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its Author by unſeaſonably raiſtlg' 
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And, 1.| I may with much Confidence, up- 
ha i grateal toll bis Weikigs of ths kin, 
1gn in gen all his Writihgs is kind 
and upon fome Obſervations peculiar to. this, al- 
ſure the Reader that it was not written with any 
Intention or thoughts that ever it ſhould be pub- 


| liſhed. He had undoubtedly no other aim or 
deſign init, than what I have already mention- 


ed in the! Preface to the firſt Volume of his 
Contemplations. He was a man who had an 


extraordinary oy of doing, rfiuch in a littte 


time : And yet did he as highly value, and was 


as great a| Husband of his time, as any man I 


have known orread of. But of no part of his 
time was he more. frugal, than of that which 
was: ſet apart for Sacred Uſes, that none of that 
might be ſuffered. to run waſte : eſpecially of the 


_ Chriſtian Sabbath or Lord's Day, .he was moſt 


religiouſly jobſervant , both in Publick and in 
Private, in his Family, and in his Study. And 
his religious Obſervation thereof, did not only 


pans to himſelf ( as he always believed ) a 


pecial Bleſſing upon his Employment of -the 
reſt of his time in hus other "15 and Secu- 


| lar buſineſs, but hath moreover produced ( which 


be pile expected). what may, prove of great 
of thoſe dayes which did intervene between 
Sermon and Supper-time, he uſually im- 
in Pious Meditations : and having a very 


4 


thoughts, 


Li 


xefit to many others. For that part 


y .hand at writing, he uſually wrote his 


The p REFACE. 
thoughts, that he might the better hold them 


intent to what. he was about, and keep them 
an wandring. This was his firſt and principal 
reaſon for it. He had indeed ſome thoughts of 
ſome other Uſes, that he or his might make there- 
of : as, that afterward reviewing what he had 
written long hefore, he might ſee what Progreſs 
he had made inthe mean time; and poſſibly they 
might be of ſome uſe or benefit to ſome of his 
Family : But what I firſt mentioned, was the firſt 
and principal occaſion and Motive to it. Of the 
ſhorter Diſcourſes, I found divers of the Origi- 
nals in the hands of his Children and Servants 
and a great park of the reſt in a very neglefted 
condition, till I perſwaded, and preyailed with 
him, tolet them be colletted and bound together 
in Volumes. But of gheſe, among which this was 
one,I am wel] ſatisfied, there were none which he 
intended when he wyygte them ſhould ever be Prin- 
ted , though he hath fince wrote others which he 

or the Publick. But upon this occaſion 


intended t up 
hath he written firſt and laſt many pious and uſe- 
ful Diſcourſes, ; which, whether intended by him 
for the Preſs or not,I am of opinion may do much 
good inthe World, if they were printed. - 
2, "His uſual Manner of writing theſe things 
was this : When he had reſolved on the Sub- 
ject, the firſt thing he uſually did, was with his 
pen. upon ſome Iople piece of paper, and ſome- 
times. upon a corner, or the margin of the P4- 
per he wrote on, to draw a Scheme of his whole 
EE : Diſcourſe, 
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| The PREFACE. 
ifoquric, -or of ſo much of it as he deſigned 
hat fime to coplder. This done he tap hi 
gughts and let them run, as he expreſſed it ta 
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a very ready one.) could trace 
much that in that ſpace, as he 
PI iii hath told me, he often wrote two ſheets, and at 

*TH10! other times between one and two; and I have 
8 | my ſelf known him write according to that pro- 
Tit portion, when I haye been reading in the ſame 

if room with him, for divers hours together. So 
| that theſe writings are plainly a kind of extem: 
-- $85 K 


them ; inſomy 


— 


pae Meditations, only they came from a Head 
and Heart well fraught with a rich Treafure of 
Humane and Divine Knowledge, which the fa- : 
| mous Legiilator .Juſtinian males the neceſſary 
I qualifications of a compleat Lawyer. And here 
ſi! it 15 farther to be obſerved, that all his larger 

Jil; TraQts, ſuch as this, which coud nat be Goſh 
I cd at one time, were writRn upon great inter- 
vals of time, and ſuch wherein much buſineſs 
of a quite different Nature had interpoſed, which 
ulually interrupt the thread of a Mans thoughts. 

| 3- Concerning the Book it. {elf, the Reader 
may of himſelf perceive that jt was not finiſh+ 
ed, but that he had deſigned to have continued 
ut farther. | He hath written a particular Tra&t 


Of doing wh 
Subjet 


45 we would be done to, which is the 
abjeft ar which this is left off; . Bur that, as T 
' take it, was written long lincg this, and not ins 
tended for any Continuation of it : but it ; 60 | 
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part plain -and eafie, ſuch as may be of. great 
ule to the meaneſt Capacities, and yet. full of: 
matter worthy the Contemplation of. the greats. 
eſt. But of the whole I mult fartlicr obſerve, 
that it was a work of his: younger years ; that 
he afterward much improved his Metaphyſical 
and Scholaſtical Obſervations and Diſcourſes... 
PI 
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and ſomewhat altered his opinion touching ſome 

Points in Controverſie,eſpecially between the Re- 

monſtrants and Contra-Remonſtrants. Bur as in 

what 1s Scholaſtical, there is nothing but what 
1s agreeable to the Sentiments of the molt emi- 
nent Writers in that kind of LOOT ; fo nei- 
ther in the reſt, is there any thing diſputable, 
but what is maintain'd by eminent Men of the 

Church of Exglavd as the Dottrine of this 
Church : And lince his opinion neither firſt nor 
laſt was other than what hath been, and is at 
this day aſſerted tro be the DoQtrine of this 
Church, or at leaſt within the bounds of what 
15 ſo aſſerted,] (For he was always very moderate 
in theſe things.) I conceive I need not trouble 
the Reader or my ſelf farther about 1t. 

And now if theſe things only, which I have 
hitherto mention'd, be duly conſidered, I con- 
ceive they will afford ſo juſt Excuſe and full 
Vindication of. the Author againſt all Cenſures, 
Cavils and Exceptions to any thing in this Work, 
that T rhink they are not to be feared from any, 
but ſuch as a6 little ingenuity or ſenſe of Hu- 
manity. And the Cenſures and Cavils of ſuch, 
I am of opinion, ought ro be contemned. And 
for my own ers hope I ſhall never be attright- 
ed from any food and juſtihable work, by any 
fuch Bug-beats. 

\ But I intend not only to do Rz2/t, but to do 
Honoar , and |yet no more than is juſtly due, in 
what I do, to our cxcellent Aurhor. And to _ 
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end, I muſt take notice of ;he Tyme ,' when this 
was written. And that was about the ſame 
time, when he began his PraGtice- at, the Law. 
He had at that time gone through', ahd made 
himfelf Maſtcr of a long and intricate Study, 
of a quite different nature from, thisz had read 
and abridged all the Old, and all che:Naw Law 
then extant, in two Volumes-1n-Folio ſtil} to 
be ſeen, had read: over a great part.of the Re- 
cords, as may be feen in luis mazginal Notes 
and References in divers of his-Bagks, and in 
the Tranſcripts of much of {thaw mov in the 
Library of Li-coln's Inn; (tor hb. ſpared nei- 
ther pains nor charge in thoſe: Hlyogs before 
ever the began to practiſe; } hadglooked into 
che Civil and Canon Laws, {ſo 'taf. as they are 
in uſe with us, or were ſubſfervient. to the com- 
pleat Knowledge of our Laws; in, ſhort, hag 
read what ever either of Law , Hiſtary .or other 
Books, in Print or Manuſcript he taonght could 
any way conduce to compleat his Knowledge 
and Skill in his Profeflibn of the Law, And 
for a Man thus induſtriouſly tmployed-in ſuch 
Studies, and yet to have made ſuch a Progreſs in 
Philoſophy and Divinity, as appears by, this Book, 


nay and to write ſuch a Book under ſuch Circam- 


ſtances,as I have mentioned before,and at ſuch an 
Age, viz. about thirty, or one and thirty, having 
been till chea ſo buſie 1n other Studies, mult needs, 
] am perſwaded, in the judgment of all candid per- 
ſons, raiſe him and his Book not only above all 

a 3 need 
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the PREFACE. 
need of other Excuſe, but to a high degrec of Ad- 


miration. - - 
- Thetruthjs, what he performed in his Studies, 
is almoſt as-incredible,as it is moſt certain and true. 
But as he was admirably qualified by Nature for 
Studies , ſo 1 doubt not but he had an extraor- 
ainary Bleſſing attending his Labours therein. For 
if this be reaſonable to be believed of any, then 
certainly muſt I believe it of him upon divers 
Conſiderations: as, 1. His great Piety and De- 
votion , and |frequent application to Almighty 
God in the midſt of his ſecular Imployments ; 
2, His religious obſervance and imployment of 
times ſer apart for ſacred uſes; And 3. His con- 
{cientious application to, and uſe of his Civil Pro- 
teſlion. Of all which in him, I think, I have as 
certain knowledge both by my Converſation and 
difcourſe of |matters of Religion with him, by 
peruſal of his. Writings of all ſorts, and by obſer- 
vation of his Actions, as ordinarily any Man 

can have of another. 1c 
And therefore thongh the Repreſentation of his 
great Induſtry, Learning, and Abilities be much 
tor his Honour, yet 1s It 4 greater Honour than 
all this, which I intend to his Memory in the 
publication of this Book. And that is to de- 
monſtrate from thence the true Principles of all 
his Worth, and of thoſe great and generous Atti- 
\ ons, which have made him fo famous in his Ge- 
"eration, and like to be ſo in tuture Ages; and 
| thereby 
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thereby give the Reader the cleareſt & trueſt Pro- 
{pe& into the whole courle of his Lite. "Had he 


not been very cordially and deeply afteted with 


theſe things, it is no way credible, that a;Man {0 
very intent upon other Studies of 1 different a 
nature, for the {ix days together, ,could upon 
the ſeventh ſo intirely have withdrawn bis Mind 
from them, as to apply it ſo clolely to thele. 
And this being written at his .very entrance 
upon his PraQtice, and his AQtions cyer ſince 
being ſo reducible to the Principles diſcovered in 
this, nothing could give a more;grug and fatil- 
factory Proſpe&t into the Fundamentals of the 
future part of his Life, and conſequent Actions, 
He was indeed the moſt Heavenly-minded Man 

I have ever known. . He had had: a: Religious 
Education from his Childhood ;. and he | very 
early made his Religion, the Religion of his 
Judgment and Choice, not of his Education 
only. He read the $. Scriptures to know it ; 
then ſtudied the Works of Creation, Providence, 
and the Moral Evidences of the Chriſtian Reh- 
gion, to know the Truth of it. - Aud having 
laid fo deep a Foundation, he ever after builr 
firmly upon it : and by his faithful obſervance 
of it, arrived to that full Satisfaction and Know- 
ledge of it, whych our Saviour mentions, John 7. 
17. He began theſe Studics very carly ; how 
early I do not preciſely know ; but this 1 know 
from his own mouth , that he was very buſte in 
thera while he ſtudied at Oxford: For when I firſt 
a 3 peruſed 
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peruled part of this Book, I told him, 'I percei- 
ved, he had before he wrote it, been acquainted 
with rhe Schoolmen : and conſidering when ir 
was written , and how hard a Student he had 
cen 1 the Law till that rrme, deſired to know 
when he couſd have had leifure for thoſe Stu- 


djes? and what Authors he read? He told me, - 


At Oxford ; |and that he there read Aquinas, 
Scotus, Suarez, and others, whom he particu- 
larly named ;| but theſe I remember. 

And hav by the way, we may take notice, 


how much” h 
that Story, printed in the Relation, which very 
unadviſedly nd improperly bears the name of 
his Lite, concerning his neglect of his Studzes at 
Oxford. The truth of which, to do him right, 
1s this, : His natural Genius inclined much to 
things of Wit and Gallantry , and the Players 
coming to the AQ at Oxford while he was a 
| Student there, he began at firſt to be taken with 
che Plays; but haying before, among other re- 
ligious Obſervations , habituated himſelf ro keep 
a ſtrict Warch over his Heart and Ations, he 
quickly reflefted upon it : and therefore the more 
he perceived] himſelf affeted with it, the more 
reſolved he was to corre@ it ; and left it ſhould 
in time prevail, ſo as to divert him from more 
{crious Studics, or at leaſt, rob him of too much 
time, he made a ſolemn Vow, or ReſoJution, 
which he ever after obſerved, neyer to ſe Play 
more ; and ſo returned to his Studies (ane? be- 
| ore 


is miſrepreſented and injured in 
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fore the Players went out of Town. And cere 
tain it is, he was as hard a Student there, as he 
was afterward at Londen ; though heheld Ac- 
quaintance and ſome kind of Converſe with the 
molt ingenious Perſons at both places, But ſo 
much for that. 

Theſe Studies , which he began ſo early, he 
continued to the very laſt, ſo long as he was 
able to write, within about a fortnight or three 
weeks before he died. And here he did, as 
he did in the Law, ſpared neither Pains nor 
Coſt upon any thing any wu conducing to 
his main Deſign, tending to diſcover and mail» 
teſt the admirable Providence of God, whether 
in the Compoſure, Powers and Courſe of Na- 
ture, or in the Government of the Actions of 
Mea; inſomuch, that if a true Computation 
was made, I am perſwaded, that, as much time 
as he ſpent, and pains as he took in the Study 
and Practice of the Law , and Buſineſs of a not 
ordinary Judge, but Chiet Baron and Chief 
Juſtice; yet the Time he imployed,and the Pains - 
he took (if I may call that Pains, which afford- 
ed ſo much Pleaſure and Satisfaction to him ) 
ia theſe Studics, and for that purpoſe, would be 
tound to excecd them. 'The Benefit whereof, 
I hope the World may receive ſome time or 
other ; but the Effect 7 in upon himſelt was, 
that his ſo much contemplating the Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs of God, diſcernable in his 
Creatures, and obſervable in the Providgntial 

2 4 Govern- 
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Goverament of Men, eſpecially that admirable 
Myltery of| our Redemption, imprinted in his 
Soul a molt inlarged apprehention and deep ſenſe 
of the Glorious Excellence and Majeſty of God, 
and Is unconceivable Goodneſs to all who duly 
apply themſelves to him. This filled him with 
| a molt awtul Reverence and devout AﬀeQion to 
"him continually : which turther produced great 
Conltancy;, Faithtulneſs, and Readineſs 1n his 
Obedience| and Service, and converted his very 
Civil Imployments into a kind of continual 
Courle of | Religion ; ſo that that labortous Lite 
of his, was in a manner intirely facrificed to, and 
continually unployed in, or in order to, the'Ser- 
vice of God. And all this, with thoſe divine 
benign Influences, which are never wanting to 
Souls thus diſpoſed , filled him with an humble 
Contidence, and made 1t, as it were, natural to 
him, to retire into himlclt with ſecret applica- 
tion to God upon all occaſions im the very midit 
of his Buſineſs. And certainly this Lite was 
Heavenly and Holy, and yet not more Holy than 
nappy. | | 

All this 1s very true : but he had very early 

| gn % : « |. . 

taken up a Reſojution to abſtain from a high 
Frofeſſion of Religion ( *tis his own expreſſion ) 
and he was ſo wary and cautious in it, that 
very little of what I have ſaid, was perceived 
by any of his moſt intimate Friends, but my 
ſelf, Infomuch, thar one of them, whom TI 
know he much valued , and who had frequent 
| converic 
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converſe with Im, hath divers times ſince con- 
tefſed to me, how much he was miſtaken in 
him in that reſpeC&t , before he ſaw his Con- 
templations in Print. And I ſhould almoſt doubt 

+, of tinding Credit in what I know to betrue, 
' > with thoſe who do not know me, had I not 
| = pretty good Atteſtations from this, and a conſtant 
' _, Courſe of moſt pious Meditations committed 
to writing under his own hand. Were we now to 
' = take a View of his whole Life, we might conſi- 
| » der it as aCtcd either in private, or in publick. 
 —» His AQions in publick were viſible to the 
|. » World, and yet it may be feared, that much of 
the remarkable particulars thereof will be 
loſt for want of competent Obſervers and Re- 
lators. The private part of it was moſt em- 
pioycd in Retirement and Studies, and of this 
the greateſt part in Pious Meditations, the 
. : Contemplation of God, of his Works of 
> 2? Creation and Providence, the great and admi- 
; ! rable Myſtery of our Redemption, and the 
Sacred Scriptures, and the Evidences of the 
Truth thereof. And as this did influence 
all his ACtions in publick, ſo being once well 
underltood , it mult needs give the cleareſt 
Proſpect into the true and genuine Principles 
and Tendency of them, which is the prin- 
cipal thing to be conſidered in them. And 
this can never better be made appear than 
by his own Writings, if they were publiſhed, 
as I concelve they ought to be. | 
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done this Right to the Author, I 
ut reaſonable to do ſome Right to 
to the World ; to ſhew, by what. 
publiſhed this, and what Right the 
ref of his Wri 


| 
Ll 


[HINP Se 
written another 


% 


Purpole I ha 


Sheet , to ſhew that the Author had, upon new 
Motives and| Conſideration of Occurrences af- 
terward, changed his Mind betore declared in 
his Will, wherein he had prohibited the print- 
ing of any of his Writings after his Death. 


But upon fl 
may be ſuffic 
know in. gen: 
reſerve the n 


irther Conſideration, I think it 
ent for this place to let the Reader 
ral that he had done ſo, and to 
ore particular Diſcourſe of that, 


it there be occaſion for it, to my Memoraals 


of tum: An 
1eS 


tew Cc 
for the Eonſr 
CONCCrn. 
Ot the T'w 
only this to {: 
Later Writing 
trom ſome of 
Was more anci 
nithed, thougl 
Mode, hath 
otherwiſe, I | 
reaſonably we 
ſtance to pzru 


ed Qt. ''4he 


-. 


| 
| the Printer, according to the uſual 


v) 
- 


d rherefore I have ſuffer d but 
of that Sheet ro be printed of, 
leration of ſuch, as 1t may moſt 


0 little Diſcourſes annexed, I have 


y , That the Firft was one of his 


5, and perhaps, may a little vary 
his Former : and that the Latter 
ent. But neither of them was fi- 


put a Finis to them both : But 


hope, he hath acquitted himſelf 


11; For I was at roo great a di- 
ſe the Sheets as they were print- 
Copics he had, were carefully 
__ examined 
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examined by the Originals : and I thought it 
moſt ſuitable to my Deſign, to let them be 
printed as near as might be, according to them, 
without any Alteration ; preſuming upon the 
Candor of the ingenuous Reader, upon due 
Conſideration of the Circumſtances before 


mentioned. 
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FIRST PART. 
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6 Of the-Rynowleage of God, Pant Di 
beyondithe cauſality of ſecond Cauſes, to produce ® 
my 'P _—_ ehar gt ſince done _-_ like : ay, as to. ? 
thoſe other 1mpertect creatures hath planted in ſecond 
a fuch- a og and cauſality as our of apre- 
pared matter 20 produce: other living creatures without _} 
any concurrence of his: immediate or extraordinary 4 
Power.» | k 

2, In every. Swceeſſſo ve Mei ir is necellrry to arrive | 
to ſome ain Boy and it is impoſſible it ſhould 7 


themotion of the Sun, which - 


be pon yas in - 
ſaeeemive'; (trarijos/in'reaſon be but there muſt be + 
A tihE0f pions, wherein -1t either was not, or did not 7 
moves for otherwiſe the revolutions woaldbe aQual- * 

ly intinits Ivedarnbes; |aag- yet that infinite number of 
revehions be ſtill augmented by dayly new revoluti- _ 
on whichwoyld'bvin it felf a contradiction, that that 1? 

<_w 


re actually irifinite, [ſhould 'yet receive 7 


an Wicfeaſe; us neceffarity it Muſt if the motion of. the Þ 
Sun -had ever 4 beginnng *! / Therefore of neceſſity || 
ichala beginning. 'T-it- had a Degning, of- its mote '* 
on, it cou! me Fre ir fro If;' for why did it \% 


not! thenymove _ 1-7 PO, "of neceſficy it muſt $ 


have he beginning from anotherz for though animate 3 

Ereatures moye abs Vary es, yet they receive ſtill in 4 
original cauſe of their motion from ſomething with- [3 
out them, 25 wellas-of their being.” Who, or what, ? 
was it that Ir that motion, or principle of its | 
motion ? RS any' could affign | any- other than the 5 
Firſt-Cauſe ( which 1s-not: limo ima inable ). yer # 
'till' my / enquiry muſt riſe higher, what was t 
that gave being or cauſality to thateauſe ? 'So that in J} 
fumm the motion of the- Sun or 'Heavens cannot Þ 
be Eternal ,] becanſe Succeſſive :- It muſt have a # 
Cauſe of its motion from without it felf 5 that Cauſe, * 
if the Firſt Cauſe, then a Firſt Caufe muſt be granted'z | 


if not the Full, yet by the ſame reaſon, ar in all 
Succeſſive | 
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| Succeſſive motions we muſt admit a beginning, we 
{ may conclude in all Succeſſions of Cauſes: Deng. Wh 


I be a beginning, becauſe the being c__ ca 0 
$ motion of ſecond cauſes is likewik 20 ES 
Þ chirefore can be no more infinit andy oy wen 

eisim 


I motions of the ſame ſubjeRcan be inkaite, 


7 ſible that anything ſhould be Ecernal that is not 

I bl. wt EY «. So that the Succeſſion of ok 

© Motion is that w chdoth neceſ[arily inforce a firſt cauſe, 
To theſe we ( may ) add thoſe 33 1; 


2 * Confiderations w - ariſe vers others, the Ahoy 


Yom che Obſervation of the <9 tweet ated 
Fcreared World, the ſubſervience prone iv x oo he yy 
of one thing to the perſervation fr Pots. 


E another, . the inclinations of 


tures without choice to means conducible © 


s) te ſervation, the ordering and fitting of oo 


whereby confuſion and uſeleſneſs py 9 
Favoidedz all which do beſpeak the 2miſſon of - 2 


; WV cimas, Intelleual, Supreme, and Univerſal Cauſe 
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Now a Firſt Cauſe being admitted, we are to 


3 conſider what may rationally be 


& deduced - from thence concerning | This he bath 6 


XJ this Firſt Caxnſe, And thoſe are 7. Ft had ſand 


of ewo kinds ; Firſt, ſuch as | wer 


$5, Samy on own wel 

y, ſuchas concern him in relation to thoſe 

which proceed from him. 

For the ned of theſe we ſay, That 2 Firſt Cauſe 
$ of all things being granted, 

IT. Ir neceflarily follows that he hath nobounds of 
his exiſtence or being. The bounds of Exiſtenceare 
either in Duration or Extenſion : the excluſion of the 
bounds of Exiſtence in Duration is Ecemity 3 that in- 


© E=xtealion is Immenlity. 


'B 4 Now 
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; ( 
Now firſt for Eternity, Whatlſoever is Ecernal muſt # 
be without Beginning, without Succeſſion, without 3 


1. Without Beginning : For if it be a Firfl Cauſe, it 
cannot have a beginnings for then he muſt have a 
Cauſe of his Deng, which would be a contraditi- 
on, :. Neither could he have a beginning from himſelf ; 7 
for that were to ſuppoſe a pre-exiſtence in himſelf to 
himſelf, which were alſo repugnant. 

2. Without Succeſſion : There 15 nothing paſt, nothin 
to come, for all js one indiviſible Succeſſion, an 
thoſe notions of Time, paſt, preſent, and to come, 
are only the conſequences of a Succeſſive Motion : 
for 7:me isnothing elſe but that conception whereby 
we meaſure ſucceſſive motion: were there no ſuc- 
ceſhive motion in the World, it would be impoſſible 
thr there ſhould be any of thoſe affefions of Time ; 
and conſequently, Time is notany thing real , bur a 
relation to Motion. Now before that the Firſt Cauſe 
did fet a continued motion in the World, there could 
be no Succeſſion , but all was Rrppes up in one 
permanent! inſtant : for the Being of the Firſt Cauſe, 
and his Motion, what ever it was, or 1s, is indiviltble, 
as ſhall be ſhewn. Then when he produced ſecond 
Cauſes, and conſequently thoſe moved in their ſeve- 
ral cauſalities and courſes, and conſequently their moti- 
ons, beings, and cauſalities being ſucceſſiye, there 

was a pris, and pofterins, and ſucceſſion ; yer this 
did not alter the indiviſible nature of chat duration, 
which that inciviſible being had before, and at, and 
with that \'motion, which he after produced. The 
Firſt Being hath a co-exiſtence with the Succeſſive Mo- 
tions of the —_ but his duration is not meaſured 
| by it, or co-exrended with it, but is of the ſame indi- 
vaſtbility as if there had been no ſucceſſive motion pro- 
duced, and conſequently no ſucceſſive time. 


3. Without | 


4 
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3. Without End; For firſt, what ſhould or can de- 
eermine his being, in as much as all things elſe are 
his productions, and cannot have any cauſaliry up- 
on him. > Secondly, End is inconſiſtent with Zter- 
#Ity'y for that is 'a' permanent and fixed" indiviſible, 
and i rakes in all 'paſt,' preſent -4nd* to come, ''witl- 


% 


ut any difference of notion. The preſent ſubſiſtence 


= : 


of ' the Firſt Cauſe ''was the ſame numerical "jr 


"* NRant that he- had a thouſand years ſince. © So” 


End, ' as well as ' Succeſſion, - is but of thoſe things 
that-"are meaſured ' by time, not of an' indivifib 
being': To ſuppoſe him to have afi end were to 
ſuppoſe him not ever to have been:y' becauſe paſt 
and preſent, and to'come are all indiviqhbly conjoyned 
in his duration.' "| nn 0 
This none of duration''is 'proper only*to 
the Firſt Cauſe; ''for' nothing elſe” can-upoy any 
ſound ' ground be ſaid to be of indiviſible duration, 


. 


be Everlaſting, yet that is rather'#- multiplyed ex- 
tenſion of duration 'than any indiviſible duration : 
for of the Firſt CauſeI:may ſay truly, the inſtance of 
the duration, that is now, \and that was a thouſand 
years - ſince ,, or a thouſand years "after, - is the 
ſame: but I do not think the ſame may be affirmed 
of* any other" thing whatſoever: -1.. becauſe their 
_ eſſence is not indiviſible and ſimple; as is thatof the 
Firſt Cauſe z fof -it{ is: evidence they are” perſectible, 
compounded of A&'and Power, 'not pure AQs: 
2. becauſe ſome "_ might be athrmed- of them 
in a time paſt, which cannot now be affirmed'of 
themz as the creation, continugnce in the Body, 
ſeparation , re-union, &e. 3. their' being is de- 
ſl. A 1 


though it may be'of a paper |.” Suppoſe we th 
m_ of an Angel, or the Soul, Hoo admired ta 
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IT. From this admiſſion of a Fuſt Cauſe doth ne- 
ceſlarily follow Immerfty, which includes three 
Lungs. | L 

1. Evemption from Creme tiox- or bounds 
of his being. There is a'two old exemption from 
Circumſcription: 1. That which ariſeth from the 
dilproportion| berween, the thing that ſhould cir- 
cumſcribe , and be circumſcribed : thus a Spirit of 
what, kind ſoever is not circumſcribed, no is in 
any determinate place, for that is proper to a Body, 
that hath extenſion of parts ; -yet though we cannot 
| fay, It is here, yer we are ſure we cannot ay, It 


pl 
. 
p 


is every where. There is 2. another exemption irom 


circumſcription , which ariſeth from Infinutude, that 
it exceeds all place and circumſcription : Now 
that it is thus with the Firſt Cauſe is evidents for 
if he had a Being before any thing elſe, nothing then 
could bound his Being; if it ſhould, then he could 
not be the Firſt CG 
rat 


e Firſt Cauſe, there being ſomething elſe 
had limited him, which had a pre-exiſtence to 
his cauſation; and it is impoſſible for any thing to 
have a limited or bounded Being, unleſs it were fo 
| limited or bounded by ſomething without ict. That 


which is without @ cauſe of his being, muſt needs 


be without bounds of- his being : Neither could theſe 
effes, which. he after produced, ftraiten the ex- 
rent, as I may call it, of his Being, or ſhut him 
out fromthe n. From whence follows 
| Þs His Omnipreſence, not only vertually and pOe 
tencially, buteſleptially in and with all ings, Fhoveh 
the manner | of it be incomprehenfible, becauſe a 
conſequence of his Infinitude. This is Exemption 
from Excluſion; for it is not poſſibly imaginable, that 
the produQtioa of new Effects ſhould exclude or 
ſtraiten that! indiviſible extent, which that being had 


before thoſe Effects were produced. 


3. Exemprion 


diviſible, and that in a double oppoſition, 
ed before; and thoughthis be common to 


CHAP. I. ' endof our Selves. | Is 


3. Exemption from Succeſſion or Diviſion of Parts 3 
for otherwiſe he could not be Immenſez for what- 
ſoever hath Succeſſion of Parts, as his Partsare mea- 
ſurable, ſo_is the whole, and therefore cannot be 
aQually Infinite in Extenſion, as I may all it. . 
this doth  conſoqnengy. (nap Fwy him from: Materi 
ry, Succeſſion a 50 of a mg- 
rerial ſubſtance, and. TOES 4 is an indiviſible Im- 
menſity. What is. ſaid of the Soul may explain it 


Tota in toto, & tota in qualibet parte. 


III. Hence it follows, that: the Fuſt Caſe js 1«- 


1, In Oppoſition to Diviſibility,which is par eget 


chat are incorporeal, for Diviſibility is an TY Of 
Quantity, yet itis moſt eminently to be affirmed of the 


Firſt Ca (e. 
y poſition to o, Mupliciy ; and this, is 


2 


the = of the Firſt Cauſe, VR, chat there” is, + bu 
one Firſt Cauſe of all things. for if there 
ewo, or more Firſt Comthy cT; all muſt, th "a: 


nite jn Being, and con lequenpiy in x In Operas S 
that is impoſſible, viz. rn 


Infinites, becauſe one mol ap pens nd 
lunie the other, both in Being, and Power: 2. ao 
elle both muſt be finite, and then of neceſſity e 
mult have a Cauſe of. his ws for 60S is it 


o_ Infinite, md te 5 S other Fine 
and then of nevoliny 
me Firſt Caulch,root 


- a. that InFni 
al tion 3 for nothin 
4g ALE: 

lobe thoſe limits. 
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IV. From hence likewiſe follows, that the Firſt 
Cauſe is Ens Simpliciſſimum, and excludes all Com- 
poſition of what kind ſoever, either of Power and 
A, of Subſtance and Accident, or Matter and 
Form ; for [every mixture doth of neceſſity ſup- 
poſe ſome pre-exiſting Cauſe to joyn theſe toge- 
ther; and indeed the very membra componentia bave 
in nature apre-exiſtence to the being ſo compounded: 
and & the |admiſhon of any kind of Compolition, 
's inconſiſtent with a Firſt Cauſe. And from hence 
ic1s evident, |that all things that are affirmed concern- 
ig this. Firſt Cauſe, are but improper, and ſerve 
only. 'as notions to render him unto our Underſtan- 
dings. 2. From hence it alſo follows that whatſo- 
ever is affirmed of the Firſt Cauſe is the lame with 
his Eſſence, 'and one the ſame with another, though 
they. are conceived by us under different notions, 
and conceptions 3 as for inſtance, we fee an effect 
of' the - Firſt Cauſe, which in caſe of a Man we de 
rive from that habit in Man, which we call Mer- 
<q: and another effe&t, which in Man we would con- 
clude:'to come from ſuch a quality or habit, which 
we know by the name of Juſtice: hence we ſtile 
the Firſt Cauſe Merciful and Juſt; yer in truth nei- 
ther of theſe are proper, ſor they ſignihe Qualities; 
neither, if they were proper, were they diltin&, for 
_ they are the ſame one with another, and both the 
ſame with his Eſſence; otherwiſe it is impoſſible he 

ſhould be yanphes for ſhould his Being and Actri- 
bures be ſeveral, he ſhould be compounded of Sub- 
{tance and Accident; or ſhould the ſame thing, which 
we call Juſtice, be the ſame with his Effence, and 
- not the ſame with his Mercy, he muſt needs conliſt 
of ſeveral | beings divided one from another : the 
like for all | the reſt of his Attributes : by the ſame 
Eſſence he is, and he is what he is: they are di- 

| V 
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vided notions in us, but in him neither divided from 
his being, nor one from another. And hence it 
likewiſe follows, that though the emanant Actions, 
that flow from this Firſt Caule are different, ang 
repreſented unto us under different Notions, as, #his 
iS an at of Power, this of : Goodneſs, this. of 
Knowledge or Wiſdom and upon theſe we frame 
notions to our ſelves, whey we repreſent that 
from whence theſe acts move, Þ ſeveral Names or. 
Attributes of Mercy, Power, Wiſdom; yet theſe 
proceed not in truth fiom leverat Qualities in the 
Firſt Cauſe, but from one {1mple, ablojute, unquali- 

hed Being, My - 
V. From this conſideration, that he is the Firſt 
Cauſe and Being; it follows, that he is Exs Per- 
felliſſimum : For that is PerfeF tro which nothing ls 
wanting: Mow it is impoſlible, that any thing can 
/ be wanting to the Firſt Cauſe; for chere can be 
7 nothing beſides him but what proceeds from him, 
and that which proceeds from him cannot poſſibly 
either add any further degree of Perfetion. to him 
or include that Perfe&ion, which was not in the Firſt 
Cauſe moſt eminently. The Firſt Cauſe had a pre- 
exiſtence to all things elle; nothing then could be 
wanting to his Perſe&ion; becauſe there was nothin 

elſe but himſelf. The production - of the Sec 
Cauſes could not poſhibly include any greater Per- 
fection than what was derived to them. Ir is true io 
the working of Second Cauſes there may be _ 
cuction of an Effect, that may be more perfect in 
its kind, than the Cauſe that immediately produced 
it; as the prodution of a Worm out of putrefaQi- 
cn, a Plant out of. the Earth, &c. but there the 
| Effect is not. purely due tothe Second Cauſe, bat to 
the Original Operation of the Firſt Cauſe, that did 
put that activity in the Second Caules to One 
uc 
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ſuch Effects ; for every 'Second Cauſe worketh and 
moyveth in the virtue and efficacy of the Firſt Cauſe, 
and hath its cauſality from it, as well as: its being, 
Wuhout which, though ic had its being, it is impol- 
1ble it ſhould be operative. 

\ This Perfection in the Firſt Cauſe is in truth i»con- 
ceptible, becauſe impoſſible for humane Underſtandin 
to receive it without Divine Revelation; and muc 
more impoſſible ro comprehend it, becauſe Infinite. 

ore to [help our ſelves herein we do, and 
that rationally , attribute to the Firſt Being that 
manner of Being, that we find moſt Perfe&t. There- 
fore from this Perfection it follows 

1, That che Firſt Cauſe is « woft pore Aft with- 
out any mixture of Paſſibility or Power : for if 
there were any Power, as it {ignifies a ſuſceptibili- 
ty of ſome further a& or impreſſion, that were an 
Imperfection ; for whatſoever is ſuſceptible of ſome 
further aR, as all Power is, ir is impoſſible it ſhould 
.be perfet. And from hence follows his Omnipetence, 
for all inability to do any thing proceeds from the 
want of activity in the agent to overcome that re- 
ſiſtance, that jt finds in the thing to be done. Now 
in the Firſt Cauſe there wants no activity ; for it is a 
moſt pure A, and were it not a moſt pure and In- 
finite AR, ic| were impoſſible it ſhould be the Firſt 
Cauſe z becauſe that ſuppoſeth a priority of being in 
the Cauſe to the Effect, and conſequently requires 
an Infinite Activity in the Firſt Cauſe, becauſe ic 4% 
muſt produce; that which before was not at allz and * 
the motion between being and ſimply not being is # 
- finite, and therefore requires an infinite activity. 
2. From the conſideration of this PerfeRtion it 
follows, that this Firſt Being is « Subſtantial AR, 
not an a& that flows from another thing, or depends 


upon another thing ; for then he couldnot be Ens Pri- 
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mam, nor yet Ens Perfeftiſſimum ; but it is an AR 
ſubliſiing By it (elf. | if oo gt Let 
p on yo Raman of this NT. it 
follows, 1at he 18 En Yin, ; ; a CCgreec 
of Perfection to the ſubſtance in which it is : and 
the more Perfe& the Life is, agent + the 
Being : hence the Senſitive Life is pertecter than 
the Vegetative, and the Rational Life than the Sen- 
ſitive, and the Life of a Spirit than the Life of a 
Body. Now this Firſt Cauſe, being an Infinite 
and Pure AR, be hath an infinite pertect Life. 
| 4. From hence it follows, that he is «» /wre/leftu- 
al Being z, and as all his Works beſpeak him fo, fo 
doth this conſideration of his Perfection neceſſari- 


| ly evidence it, for otherwiſe he ſhould not be Per- 


fect, becauſe an Intellectual Being is a more Perfe&t 
Being than that which is not ſo. And this Underſtan- 


= ding of the Firſt. Cauſe is commenſurate to his E(- 


ſence, viz. Infinite and Eternal, whereby he perfe&- 
ly ſeeth himſelf, and all chings elſe chat are or can 
be, in one Eternal Indiviſible at. And from hence 
riſeth the Omniſcience of the Firſt Cauſe, without 
which he could not be Perfect: for if any thin 
is or might be, were hid from him, then by the di(- 
covery of that to him, he would receive a degree 
of Perfection , that he had not before. And this 


27 Knowledge hath a threefold Obje: 


1. His own Eſſence, which requires an Infinite 


#Z Knowledge to comprehend it, becauſe an Infinite 


Eſſence. | | ; 
2, All things that are 3 for his Knowledge being Infi- 


Y nice, i muſt neceſſarily extend to all other things. 


3. All things that may be, becauſe otherwiſe up- 


7 on a further a of his Power, that ſhould be a 


b- | new extenſion of his Knowledge, which ſtands not 
And 


with his PerfeRion. 


mac 


| Effince is his Goodneſs, and his 


þ 
' 
| 
f 


[ 
j 
! 
jþ 


16 0 the Knowledge of God, PART I: 
And all this with one Ecernal Indiviſible a&, nor by 


Succeſſion, not by mediate repreſentation. Such Know: 


ledge is too wonderful for me. , 
5. From hence it follows, that he is Ems Liberri- 
mum : 


yer he is free: firſt, for that the Freedom in agen- 


CY 18 a degree of PerfeRion above a neceſſary agent,and 


therefore this Liberty muſt of neceſſity be attri- 
buted to the Firſt Cauſe. Again, it is impoſhble bue 
that the Firſt Cauſe muſt be a Free Apent, for 
whatſoever works neceſlarily, hath that neceflity put 
upon it by ſomewhat without it, which is incon- 


fiſtenc with! the Firſt Cauſe; for if any thing elſe 


did put that neceſſity of working in him, then that 
which impoſech that neceſſicy was the Firſt Caule. 
Again every Neceſlary Agent , omnibus eque diſpoſs- 


#55, works uniformly z now nothing was as equally 
diſpoſed to become ſomething from Eternity, as at 
the firſt production of any thing, the motion from 


not being to a being, being the adequate effect of 


' the Firſt Cauſe : therefore if there were not a Free- 
| dom in theFirſt Cauſe, the firſt Effe&t had been as 
' ancient as |the Firſt Being. Therefore we muſt 
' neceſſarily affirm, concerning the Firſt Being, that 
' he is Ens Liberrimam & Volamtarinm, and 
| cording to his Will he worketh. 


nat AC- 


6. From hence it follows, that he is Fns ſum: 


| me Bonwm, Concerning this Goodneſs of God we 


(a That it is 4» Eſſential Goodneſs, and his Good- 


| neſs is nat any thing divided from his Eſſence, for * 
onliſtent with his Simplicity, fo that his ! 
neſs the ſame 7 


that 1s 1 


with his Eſſence z which is alſo to be obſerved in 


all his Actributes, though our Underſtanding cannot | : 
apprehend | this Indivilible Being all at once, -= | 
e | 


though he be moſt neceſſarily what he is, 


a b, _ 


f Cutay. T. HE "A 


| ep by ſtep. Agd 
* whatſoever may oy 

; may be likewiſe affirme 
2 1k, Fiat ) 2.5 os: 
Z rt. That it is Infinite, "for, ka 

7 Eſſential goodneſs of an Being 7 
4 Infinite : and hence it is not Rs aſc 

* or diminution : and therefore; 

" Effects, and the Communicaicn If . 1s : ES to 
Hs did neither add unto, nar take f is good 

s NCIS. . "AE o Os 
4 2. That it 15 Perfelt ; for; that which = | 
| yr be bogs becaul e it excludes apy 1 
"any fu © 15 nat go 
= þ ' Tha E is ener that is evidett; Gr & iris {ite 
= lame W1 Ecernal being. 

= Now from this conſiderati on of the $66diehs of the 
"2 firſt Being ariſe theſe Concluſions uid 


IF x. That he is Perfeitly and {+ Phogin wh ay H{ be 

'# caule in the enjoyment of hi j RE Ink- 
Z nite goodneſs, w hich is the ſame with his 

| 3 7 impoſſible to be (evered from it. Goodis of itt * oe 


7 nature the object of defire the deſite and ; te ject 
con- 
frooge of e fucions and if che 


aimed coc ES, 


# being ſevered bas ns ain and ng bappinet 


Jos be Sitlotabla to the ee of C it), then in 
the'Liniog wr; that gqod to Te palls gre 2 a fullreſt 
and complacency. Now the fir i fr a 1 lang 


F an Infinite love ( as I may with 
I fa ln) Tony 
y be. hath an 


finite good, which is moſt Eſſen 

the A with himſelf, 00 Os proyinn an 
8 Infinice reſt and complacency i in Fin fe 2nd that wic 
L 2 out the contribution of any thing witkogr Um 3 
$ he had the ſame boundleſs happinek in tumſelf 
Hoe exiſtence of any effe&, as he had wp becauſe he 
had the ſame mathe ESE goodneſs 2 


' 15-not by ahy tranſmifion of any part of the Eſſential 
O 


G 


perfect fruition of it; before. any ſuch production, as 


| after ; the produttions of new effects are the emanati- 


ons only of his Effence, and produced no alteration in 
him ; neither did it dilate his Effential pormnck, or . 
add a new deeree of fruition of good to what he before 
had ; fot ove the productions of his Will in him- 


| ſelf and for himſelf. 


2. That the Firſt Being, as it is the Firſt Cauſe of 
allrhings þ It 15 the Supream End of all things, becauſe 
he 1s the Supream Good, and the only adequate ob- 


ject of himſelf. So that in the production of any 


effect, the effet that was produced, or any thing 


without the Firſt Being, could nor be the ultimate End 


for which it thould be produced ; for his Will was an 
is filled with an Infinite Good, viz. himſelf. So that 
it was-impoſhble he ſhould take any thing into that 
Will; which was not in order to himſelf: He made 
all chings. for his own felf. And upon this ground it 
follows that nothing without him is an End to it ſelf, 
becauſe he, |that is the Firſt Cauſe of all things, muſt 
needs be he, that muſt be the Maſter and appointer of 
the End of all things ſo cauſed. | 

3+ From| hence it follows that al! the Gooaneſs, that 
is in the Creature, 1s nothing elſe but the print or impreſſion _ 
of that Goodneſs, Which 151n the Firſt Being, though ac- ©. 
cording to : different degrees of things the impreſſions 
are more of leſs genuine; for it is impoſſible that any 
thing can be denominated Good, but by a conformity 
in ſome meaſure to that which is the. Firſt Goodneſs. : 
That conformity is nothing elſe but that impreſſion of * 
Divine Goodnels upon the Creature. This impreſſion 
of the Goodnels of the Firſt Cauſe upon the Creature 3 


Goodnels of the Firſt Being into the Effect, for that | 
Is inconm:municabie; nor by any phyſical aCtion of that Z 
podnefs upon another thing, but the mere will of Þ 
' | the 3 


F 
R 
\ 


= Cnuapr. 1. avdof ourSelves. D { 
S * the Firſt Mover. Now we find « fourfold Goodveſs in. 
{ the Creature. Do: 
n 1, An Effential Goodneſs, which is communicated 
T - + with thevery being of it : thus every thing that is, is 
© 7 Good init ſelf (though relatively it may beevi!) becaufe 
F * inthatit is, it is conformable to the Firſt Cauſe, who 
"* wills it to be. This Goodneſs in any being is that by 
ff  reflon whereof every thing defires it ſelf, and is moved 
© to its own preſervation, and is intrinſecal to the being 
) _ of chething, ” : 
y 2. An 1ntrinſecal, but not an Eſſential, Goodneſs ; 
g . when a thing hath all thoſe qualities or requiſires in it 
6 ſelf, which are ſuitable and conducible to thoſe acts 
| and operations that belong to the degree of irs being, 
at - and the variety of the degrees in theſe qualities deno- 
A - minate it more or leſs Good : thus were all Creatures 
le jn- their Original perfe&tly Good : though every kind 
it had a ſeveral degree of PerfeCtion, yet every thing 
if, had a perfection in its kind. This Goodneſs is like- 
ſt _ *\wiſe communicated from the Firſt Being. And the 
of © ſvitableneſs of thoſe qualities in the creatures to the 
*exigencies of their own conditions do moſt evidently 
at +; manifeſt the impreſſion of that Goodneſs, that isin 
01 . the Firſt Being, 
C- *.} 3, Relative or Communicative Goodnels,* vis, where- 
2 by one thing is conducible or uſeful for the preſerva- , 
2 tion or perfection of another thing, and 1s therefore 
o 2 deſirable or good for it: for though che Eſſential 
S. 3 Goodneſs of any thing , beingas indivilible 4s the 
2 Eſflence it ſelf, and therefore in chat abſtra&t notion is 
7 not capable of degrees, yer there are degrees of per= 


re '2 fection, which a finite being is capable of, and diffe- 
al 7 rent degrees of perfection in ſeveral beings in their 


at {2 concrete notion, as a Man is a more perfe& being than 
ar i a Beaſt, a Spirit than a Man, though one be asequal 2 
of # being as the other. This then imports four things : 

2 | .- ] 
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1. A Vacuity or abſence of ſome Good, whereof that * 
being is receptible, and conſequently a receptibility of 
thac which may ſupply it. T- 
Þ 2. A Motion or Delire of that being, that hath this 
 vacuity and receptibility, unto that which may ſupply 

{ | 


it,'and a deſire of Union to it, this ithath from the 
cauſe of its being; for the caule of its being muſt needs 
be the cauſe/of this appetite or motion to its farther 
perfection 3 and this is ſometimes ſo ſtrong and active 
that it carries the creature by way of conlequence to 
the deltruction of that being, which at prelent it hath, 
to attain a habker being. 
3. A proportion between the Vacuity or neceſlity of 
the ſubject deſiring to the thing deſired : as a Man to ſup- 
ply his Hunger defires not Cloaths,but Meat 3 and when 
c01d, delires not Meat, but Cloathsz becauſetheſe hold 
proportion to that exigence that the creature deſires to 
| fill: And henceitisthat Temporal Good ſatishes not. a 
Spiritual ſubſtance, nor a Spiritual Good ſatisfies a 
Carnal fubſtance, becauſe they are not proportionable. 
4 An ARtivity in the Good deſired to apply it 
{elf cothe ſupply of that exigence which defires it, and 
ro unite it - ro it. All theſedo infallibly evidence 
the Goodneſs of the Firſt Being communicated to the - 
| ſecond Being: for who pur into the Creature a Moti- 
on or deſire/to unite it ſelf to that which might ſup- 
ply its want? who framed a proportionable Good to * 
that Vacuity and defire ? who placed that Activity in 
any thing to let out and unite that Goodneſs, that is in ©; 
it, to that defire and Vacuity? the very warmth of 
our Cloaths, the nutriment of our bodies, do beſpeak * 
2n Infinite Rational Communicative Goodneſs, that © 
defined theſe correſpondencies , and hath taught che 
creatures thoſe mutual motions for their own andeach » 
others Good, while they themſelves know not what or # 
why they doit. 3 
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CH ab. I. and of ony Sebves. 2 
a ->. Ffom the former conſiderations it follows moſt 

* eyidendy that he is »# uf, and that it is impoſſible 

> he can be otherwiſe, and this as it necef{arily reſults 
from the admifſion of his Goodnels ( for ?fice is no- 
.2 thing elſe but Goodnefs in a rational Beingindued with 
ly 3} Will ) fo it flows from this confideration that he is 
ie "22 the Firſt Cauſe of all things. _ can be ſaid 


0 


2 Unsft which is not contrary to the prohibition of ſome 
..: Law given by ſomething that can exa obediehce to 
" it : Nothing can give the Firſt Being a Law or Rule 


5 -- but his own will, and conſequently he can do nothing 
1, © but what is moſt Juſt, becauſe ic is impoſſible thae 


© any thing elſe can be a Rule of Juſtice but him(elf : 
f not any thing without him, for then he were not the 
Firſt Being 3 nor his creature, for over- that he hath 
4n _ _ 2 moſt ſupream and abfolute dotninionz How can that 
4 : Which receives his being,” his ſubſiſtence, his rules of 
o | Juſtice from the Firſt: Being, preſcribe arule co himz 
2 = by whom its, -or exact the performance of it? So that 
3 > nothing can be the rule of Juſtice co him but his own 
> will; and therefore what he wills cannoe be bne Juſt, 
:- © becauſe he wills ir: and as it 3s inipoſfible for him to 
{ _ a@t but what he wills fo jr is impoſſible for him to 
will baewhat'is Jaſt, becanſe his will is the only rule 
| of his Juſtice : and though ex *thya rei he might have 
* 7 willed what he doth nor will, yet that whichhe'had 
2 fo willed had'been jbft; yet '& fas the'aRofhiswill 
7 being Etermll'and immutable, 1t' is impoſſibleany-un 
J juft thing ſhookd be done by* him, becauſe im 
2 he ſhould. do contrary to his own will, which is the 
"2 only meafureand rule of Juſtice; 
Z And from this we may cleirly'evidence, 
'Z 1. Thar there is a moſt abſolute wnlimired Dominion 
2 and Power in- the: Firſt'Caule- over its Effects, and he 
+ is bord: untb- it by'nof other obligation'bur his own 
= Wil, whicttthoughr 1 ſelfin all _ 
bw 3 
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22 Of the Kyowledge of God, Pant 1. 
and Tenderne(ſs, and Goodneſs, and Wiſdom towards: |; 


: f, yetitis only becaule it 1s his Gaod will ſo todo.  * 


'2. That therefore whatſoever Rale or Law the. Firſt 
Cauſe doth preſcribe to his creature, -that is capable of a 
Law, it ought wnqueſtionably to be ſubmitted unto, for what 
ſoever he wills muſt needs be juſt, inaſmuch as there 
35 no mea(ure'of luſticeor Injuſtice but his will, although 
we are not to look upon any thing required by the 
Firſt Cauſe but flowing from a moſt Wile, as well as 
a inoſt abſolute Will, and ſo holding a proportion with 
che ability of that creature from whom it 1s re- 
quired. | 

3. From hence we find where is the Ori nal of all 
7«ſtice in the] World; it muſt all be efolvel into that . 
will of the Firſt Cauſe, and that in a double reſpe& : 

1. In reſpe&t of Conformity; for were there no pre- 
ciſe Law given to rational creatures, it is true there 
could be no Obligation, yet a Conformity in the actions 
of rational creatures to the ſimilar actions of the Firſt 
Cauſe towards his Creature would be Comely and Juſt 
in a rational Creature: and queſtionleſs as the irrational 
Creatures have certain Inſtin&s planted in them by 
their firſt creation, which though they are not pro- 


 perly Laws, but Inclinations, to Man, as he came 


out of the hands of his Maker with the imprefſion of 


his Image upon him, had ſome conformity to the ſu- 


pream Juſtice without any reference to any Command, 
which is not (clean loſt, but even in Men without edu- 


| cation doth ſtrangely manifeſt ic (elf in divers parti- 


Culars. | 
2 In reſpe& of Obligarionz for there can be nothing - 
imaginably Unjuſt,” without theſe two conſiderations, 

1. A Law| commanding or forbidding a thing under 
a pain : whatſoever falls not within the command or 
Prohibition is| permitted, and cannot be unjuſt. A 


2 Ciar, | 


> and to inflict the puniſhment 
© breach of this Law. Otherwile 


"th 


. and of our Selves." © 
$ :. A Power to exact an Obedience: to that Lay, - 


follows . upo 
AY were n rj 


.the . 


23 


Dy, of this Law, I find my 
'2 under pain of Guilt, to obey. 


13} extrinſecal, I may avoid their power, and then I am 


Jous and vain. 


Now . as to the firſt, wichour al el ETEOe 


16 in wy firſt eat: of, real; ng le ;FToyBares? 
did, by . what way we know An Wy} 
* whe why he ſhould live, and wich te cedg: oy 
© poſterity as the Com:nands of.che Firſt 'Caute,-though 


1n ſucceſſion of tine thole, -grew weaker 4 'COr-'. 
. rupter every day than other, * . nor 
'Thele arc thoſe _ Naturalia, * Of ha inns of NW, = 
Avhich have an influence ug all. the Au'hot hath -yovity 
the Laws of Men, as to. worſhip, '. t” « particular WP: 
God, to keep our Promiſes, &c. 
and when we come ſo far as to be.p uf waded chat ri 
are the Laws of God, then it binds in a'fear 6/0 
becauſe thereby we become TARIE opanthne ih 
we are ſure he hath Power and inflictyh is Mey 
being univerſal and unavoida Jen £1 his and 
- 2a over his creature ab (ale a and og 
anDIC © 4 97 Fi 
: Thus we flad a plain Obligation ir | 
-are given by the Firſt Cauſe, ,and, 
ary 9p we have Foy 'to 
* mealure what's Juſt, and what's Unjult : pr 
7 reſolve any thing into the Command or Prohibition 
{elf bound:in Conſcience, vis. 
"If 1 enter into a ſociety 
bound by the Laws, that the greater 
Society makes, they make a Law: 


"I 


5 ow fs 


I and agree 0/08 
3 number of that 


7 here be now but two things chat.can bind me to ob- 
2 terve this Law, and conſequently to denominate my . 
3 diſobedience thereunto Unjuſtice, viz. 


The Power of the Society, but that is but a thing 


C4 abſolved; 


ſon 


| abWyentt bind meto keep 


_in'n9 
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abfolved; and ifexternal power were enough to deno- 
minate my diſobedience Unjuſtice, then F 
procure 4-power to overmatch theirs, their obedience 
to their own Law were injuſtice. TC | 
The Ptom and Sghrement to ſubmit to that Law 
e:' but\ whats binds me. 
proethile'7'-'if nothing binds me to it, then is notmy dit- 
obedfehce- gny Unjuſtice ; for the obligation of the 
Law (is, 'refolved mtd my agreement ; and if nothing 


m 
gation at all upon me: therefore the Dominuon, Power 
and Jaitice of 'the Firſt Cauſe is the'only Bond, where- 


by: we we bouhd, and whereunto all Hymane Juſtice 


is to' be reſolved borh'in'point of Conformity as to its 
Pattern, and Obligation as ro ts Law. 
'But how theſe- Eawy were at firſt given to Man, 
whether by 'a| fortrial”Cammand , or whether by an 
immedi Impreſſion in underſtanding and will, or 
whether by-an' implinted Propenſipn or inclination in 
the-wilt, or partly LO; part y by another, it 15 nor 


eaſy to-devermine. Sed wide infra, But whatever way | 


it was, it is impoſſible to have any notion or imagina- 
rio of uſt er unjuſt' among Men, withqut reſolving'ic 


Men by the Firſt Cauſegf our being. © 


's.- From the confideration of the Eirſt Cauſe -and 
ofthe premiſles, it muſt needs follow, that be is Immuta- 


ble : for Murability is inconſiſtent 


1. WithhisPerfettion. Ir is' impoſſible thata Pate” 
AR cn have/ ans Change; for all Change doth ne- | 
r 


ceſltrily infer /Paſſibiliry and Receptibility of whar ic 


had-not' before; ' and'to ſuppoſe that; were to conclude 


he- were not As Simpliciſſimus & Perfetiſimns ; for _ 


- >. It inconſiſtent 
too of necelliy ſuppoſe a Succeffion of 


all Receptibility imports Poremtiam'ot Paſibiliratem. 
r 


- 


t that binds me ro keep my + 


prmengl have no obli- 


iſtent with his Eternity :fo Ces, : 
on ity” 
= 


nal inco- the Rule or Law that, was given ro. 
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the thing changed 4 it is not to roy intent the ſame 
ſimply, that it was before it had that change, which 
doth of neceſſity import Succeſſion, which is incon- 
liſtent with Eternity 3 for whatſoever is Eternal hath 
4 no Succeſſion, and conſequently whatſoever is affirmed 
” ofir at one inſtant muſt neceſſarily. be affirmed of ic 
 Fternally : this cannot ſtand with any change z for be- 
* forethatchange,that could not beaffirmed of im,which 
 miphtbe affirmed after, if ic ſhould be admitted. = 

3. It is inconſiſtent with big SinpRORe Some things 
have accidental Fs , Which yetin 
che ſame, as from'ignorance to knowledge, from one. 
colour to another : but ſuch. accidental changes cannot 
be in that, which is Exus Simplics{[imum, becauſe there can 
be nothing in him, which is not his Eſſence. | 

4. Ic is Zconfifnr with his Infinicade 3 for to what- 


ſaever any rhing can be added -that ithad noc before, | 
her - 


chat cannot þe Infinire, becauſe fill capable of a 
acceſhon, | | . 
And as t 


neither mow nor thep In it 


'2. The Emazan; . Ads, | 
IO 
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ence continue. 


It 26 Of the Knowledge of God, PARTI. * 


7. Not in his Eſſence. It is true here is a new 
relation that was not before : for when the Firſt Be- 
ing produced an Effect, it is true the Relation of 
a Cauſe and an Effet is now produced, which 
was not before, and ſo when more EffeRts are produ- 
ced, the Relations are multiplied ; but Relations breed 
no Change at all in the ſubject concerning whom 
they are affirmed: the being was the ſame before it pur 

- forth it ſelf [in a cauſation, as it was before 3 it doth of 
neceſſity import a change in the thing effected, viz. a 
motion 4 nom efſc ſimpliciter, or a woneſſe tale, but not in 

 theCauſe, which had an abſolute being before, though 
 notactually as a Cauſe before. 

2. Not in his Will, Ir is true, when any Effet 

| 15 produced that was not before, here is an execution 
of what was not before, but the will of that to be then 
.. was from all Eternity. Again when a being is either 

changed or |annihilated, - that is not by a Change of 
the will in the Firſt Cauſe, but only in the term or 

- execution of that Will; for by the ſame indiviſtble 
anc eternal a&t of his Will, he willed this or that to be 
made, and after to be annihilated intimez the Change 
is in the reins or execution of his Will, not io the 
Will, orthe Immanent A of ir. 

But how can we then conceive that there ſhould be 
one Immurcable Ac of his Will, when a thing is paſt? 

| * Thpagt the Willing flill How can he be {aid to will that 
continues the ſame; ſhall br, Whiich is already executed and 
and 3s, and vary veer, cre paſt. > For which, we muſt 

Et whi# re. . Terun to what hath been ſaid, vie. 
pable of theſe ſucce/ſions of that paſt and to .COME, Are but 
«#2tion : they art not 1:lz- the meaſure of Succeſhve Moti- 
rn 37 [7 8 , and therefore though they | 

| oy are applicable co them, yer they 
bel: ao ina pas at's of it. are = applicable | to an Indivi- : 
| ſible Being or At 5 the mealures of ſucceſſive og I 
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do not fic Eternity, which, though it be a Duration, 
that conſiſts with the Succeſſive Motion and Duration of 
the Creature, yer, it holds go proportion with it. The 
Motion of the Heavens, though 10000 times (wifter than 
the motion of a Tortois, haveyet a proportion one to. 
another, becauſe both ſucceſſive, and fo Time meaſures 

both : Bur the Duration of the Firſt Cauſe is the Durati- 
on of an Indiviſible Being, and conſequently holds not 
proportion with Succeſſion. And hence it is, that it is but 
eur groſs conception that do imagine any a of Ecer- 
nity paſt, or any part to come, or that Time doth di- 
vide the fore part of Eternity from the future part of 
Eternity : It is an indiviſible permanent Duration, no- 


_ thingpaſt, nothing fucure, but the ſame fixed inſtanc 3 


conſequently the A of the Divine will always one, 
always preſent. This Knowledge is too wonderful for me. 


—_—. nt 
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CHA P. II 
Of the Works of God of Creation and Providence. 


HUS far have we roche in thoſe inquiries, 
which rectified Reaſon ſuggeſts to us concerning 
the Nature of the Firſt Cauſe : Now weconfider the 
Emanant Aft; of his will and Power upon things without 
him ; for from this conſideration, thatheis the Firſt Be- 
ing, ic likewiſe follows thax All things beſides him muſt 
needs have their being and ſubſiſtence from him. This | 
falls into theſe two Coxclaſions: © > 
' 1. Thar all thing beſides himſelf have their being , 
0" The at aka d governed unto 
2. That all things are direQed and go unto 
their ſeveral Ends by tim. © 


Toucking 


_- 


[4 
{| 
i 
( 


28 Of rhe Knowledge of God, PxXYPE. | 


= Touching he former, vis. That all things beſides him 
I! ave their original being from him, that 1s 4 neceſlar y CO 


ſequent of the admiſſion of a: Firlt being : for whar- 
ever is not firſt, there was a time when it was not 3 
for otherwiſe/it mult be eternal, the contrary whereof 
15 before evidenced, That then. which once was fiot, 
and now is, [and conſequently had a beginning of its 
being, could not have it fromit (elf ; for nothing harh 
a power or. activity of it ſelf to produce any thing; 
therefore. thay ſecond being . mult 'needs be produce 
| by the Firſt Being 3 the conſeque- Ces whereof afe theſe. ; 

1. That alh things excepe the Furſt Cauſe had J be- 
pinning of their, being, abd conſequently, there was nog 

ernal Matter, out of whiclany thing was made. 

2. That, al Beipgs. had their; fixſt..beiong from! him 
chat is the Firſt Being. This 1s evident by what goes 
DEI... --}-:----- | > 

3. That the firſt produQion of all things by the Firſt 
Being is purely and ſolely by way of Efficiency z and 
not by derivation of ſubſtance from himſelf? for thac 
is. Lmpolh 3. us: Eflence is Immaterial . and Indi- 
viſible. F- 

4. The manne, of-this Efhiciency, or his Gay 3 
is not any aR(diitint from himſelf, bur only them ' 
a, of his mere Will, which is eſſentially the farffe. © 
with himſelf, ;and with his Inffnite Power. T 

And heroin che. firſt produRtion of. ſecond Beings. 
differs from that manner: of cauſation, which, is.; qr-. 
Cy 10, ſubſequent” produdtions' of things, :; "ot 
the firſt production of beings. was an infinite motion, 
.»42.: from a ſjmple-not-being to a being, and'tiie! = 
was acted immediately by the Infinite Power and - Wilk 
of the Firſt Cauſe,. there being no. inſtrument, to''þe 
uſed ;; or if it had been, yet any inſtrumenthad beenin-, 
finitely diſproportionable to ſuch a motion. Bat in the 
 lubſequent- production of moſt things, the matter pre- 
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citer, the cauſation of the FirſtCanſe is by inftrurmencs 
and ſecond Caufes. 0. 

5. Thar as the firſt produftion of all things was che 
immediate aR of his will, ſorhe-diſpoling of all things 
into that Order and frame, wherein they now are, was 
the immediate A of his Will, and Power, and Wit- 
dom. This is evident upon a double ground , viz. 
Firſt becauſe whatſoever had its being from another, 
Þad its eſſe tale from him. 2. It 15 not conceptille thac 
if all the things in the World had been put rogether, 
they being all irrational ſubſtances , they ſhould ever 
have marthalled themſelves into that order they are 
in, unleſs the Firſt Being had ſo willed it. And 
if ic ſhou!d be admitred that the Forms and Qualities 
of the ſeveral beings would naturally have inclined chem 
to their ſeveral places and ftations, which though all 
things had been wrapt Os ai would by degrees have 
ſevered and taken their places. Thar as it 1s impofſi- 
ble to imagine would ever have been, unleſs the 
ſubſtances themſelves as well as cheir active qualities 
had been divided: (o if it were Here it wereequally | 
to bereſolved into the Will of the firſt Being to put 
ſuch Forms, Qualities and' Inclinations in things con- 
ducing to, and effecting ſach an order, as ifthat Or* 
der and Fabrick of things had been by the immediate 
call of every thing into its Order and Rank by ce 
Firſt Cauſe. : 

6. Thar the preduRion of Mankind eſpecially was 
_ immediate work of the Firſt Being. Thus istouched 

ore. 
7. That al! theſe ARiviries that are in Second. 
Caules are pur into rhemby the Firſt Cauſe, and they 


7 workin the virtue of the Firſt Cauſe; ſo thatalthough 


the Effect be not the immediate produCtion of the Faſt 
in the 


Cauſe, yer the Adivity and Power, chat is put in t 
| : ſecond 


« rip hoay” + 
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ſecond Cauſe to work, is originally due to che Firſt 
Cauſe. And hence it is that a more ignoble being doth 


produce ſometimes a being of a higher nature than it 


elf, as the Earth produceth Vegetables, PutrefaRion 


Senlibles, becauſe the vigor and Activity that cauſeth 
it, 'was at firſt put into the (ſecond cauſes by the Firſt : 


fo that. though they move uniformly , omnibus rette 
 diſpoſitis, yetithey act in virtute Prime Canſe. 


8. Though Second Cauſes work naturally and uni- 
formly for the molt part, where all things are equally 
diſpoſed, ant this by the virtue of that Activity, which 


by the will and Power of the Firſt Cauſe was at firſt 


put in them, yet this Activity is managed and ordered 


| (o that it neither breaks the Law of its cauſality or 


motion, that was at firſt put into it, nor yet diſturbs 
or diſorders the univerſal fabrick of Nature , things 
being at firſt framed in that order, that each ſhould be 


a corrective to the other in caſe of exorbitancy , de hoc 


fra. = 
9. From; hence it follows that the conſtant and uni- 
form Comrſe of Nature is not to be attributed to it ſelf, 
but only to the Will of the Firſt Cauſe, that wills it 
ro continue in that frame, though he hath ordained 
Means ſubſervient to that end. 
10. From hence it follows that as all things in a 
prime Owe [their being to the will of the Fir(t Cauſe, 
ſ0in atts ſecundo, viz. their continuance and ſubſiſtence 
is due only, to that Will : they were made becauſe he 
willed it, and they continue becauſe he wills it. And 
this, as it |is moſt true in reſpect of the whole frame 
of Nature, which hath no adequate means of its ſub- 
ſiſtence, but the Will of the Firſt Cauſe ; fo it is true 


| likewile, as in the beings, fo in the continued (ub- 


ſiſtence of Second Cauſes, which though they are, and 


are ſupported immediately by Second Caufes, Qualities | 


ang concutrences, yet the Activity and Power , that 
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is in theſe Second Cauſes to produce or continue theſe 


Effects, is due to the Firſt Cauſe, and continues in 

- them by virtue of that Will, that at firſt planted it in 
LiEmM. 

. 2. The Diſpoſing of all things to their ſeveral Ends, whe- 


ther remote or near, belongsto this Firſt Cauſe. 

Every Intellectual Agent works for ſome End or 0- 
ther; tlie Firſt Cauſe we have thewed to be an Intel- 
+ Jectual Agent; therefore what he works , he works 

+ for ſome End anſwerable to the Workand Worker, 
- . * * andit muſt of neceſſity be that he that is the Firſt Cauſe, 
3 * or Efficient of all things, muſt needs be the appointer 
d 


LEY 


* ofhis own End in that Work. _ Ou : 
The End, though it be laſt in execution, is firſt in 


- Intention; for it moves the Agent to the work, or 
2 > otherwiſe, though he work not without an Event , 
a 2 hedoth it withoue an End. Now that whichis firſt in 


-; Efficiency muſt needs be the firſt deſigner of his own 
©. 2 End, which is but the reſult of his Workz A Second 
> Cauſe, though he may have an End in his Cauſation 
2 proportionable to the cauſality wherewith he is indued 3 
2Z yeras his Efficiency is ſubordinate to, and detived from 
It >= theEfficiency of the Firſt Cauſe, ſo muſt his End-be : 
d 2 it may be an Ultimate End in reſpett of it, it is but in- 
>Z terlocutory, or rather no End at all, in reſpect of the 
# Firſt Cauſe, but only a means conducing to the Exech- 
2 tion of the Endof the firſt Cauſe. When a paſſionate 
23 Ambitious or Covetous Man drives mainly and wholly 
2 at theſatisfaction of thoſe huſts as his End, and that End 
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As:we therefore divide all Beings and Cauſes into. | 
Firſt and Second, fo we diſtinguiſh all Ends into the 
Ends of the Firſt Cauſe, and of Second Cauſes. Touch 
ing the End of the Firſt Cauſe, we ſay it 1$ twofold, 

1, That Which 1s the End is reſpett of himſelf, This 
is nothing bur the Satisfaction of his own Will. As. 
we muſt reſolve the being of all things into the Wull 
of the Firſt/ Cauſe in point of Efficiency, fo 1n this re- 

' ſpect we muſt reſolve all things into that ſame Wull 
in point of Finality; and this is the moſt adequare and 
Ultimate reſolution of all things, they are becauſe he ' 
wills them to be. For the Firſt Cauſe, being abſolutely 
\ and intinitely Perfe&t and Good, cannot originally be 
moved by any thing without him; that would import | 
a. Paſhbility, viz. ro be moved and impullſed co any - 
thing by any thing without him; and an ImperfeCion, * 
which might be ſupplyed by the acquiſition of that End, : 
for which he works : both theſe are neceſlarily to be 
admirred many caſe, where any End extrinſecal to the 
Efficient ir] ſelf is adwitted : for 1. the End hath an + 
znpultion or action upon the ethcient, and 2. it neceſſa- % 
rily ſuppoſes a vacuity or emptineſs quoad hoc , which ® 


of Supplement or Delight. Neither of theſe are pofli- ©: 
bly co be admitted in the Firſt, who is an Infinite Good # 
commenſurate to the Infinite meaſure of his own Will. 7 
The Final [Cauſe then of all things is, He wills becauſe 
He wills. | His Glory is a conſequence of his Work in” 
the Work, not the ultimate Ead of his Work, be- : 
cauſe nothing that he made can contribute ought to 7 
his Glory or Happineſs. E: 
2, In reſpect of the thing produced, the ordination of 
every particular thing to its particular End , either in 5 
order to it ſelf, or ro ſome thing elſe, or both, the 
Intermediate Ends of all things being different accot-i 

| Ging to their ſeyeralnatures and the ſeveral diſpenſe | 


IL £ Cllar. IT. and of our Selves. 33 
"© tions of the Divine will. That this may be lo, is evi- 
te © dent upon the conlideration of that Intiniteneſs of Wil- 
h- dom, Power and Preſence of the Fiſt Cauſe, which 
Zbefore is conſidered : and that ic muſt be {01s like- 


is wile evident upon the conſideration before expreſled, 
As *F45., that the Will of che Firſt Cauſe is the Caule of 


2 4l beings and” operations in the World : Nothing can 
e- be, unleishe wills it to be: and chis will muſt needs 
il {be exrended to every individual thing and motion in 
nd >the World, for as well as any might evade the deter- 
he | . = mination of his will, all things might. 

s mx . T | E- 
ly 4 There be three degrees of things, Natural , Con- 


be Ringent, and Voluntary : Now the Means of carrying 
Yr things merely Natwra/ to their ſeveral Ends, ordinarily 


that Rule and Order, which he hatch fer in things 
Natural, and thoſe Propenſions and Inclinations, which 
*Zare planted in tings, to the obſervance of that La, 
ow this hath « threefold reference to the Firſt Caule: 

= 7, Of Poſition or giving for itis not imaginable 
that this Rule was taken up by the things themlelves : 


od =& yer it doth in no fort follow that therefore it moved 
ill. 3 not from a voluntary Agent. But chough it in- 
iſe 7 finicely ſpeaks his Wiſdom, that did fo foreſee and 
in} order all things, that one uniform Law or Rule ſhould 
Ye ſerve, without any alteration; for a change of a Rule 
ro © imports Imperfection in the Rule, and a want of fore- 
23 ſighc, in him. that makes ir, of thoſe emergencies that 
induce ſuch an alteration, Now in as muchas oy 
could be, but it was firſt in the Will of the Fir 

Cauſe, and conſequently in his Knowledg, all choſe 
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\(a- hath put into things, are Mey \ubſervient to 
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thoſe purpoſes, and conſequent]y to- the effects produ- 


£ ced by it. 


2, Of Concurrence with it, all things depending 
upon the io Caule, as well in the ſupport as in the 
Original of its ſubſiſtence. 

3. OfSubordinationto it. Hence it is that extraor- 
dinarily the Ordinary Rule of Nature is intermitted : 
for thoughithe molt exact uniform Rule unalter able 
in the leaſ} point may nevertheleſs proceed from a 
I ree Agent, becauſe the uniformity of the Rule pro- 
cceds not from it elf, but becauſe the Firſt Cauſe wills 
it to be (o, and yethath exactly htred it to the bringing 


| about his Ends ; yet becauſe Mankind is apt tomiltake, 


ſometimes there 1s an interm.ifſion or interruption of 
that Courſe of Nature : this Subordination likewiſe 
appears by the Direction and forming of it to ſpecial 
purpoſes, wherein whiles the Second Cauſe moves ac- 
cording to the Rule of Nature that is ſet in it, yet by 
the Concatenation and Conjuncture of other things, 


which happily moved naturally thither, ſome ſtrange 
. effect is produced beyond the reach of that Natural 


Agent : as when an Artificer, by conjunCture of ſeve- 
ral things together, makes uſe of the natural motion 
of the Lead|poiſe to work a circular, or other ſtrange 


' motion in a Clock or Engine. 


Now the Law or Rule of Nature, as in dbberk other 
particulars, fo in theſe ic molt evidently iheweth ir felf 


' to be nothing elle but the Courle, that the great Ma- 


ſter of the World hath put in things. 
1. Thoſe Propentions that are in things for their 


own Preſeryation and ProteRtion. Hence thoſe mo- 


tions of Inahimare things as it were to their ſeveral 
homes and (tations appointed by the Firit Cauſe, Mul- 


| tiplicarion of their kinds, Specitical Inclunations 1 Inct- 
' Cent to a whole kind. 


2. The 
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z. The Subſerviency of one thing to the uſe and 
exivence of another , wherein for the molt part the 
more Impertect 1s {till ſublervient ro the more Per- 
fect, andallro Man. vi 

3, The Dilpotition of things in thoſe places and 
ranks as may be molt utrfull, and as may belt pre- 
vent that diforder and confulion, which contrary qua- 
lities wouid produce ; as appears m the Elements, in 
hurtful creatures, Fs 

4. The: Subordination of the particular Inciinations 
and Dilpoſitions of any particular co the prevention of 
that which is contrary to the Law of the univerte. _ 

5. The admirable .Concurrence of | things indued 
with contrary qualities and deſtructive each to other 
in tic -2n{titution of mixt bodies, ſhewing a hand thar 
ce:1pers and overrules them in their operations and 
Cavulalities. = | 
s 2, Contingent Effects. Inreality there is nothing in the 
# World Contingent, becaule every thing that hath bin, is 
* or {hall be, is predetermined by an Immutable Will 
of the Fir(t Being : But we therefore call a thing Con- 
rtinzent becaule either we find noconſtant Rule or de- 
termination of the immediatecauſle tothe production of 
the etfect, or an effect reſulting ont of che conjunction - 
of cauſes that have no natural connexion one with 
another. \ When the Propher that propheſted again(t 
Bethel, retyrned back, met the Lion, and the Lion flew 
him, here was a Voluntary Act im the Prophet, viz. 
to go, a Contingent Act in the meeting with the Lion, 
a Natural A& in the-Lion to kill him: now becauſe 
this death of the Prophet had no neceflary connexion 
with all the cauſes that concurred to ic, neither had 
the journey of the Prophet any neceſſary connexion 
with the walk of the Lion that they muſt needs meet, 
the death of the Prophet, though ic hada kind ofna- 
tural connexion with the next Nw that preceded it, 

yy 2 Way 
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was in the eſtimation of Men Contingent ; yet in re- 
ſpect of that predetermination that was of all this buti- 
neſs, (which was not therefore predetermined becauſe 
ſpoken by the old /Prophert, who had only a revelation 
of That counſel) che whole frame of this buſine(s was 
neceſlary, yet note that this predetermination did not 
alter the nacure of the intermediate cauſes : the jour- 
ney of | the Prophet was nevertheleſs voluntary, the 
meeting with che Lyon Contingent, the death of the 
Prophet by che Lyon in effe& neceſlary. So the Di- 
vine Predetermination of Effe&s predetermines them 
in their ſeveral Cauſes, and takes not away the truth 
of the denomination of Neceſſary, Contingent, and 
Voluntary : it predetermines the being of each ; but the 
being of the farſt but to be neceflarily, becauſe it prede- 
rermines it to depend upon a neceſlary cauſe , as the 
Eclipſe of the Sun; it predetermines the being of the 
ſecond, but to be; contingently, becaufe ir predeter- 
- mines 1t to be upon contingent and unconnexed cauſes ; 
it predetermines the third to be, but to be voluntarily, 
becauſe it hath predetermined ifto be upen a voluntary 
cauſe, All things to him have the ſame neceſlicy of 
being, though diſtinguiſhed in their manner of being, 
which are repreſented to our underſtanding under 
the notions of Neceſſary, Contingent, and Volun- 


eary.. | | 
3. We have conſidered the influence of the Firſt 
Cauſe upon the creature i» a primo, which is givin 
it a being, or creation, and as to things Natural an 
Contingent, in «a [ecundo, which is Providence or Go- 
vernment: Now concerning the relation that 44a, the 
only v3{ble Intellectual and Yolwntary being in the World, 
Brob. We mult premiſe to this conſideration what 
th been partly obſerved, viz. 
I. That the firſt diſpoſal of every thing to its ſeveral 
End doth of right belong co the buſt Cauſe. £2, 
1 2. Ihat 
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2. That this End is twofold: 1. In reſpe& of the 
Firſt Cauſe the mere fulfilling of his own Will: 2. In 
reſpect of the Creatures : 1. relatively one to another, 
2 Subordination of one thing to and for another, as the 
more imperfect to the more perfect: 2. abſolutely, the 
End that is planted in every thing 1s its own Preſerva- 

cion and Perfection. 
3. That as the implanted End of every thing is his 
own being and perfection , ſo the being of things be- 
ing different , both in nature and degrees of Excel- 
lence, ſo are their Perfecions different, the Perfection 
of Animate above the Inanimate, the Perfection of 
the Senſitive above the Animate, and of the Rational 
above the Senſitive. | 
4+ That as the ſeveral Creatures aze moved to thei 

ſeveral Preſervations and PerfeCtions, as to their ſe- 
veral Ends, ſo they have ſuitable Inclinations, Diſpo- 
ſitions and Motions placed in them conducible to thoſe 
Ends: as che Motions of Bodies to their ſeveral ſtati- 
ons; the generation of Vegetables , and their attrs- 
ction of ſupplies of nouriſhment anſwerable to their 
rempers 3 the fading of Senfitives, and aſſimilation of 
che nouriſhment to their own nature , ſapplying the 
decays thereof; Natural Inſtins of every ſpecies to 
avoid thoſe things, places, and foods that are deſtru- 
ive , providing for varieties of Seaſons, multiplica- 
tion of their Species; and infinite the like, which is 
nothing elſe but xghat Rule, Law or Means, that the 
Firſt Cauſe hath pur in them for the attaining that 
End, which he hath put in them, »4z. their Preſerva- 
tion and Perfe&tion. And this is the great Wiſdom, as 
I may call ir, of the Crearare, that it purſues that End, 
by that Law, which the Firſt Cauſe hath given it. _ 

Mankind hath ſome things in him common with 
other inferiour Beings, and in reſpect thereof hath the 
ſame Natural End, viz. the Preſervation of his Sub- 
D 3 liſtence 
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filtence by the ſame Law of Nature, which he doth, 
and may, and ought to preſerve, as other Creatures 
do. Bur if he haye a higher degree of Being than'other 
Creatures , then conſequently he hath theſe 1wo things 
different from other Creatures, 

1. A higher End than other Creatures planted in 
him by the Firſt Cauſe, whereinto he is, or ſhould 
be carried. | 

2A higher ard| different Law even by the Firſt Cauſe 
in order to that End , which whiles he follows he is 
moſt wile, becauſe moſt conformable to the Will of 
hi; Maker, and moves to a ſuitable End to himſelf, 
by a ſuitable Means , and which when he declines, he 
is more bruitith /than the Beaſt, becauſe he either 


impoſſible he ſhould attain ir. 


moves to no End, or by ſuch a Rule, by which it 1s 


| L 


The Concluſion then is , That Man was by the Tirſt 


_ Cauſe made for an End anſfirerable to his own Per- 


ſection by ſuch a Rule or Law as was by the Firſt 
Cauſe ordained to be conducible to this End : That 


therefore all other: Ends and Perfections that are below 


the uttermoſt hight and Perfection of Man may con- 
{iſt with this End; for we are not to.conceive fo im- 
providently of the Firſt Cauſe, that he ſhould put a 
thing in ſuch a degree of being, that the Ends and 
Rules incident to any con(:deration of him ſhould be 
inconſiſtent 'with | his Supream End; all ſtood roge- 
ther; but if by any caſualty it ſhould fall out that there 
were an inconſiſtency, all the Subordinate Ends muſt 
give way to this |'Sapream End: That the purſuit of 
this great End, whatſoever 1t 1s,  - Rule, is exact- 
ly conformable to the Will of the Firſt Cauſe; by 
this, Man doth two works at once, God's work and 
his own: That this is the Great Buſineſs of Man, the 
higheſt a&t of Wiſdom, deſerves all his labour, ſtudy, 
and endeavour, and all the reſt of his Buſineſs in the 


. World 
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World is either loſt labour , or worſe, if not ſubſcr- 
vient to this great End. 

We are therefore to enquire into theſe three things : 

1. Wherein conſiſts the Eminence of the being of 
Man above other Creatures; for without this we can- 
not know that Perfection which muſt be the object of 
his delire. 

z. What is this Perfection, that is thus to be de- 
fired and attained. 

3. By what Means, and how it is attainable 


T__ 


C H A P. [IIT. 


Of Man, his Excellence above other Creatures. 


H E Goodneſs of the Wiſe Creator was communicated 

to his Effetts, 1. in giving them a Being, 2. in 
aſſigning to every thing a portion of Perfection in 
chemſelves anſwerable ro the degree of their Being, 
3. a Motion or Deſire to the attaining and conſerving 
chat Perfection, and conſequently of their Bent, 
which is the Veſſel wherein that Perfection 1s held, 
4. a Rule or Law wherewith it is indued to regulate 
and dire& and enable his Motions in the attaining of 
that Deſire. 

Thus we find in all Creatwres below Man, every thing 
ny its own Preſervation and Perfeion by a 
{trong Deſire and conſtant Rule, and enjoying a kind of 
Happineſs in the Fruition of that End , which the Firſt 
Caule gave it as its Portion: Nay in the very Diflolu- 
tion of the Creature, this is that which moves the in- 
gredients thereof to part themſelves, or concur in the 
production of ſome third thing, the thing corrupted 
!truggling nevertheleſs as long as it can to keep it (elf 
entire, D 4 Man, 
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A1an, though in his lower” part he hath ſomewhat 
common with other , eſpecially fen- 
P. Origizat. 1. te. 2. {ible Creatures, and therefore in that 
'reſpe& reſembles them in his Mo- 
tions, Fruitions and Ends ; yet he hath ſomething that is 
of a higher Conſtitution, and conſequently capable of a 
hig.ier Perfection, whereunto he moves as his End, by 
2 Law or Rule anſwerable to fo great an End , this 
lacter being of a higher Frame, yet an{werable to that 
in other Creaturers , which we call the Law of Na- 
ture, Inſtin&, or Natural Inclination. 

The firſt thing! therefore examinable is, herein 
conſiſts this Perfeition of Man above other Creatures: And 
queſtionlef$ that is # bzs Soul, which aCtuares, animates, 
and direts his Body : and therefore before we can 
find our what 1s that End, that is anſwerable to the 
cegree of Man's being , we muſt enquire what this 
Soul is, whereis Man's Perfection confiſts, whereby 
we (hall be able ro meaſure out what End will ſerve it. 

The Soul ef Man is conſiderable : 

1. In its abſolute Eſſezce we muſt conclude it to be 
an Imwaterial Immarta! Subſtance. This chough it be 
a certain truth, yet it 15 impoſhible naturally to de- 
monſtrate it: the reaſon is, becauſe nothing can come 
co our Underſtandings demonſtratively but either by 
our Senſes, or by Ditcourſe and Reaſons deduced from 
ſuch things as ſo come to our Senſes. Ir is true the Firſt 
Cauſe falls not under our Senſes, yet by neceſſary 
deduction |. from what falls under our Senſes] we 
neceflarily conclude, That he is, and in ſome things, 
Vhat he is \: but the Being of the Soul, as it is not 
conſpicuous to the Senſe, fo it is not deducible b 
Demanſtration : it is a Truth which is revealed at firſt 
{upernaturally, and afterwards traductively. Ir is true 
that when we have the knowledge of it, we may. find 
- many reaſons to fortifie it, divers difficulties thereby 

DT reconciled, 
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reconciled, which without that admitted were almoſt 
impoſſible to be broken through; which ſtings che 
moſt bold and adventurous ſinner or Atheiſt with an 
invincible ſuſpicion of the truth of this Truth; yet 
I cannot find how merely by Natural Reafon a Man 
can firſt find out the truth of this Propoſition, That the - 
Soul is a Subſtance Immaterial.. We owe this truth in 
its original to Divine Revelation 3 though when diſco- 
vered, the contribution of rectified Reaſon may con- 
clude it at leaſt probable, 

But that being granted , it doth of neceſſity follow, 
that it is I»wortal and Incorruptible : for that which 
is Immaterial, is aus ſimplex , which excludes a com- 
poſition of, Matter and Form, not Simplicifimus, which 
excludes the compoſition ev Ente » of this the Author hath 
& E ſſentia , Or ex Attn & Potentia. written a large Traft , 
Now concerning thoſe Reaſons hich be finiſhed but 2 lit- 
that conduce to prove the * Im- ” pu og If Wor ys 
rs Po and Spirituality of the madied with, | 

ul 3 4 | 

1. From the manner of its Operation - 

1. In the Underſtanding, which though it takes its 
riſe from things that paſs through the Senſe, yer it re- 
fines them from their: Materiality , concludes from 
them things, which are not conveyed in by the Senſes, 
abſtradts., riſeth to the conſideration and apprehenſion 
of Spiritual Truths. | 

2, In the il, which is carried to affe& a Good 
that falls not within the reach of Senſe, controlls 
and commands the Senſual Appetite , takes it off from 
thoſe things which ir purſues as naturally and violently 
as the hungry Lion doth his Prey, and impoſeth a Law 
of Reaſon upon them. : ; 
ol From the Conſcience , that ſarcles at the commit- 
ting of a horrid Offence, though with the greateſt (e- - 
crecy and outward ſecurity in the World, Sed ae hrs . 
4AtiUs infra, 7 ES 2. From 
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2. From the 7»ftice of Ged,. Tt is queltionlels certain, 
that as God put 1n! the (ſeveral Inſtin&ts and Propen- 
ſions in the inferior Creatures , whereby they are car- 
ried to their Ends; fo there was ſome Rule given to 
Man, that was anfiverable to the ſeveral dimentions of 
thole Abilities he had above other Creatures, viz, Un- 
cerſtanding and Will. And queſtionlels, as thoſe Pro- 
penſions are internal to the inferiour Creatures , and 
do not only rale their Actions, but alſo their Inclina- 
tions, {0 5 pes was given to Man , extended 
not only s Outward Actions , but to thoſe inward 
Motions of his Soul, by the violation of the leaſt 
part of which Law he incurred a Guilt , which is an 
Obligation to Puniſhmeat , according to the Penalty 
of this Law. Now it is impoſſible that this Juſtice 
ſhould be executed, conſidering eſpecially the outward 

rpenſation of things, without the Object of this Ju- 
ſtice ſurvived his Body. 

3. From the Wiſdom of God, who (ſurely gave not 
his Creature an Underſtanding that might arrive to 
know him, a Will rationally and ex acliberatione ro 
obey him, and yet that all this ſhould die with the 
Body ! But who 1s ſufficient for cheſe things ? 

Here is the firtt Eminence then of Man above other 
things , that he carries about him an Immaterial and 
Immortal Soul, which ſurvives his Body; and this. 
neceſſarily .concludes that the Good, or End, or 
Fappixe/s an{werable to this Perfection, cannot be either. 
Material or Mortal. | 

1. Not Materia!, | becauſe. it holds not proportion 
with that Nature and Recepribility of the Soul. And 
from hence as it is moſt rational to conclude, that any 
Object of the Senſe| can never be that Good that the 
Soul drives at, 10 1t is moſt evident by two Experi- 
MEALS :] | | SH. | 


x. In 
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1. In the Wearineſs, Nauſeouſneſs; and unfati(C- 
facerineſls of them. If a Man had all the Wiſdom 
and Contrivance in the World, and the moſt eager and 
intenſe deſire after theſe Obje&s of Senſe, or the 
Senſual Appetite, that can be imagined, and all thoſe 
Supplies and Opportunities that might conduce to 
cle filling of theſe Delires, yet in the mid(t of thoſe 
Enjoyments he would find a Nauſeouſnels, a Satiety, 
2 Wearinels. And that 1s the reaſon that voluptuous 
Men travel from one Pleaſure to another. Which 
though they are exquiſitely proportionable to that 
Senle they are framed for, yet there is ſomewhat with» 
'in, which is ſtill empty and craves, who cannot re- 
liſh nor taſt thoſe Enjoyments, and cries after ſome- 
thing that may be more ſutable to it, and the Man . 
not knowing what that is, travels from one thing to 
another to find ſomewhat to {atisfie that Delire , but 
cannot till he light upon that Good that is Immaterial. 

2, In that the more Spiritual the Object is, the more 
ſatisfaction it breeds. Hence the Soul doth in effect . 
Spiricualize all that cometh into it by abſtraCtions and 
rational deductions. And from hence among mere 
natural Men, the Contemplative is the molt happy, 
becauſe he fits his Soul with Food in ſome meaſure 
anſwerable to it. And according to the lzvity or 
weight, vanity or reality of the Obje&t, this Eujoy- 
ment is diverſified. 

2. Net Mortal or periſhing. As the want of a pro- 
portion between the Immaterial nature of che Soul 
and Material Objects, renders them unpleafing and 
unſatisfactory to the Soul ; ſo if there were a ſuirabie- 
neſs between their Natures, yet if there were a ſuit- 
ableneſs in their Duration, it wants that which is 1e- 
ceſlarily required to Happineſs, or an End an{werable 
to the Soul, and that upon a double Reaſon. 


1. In 
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7. In the Fruition. | The very Enjoyment of a' ſuit” 

able Good, which I am ture mult leave me , miggles 

fear and preapprehenſion of the loſs of my preſent 

Enjoyment, and conſequently cannot poſſibly be Hap- 

pineſs. And from hence likewiſe graws that Vexa- 

tion, Which 1s dipt in the higheſt Enjoyments : every 

Man in the very Enjoyments, hath the preſent appre- 

henſion of an inevitable future loſs of them , elpeciaily 

in Death, which doth take away that poſlibility of 
farther uniting of external Objects to Man. 

2. In the Loſs of it. That cannot be a ſuitable End 
eo an Immorcal Being, that muſt be ſevered from it. 

The Concluſion therefore of this Conſideration is, 
that the Wiſe Maker of Man, as he hath made him 
a ao corporeal Creature, did put into his hand ſuch 
a Good, as was common with other Creatures, which 
he may juſtly enjoy : | ſo, as he furniſhed him with an 
Immarterial Immortal Soul, he did order that Soul to 
an End anſwerable to it (elf , and above other Crea- 
rures, viz. an Immaterial Immortal Good. And lefs 
than this cannot be an End an{werable to the Wiſdom 
of the Worker, nor value of the Work. 

2. Thus concerning the Nature of the Soul ; now 
concerning the Faculties, whereby it is enabled to 
move to that End. And thefe have a threefold »e - 

I. Firſt they ſerve as fit Receptacles co entertain, | 
and be united unto that Good , which is the proper 
End of the Soul, and hold ſome avon with that 
Object, wherein the Happineſs of the Soul confiſts. 

2 They ſerve as Receptacles to receive that Rule 
or Lai, which muſt conduceto that End, and therefore 
they are likewiſe ficted for thar. - 

3. They ſerve as Helps and Inſtruments actively to 
move to that End. Theſe three are (een likewiſe in in- 
feriour Creatures : 1.|They havea Receptibility of char 
Good, which is anſ{\yerable to their Nature: 2. A Re- 

Fe ceptibility 
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ceptibility of that Inſtint, which is their Law, where- 
by they are directed to that Good: 3. An Activity 
in them to carry them on to that Good, according to 
that Rnle or Propenſ1on. 

The two great Aﬀections, that every Being is en- 
dued with, 15 the Truth of its being , and the Good- 
neſs of it: Anſwerable to thoſe are the two great Facul- 
ties or Powers of the Soul; the Underſtanding, which 
is converſant about the former ; and the Will , which 
is converſant about the latter. Yet in the very ſame 
Faculties both theſe are conjoyned under their diſtinct 
Notions, the Underſtanding taking into confidera- 
tion the Truth of that which is propounded as Good, 
and the Will being carried with a detire to the Know- 
ledge of Truth as Good. | 
Now concerning the Vnderftanding, it hath a three- 
fold Power : 

I. A Receptive or Paſſive Power , whereby it takes in 
thoſe Objects that are conveyed to it by an impreſ- 
ſion from without, whether it be by the ordinary and 
natural way of the Senſe, or by a ſupernatural im- 
preſſion, or by artificial means, as Speech, or Reading, 
or other Signs. And thus it receives not only fimple 
Apprehenſtons, but likewiſe Complex, or Propoſi- 
tions Now without this receptive power, it were 
umpoſhble for any knowledge to be in the Soul, bes 
cauſe our Knowledge is not by Intuition, as the Di- 
vine Knowledge is, but be reception of the thin 
known, into the Soul, And hence it is plain, atal] 
Knowledge is extrinſecal to the Soulz for though it be 
apta nats tO receive the ſpecies or object into it, yet 
without ſuch reception it cannot actually know it. 

2. A Retentive Power of the Objgct or Propoſition 
received. Without this it were impoſſible for the 
Diſcurſive Powerof the Underſtanding to hammer any 


ſ 3. An 


thing out of ir. 
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Jo An Aive and Diſcarſrve Power, whereby the Un- 
deritanding is able to work upon thoſe Objects thus recet- 
ved and retained, and! deduce Concluſions and Conle- | 
quences froin them : So that though the foundation of 
this intel:;etual Motion be from thoſe things that are 
imprelled from without upon the Soul, yet when they 
are once there, this active and diſcurſive part of the Un- 
derſtanding| can draw millions of Concluſions, create 
millions of Mixtures ,| and entia rationss, which prefent 
not themſelves at firſt to the'paſſive Underſtanding. 

The Rule whereby this Active Power of the Un- 
derſtanding works, is|that we call Reaſon, which is bur 
a bao the Divine Light, a part of the Image of 


God in Man, and of ſingular ufe in all his Actions, 
if rightly uſed. De hoc infra. 


Now as all Receptiveor Paſſive Powers are perfect- 
' ed by the receipt of the Object which may fill that va- 


cuity, Which is in the Power; and as all Powers 
are likewiſe. perfeted by Acts and Habits; ſo are 
theſe Intellectual Powers; they have their (ſeveral Acts 
and Habits, whereby! they are perfected and moved : 

I. Xnowleage, and this I may call of two kinds : 

1. Paſſive Knowledge, which an{wers to the Paſſive 
part of the Underſtanding. Such is the Knowledge 
of Simple Apprebesſfions, which come through the Sentes, 
_— Knowledge of Principles , and theſe are of two 

inds: 

t. Such as are per /e nota, and without any Argu- 
mentation are ſubſcribed unto, as many Principles in 


7] 
| 


4 


the Mathematicks. | 

2. Such as are $ſcribed 1 the Heart of Man by the 
Maker of Man. Thus without all queſtion at firſt, 
God did indite his Law in the Heart of Man ; but this 
being not eſſential co the Soul, though he retained his 
Intellectual Soul; his Principles of this kind were ob- 
literated : and therefore ic was the Mcr.y of God from 
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time to time to inculcate them into Man's Poſterity. 
Sed de hac infra. 

2. Aftive or Diſcurſive Knowledge, This bottoms 
it ſelf upon thoſe ſimple 14 juan a , that are in the 
Paſſive Underſtanding , and upon thoſe Principles chat 
are in the Soul, and by purifying things from their 
' materiality , abſtracting , riſing from'the Effect to the 
Cauſe, and ſo downward , by the aid of that Light 
and Rule of Reaſon , which the God of Wiſdom hath 
put into the Soul, arrives to thoſe Truths, that lie in 
the Creature , as Gold in the Stone, beyond the reach 
of Senſe to acquire. 

Now in this refpe& the Underſtanding of Man is 
of vaſt and boundle(s Capacity , and is capable to re- 
ceive all the things in the World, and nothing that is 
finite can fatisfie it.. And hence it is, that it. moves 
ſrom one thing to another, to meet with ſomewhat 
that may fatisfie the vaſt Comprehenſion of it. It is 
true, the higher and more noble the Object is that is 
known, the more delight aud ſatisfaction it gives: but 
yet all is too ſtrait and narrow to fatisfhe it. If-it, 
could meet with an Object to which it might be uniced” 
perfectly, and that were large enough to fill it, then 
this Faculty of the Underſtanding in this act of its 
Knowledge had its Happineſs, becauſe ic then had 
found that to which it moſt naturally moves , and 
wherein it reſts. Now nothing can do this,but the Firſt 
_ and infinite Truth, My Underſtanding is as capable of 
comprehending the whole Earth, as it is of a Tennis 
Ballz and, could there be a means to unite the Obje tq - 
my Underſtanding, were as capacious of the comprehen- _ 
ſion of the Compals of the Heavens, as it is of either 
of the former; yer when I had acquired that know- 
ledge, I ſhould (till have a vacuity , which might com- 
prenend a million of Heavens more: For my Under- 
ſanding pares off the bulk of quantity, and the met 
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body take up no more room in my Underſtanding 
than an atome. Therefore certainly I conclude that 
the Wiſe God, that hath put my Underſtanding into 
ſuch a motion, that it cannot reſt in the knowledge 


of the Creature, and is too comprehenſive for it, hath 


appointed himſelf tg be the End of my Underſtand- 
ing in this a or habit of Knowledge, wherein I ſhall 
find an Object infinitely more than anſwerable to che 


_ value, worth, and comprehenfion of my Underſtand- 


ing. This then is the End, and conſequently the Reſt 
and Happineſs in point of Knowledge, to know my 
Creator. | 

2. Wiſdom, This is nothing elſe, but ſound Reaſon ; 


and though it reſpect the whole Man , yet it princt- 


pally reſides in the! Underſtanding. This is diverti- 


fied according to the different Obje&s, about which ic 
1s converſant, and :accordingly, gives the denomina- 
tion of a Wiſe Commander, a Wiſe Stateſman, &c. 
But that which 1s |the adequate Wiſdom of a Man, 
- 10 wm him a Wiſe Man. This confiſts in three 
_ [i E1 
1. In the diſcovery of the true and adequate Exd of 
Man. Man hath ſeveral particular Ends, to which he 
is ordained , though in ſeveral degrees and ſtations 5 
and every one of theſe Ends do, and may confilt one 
with the other : but that Man, that arrives not to the 
Ultimate and Supream End, hath not that Wiſdom, 
which is commenſurate to the Nature of Man. _ 
2. The diſcovery of the right Mears and Rule to 


attain to that End. | Man, as we have ſaid, hath feve- 


ral Ends, and ſeveral Means there are- conducible to 
that End. Conſervation of the Compeſiram, is an End 
common to Man and other Creatures; and in order 
to this, he hath ſeveral Means conducing to this End, 
as choice of his Diet, and moderation in it: Securing 
himſelf from Injuries, and in order to this , ns 

| O 
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of Riches, and Power, and Friends ; Settled Societies and 
Commonrwealths, and in order to theſe Policies, Laws, 
Trade, &-c.' Perpetuating of his kind by Propagation. 
"Theſe Ends, and thoſe Means, when known, do ce- 
nominate a Man Wiſe z though this Wiſdom differs 
in degrees, according to the ſeveral yalues of theſe 
Ends: But any, or all of theſe, do not wiſe to that 
Wiſdom,that is the proportionable Wiſdom of a Man 3 
becauſe theſe, as they are but temporary; and die with 
the Man, ſo they are but extrinſecal, and come not 
up to the value of the Soul; . The Wiſdom anſwer- 
ble to a Man, is that which orders him to his Ever- 
laſting and Spiritual End, by thoſe Means that ate 
ſuitable to it. ” CE  - 
* 3. The due Proſecution of this End by theſe Meatis: 
LIE are three great Follies in the Actions of Man- 
ind : | CTC 3 +, 
x. In making that an End of his Actions, which in 
truth is not, but only a means, in order to ſomething 
elſe: for infiance. Riches are in truth nothing but a 
Means tending to our outward, preſeryation and ſup- 
port againſt Injuries and Neceſſities; the like-of Ho- 
nour, and Power; but, whet, 4 Man ſhajl move to- 
wards Riches, or Honour, or Power, to thaf.end that 
he may be rich or great, here's a miſtake and a folly 
in reſting 1n that as the End, which in truth is noehing; 
' nor of no value, but in order to Preſervation of it (cf, 
and of that Society wherein he is, and Conſequently 
of himſelf, OO i 9 re 

2. In miſapplying Meins to that End at which he 
drives, which though the End be Tight ; is folly; bat 
if the End'be miſtaken, is double folly. . He that makes 
Riches his End, if he endeavour to attain it by playing 
at Dice, or other unfit Means, he mifles both his 
End, and Means of. it. -” 


EB 3. In 
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3. In Proſecution of inferionr Ends unmoderately, 
and without ſubordination to higher Ends. The Wile 
God hath ſo ordered all things, eſpecially Man, with 
that order and ſubordination , that all his Ends may be 
proſecuted by all due Means; yet one End, Means, 
or Profecution, not injurious , but rather helpful co 
another: and the want of diſtinction in our Ends, 
Means ,and Proſecutions, breeds that diſorder,confuſton 
and folly among men in their actions and Ends. Meat 
and Drink is neceſſarily conducible to my preſervati- 
on; I may, ard by the Lay of Nature am bound to 
uſe it: Wealth and! Riches are a means conducible to 
proviſion of thoſe [ſupplies , and to the propulſion of 
che injuries of neceſlity and Men : Honour and Power 
in Civil Societies, are conducible to the ſupport and 
well ordering of thar Society, which is my defence 
againſt the Injuries |thar I may receive from another 
man or men : All theſe may be uſed, and all fo far 
from hindering one another in my preſervation and 
outward Felicity, that they are all -conducible to the 
ſame End; and not only ſo, but may be con(1ſtent with 
the proſecution of my ligh and ſupream End, and afliſt- 
ing to mein it, when I ufe them with ſubordination to 
it : Bur without this right ufe of things to their own 
Ends, and with their due Subordination, all things prove 
unuſeful and deſtructive to it ſelf, and one to another»: 
My eating and drinking turn to Luxury and Exceſs, 
and become deſtructive to me, and conſume that 
Wealth, which ſhould be che proviſion of my con- 
veniences, and my ſapport agaimſt Injuries : My. pur- 
ſuir of Wealth turns| ro Coveroufneſs and Sordidnels, 
whereby 1 ſtraiten my ſelf in the fapply of my own 
Conveniences, and lay my ſelf ITT deteſtation, 


curſes, and envy of others; . whereby 'it is become the 
means of my ruine, | which' well diſpenſed, mighe be 


the means of my preſervation : My Honour and Power 
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is turned into vanity and tyranny, whereby I become 
the envy, ſcorn, and deteſtation of that Society, where- 
in conſiſts my outward ſafety , expoſing my ſelf ro be 
ruined by the Society whereof I am a Member; and 
the Society to the ruine of others, by my improvident 
managing of my Power. And in this inordinate pro- 


7 ſecution of any of them, without the due ſubordi- 


nation of all ro my ſupream End , I loſe my Happi- 
neſs, miſerably miſpending the utmoſt and heightof 
my Endeavours to the attaining of that, which is 
below me, and yet loſe the End , which may be had 
by them , if purſued with due {ubordination to my 
great End, : 
By what hath been premiſed, we ſee a double dif- 
ference: 1. between bare Knowledge and Wiſdom 5 
2. between that Wiſdom which is particular, and that 
which is the Supream Wiſdom. : 
The difference between the two former 1s, 1; In 
cheir Object; though every Scibile is the Obje& of 
Knowledge, it is not of Wiſdom. 2. In the Uſe; 


_ Many things. are known only , that they may be 


known; bur Wiſdom is in order to Action and Mo- 
tion to the thing known, as profitable , or from it; as 
hurtful; it is an aR of practical Underſtanding , not 
purely ſpeculative. | | 

The difference between the two latter : that which 
is particular Wiſdom, is but temporary , ſuþbſervient 
principally to the Body , ſubordinate, and when ic 
wants its due ſubordination, proves irrational : but 
the other is perpetual , becauſe fixed upon a perpetual 


_ End, principally concerniong- the Soul; ſupream and 


below 


_ without mixture of any thing in it 
3. Conſcience, Which is a high a& of the Ulder- 
ſtandings for as Wifdom looks and moves forward; 
the right Rule or TEEN , to the right End, fo 
$ |: Conſcience 
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Conſcience looks backward, and meaſures the as 
and motions of the Soul , by theſe Rules or Principles, 
and conliſts of three\ Prepoſitions : | 

1. It doth of neceflity preſuppoſe a Ruie or Prin- 
ci1,. given unto Man, directing him in his motion to 
his Supream End. | We fee all things natural have 
iome Principle, Inſtin&t or Law, whereby they are car- 
ried to their ſeveral Ends and Operations : That which 
IS 1n them an Inſtin&t, was to Man a Law, becaule be- 
ing indued with Underſtanding and Will, he was. 
ſutceptible of a Law , which inferiour Creatures were 
not. Now as the {interruption of that Law or Rule ' 
11 Natural things, brings an Obliquity and Irregularit 
in their motions , ahd ſo diverts them from that End, 
ro which otherwiſe/they would arrive; fo rhe Violation 
of this Law or Rule given to Man, doth at onre ſub- 
jet him to a rhreefald AMiſchief : 

'1. A Ze of that End, which the regular motion, 
according to that Rule, whick God gave him , would 
have carried him unro: for the Wiſe God, having 
diſpoſed all things tg their Ends; hath done it 1n, and 
according to thoſe \ways, which he hath preicribed 
them to move in to thoſe Ends. 

2. A Deformity and Uncomelineſs contracted by the 
violation of that Rule. When the Creatures came out 
of God's hands, they were Good and Beautiful: that 
Beaury and Goodnels conhiſted in nothing elle but a 
Confornuty to the Wi!l of God in theuw Beings, Mo- 
tions, and Ends: if any of that Conformity be altered, 
there ariſeth preſently a Deformity , uleleſneſs and un- 
comelineſs in the Creature. The ſame it 1s ith Man: 
he received, quelitionlels, a Rule to live and move to a 
molt ſuitable End, and conformable to the Will of the 
Firſt Cauſe, that ordered him to that End : as long as he. 
moves conformable to that Rule, he moves according 
to the Will of his Maker, to a moſt ſuitable End : Gon 
when 
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when once he violates that Rule, he contracts a Defor- 
mity, Ataxy, and Uncomelinels by ſuch violation. 

2. An Obligaticn to ſome Poſitive Puniſhment annexed 
to the violation of that Law : for let us ſuppoſe any 
Creature, wanting Will and Underſtanding, that did 
notwithſtanding, not move according to this Rule, by 


' this he would moſt clearly contract the-two former, 


viz. Loſs and Deformity : but where a Law is given 
to a Creature endued with theſe Faculties, the viola- 
tion of the Law (ſo given, incjudes in' it , not only a 
Privative Offence, as I may call it, to which a Pri- 
vative Puniſhment may be an{werable, but a Polttive 
Rebellion, Rejection, and Diſobedience to that Duty, 


and Subjection he owes , and is enabled to perform 


to his Maker : and therefore it is moſt juſt and ra- 
tional , that there ſhould be added, as a Sanction to 
that Law, 'fome Poſitive Penalty to revenge ſuch a 
violation ; that as the Obedience to that Rule, would 
carry a Man to a Poſitive Good , fo the Difobedience . 
thereunto thould be followed with more than a bare 


\ privation of that Good. 


This then is the fir{t Propoſition, that is laid in the 
Underſtanding or Conſcience, this or that is Com- 
manded to be done or omitted , as the Rule or Law 
given by God, to carry me to my ſupream End and 
Happinels , : the violation whereof , ſubjects me to 
Loſs of that Happineſs, to a Deformity and Dilcre- 
pance to the Will of my Maker, to the Curſe or 


Sanction of that Law. 


Without the knowledge of this Propoſition, the 
great work or a& of Conſcience 1s aſleep; therefore 
t is neceſlarily to be preſuppoſed, for it is the ſypream 
Reſolution o&- all Obligation in the World, both of 
Laws , Contracts and Oaths, as appears before, And 
according as this Principle is either true or falle,clear or 
gdudious, to are the actings, and concluſions of the Con- 

E 1 | ſcience, 


54 Of the Knowledge of God, PART [. 


{cience, true or ertoneous, quick or dul}. It con- 
cerns us therefore to enquire, How theſe Principles come 
into the Unaer ftanaing. 

We find in the Creatures, ſeveral Inſtin&s, inci- 
dent aimoſt to every Creature, which are connatural 
with it: We may obſerve likewiſe in Man , diſpoft- 
tions and inclinations of ſeveral kinds, common to 
whole Nations, Climates, Families , which though 
they incline the Men to actions and carriages, ſuitable 
to thoſe ſeveral diſpoſitions, yer are not Laws or Prin- 
Ciples of Nature. | 

Theſe Principles therefore of the Divine Law, called 
Natural Principles of Conſcience, are in the Under- 


ſtanding theſe ways : b 
I. Supernatwrally. Thus Rnwgury God did at firit 
give Man a Copy of his Will, thewed to his Under- 
anding and Will, | commanded him to obey it : and 
- this perfect diſcovery he made at firſt, and when it 
decayed after the Fall of Man, it is evident he did by 
Divine Inſpiration and Revelation, reinforce and dif- 

cover it, as appears by the holy Hiſtory. 
2. Artificially, by [Tradition, from the firſt Man to 
his Poſtetity, and from one Man to another. For 
though the firſt Man loſt much of his Light and Know- 
ledge , by the Fall, yet he was not without divers of 
thoſe Principles, which God at firſt ſhewed him. 
3. Naturally ; is. by the help of Reafon and ®? 
Diſcourſe; for although if a Man were bred up from *® 
his Infancy without any manner of Inſtructions, it | 
would be very difficult for him to take up of himſelf KF 
any ſound Principles of Nature, yet I do believe F 
chat the Divine Law given to Man,, hath that Juftice 
and agreeableneſs to right Reaſon, that when once. 
the motions of Reaſon had any materials of Obferva- 
tion to work upon, it would incline ſuch a Man, 
thongh weakly , to ſome, though not all of choſe Di- 
| | | vine 
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vine Laws , which were firſt perfe&ly written in the 
Heart of the firſt Man. The Precepts of the Divine 
Law, though they be: not conn with us, yet many 
of them are ſo rational , and hold fach a conformity 
with right Reaſon, that Reaſon exercifed, would light 
upon ſome of them. Hence ſeveral Nations, that we 
know not ever to have had correſpondence oge with 
another, yet agree in many Natural Obſervations and 
Cuſtoms, as agreeing to the common Reaſon of both, 
and the Wiſe God having fo ordered the Buſineſs of 
this World, that thoſe Laws, which he gave to Man, 
beſt and moſt rationally conduce to his Good here, 
as well as hereafter , as is moſt evident in the Precepts 
of the Firſt and ſecond Tables. Thus much for the 
firſt Propoſition of Conſcience. 

2 The ſecond or Minor Propoſition of Conſcience, 
is the ſtating of what I have done, whether in Con- 
formity or Violation of that Law, which 1s nothi 
but a Reflex a of the Soul, looking into the Int 
lectual Memory, and impartially ſtating what I have 
done. And by this a Man may fee that the Divine 
Law doth not -look at all upon the outward at, xs 
the violation or performance ef it, but fo far forth 
only, as it is an effe& of the Sou) and Will. And 
hence it is , that the judgment of the Conſcience loaks 
upon the work within. It is true when the a& of 
the Will is full and compleat, it is teſtified by the 
outward aQion , but it is nor the outward ation that 
makes the violation or performance. This then-1s the 
ſecond Propoficioa or Aſtumption, This or that I have 
done or omitted. | . 

3- The third Propoſition is the Concluſian , either 
of acquittal or condemnation, of obligation to that 
Guilt, which ariſeth upon the breach of chat Law, 
Lols of my End , Detormity, and-liablene(s ta the 
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Thus far concerning the Underſtanding , and the 

Cs of it, the ſecond great Faculty is rhe 1711/, where- 
by the Soul is moved to the Defire and Proſecution 
of that which is Good. Ir is true, that all Powers Catry 
with them a Natural Appetite or Motion to that 
which is the Object of thar Power, and conſequently 
comes under the Name and Notion of Good: che Un- 
deritanding naturally moves co know its Object, as to 
a Good {ſuitable to that Power : the Senſes move to 
their Objects; the Eye is not (atistied With Seeing, nor 
the Ear with Hearing : the Natural Appetice m.oves tO 
the enjoyment of ſuch a Good, as may fill and an{wer 
the want or exigence'of the thing that hath that Appe- 
tice, But the dfcrence|between the Motions of the Will 
2nd other Faculcies, 1s] con{tderable 1n two things : 

1. In the Objeft. Generally the Obſe&t of the Will 
is Good: and this Giſtineuitheth it from the Undet- 
ſtanding , whole Obitct 1s Truth: fo that though the 
ſame thing is the Object of bortl; , yer thole Faculties 
faſten upon it under | ſeveral Notions, as the ſame 
body may. be the object of my Eye as coloured . and 
of ny Touch as hatd!: and though Good and Good- 
ne\s is an Ovject of my Underſtanding, as a Scibite, 
wherevy my Underſtanding examines the "Truth , the 
Notwe, the Circumftances, the Degrees, the Suir- 
ableneſs of it; yet it is an Object of my Will, as ap- 
petible or C&{trable, which is nothing elſe, but the 
motion &f the Soul to Union with that it concludes to 
be Good, and {uc!: 2 Good hath theſe Qualities: | 

1. It muſt be «4 P74/ib/e Good : and this hath a 
doyb'e Reaſon: 1. Becauſe this 1s an Inclination put 
into the Sov! by the Wiſe Maker of the Soul , who 

never vid uiy thing in vain and therefore never puc 
' any mtiva 10 any thing , to ſuch a thing which is un- 


attainable cv natara rei ; It 15 true de fatty it may fall - 


out that Good to which the Soul is moved, may not 
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be attained by reaſon of ſome extrinſecal interveni- 
ence 3 and yet ex natara rei the Good may be attainable. 
z. Becauſe the Will is a Rational Faculty, and though 
of ir ſeit, 1t moves indeterminately to all Good , yer 
when it moves to any determinate Obje&, it moves 
upon the predeci{ton of the rational Underſtanding : 
Now it were a mere irrational a&t ro move, and im- 
poſſible thing that it ſhould move to that which the 
Underſtanding doth not in ſome ſort conclude poſlible 
to attain : for the end of Delire is union to the thing 
deſired 3 and were there not a Poſſibility of Union 
concluded in the Underſtanding , there would be an _ 
impoſſibility to willjt, or move after it. 

2, It muſt be a Sitable Good to the Exigence, Na- 
cure and Condition of the Subject thar defires it : 1. To 
che Exigence of the Subject: And this is evident in all 
motions of all things: they move to that which is apc 
to fill up and ſupply that vacuity, which 1s inthe thing 
deſiring it, even in natural, as well as rational Ap- 
petites : the Hungry Man his Appetice is not for 
Clothes, but Food. 2. According to the Condition of 
the Subject : A Senlitive Appetite moves to a Sen- 

' fitive Good; and a Rational, to a Rirional Good; 
\and an Immortal , to an Immortal Go: !. And al- 
though Man conſiſts of feveral Pieces, and therefore 
hath ſeveral Exigences and Conditions, and conſequent- 
ly moves to ſeveral Ends an{werable thereunto, and 
the Will is carried to thoſe Ends: yer when the Will 
iS rationally and regularly moved, it moves ta the 
Inferiour Ends or Good , with ſubordination to that 
whech 5s the Greateſt Good, rd therefore reſts not in 
them , nor is ſatisfied with t!zm: Nay, though by 
realon of Ignorance or ot!:2; Accident it miſtike , or 
know not, or forget its Sup;eam End, it takes no 
full Satisfaction in thoſe Iiterivur Goods : Though ir 

know not what to delie, ye. in all the ha" 
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of theſe inferiour Detires, it finds that ithath not what 
it ſhould, and thatibreeds diſcontent, wearineG, and 
changeable purſuits of empty and unſatisfying pleafures 
and profits, and contentments. 

Now the Will is carried to its Obje&, by a double 
_ Principle of Motion : 

1. Original : That Great and Wiſe God , that hath 

PEN all things, Inclinations to their ſeveral Ends, 

put this will in Man, to move to his End : wherein 
he hath ac once fulfilled his own Will; He did it be- 
caule it pleaſed him; and Jed Man to his Happinels ; 
for this we may moſt clearly fee in the Frame of ail 
things; His Wiſdom and his Goodneſs is ſuch, that 
the Duty and the Happineſs of his Creature, are never 
ſevered; When the Creature moves to the fulfilling 
of his Maker's Will, he moves in the ſame act co his 
own Perfection and Happinels. | 

2. Immediate: The Underſtanding is the Seat 
where God hath ſet his Light , the Light of Reaſon : 
the Deciſton or Determination of Reaſon is, or ſhould 
be, the Guide of our! Will : Now the Determination of 
Reaſon and Underſtanding 15 twofold: 

I. General, That wharſoeve rends to the Good of 
the Subject, is to be defired and proſecuted , and that 
according to the ſeveral degrees of that Good , accord- 
ingly ought the deſire | and proſecution to be : if there 
be two Goods propounded , the one more perfect, 
univerſal, &c. than the other, then though both may 
be purſued, yet this with ſubordination to char. 

z, Special, Speciticating and determining this or 
that to be Good, and giving the degrees thereof, 
which is or ſhould be the meaſure of the motion of - 
the Will. This is the laſt a& of the Practical Under- 
ſtanding : For though all Good be che Object of the 
Will in its Latitude, yer the Will faſtens particularly - 
upon that Good , which by the Underſtanding , pre. 
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ſented to be his Chiefeſt Good: and in order to the 
Union unto this Good , is the Motion of the Will , 
and ſabſervient to this Motion, are the feveral Paſ-. 
fions and Aﬀections of the Soul, which are but the 
impreſſions of the ations of the Will upon the Blood 
and Spirits, whereby the Will exciteth and produ- 
. ceth choſe external actions in the __ , Which tend to 

ws execution of its commands , and therefore I omit 
chem. 

Upon what hath been ſaid , may appear, wherein 
lies the immediate Canſe of Man's miſcarriage tO his Su- 
pream End: Ir lies in the Defects of his Underſtand- 
ing and his Will. | ; 

1. For his Underſtanding : If this hath either no Light, 
or a falſe Light, the Will is miſguided : The Soul 
of Man will be moving to ſome thing or other un- 
der the notion of 3 this ſets the Underſtanding 
a work, which, if not rightly Principled, takes up that 
for his Good, which either the temper and conſtitu- 
tion of the body and fleſhly appetite, or the preſent 
opportunity ſuggeſts and affects, and puts the inten- 
tion of the Will upon it 3 as Pleaſures, or Profits, or 
Honours , or empty Speculations : and yet in the pur- 
ſuic of theſe a Man (that hath almoſt any Intellecuals, 
chough it may be he arrive not to the true and poſi- 
tive Knowledge of what is his Supream End) moſt 
epi finds, that this is not; and though ſome- 
times he knows not why, yet he is ſick and weary of 
them, as unſatisfying and deceiving thingsz wheraas 
the true cauſe is that diſproportion they bear to the 
nature of che Soul, and are not that End, to which it is 
ordained and would move, if it knew it, and how to_ 
attain it. Again, though the Underſtanding doth ſome- 
times find, that theſe are not the _ will make me 
happy , but I ſpy the true and Everlaſting Happineſs, 
yet the Conviction is not ſo ſtrong and evident , that 
| | It 
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it dares conclude the purſuit thereof to be preferred 
before the preſent Enjoyment of thoſe delights, which 
we are ſure of : and from hence it comes to pals, that 
the competition of thele preſent Enjoyments will 


ſoon ſtarve and famiſh theſe uncompleat Convictions, 


and all purſuits in the Will of chem. Theſe and the 
like defects happen in the Underſtanding. 

2. In the 1if, which hath loſt her Liberty to fol- 
low her Light, and|is captivated by the Senſual Ap- 
petite. The Lnderſiandin , being rightly inlight- 
ned, preſents to the Will ſeveral Ends; the Subordi- 
nate Ends, Preſervation of the Compeſitum by Meat and 
Drink, acquitition of Wealth, to provide theſe Conve- 
niences,obtaining of |Power to ſecure that Wealth; the 
Supream End, Blefledneſs, and that wherein it conliſtsz 
ſhews the Will, that|the Value of theſe Ends muſt be 
che meaſure of her purſuit of them , viz, with ſubor- 
dination to the Supream End in order to it, and bids 
her beware of turning the Subordinate Ends to Ulri- 


mate Ends : But the Senſual Appetite, either before 


the Counlel of the Underſtanding, hath precipitated 
the Will into a violent purſuit of thoſe preſent and 
{ſenſible Goods, or fo bewitched her after in the en- 
joyment thereof, that it can no more liſten to the en- 

tertainment of the purſuit of a future Spiritual Good, 


than if it had no Reaſon ; the Beaſt in Man hatl got 


the Man upon his Back, and runs away with him, 
contrary to the cries/and dictates even of Reaſon that 
ithould rule ir. And'of theſe and the like defects, all 


Mankind is ſick, both in his Underſtanding and Will, 


and cured we muſt be, before we can clearly and uni- 
101M;3Y move tO 0zr Srpream Ea, which , what it is, 
iS the next Inquiry, | 
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_ Of the Sup'eam End of Man. 


| H AT is thats Good for the Sons of Men? as It 

was the greateſt Inquiry of the Wiſeſt of Men, 

ſo it is that Problem that hath tortured che Wits, and 
wearied the purſuits of moſt of che Children of Men, 
that have been in the World. The uhiverſality of che 
queſtion grows from that reſtleſs motion in the Soul 


of Man after ſome End, which puts every Man ar laſt, 


upon the proſecution of ſomewhat as his End, though. 
1t may be not upon the ſpeculative and critical inquiry” 
Soul, teacheth a Man to conclude rationally , though. 
tie have not that artificial 'Reaſon of Reaſon, which 
is acquired by ſpeculation and ſtudy. And as' this is 
the cauſe that puts many upon: the Inquiry, and all 
upon the Proſecution of fome End, fo the difficulty 
of the Deciſion doth. produce that variety of [adge- 
ments and Practice concerning this,, which are inmpol- 
{ible all ro be ſound and true, but poſſibly chey may 
be all falſe,inas much as, there can be Due, one Supream 
Good and adequate End of -Man ,: which. is his! Hap- 
pineſs.. And from-bence it is ,. that,amongR the fe- 
veral determinations of - Men concerning! this matter, 
each do abandantly convince-the--other-, to be errors 
and miſtakes , and though none do ſufficiently ſatisfie 
and-convince a Man; that it is the right, yet doth 
abundantly fatisfie , that the adverſe: Opinion-is mi- 
en concerning this Point , becauſe the Truth is but 
one, the reſt are all Errors; and though ſome carry 
more likelihood of Reaſon than others , yer it Fs 
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ſo much diſtance from Truch, that it is diſcernable not 
ro be the Truth, and the miſtake is not only evident 
co Reaſon, but even to Senſe it ſelf. That Man 
chat would go about to perſwade me, that Happineſs 
conſiſts in Corporal Pleaſures, outward good of 
Book or Fortune , Wealth or Honours, Knowledge 
of all created Beings, practice of Moral Virtues, &c. 
I need no other conviction of the falfiry of theſe, buc 
this, That in the mid(t of any, or all of theſe, I till 
find thoſe affections in my Soul, that cannot conſiſt 
with Happineſs, but mingles Miſery with this thia and 
empty Happineſs: | 
_ 1, Defire of ſomewhat more, or ſomewhat elſe, 

which I have not, which ariſeth not from the Good-. 
neſs of what I enjoy, but from the Emprinefs and 
Narrownels of it. | 
z. Conſequently Grief for what I want , and have 
not. ; 

. Fear of Loſs of what I have. 
And never any Man in this World, in all the En- 
Foes he ever had , or was capable of, except that 
which we now intend to ſpeak of , but in the midſt 
of all, had theſe three Aﬀections about him, actually 
working, which can never conſiſt with Happineſs. 

Now the general Grounds of thefe miitakes in the 
pratice of Men is, | 1. The Error of their Judgment, 
2. The Iwperns or force of the Senſual Appetite, 
which precipitates and captivates their Judgment. The 
Speculative Error arifeth from Ignorance, 

1. Of che Subjet, Man; for ler it be but once 
granted , that the Soul of Man is an Intellectual Im- 
mortal Subſtance, all choſe Opinions , which place 
Happineſs in this Life, will be convinced clearly 
falle and vain. But though the Knowledge of this 
be ſufficient to tell me what is not my Happineſs, 
viz, That no temporal thing, no carnal pleaſure, no 
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contemplation of the Creature is commenſurate to the 
Nature and duration of the Soul , which is the belt 
art of Man, and conſequently is not, nor can be his 
ind. Yet this, though i: cake him off from the wrong 


ways, it ſets him not im the right way, but leaves him 


at a ſtand. Therefore | 
2. The ſecond Impediment, is the Ignorance of the 
Object of this Happineſs, the want of the Know- 


| ledge of God, which is the only Obje& of all our 


Happineſs : the proof and demonſtratioa whereof, 
enſues: 

By what hath been before ſaid, it is evident, 

1. That by the Wiſe ApPoeannye of God, every 
thing is ordained to an End, to which it moves. 

z. That this End is ſuch a Good, as is an{werable 
to the perfection ok the Creature, which moves to it; a 
meer Natural Agent moves to a Natural End, a Sen- 
{itive, to a Senfhible Good. ' 

3. That the higheſt Perfe&ion of the reaſonable 
Creature, conſiſts 1n his reaſonable Soul, by which he 
is a large degree above the Senfitives. 

Therefore to find out, herein that Good conſiſts, that 
75 the End of Man, we mult take meaſure of the Soul, 
wherein conſiſts Man's Perfection 3 and: When or 
Where we can find a Good commendlurate co the Sou], 
there, and there only can we fix Man's Happanels. 

1, The Soul of Man is 1»material, and conſequent- 
ly, that wherein conſiſts ar oe ,.. cannot be 
Material. This takes off all Senfible Objc&s, - as 
Pleaſures, Wealth, Outward Pomp, nay, all the vi- 
hble Creatures, from being the Obje&t of Man's Feli- 
City. It is as impoſhble to ſatisfie a Spirit with theſe 
Ones as it is to feed a Body with a Spirit : they 
hold not a proportion or conformity one to another. 
And from hence it is, that in that {mall flender uſe 


that the Soul makes of the Creature, as it cannot en- 
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cer into the Soul, till it be ſpiritualized in the ſpecies, 
which are refined more and more - the nearet they 
come to the Soul ,! firſt in the Organ, then in the 
Phantatte, fo neither can the Soul make uſe of them 
co any purpole, being received; till by abſtraction it 
hath made them of the ſame nature with her (elf. And 
trom this diſproportion between the Soul and thoſe 
1 external Enjoyments, do ariſe that Unſatisfactorinels, 
[| that comes by them to the Soul: for though they are 
uſeful to the Body and the outward Man, and therefore 
they are delirable by. the Soul it ſelf, in order to that 
| End, yet they reach not fo far as the Soul, their End 
T1 falls ſhort of it; and hence it is, that the Soul reſts 
[| i not in the enjoyment/of them, nay, though it ſee not 
1H cs proper End, yet it finds a na/eam in the excels of 
| = theſe, and therefore is reſtle{s, and moves from one 
14 Pleaſure to another. | And this is likewiſe the reaſon, 
| why every outward Pleature is greater in the Expecta-/ 
 _ tion, than in the Fruition, becauſe the Imagination of 
j the Sou!, which is the Creature that the Soul forms, 
| can bring it nearer to the Soul than the Creature, 
when it 15 enjoyed , [can come: and this Imagination, 
| as it doth delude the Soul, fo it Iikewiſe rakes oft 
gg much of chat Content which may. be lawfully found 
ai | __ © and ufed in the Creature; it makes: the Purinit too 
[4 
| 
| 


eager, and Fruition flat, in that it was over-expected. 
2. The Soul of Man is conſequently Immortal, and 
its Felicity cannot therefore confiſt in that which can- 
Ti; not be co-extended! with it, - Were there a Good 
14 imaginable , that in {its own nature , held proportion 
oi: with the value of the Soul, and yet were periſhable, it 
were impoſſible, that in the enjoyment of this Good, 
could the Felicity of the Soul conſiſt : and that upon 
theſe Reaſons, | 


z 
0 


I. Becauſe the Duration of the Soul, 1s not diviſible 


and ſucceſſive, taking # apart from the Body : A tem- 
U | __ poray- 


do'2 


PR i 
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porary Felicity would be no Felicity. It is true, we 
meaſure out our time by parcels, as years, and weeks, 
and days , and hours, and minutes, but the-Sou] doth 


s nor fo; for though the duration. thereof is not ſimply 


indiviſible, as in the Duration of Erernity , yet it is 
far more ſwift than ours, and fo would be almoſt in- 


ſenſible of a temporary Good , though of long con- 


tinuance. | 

2. Becauſe the determination of that Good, would 
conſequently determine its Felicity, fo it can be no 
perfe&t Happineſs. | 

3. The-very enjoyment of a moſt perfe& Good, 
that the Soul looks upon as determinable, is in that 
very enjoyment wie with a diſcontent, grief, and 
fear, which are abundantly ſufficient to rob che Soul of 
Felicity in that very enjoyment, when the Soul ſhall 
be taken up with ſuch fad preapprehenſions and pre- 
expectations as theſe : © I now enjoy a good anſwer- 
< able to my deſires, and that fills up every the leaſt 
« yacuity and craving of my' Will; yet I foreſee 
«har it is not laſting, a time muſt come when I muſt 
« loſe it, and it will die under my hand ,: and yet my 
* Immortal Being ſhall have continuance to all Erer- 
' *nity, when my preſent Enjoyment ſhall ſerve but to 
© increaſe my emptineſs and miſery with the ſenſe of 
© what I had, and loſt. This Hand-writing upon the 
Wall, is enough to turn the higheſt Enjoyment, that 
is but temporary, into bitterneſs in the very enjoy- 
ment, much more thoſe vain and chin Pleaſares of 


this World, that neyer came near the Soal, but ina 


deceitful Imagination. So then to the conſtitution of 


true Happinels for an immortal Subſtance, there is re- | 


required an immortal Good. 

. 3. It muſt be a Good divided 5n irs own Natare from 
the Sexl. There can nothing be the End and 
Good to it (elf, but the 00 which is 
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66 Of the| Aionledge of God, PART I, 
ſelf fufficient : And that is manifeſt in che Motions of 
the Sou]; for if it ſelf were the End of it (elf, it 
hath its End , and\conſequently, would ceaſe to move; 
but it is evident, |that the Soul is not a Pure Act, but 
receptive of fomething diſtin from it (elf , ro which 
it moves, as to its End and Perfection. Fit 
4. It muſt be a True and Real Geod: for {ince the 
Perfection of the Soul, conſiſts in theſe rwo active 
Faculties, the Underſtanding, whoſe Objec is Truth, 
and the Will; and the principal uſe of every Faculty, 
115 in order to the |Supream End of the Soul, which 
is his Sammum Bonnm:s it 1s neceſſary, that rhat which 
 & purſued by the Will, as Good , ſhould likewiſe be 
entertained by the Underſtanding, as True; and the 
higheſt Perfection |of the Underſtanding, is about the 
Truth of that which is the Supream Good ; becaule 
that Truth is the Supream Truth. The Truth of this 
Goodneſs ſtands in| oppoſition, 1 to that which ſeems 
to be Good, and'is not at all; ſuch are meerly ima- 
ginary and phantaſtical Goods , when the Soul works 
an imaginary Good, and then works it (elf into the 
belief of at: 2. to:that, which having a being, ſeems 
to be good, and is not : 3. to that, which chough it be 
good, {eems to be the Supream Good, but is net. Tt 
mult cherefore be an Intellectual Real Good. 

S» Ic mult be an Infinite and Univerſal Good. The 
former qualifications, though each exclude ſomething, 
yet none excludes! all Creatures from being the Su- 
pream End of the Soul: Angels and Spirits are Im- 
material, Immortal, Intellectual Good, yer they want 
this one qualification, without which ic is umpoſ- 
ſible, that there can be the Object, wherein con- 
fiſts true Happineſs. The reaſon is this, becauſe no- - 
thing below an Infinite Good , can fatishe the infinite 
motion of the Soul. The motion and comprehenſion 
of the Underſtanding , though actually , it doth not 

- underſtand 
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underſtand all things finite, it" may\ comprehend all 
| finice things in the World: which 1s-clearly evidenced 


by Experience: the moſt knowing Man in the Worle 
hath as much room for more Knowledge ,: as 'he had 
before he knew any thing : if a'Man therefore knew 


Y 2ll the finite things in the World; yet were mobthe 


v1 Rc 


Underſtanding fo filled; buc were there-more.to beg 


known, he would have room'for it; and conſequently. * 


2 delire to it : Nothing then can fill and fitiare the 
Underſtanding,but Infinitenels:yet we are not therefore 
to conclude , that the Underſtandingus commenſtrate 
co the infinite nature of the Fir(t Being:' nog that hath 


. an actual Plenitude beyond the comprehentian of the 
 Underſtancing : but the meaning is; God hath-placed in 
_ the Soul of Man an Underſtanding potentially inte, 
that catinot be filled with what is actually finite ;as all 


Creatures are. And as the Motion of the Underftand- 
ing is infinite and reſtleſs, till it be filled with him 
that falls all in- all, ſo is the Motion of the Will , nos 
thing below an mtfinite Good: can fatishe it, And 
now, as we have argued upward from the Capacity 
and Vaſtneſs of the Soul and .its Faculties, that no» 
thing below an infinite Good can be its End, fo we 
mult argue downward too ; The Great and Wiſe 
Creator , who hath the diſpoſition of all things to their 
Ends, and who in his Infinite Wiſdom, hath put mo- 
tions and capacities in 2}| things, conducing and fic 
for thoſe Ends, for which he hath ordained chem} 
hath appointed himſelf to be the End of his Immortal) 
Creature, and therefore hath put in the Sonl, a Capa- 
city too Jarge for any thing below himſelf, ahd Mo- 
fions reſtleſs in any thing, but himfelf. The CGoneln/ror” 
therefore is, the Immortal :Inviſible - Creator of all 
chings, thac is infinite in Goodneſs and Truth; hath 
been pleaſed to appoint himſelf co be rhe End of Many 
wherein conſiſts his Supream 4 
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But it may be! here conliderable , How God can by 
the. adequate Objett of Man's Felicity , ſeeing Man conſiſts 
of a Soul and Body united, which was ordained to an End 
of Happineſs as well as the Sou? To omit the conſide- | 
ration of the Reſurrection , de _ infra, I do con- |: 
ceive that God is the adequate Object of Man's Db ; 
| Pineſs, in reſpect of his Compoſirum, as well as ſingly 
. of his Soul, chough in a Hierone way of Communt- 
- cation: The Communication of himſelf to the Soul, is 

more immediate and ſublime: the Communication to 
the Body and Compoſitum, mediate by Second Cauſes, 
enabling and bleſling their operations. And I cannot 
queſtion, bur; in the farſt Creation, when the Soul en- 
joyed God as the Object of her Happineſs, the whole 
Compofrum did partake of that influence in communi- 
cations of Happineſs anſwerable to every exigence an 
degree of its being, Sed de boe infra. | 
' Nowin as much as the Firſt Cauſe, is the laſt End of 
Man, and the only Object of his Happineſs, it remains 
to be inquired what this Happineſs is, Or the Formal Reaſon 
of it : for it is poſſible, that there may be a Subject 
capable of Happineſs, and a Being that may be pro- 
portionable to that Capacity, yet the Subje&t not 
truly happy. The Beatitud? therefore of the Soul con- 
fiſts in the Union 1 the Soxl wnto this Obje# of his Hap- 
pineſs : and this Union preſuppoſeth a dowble a : 

I. An a& or Propenſion in the Soul , moving it unto 
God, as toits End and PerfeQion: and as the Great 
Creator did appoint himſelf to be the End of this his 
rational Creature, ſo he implanted in him a Propen- 
ſion and Motion in him to that End; and that Propen- 
{jon and Motion is not a meer natural Inclination , bur 
ariſeth from the fitneſs of thoſe high Faculties of Un- 
derſtanding and Will for ſo excellent an Objeft. In 
theſe he hath placed a Capacity or Receptibility, 1a 
ſome meaſure of himſelf: and as every Power is ord mn 


whereby he fills the ſame withthe Knowledgeand {t 
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ed in reference to ſomething elfe, that may actyate and 
perfect ir, and Oy moves after: thar Object 
whereunto it is ordained , ſo this Receptibility, which 
God hath placed in the Soul, doth, orar leaſt naturally 
ſhould, move to that Obje&, which alone can fill its 
vacuities and receptivenels. Te... 
2, In as much as God is a Free Agent , though he 
gave the Soul theſe Faculties, yet ſo much is. his Be- 
ing and Perfection beyond: the 'reach and attainment 
of any finite Being, that this Motion of the Soul can 
never overtake his Happineſs , unleſs there be like- 
wiſe an att of Condbſcenflon and Communion of himſelf 
to the Soul : therefore there is neceſſarily required to 
che Happineſs. of the - Soul .a' Communication by 
God: unto the Soul': And' by this reciprocal a&, 
r. of the Soul to God, iasithe only peffeRion of it, 
z, of God to the Soul , filling the deſires thereof with 
himfelf, this Union and Happineſs:is-wrought.”, This 
Communication by God;is not'of/his Effence or Being, 
for that is incommunicabte, and cannot be mingled with . 
any Creature, but as eQivez and for a fuller expli- 
cation of this, God is pleaſed to.communicate himſelf 
ro the Soul, according to the nature of theſe gre 
Faculties , which he hath planted in at, ws. ets 
Ge Ge oe pe kt 
to bo eſe, it is unpofſible t 2 
truly: happy 5 fo if bothy theſe. be fully (atisfied;, there 
cannot want any thing to t Ins Happineſs ,, be- 


cauſe there' is no other _ the: Soul, which can 
receive any farther portion'of Happineſs; 
I. The Communication of Ged to the Underſtanding, is that 


of himſelf. Here the Underſtanding hath an obje& 

{arisfies and fills all the reſtleſs motions of ir, wherein 

he reads: che ſatisfaRtion' of all his doubts arid inqui- 

ries, whetegn, though upon _ ficſt view, it finds more 
; 


than 
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than egoupgh to fill its vaſteſt comprehenlion z yet eve- 
ry atome of its duration, makes new diſcoveries of 
what ic-tliogght it wanted not, the Object being intj- 
nitely rod large for all the ſucceſhve acuings of created 
'Under{tandimg, to attuin ynto , much lels in one act; | 
an Ovject wherein the Underſtanding finds not ,only [7 
amplicude , but unjmaginable delight, whiles it ga- 
zeth on an infinite Pertectionz an Qvjedt, which by 
che ſame act fills and inlargech-che Faculcy and Capa- 
city of the Underſtanding, wherein the Underſtang- 
ing, though i enjoy his Qbject is not ſatiated , but it 
relts/in it, is not tired with it. Every Power, in the 
enjoyment of ics'full and adequate Object, hath com- 
placency. and acquieſcences” which nevertheleſs 4s n0- 
thing+ette,-buc a circular and reciprocal, niotion be- 
tween the. Qbject and the- Power : che -' ras; iS mqQ- 
yed with a full deſire to the Object, the. Object being 
enjoyed ,.rerurns:ir; ſelf adequately to; ghe deſire, and 


_ this is fo ſwift. 4nd impercepttible a motion, that if 1s 


called rhe Reſt iof that. Power. Thus ic 15 with the. 
Underſtanding, hhen it .hath.attained the knowledge 
of ſome excellent i Art, or; Qbject below Ic is ,true, 
this breeds fome delight; but becauſe che Object that 
is: known, 3s net adequate to the extent of the, Un- 
derſtanding,' x rewutns not 4n arſwerable recurn.co the 
Inderſtandiog; and tlicxefare, though ic take ſome 
delight inir, yet'ic is hut;faint and weak, byt at ut- 
moſt, it reſts hot in it, but moyes cq famething elſe; 
but this Object is/more than : adequate ro. the largeſt 
Underſtanding, and therefore when the Underſtand- 
;ng is filled wich it, ir-cannor chooſe bur reſt 1n it with 
the moſt abſolute camplacence and delight,. thag that 
Power is capable of. 1 

z. 'But rhough the Underſtanding were abſe.to read 
all the Inftinjte Perfections of God, yet if that.other 
Great Faculcy be nor ſatisfied, as it js impoſſible 
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Soul ſhould be compleatly happy , ſo it is poſſible, it 
may be extreamly, miſerable, if whiles the Under- 
ſtanding contemplated the Greatneſs, Power, and 
' Goodneſs of God, the Soul ſhould not partake of ir, 
bur that Powet ingage againſt it: Therefore the ſecond 
part of the Happinels of the Soul, . is the Communication 
of that Goodveſs of God to the Soul, whereof it is capabl 
and which the Will deſires , by letting in upon the Sou 
che beams and light of his} Love, his favour, his ace 
* ceptatian; his delight in the Soul, whereby as che Soul 
moſt eagerly moves to him as his Chiefeſt Good, fo 
it pleaſeth' him to entertain thoſe motions, and fills 
them with enjoyment of himſelf, and the fight and 
ſenſe of his loye to it. . This Union of God. to his 
Creature , either in filling it wich his Knowled 
or his Goodneſs , we are not able to diſcover, only 
herein conſiſts Man's Happineſs, when his- Under- 
ſtanding 15 flled with his Maker's Light, and his Will 
with his Love; which creates a kind of mutual pro- 
priety between God and the Soul: 7 will be their God, 
and they ſhall be wy People, __ 

Now though this may be the Happineſs of che Soul 
ſeparated, byt how can this be ſaid ro be the Happineſs 
of Man, which conſiſting of a Body and inferiour Fa- 
culries fi ubſervient thereunto, and to his ſubliſteace as 
a Man? or” whether, and how can this Happineſs be 
acquired or enjoyed by: Man 1a this life, ſince his. Soul 
now as and moves organically, and accorcling to the 
temper and accommodations of the Body,.and ſois 
not capable of that clear and undiſturbed Knowledge 
of God, or ſenſe of his Love? and if ic were, how 
Soul that accommodate. the necefſities of his @rward 
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x. What are the Degrees of Happineſs, attainable 
by the Sou] in this life? and wherein it confiſts? 

z Whar |Happinefs is attainable for the whole 
Compoſiram or Frame of Man in this Life, and wherein 
it conlifts> | 

Touching the former, we gil 

1, There is not the ſame degree of Happineſs to 
be expected for the Soul in this Ike. as there is when 
either it is freed|from the Body, or the Bo reed 
from - thoſe imperfections of mixt Body Which we 
carry about ns. | The reaſon is evident in both the 
great Faculties : in that of the Underſtanding, -' 
how by [Organs and Inſtraments eo the B 
ſtraitened in its operations , according wy th bi ty 
_ bf thoſe ons and Inſtruments 3 It ſees no) 

the Eyes of the Body, though it wotks- out of thax 
fight bigher the Ne jons, and \f it had, 'as once it had, 
| a more clear and immediate Viſion of God, yer F 


Sony hot be (o. jy within the limits of Sh 


Body , as when the Soul were ineer]y ſpiticual, of 
Body (piritualized, Again, as to the Ill, it OE 
exerciſe the utmoſt of bo aQtivity in the Love of God 
becaule the neceſſity of the hamane condition tequir 
ſome of its mougre , Proviſtons, and notions? 2 neither 
can it be fo receptive of that infinire Love and Good- 
nels of God, being confined and ftrairened| with 2 
corruptible Body 2s *; it were at-large, | 

'2. That the Wiſe God did p Nile 1 proportion: 
able degree of Happineſs ro the Soul in this Life; ang 
this upon che reaſons already given. Nov in as much 
as the*aCtings of the Soul in the Body are 'more In 

compBPar'and imperfect , that Hap -< ad that was 
ordained for it, a it were fully pr ztionable 
co the perſedtion of rhe actings of the i tive, YE 
it was not ſo perfect as that Conſummate Happanes . 
which was provided for 1 It hereafter z ir was perfect! 


Roe. 
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proporcionable to the condition of the Soul as it was 
in the Body , thou Te proportionable to that en- 
joyment which the ight have, w Tom 
the ſtraitneſs £7 ody z and as the Happnes of 

the Foul in the , was jnferiour to the moos 
of the Soul ſeparate , ſo queſtioale(s, pe the in 
the Body receives Fogy oy the conn and abatements in 


ies actings 1n the with it, ac- 
cording to the eu Eqppitan 6 egy wok and con- 
ſtiturions of the Body, a the. preſent enjoyment of 
Happineſs in the Spul n : be more. of I if Ma 
had contirued 1n tus, perfeions, a Child had nor 
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74 Of” the Knowledge of God, PART 1. 
* 2. In a Comunttion of rhe Soul to God 1n Knowledge 
of him, Love unto him, and return of his Love to 
us, in 2 meaſure proportionable ro the capacity of our 
Underſtanding and Will. This, though it'be not per- 
fect, bur admits of increaſes, yet e# natura rei may 
be proportionable to the moſt perfect operations 'of 
our Soul in the Body, and doth as far exceed all othef 
Happmeſs in the World, as far as it falls ſhorr of char 
_ perfect Knowledge, Love, and ſenſe of the Love of 

God, which ſhall|be enjoyed hereafcer. ' Were a Man 
from the higheſt Honour and Reputation in the World, 
caſt into the greateſt Scorn and Ignominy , that rhe 
moſt exact and exaſperated Envy cquld impoſe or 
with ; or were |his Body laden with as many Ne- 
ceſſities, Miſeries, and Tormears', as Hunger, and 
the moſt ſublimated and ingenious Malice could in> 
Nic or contrive 5] could' as well the higheſt ſenſe, as 
the moſt imminent expectation of Death, the gteat- 
eſt of Evils, be felt, and yer protracted for an age; 


yer if uncer all this ,:the Soul can look ypon rheſe 
Aiſeries as ſuch as muſt end; "and.'ſee , 'though' at 
a diſtance, a Fruition of an Everlaſtimg Beatirude ; in* 
fallibly expecting upon_the cloſe of "theſe Miferies, 
the Expected #n.groiy is made- Prefenc by Faith, 


and over-Ballance 


th the Preſent, bur Ending Miſery : 
How much more when in the. inſtant of rheſe Suf- 
ferings ,* the intention and bent of the Soul is to her 
Maker, and the Great God ſhall by the ſecrec, yet 
real, beams of his Favour ſend into'the Soul Meſſages 
of Accepration' and 'Love > How ſmall and low doth 
this lohder the higheſt Contempts and Malice of Men 
and Devils! and how; much rather would chis' Ma 
chdoſe to enjoy theſe effects of rhe Love of his Maker 
with theſe Miſerigs, than 'barely to'fee 'rhe Expert- 
ments of his Power and Juſtice in: removing or re- 
venging them ! -*+*+ > as con 5 Þ weak 
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2 How far forth rhis Union of the Soul to. Goo, 
doth conduce ro the" Happineſs / of the Compoſitum ;'u] 
Whole Man ? or Whether i it- doch ſo or no? Wherein 


we lay: 

1. Thar the" Happineſs that' is alfrable roche 
Compoſitum , withour conf1 deritig- t great relation of 
the Soul, dorh confiſt in the' ng'and'cori Yr 

t 


ing of his ſubſiſtence and kitid3, and S ntlov 


Compoſitum delires and'moves ies if in order cotheſe 
and not otherwile, . as. in that one" inſtante of 'V cats, 
che Wiſe God: hath* en him the Senſe of Taſtin 
whereby he takes {: i; Hp in. thoſe yoo that' NOR 
joſe Noor bur hk go EY the ek Fe of 
ofe Nouriſhments thac -may the C tum 
e like of the other: Senſes.; *Now as jones 2 
I. theſe rhings moves ro theſe Erids, he'nioves 
naturally and argderly 3 but whet'th os of 'mnsV 
0 &s Bng. he refs in the Mi he 1 
Kees and'our,of the way to'thif temporal 


ine (s, t ſu ſupporc of th che Body ;'4s Wherrhe eats'and 
Fe $' to ado eee the like =o ff hee When: 
ters, as Honours, Riches; bk yr 


not egjoyed to thoſe fot, Thr  BCH thay 7 20D 
ged;” chen is the Man out' of that way'ro the req 
"6 Happineſs of; 6 Compoſitirns, "oe "the die Sup- 
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LE hath Been al 


lathe firſt fin itigs; 
thing ro their ſeveral 0. vhtth 


; om, 
there” was no claſhing 'of the ſeveral of the 
hin coll or of ſeveral! things Es Fon 
Sond iſt with the orhery the Feliciry © 5, out 
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3. That Inconſi ſtency of the Happineſs of che Soul 
with that of the Pay is not real : but becauſe, how- 
ever it comes to Fe , we have miſplaced and miſtaken 
the Happineſs of the: Body , we now place the Happi- 
nels 0 ey 10 in/turning our {elves over to Senſuali- 
Za ex ing of the Creatures, m exceſſive 

«wn . Thele are OE Oittkes for it is moſt apparent, 
qr are enemies to the very. ſubſiſtence of the 


Compoſuum. - 
iz Roca Cov this Felicicy of che Body, i is.inferiour to the 
Fe ity of the Soul; and therefore if ex accidenre it 
falls bar , _though.,it ſeldom doth in truth, chat the 
remporal Felicity of.the Body is 5. hoc' individue -incon- 
wheat with that of [the Soul, right Reaſon tells us that 


= bo TR en 
EiS O Or Compo [ems O ut 

effectually contluce to it. 6 FO 28 this is apparent in 
the original creation of Man, when: the Happineſs of 


his Mind bh the. pls 


and. bs lik phone Fry OOF, a 
as-it Was ewiled in hs 
Melery in the one, [o he did in the BET 


' cs mol rationally. evident in the preſent ſtare ng 
ike lf reno as will beevidenr in cotifide- 


\._T.. It ſhews a Man : rigtit uſe of the Create, 
viz, to be 1 tot and in order to the preſervativa 
of rhe Compeſitum, The want of a true and P_ 
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uſe of ſecular matters is a great Sei of the great un- 
happineſs of Man , as when he d ang 
he would be rich, or Honours, becauſe he end be 
great,or delicate Fare, ſe he Neſt eat. _— Fen 
Men miſtake, the uſe of r ings. 1 gin tat 
End, which is only uſeful to F lkigU e, thisb ws 
theſe diſorders in, and among men, which di- 
ſturb even their outward Peace and Happineſs: This 
is regulated, when the Heart is ſet upon the ave of 
God, it takes off any inordinate Love to any thing 
elſe, but in order to that End, to which it is properly 
conducible, and therefore in 'order co that only , ra- 
os 5 deſirable. 
© adds a fweetnefs to the enjoyment of the 
ys om res —_ be 0 without it, 
it rhingles with it the ſight of the great 
Family of the Earth, that provides it | the 
ſeruricy of his Love that gives it, 0 
the a Pais of the Creature to ah 
nearer to that, which is the true I city of 
A Blue Ribon bought in a Shop, and a Blue Ri 
iven by a Kiog in token of Honour, is the 
ing, but with the latter, there is a mingling of "wR 
what elſe wich it, as it imports a Gift from 2 King in 
token of Honour, and therefore higher-prized. 
3. It takes away all that Sollici ry in_ the En- 
joyment , and all that Anguiſh in the ow: ng all that 
Anxiety in the Proviſion of Xeon AG 
though 1n yer By gar, , the real Happine 
tum, j ts ſubſiſtence, according to depot 
of his Being, WncD 15 the pe perfe , 
yet it is clear, thar the. T eſs, ar Qui« 
of the Mind, doth much wen og 0 the 1 
or unhappinels of the Compoſirym : pod 
contentedly with 20. 1. a [ets 


lives as well with the lame or a 
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with an anxious, troubled, craving, unſatisfied Mind. 
Now when the Sotll truly knows ; and 1s truly ſet 
apon his Supream End , it knows its duty , and there-_ 
fore is not idle, ic knows the Power of his Maker, 
cherefore is not anxious; and knows the uſe and va- 
hue of the Creature, and therefore values it no farther, 
than ic is uſeful co its proper End ; it knows the Love 
and Wiſdom of his Maker, and therefore refers all 
co him, as he that wants neither Power to provide for 
it, nor Wiſdom to proportion, nor Love to com- 
municate, according to the exigence of my condition 5 
and admit he doth; his Will muſt be done, and nor 
mine, I am provided well enough; for if here I am 
contented, and hereafter ſaved , this ſweetens any 


F 
x 


Lofles. 

4. Though the Great God be abſolute Lord of his 
Creature, and is not bound farther to him, than it 
pleaſeth him, though his Creature were moſt conform- 
able to his Will , yet I do not think, but, if our Hearts 
were and did continue right ſet upon our great and 
Supream End, and could hold to ir,that we ſhould want 
a convenient Portion of theſe outward Bleſltngs, which 
would make our Lives comfortable and happy : buc 
here is the Miſery of Man, that any confluence of 
Externals preſently take off his Soul from a perfect 
purſuic of our great End, and faſten upon thoſe Ex- 
rernals : therefore the Wiſe God oftentimes cuts out 
co the beſt of Men, a ſmall and an unpleaſant wviari- 
cam , that they may not linger in the way to their great 


And as it is thus with the whole Compoſirnm in this 
Life, fo in the Reſurre&ion , when the Soul ſhall be 
reunited to the Body , both ſhall have a perfect 
EFruition of Happineſs in the enjoyment of the Pre- 
ſence, Favour and Communion of God. How far 
forth the Soul ſeparated, is:capable'ot its own _ 
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of any new knowledge, which it had not before, in 
an angelical way : or how far it is able to retain or' 
improve thoſe Conceptions and Species that it had 
here; and whether it hath a compleat operation , or 
what degree of Fruition it hath of che ſight of God, 
It 1s above our reach to determine ;z only this we may 
conjecture, that the Soul is not placed in that perfect 
degree of being and ſubſiſtence as are the Angels , in 
as much as it 15 made in order to a Body , by which 
n it. it exerciſeth its motions, faculties, and opera- 
tions: and therefore without all queſtion, when it 
ſhall hereafter be reunited to a moſt perfect ſpirituali- 
zed Body indiflolubly . it ſhall not thereby receive 
any diminution or abatement of irs Perfeion and 
Felicity , but will thereby become more capable of a 
more perſe& and full Fruition of that Supream Good, 
winch will then be communicated perfeatly to the 
whole Cempoſiram, Burt this by the way, latins infra. 
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CHAP. Y: 


Of the Means of | attaining the Supream End of 
Man. | 


| © {ini we have proceeded in the examination of 
theſe 2. Parts]: 1. What the Natute of the Sub- 
ject is of this Happineſs 3 and 2. What the Object 
of it : Now the third thing reſts to be ſought, viz. = 

3. What is the Means of attaining this Supream End of 
Aax, his Union to God: and herein we ſhall examine 
theſe three things : 2 

I. What naturally might be conjectured to be the 
Means of acquiſition of thus Happineſs? 
2. Whether, as' things ſtand with Man, the ſame 
Means be to be found or no? 

3. If not, chen whether there be any Means left for 
Man to attain this Supream End of his or no? and 
what it 15? and bore to be known ? 
_ Touching the firſt : Though God by his power 
nog any every thing to his proper , mediate, or ul- 
timate End , without the intervention of any Means ; 
yet, as it is his own peculiar Prerogative by his Will 
ro appoint every thing to its proper End , wherein is 
ſeen the Glory of his Goodneſs; ſo the ſame Will of 
his hath ordered, hath appointed every thing to move 
to this End by a certain Rule, and certain Means, and 
herein is ſeen the Glory of his Wiſdom : ſuch are the 
Inſtin&s and Inclinations of the Creatures , by which 
they move to their ſpecial Ends and Perfections : And 
as theſe Inclinations are planted by God in the infe- 
_ Tiour Creature, the like was done, though in a dif- 
ferent manner , in Men at firſt, in all OI of 


caſ0n, 
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Reaſon, the diff.rence being only thus, in the Creature 
all char is conducing to their End 1s made a Piece ot 
quality. of their Nature, 11 Man not altogether , as 
8 {hall be ſeen. We have found Man indued with 
Z rwogreat Faculties, Underſtanding and Will, and in 
theſe principally . conſiſts the receptiveneſs .ot his Hap- 


_., * CI 


pine(s, and the motion to 1t, oo 
1. Touching the Vnderſt..nding , it is 4 Faculty te- 
ceptive of an Object that may be known 3 but chat 
Object is not of che nature or eſſence of the Under- 
ſtanding, but diſtin&t from ic: So that Man might 
be created an inte}]ectual Creature, yet till ſuch time 
a5 naturally through the Senſes, or ſupertiaturally by 
che immediate infuſion or demonſtration of God, he 
was but raſa tabula, The firſt thing therefore, that 
was put into the Underſtanding in order to his ſu- 
pream End, was a ſtock of Knowledge of God, and 
of that Wijl of God which concerned Man. And this 
Will of God concerning Man was that Means, which,” 
if known and purſued, would guide a Man to true 
Happineſs : for; as is before obſerved, every thing ts ſo 
far forth Beautiful and Happy, as it holds Conformity 
with the Will of God; and ſuch is his Wiſdom and 
Goodnets , that when the Creature moves according - 
to the Law and Will of its Maker , it doth without 
fail attain that Happineſs, whereof it is capable; be- 
cauſe it moves to that End, for which it was dppointed 
by the Firſt Cauſe : Now becauſe God hath "made 
Man a Rational and Intellectual Creature he appointed 
a rational and intelle&tual 'way to move him-ro this 
End, viz. the Knowledge of timſelf, and of that Rule, 
_ or Law, whichſhould lead him to thac End!” 
z, The Underſtanding- being thus enlightned with 
the Knowledge of God and his Will, the #1# was 
endued with a Rectitude to move on according to thar 
Rule, in order to the right End: and that; which = 


| 
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in the Ulncerſtanding ſb ratione Scibilis, was. to the Will 
ſub ratione Legis, a thing not only thewn to the Under- 
ſtanding, as the Means to bring him to Happineſs, 
but allo injoyned to the Man as his Duty , under pgin | 
of Guilt and Vengeance : for herein conſiſts the be g 
rence between the Inſtincts in the inferiour Creatures, 
and this Law given to Man, in thoſe it is not proper- 
ly a Law , becaule they are not intellectual nor volun- 
tary Agents, therefore their receding from that 1n- 
ſtint, though it ſubjects to'a los and deformity , yer 
it ſubjects them not to any Guilt; but the Rule given 
to Man, was given to a Creature endued with Un- 
derſtanding to know what it was , and with Will that 
might obey it if he would. Therefore by the viola- 
tion thereof , Man muſt needs incur not only a lols 
of that End, which this Rule alone could guide him 
to, but likewiſe a |politive guilc, or obligation to ſuch 
farther puniſhment, as the! rebellion of a Creature 
againſt his Maker might deſerve. 


The Cerformity then to this Law neceſlarily induced 
two things : 1. Beauty in the Creature being conform- 
able to the Will of his Maker, which only denomi- 
nates the Creature [beautiful , and conliſted principally 
in theſe three things: 1. Knowledge of God, and 
of his Will by the immegiate demonſtration or in- 
ſcription of God himſelf : 2. Righteouſneſs or Juſtice 3 
for as the Will of God, and Law that proceeds from 
it, is the-only ground of all Obligation to any thing 
under the name of| Juſtz ſo it is the only Rule an 
Meaſure of Juſtice: of Man toward God, Man, and 
himſelf. #: Holineſs, viz. a Conformity of Man's 
Will, nd conſequently his Actions, to the righteous. 
and holy Will of the moſt Holy God: And as this 
was his Beauty, ſo it was A THPnets initiate , and 
his way to conſummate Happinels, 


' 
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And as this Conformity to the Law of God pro- 
duced this Beauty and Happineſs in Man ; ſo of necet- 
{ity, the violation of this Law mult introduce, 

1. Ataxy and Deformiry in the Creature. 

2. Puniſhment ; and that of erwo kinds: | ; 

1. Privative punithment , whereby he loſt what he 
| had or might have had s and that 1s double : 

I. In reference to his Supream End, an 1rrecover- 
able loſs; for the Link is broken, the \ 1olation of 
that Law, the exact performance - whereof was poi- 
{ible - and the only means to atrain that Fad , hatl! 
cut off that ordination that this Rule had tro Man ; 
- Felicity. | 

2. In reference ro the Means. The Light of the 
Underſtanding is put out, or much weakened , the 
Rectitude of the Will diſordered , and cliat irreco- 
verably. The Soul continues ſubſtantially the ſane, 
buc theſe extrinſecal adventitious habits in the Ulnder- 
ſtanding and Will are removed; And as this Puniih- 
ment of loſs is @ natural conſequent of this Violation 
of this righteous and blefled Law, fo it is inforced 
with the San&tion of that Law , which could do n9 
le(s in juſtice than withdraw that Light , and that Pu- 
rity, which was but a conſequent of that Law that is 
{o unjuſtly violated, 

2. Poſitive Puniſhment. For were. it given bat as 
a means £0 attain another thing, a puniſhment of loſs 
of the End muſt neceflarily totlow the violation of 
that, which is the only. means co attain that End 5 
But Man was endued with Underſtanding and Will; 
capable of the Knowledge and Obſervance of a Law, a 
Law framed by the Wiſe God, exactly ſuitable to thoſe 
abilizes Man bad to perform it , who gives Rales in 
all chings proportionable to the nature of the thing to . 
which he gives it : This Law prongs by the exact 
mſcription' thereof in the COR IDS » mg | 
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knew what it was,! and by whom, and for what End 
viven; the Violation of this adds Rebellion to che 
Violation, and oblizeth ex natura rei, to more than 
a Lols. 
2. Letus now examine, How things ſtand with the 
Crilaren of Men, in! order to the diſcovery and prole- 
cution and attaining of this ſupream and great End of 
his Creation : All things in the World befides Man, 
come and keep very near unto the Law of their Crea- 
tion, though ſome! diſorder we may find in them : 
The reaſon is becauſe they move not freely, but natu- 
rally ,' and the Rules, by which chey move, are Incl- 
nations, Qualities, |and Propenſions woven into their 
very Nature: But in Man it is otherwiſe; the Prin- 
ciples, eſpecially in his Underſtanding , whereby the 
Whole Man is much ſteered, are extrinſecal and ad- 
ventitious; and fo without any eſſential change in his 
Nature, thoſe Habits or Principles may- be loſt. 
And let us but examine the temper of Mankind, we 


, 
: 
|; 


ſhall find « gerteral| diſorder 11 all his Faculties, and 
want of thoſe Rules, which 1lrould lead him to his 
Supream End. 
1. In the Undertardive : We have ſhewn that Man 
had not only a veſſel receptive of that Light and 
Knowledge, which was his initiate , and his way to 
a conſummate Happinels ; but alſo had that Lamp of 
his fitted with that Oyl and Light , which though it 
was not part of his Eflence, was the high Perfe&ion of 
that Power or Receptivity : But we do- now plainl 
find, that take any Man in pris natwralibus , he hat 
{carce ſo much as a knowledge either what himſelf is 
or what his beginning was, or what his End 153 an 
Ciffers little from che higheſt degree of Beaſts : His 
Underſtanding and Reaſon is effential, but the matter 
or furniture of theſe is wanting. The ſupply of theſe 
defets mult needs be therefore extrinſecal, Rs 
| . either 
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either by Inſtruction and Information, or Tradition 
from others. Thus doubtleſs much of the Knowledge 
that is in the World is propagated even from the 
tirſt Man : but this, the farther it was from the ori- 
ginal, it grew weaker and weaker, and more cor- 
rupted , partly through the defects that were in thoſe 
that propagated it, partly through the ſupinenels and 
negligence of thoſe that received it, and partly through 
the mixtures of the Fancies of Men, every Man ad- 
ding a new piece of his own to what he received ; 
and all truths the farther they are from the original 
grow the more corrupted ; and by this means a little 
truth paſſing through divers hands , and receiving al-. 
molt from every hand ſome addition and mixture, in 
proceſs of time it hath grown as difficult to ſift out 
thoſe ſmall grains of Truth, which were thus com- 
municated in the Ear, and crowd of other erroneous 
addittaments , as to retrieve thoſe Truths which the 
negle& of Men hath in effect loſt. 
And as thus ſome Truths have been diſcovered, and 
cranſmitted from Man to Man , fo by diligent Study 
and Obſervation ſome of thoſe Truths, that have been 


 1n effect loſt ſince the Creation of Man, have been 


recovered, and others, that have contracted erroneous 
ſuperſtructions or acceſſions, purged, both matters 
natural and metaphyſical. This hath been the buſineſs 
of the exacter ſort of Men, which as it is not with- 
out the ſpecial Providence of the Almighty; ſo the 
higheſt endeavours of Men in this kind hath beea (till 
mingled with much darkneſs: and it is ſeldom that the 
Wit or Learning of the ſucceeding Philoſopher diſco- 
vered ſome Errors of him that preceded him, but the 
ſame natural imbecility appeared likewiſe in him, in 
producing ſome erroneous Opinion , which @s much 
deſerved an expurgation , as that which he before - 


corrected, {$2 3p 
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And as this defect in the Underſtanding is vilible 
in Mankind , fo it 1s molt vittble in that which 1s the 
way or rule unto! our Supream End , iz. Religion, 
thi though Men of ſeveral Ages and Centuries, Na- 
tions, Ditpotkitions , inclinations , Educations , agree 
in tome comman- Principles concerning other matters, 
yet in matters of Religion, the differences have ever 
been wonderful. |The reaſon is not only from the 


defe&t of our Underſtanding , but likewiſe from the - | 


nature of the Object, which falls nor eafily within 
the reach of thoſe Mediums, whereby the underſtand- 
ing arrives to the | attainment of other Truths, and 
cherefore ſtands inineed of ſoine extrinfecal help to ſer 
him right in this. | 

Ic is true, that the great points of Religion, vis. the 
knowledge, that there is a God, and ſome things con- 
cerning his Eſſence; that he is the Caule of all things; 
that he made all things for-his own End, and thoſe 
other things before mentioned , may be acquired by 


the Lighe of Nature and Reafon : yet ſuchis the heighth 
and remortenels of |the Subje&, that it requires much 
Induſtry and Confideration to carry us ſtep by ſep 
unto this heighth : | But when we have arrived to this 
( which few attain/unto ) yet there is ſo much confu- 
ſion in theſe Notions, and they are fo far fetcht , that 
they make not that clear a ge upon the Under- 


ſtanding as is ft : But admit they aid, yet we are (t1]] co 
ſeek what is that Rule, whereby to lead us to attain to 
Our great End : and this we rove at. 

In the ways of the Children of Men concerning Re- 
ligion, we may obſerve thele Several ſteps of Igno- 
ance: | 


1. An Ignorance, whether there be any God or no : 
This 15 the groſleſt Ignorance, becauſe it is againſt che 
firſt and moſt univerſal Principlez for the afhrmation 
of the being of any thing is the fiſt foundation, where- 


upon 


_ — 
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upon every Inquiry is built : this is Atheiſm and meer 
Brucithnels. 

2. When a Man hath once ſtated that queſtion affir- 
matively, That there is ſome Superior Power, the next 
queſtion, and the next ſtep of Man's Ignorance is con- 
cerning the Nature of this God; What he is, Whether 
one or more, Whether viſible, and if ſo, What vi- 
{ible, 4c. This, though it may by natural Reaſon be 
ſtated very far, as appears before, and fo this [gno- 
rance receive 4 Cure in a Sour meaſure; yet fo far are 
our Intelleuals darkened in this matter , that Men 
are hardly ſet right in this: And hence grew thoſe 
ſtrange varieties of Gods in the World: this is the 
cauſe of Idolatry, and Polytheiſm. 

3. When a Man is rightly Principle'd concerni 
God, and conſequently concludes that he is the Cauſe 
of all things, the next ſpecial queſtion is, Whether 
| God hath given to every thing his ſeveral End, and 
| Rule or Law conducing to that End? and conſequent- 

ly, Whether he hath Pome to Man any End and 

Rule, conducing to that End different from other 
Creatures ? or, Whether he be left to doas he pleaſeth 

and not confined by the Will of God to ſome End 

and Rule conducing to it ? the Ignorance of this is the 

Cauſe of Supinenels, Epicuriſm, Impiety, and profe(- 

ſed Injuſtice. 

4. When a Man, finding that God is a free and 
intellectual- Agent, and ſees, as he may by natural 

Reaſon , every thing ordered to a ſuitable End to his 

Being, and by a Tuicable Means or Rule conducing to 

that End, and finds a higher degree of being in himſelf 

can in other Creatures, and conſequently an higher End, 

and conſequently an higher Rule conducing to that End, 

he doth moſt naturally reſolve this Rule into that Law, 

which by the Will of God is given to Man condu- 

cing to that End, the Subject > which Rule muſt bo 
4 a 
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all his Internal and External Actions, both in refe- 
rence to God, to himielt, and to others : but here 
then is the next queſtion, and the next degree of 1g- 
norance in Men, zz. What that Law or Will of God 
zS concerning Man? and from hence prow thoſe Va- 
rieties and Errors in Worthip of God. And though 
haply moſt Men . knowing the true God, may by 
che ſame Light off Nature concur in the general and 
fundamentals of Worthip, viz. That God is to be 
feared with all Reverence; loved with all intention ; 
obey'd with all {incerity, chearfulnel(s, and exaCtnels : 
all which are but natural conclutions from the Nature 
of God, the Nature of Man, and the Relation that he 
beareth to God, as his Creator, Lord, and Preſerver : 
yet, becauſe we know not what that Will of God par- 
ticularly is, we frame ſeveral ways and Rules of Wor- 
{lipÞ, according as our ſeveral Fancies perſwade us to 
be agreeable to that Will, which are either unnecefla- 
ry and (uperſtructive, or erroneous and offenſive; and, 


. 


which 1s the moſt dangerous Ingredient, conclude both 
his own way neceſlary, and the other dangerouſly Er- 
roneous. | — | | | 
Theſe Defects in the Undet{tanding muſt needs be 
the caute of much Error and Obliquity in the whole. 
Man and his Acjons; And thele defects are moſt clear- 
ly viſible in the whole World; nay in the moſt know- 
ing Climates, Times, and Perſons thereof. In the laſt 
part, concerning the Worſhip of God, we ſee ſeveral 
ſorts of Men highly opinionated concerning their own 
particular Way or Worſhip; and moſt Magiſterially 
condemning the way {of others, as bad as Paganiſin 3 
This the Author hath ez. When it may fall out, and fo for 
where confedered in two or the molt part it doth, that what 
three ſeveral little Trafts js fyperadded beyond the plain 
kpon b:45 Subject. and fincere| Fear ' of God , Sub- 
jection to his Will, Thankfulneſs for his Mercy, m—_ 
a eB - Shs of 
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of the great Means he hath provided for our Salvation, 
and thoſe other grand Principles, whereof before and 
anon.z are but mcer Superſtructions of Humane Inven- 
tion, Ignorance, Imbecility or Policy, and yet made the 
yreateſt part of the bulinels, and inquiries, and differen- 
ces among Men in matters of this Nature. 

2. In the 77:/! we find ſeveral Defects : 

I. Thoſe rhat are conſequential to the Ignorance or 


| darkneſs , or impotence of the Underſtanding, whoſe 


Deciſions doth, or ſhould, preceed the act of the Will: 
Were the Underſtanding truly principle'd with the 
knowledge of God, of his Perfe&tion , Power, and 
Will; with the knowledge of our ſelves, our Nature, 
and the Dependence we have upon him in our being and 
continuance; thoſe practical Concluſions, that would 
molt clearly and neceſſarily ariſe from theſe, viz. of 
Love to his Majeſty, Fear of Offending, Care to 
conform to his Will, Dependance upon him, Thank- 
ſfulneſs ro him, Contentedneſs and Chearfulneſs in 
him, Valuation of the World SE co 1ts true 
Eſtimate, &c. would moſt efftectually follow in the 
Will, and thoſe Aﬀections that are ſubſervient to it, 
and conſequently in the Life and Actions of Men, one 
Divine Principle , ſoundly and clearly ſeated in the 
Underſtanding, would improve ir ſelf into infinite pra- 
&tical deductions for the regulation of the Will: But 


where theſe are wanting, the motions of the Will 


muſt needs be excentrick : But where they are but 
weakly and doubrfully received in the Underſtand- 
ing, the operation of the Underſtanding upon them is 
bur weak 3 the inclinations in the Will weaker, and 
eaſily overmatcht with the leaſt difficulty, and ſeldom 
arrive to action, or conſtancy in the lifez for accord- 
ing to the meaſure, and intention, and clearne(s of the 
Conviction of the Underfa nT an 
ject, the more fruicful, rational, and power ok 


” 
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thoſe practical Concluſions deduced from it; and the 
more imtenle and natural is the motion of the Will ac- 
cording to theſe Concluſions ; and according to that 
inten{1veneſs of the Will are the Actions that are com- 
manded by the Will: a faint Conviction moves the 
Will but weakly,| and a weak Volition ſeldom ends 
in Action. | 

-_ 2. [mpotency : |Not only#that which ariſeth from 
the Impotency of the Underſtanding , the Convictions 
there; but that Impotency which is in the very Fa- 
culty it (elf, which 1s evident in this, that it is brought 
under the inferiour. Faculties, over which it ought to 


govern, the Paſhons and Senſual Appetite : For 


though it be certain, that oftentimes the miſplacing, or 
overatting of our Paſſions, and the violent purſuit of 
Pleaſures, ariſeth from the miſtake or blindneſs of the 
Underſtanding , yet it is clear that oftentimes contrary 
to thole very Convictions and Rational Deciſions of 
the Underſtanding the Will is precipitated, and car- 
ried away with the iviolence and importunity of thoſe 
Faculties, that in right Reaſon, and by the Law of 
Nature are ſubordinate to her, 

3. Privation and! abſence of Inclinations conform- 
able to the Will of God, Righteouſneſs and Holineſs. 
The whole Soul was;formerly the ſeat of God's Image : 
that patt of it, that was moſt conſpicuous in, and 
conſonant to the Underſtanding , were the Principles 
of Truth, or Conformity to the Divine Underſtand- 


ing : thoſe Principles that were moſt Proper to the 
U 


ill, were che Principles of Holineſs and Juſtice, or 
Conformity to the [Divine Will. Now as Truth is 
not of the Eſſence ofiche Underſtanding, which is only 
a Power receptive of it; ſo neither is Holineſs and 
Juſtice of the Eflence of the Will, And as Man in 
a great Meaſure hath loſt that ſtock of Truth, where- 
by he is ignorant; (o it is apparent he wants that _ 
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of -Righteouſneſs and Holineſs in his Will, which 
ſhould incline and move the Will according to the 
Will of God, Lo : 

4. There are-not only theſe privative Evils in the 
Will, but it is likewiſe evident, that there is a Po- 
fitive Malice or Inclination againſt Righteouſneſs and 
Holineſs , a propenſion and inclination to that which 
is Evil. Cextain it is, that the Senſual Appetite of 
the Senfitive Creatures is good , and conformable to 
their Nature, and doth not carry them to any thing 
beyond the conveniency of their own Nature : and 
queſtionleſs, Man in his original had a Senſual Appe- 
tite no leſs conformable, and ſuitable to his own ſen- 
ſitive Nature, than the ſenſual Appetite of another 
Creature is to his: and beſides that parity between 
other Creatures and Man, he had an advantage of 2 
Reaſonable Soul, which might ſupply and regulate 
the defets or irregularities of the Senſual Appetite, if 
any were: How then comes it to paſs, that the poor 
ſenſual Creatures move conformable to their Nature, 
and by a kind of Rule, and Man alone runs into 
thoſe Exceſles and ſtrange Prodigies of Vices, whereof 
an inferiour Creature is capable, but abhors the Com- 
mittal ? For inſtance, God hath ordained the Preſer- 
yation of the Senſible Creature, by eating things 
ſuitable to the Nature and Conſtitution of the Crea- 
turez and in order to the uſe of that Means , hath 
planted a natural Appetite in the Creature to thoſe 
Meats 3 and the more to excite that Appetite for the 
uſe of that Means to that End, hath pur a confor- 
mity between the taſte of that Meat and the Palate : 
Yet we do (ſeldom ſee the, Appetite of the Senſitive 
Creatures carry them in eating or drinking beyond 
moderation , or that End, for which that Appetite 
1s given; but the motion of their Appetite is com- 
menſurate to the Means of their Preſervation : bur ir 
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Man we find in all: Ages and Places ſtrange Exceſles, 
beyond the conveniency of | Nature, and that with 
Iteration and protefiednets. Again, in Creatures we 
find God hath appginted the Conjunction of the Male 
and Female to be {he means of continuation of their 
Species ; and the more to excite the Creature to the 
continuation of itz Kind, there is a Delight mingled 
with that natural Action ; yet we never tce the Sen- 
ſible Creacure divide the Action from the End: Bur 
among Men we find in all times thoſe Prodigies of 
Luſts, as Proſtitution, Beaſtiality, Buggery, and other 
unnatural commixtions. The like Inſtances might be 
given of Cruelty,| and excogitated Tortures , and 
Crimes of like nature, whereby Men do not only 
againſt Reaſon, but alſo againſt, and beyond the na- 
tural inclination of the Sentitive Appetite. So that it 
is evident, there is not only an Imbecility in the Will 
of Man, whereby it is ſubordinate to its Servants and 
Handmaids, but likewiſe a Depravation and Poſitive 
Maliciouſnels againſt the Rule of the Will of God. 
Much Labour hath | been in the World by the wiſer 
ſort of Men, what! by moral Perſwaſtons and Pre-_ 
cepts, what by Government and Humane Laws, to 
ſuppreſs or reform |the Defe&ts of Mens Natures; 
which as they evidence in themſelves, that Man is 
not what he ſhould be, ſo the daily new Remedies do 
ſufficiently evidence the fruitfulneſs of the Dilcaſe, 
and the weaknels of the Remedy. 

Theſe things conſidered, three things are the evident 
Cor/equents, VIZ. | | | 

7. That, as things ſtand with the Children of Men, 
they are not in a condition to attain everlaſting Hap- _ 
pinel(s, by reafon of theſe two eminent Defects in 
choſe Faculties, by which we mult attain to it, vz. the 
Underſtanding and Will. 


2. "That 
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2. That, although theſe two Defects could be cu- 
red, yet it is impoſlible for us, in that condition where- 
in we are, to attain it 3 becauſe we have violated that 
Rule, which unle(s uniformly kept, 'tis impoſſible to 
2ctain it 3 the chain-is broken. 

3. That this violation of this Rule hath not only 
made- us liable to the Loſs of chat Good whereunto 
it might have conduced; but hath added Rebellion 
to our Fault , and Obligation to Puniſhment, as well 
as Loſs. 

Therefore , before he can. poſſibly attain that End, - 
to which he was created , he mult be put in the ame. 


- condition, in which he was created, and which alone - 


could make him capable of that Endz which is in a, 
Conformity to Truth in his Underſtanding, or Illumi- 
nation, a ſtate of Conformity to the Will of God, in 
his Will by Righteouſneſs and Holineſs; a ſtate of, 
Innocence, or Freedom from Guilt, which: is the cauſe, . 
both of his merit of Loſs and Puniſhment. Till theſe 
be in ſome meaſure atcained, -it is impoſſible for a; 
Man to attain true Happine(s, and when attained, then 
he may , becauſe now reſtored to the ſame condition - 
in effe&, in which created. 

. Theſe things being premifed , we are now to 
'S « out, What that Means is for the Reſtitution of Man, 


to that Capacity of Happineſs, in which we have. 


reaſonably concluded he was created , and from which 
it appears by experinental obſervations he is declined: 
Concerning which we ſhall conclude: - 

I. That it 1s wt in Jan, wor in the while compaſs of 
created Nature , to put himſelf in that condition. of 
Knowledge, Juſtice or Innocence , which might make 
him capable of that-Happineſs, for which he was at' 
firſt created. Let us look into our Underſtanding, it. 
is evident, as before, that all Knowledge is extriaſe-; _ 
cal to the Underſtanding, and every Obje& is gn: 
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ly received from without, and+that if it be a corporeal 
Object falling within our Senſes, then by means of 
them , though after| they are received ,. the Intellect, 
being furniſhed with Materials, makes pretty work 
out of then» by its own ſtrength ; bur if ic fall nor 
within the reach of Senſe, ſume other means mult be 
to convey and reach it unto our Underſtanding. Ir. 
may be in Nature: there are objects or qualities in. 
corporeal Bodies that do not ſuit with any of our. Five. 
Senſes, nor are receptible by them; yet it is as im-: 
poſſible for us to imagine what chey be, as to frame 
in our ſelves a Conception or Senſe that might recerve 
them, Ir is true, thar by the ſtrength of Reaſon , we 
do find our divers Truths of a high Nature, concerning . 
God and his Works, yer in theſe we may lee, 1. a 
2reat deal of difhculty and rarety to attain them, eſpe- 
cially without ſome pre-exiſtent means of diſcovery, 
even of the things themſelves, by fome Tradition or 
Revelation , and fo. we rather afſerc che Truths diſco- 
vered to our hands, than diſcover them: 2. A great 
deal of confuſion ,! darkne(s, and diſorder, in thoſe. 
things we ſo diſcover, as the new cured Man faw 
Men walking like Trees : 3.”A great deal of difidence 
and diſtruſt of thoſe things we diſcover, (carce daring 
to truſt our own Judgments with what we have by 
our diligence retrieved. But whatever may be faid 
concerning the diſcovery of the ſame Truths , yet fare 
we are, that there are divers Truths, that infinitely 
concern us, that all our Inquiry ſhall never ditcover, 
without ſome extrinſecal help of a higher nature than 
Senſe. There were ſome, and but fome Men by their 
natural helps, and yet not without the help of long 
Tradition, diſcovered , or rather more clearly illuſtra- 
red the former kind of Truths, viz. concerning the 

Deity , the Creation of all things, the Immortality off 
the Soul, &c. But of this latter, never any Man had, 
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or could have, any diſcovery , without a diſcovery 
from a higher original , ſuch are the Covenant of God 
with Man in his Creation, the Fall, the Reſticution 
of Man by Chriſt, the laſt Judgment, and Reſurrecti- 
on, &c. whereof anon. 

And as it fares thus with our IntelleCtuals, fo the 
Principles of Juſtice towards God, our ſelves, and 
others, in our Will, can never be recovered by all 
the helps of Nature. It is true,, that by Tradition 
from Father to Son , which neyerthelels is extrinſeca] 
ſome general Principles of natural Juſtice and Holineſs 
are traduced ; but the farther and the elder they grew 
from their Original, the more corrupt ſtill they were 3 
and it was the Buſineſs of the wiſer part of the World, 
ſtill to repair and heal theſe Defects, which grew here- 
by : but as their Helps and Remedies were ever too 
weak to meet with the corruptions of Man's Will, fo 
they were for the moſt part defective; for they ſtill 
provided for that part only or principally , which cor 
cerned the Civil Society of Men , which was the thing 
that was viſible , and viſibly prejudiced by thoſe Enor- 


 mities of the Will of Men, and never lookre higher 


to the great relation berween God and Man, bur 
only made uſe of that as a politick piece in order ro 
the government of the Civil Society : although even 
in that part, that concerned the Mutual O be- 
tween Men , which hath been the greateſt Buſineſs of 
the wifeſt Philoſophers, we ſhall find that abſurdity, 
difterence, and injuſtice even in_ the Wiſeſt of them, 


. that'it is clear , rhey were not their Crafts-maſters, 
| Even 1n that piece of Morality, wherein long Trad 


tion and the Experience of the daily inconv: 3 
which did ſpring from the diſtempers of Man's ' Will 
even 1n-matters of Civil Society and Commetce. 
But ſuppoſe we all this were curable, yet what 
Cure can we find for any one Offence againſt the Co-* 


VEnant, 
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venant, which we |have made in Nature with the 
God of Nature, which, as we have before ſlated, 
ſ\ubjects to a double penalty of Loſs and Senſe? none 
_ can take away an Obligation , |but he with whom it 1s 
made. By what imaginable means can any Man, that 
hath contracted a guilt againſt his Maker, expiate that 
Built? It js true, the God againſt whom 1t 1s com- 
mitted may, if he pleaſe, of his own free Power and 
Goodnels, remit ir|, without any fatisfa&tion. But 
how do we know whether it be his Will to do it? - 
or if it be, upon what Terms? or by what Means he 
will do it? or what Means is there in the World chat 
may be imaginably proportionable to it 2 the Obliga- 
tion of the Creature to God is infinite , becauſe he 
owes him his Being, which is a thing of che moſt 
boundleſs Conception; the Violation of tliat Obliga- 
tion, 1s therefore an infinite Obliquity, becauſe a 
breach of an infinite Obligation. What then can we 
imagine proportionable to {uch an Offence? It we do 
all chat is imaginable, it is ſtil] but what we are bound 
ro do, and therefore cannor expiate for what we were: 
bound not to do; nor-is there any thing in the World 
of an infinite Value, [beſides the great God , and there- 
fore not an({werable to expiate the breach of an infinite 
Obligation. | 1 
2. Now therefore it remains, that we look out for. 
a higher Means for the cure , than what we find with- : 
in the Verge of created Nature, viz. from the great 
God, who tirſt infuſed into the Soul thoſe Objects of , 
Truth , which were the means of Happineſs, 1a the 
Underſtanding; that Rectitude, which was by him at 
firſt placed in the Will; that Innocence, which was at 
firſt in Nature, which is now loſt by the violation - 
of that Law , which was the Means of Man's Happi-: 
neſs, and the removal of that Guilt which was - con- 
tracted by that Violation. a ns 
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The Defe& in the Underſtanding conſiſts, as be” 
fore, in two things : Want of a clear Light ro enter- 
tain the Object; and !pnorance of the Objet, which 
ſhould be entertained. For the cure of this, we mult 
of neceſfity derive from God a double Cure : -Firlt, 
an addition of Light in the Underſtanging : Secondly, 
an Union of choie Truths or Objects , neceflary to be 
known , unto the Faculty thus enlightned by ſome 
means of diſcovery. ": 

The Defect of our Wills conſiſting in an abſence 
of thele practical Principles of uttice , Holinels , and 
Conformity to the Will of God; and in the weak- 
nels and diforder of the Will, there is required to the 
cure thereof, a conveying unto the Will of chete 
Perſwaſions to conform to the Will of God, and a 
Strengthning and healing of the weaknefs and perverſe- 
neſs of the Will, that it may effeually entertain theſe 
Perſwaſtons. F 
The contracted Guilt muſt have a double Cure 
viz. Of Abſolution from the poſitive Paniſhnient, 5nd 
Reſticution of the Loſs contracted by it. The former 
frees him from politive Miſery incurred , the Jatter 
reſtores him to the capacity of enjoyment of the 


 Happinels loſt. 
It being therefore clear, and to be granted , That 


as things ſtand with Man, he hath not this means 0 
his Cure in or from himſelf, but muſt derive it, be- 
ing now loſt , from him, who at firſt gave it him, the 
next Enquiry is, Whether God hath appointed any Means 
for the cure of Man's Ignorance , Perverſeneſs, and 
Guile, and conſequently to lead him to Happineſs; 
and what it 15? wherein we conclude, 

1. That God in his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
hath revealed, and conveyed to the Children of Men, 
the Means of their Happineſs, in ſeveral times, by ſeve- 


ral ways,and in ſeveral degrees x all ſacceſhons of timess 
Z 
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z. That this Diſcovery and Means of Happineſs, 
he hath by the courſe of his Providence put roge- 
ther , and diffuſed |'to Man-kind in the Compilation 
of the O!d and New |Tejtament , wherein are contained, 
not only the clear Diſcoveries of things to be Known 
and Believed , conducing to Man's everlaſting Happi- - 
nels; but likewiſe things to be Done, and eftectual 
Per{waſtons for tize going of it. 

3. That in the Ute thereof, there are not only 
the natural Means |of diſcovery of Truths neceſflary 
to be known, of things to be done, and moſt effe- 
ual and powerful Pertwaftons beyond all other mo- 
ral Arguments to the Obedience thereof, but likewiſe 
a \trong Concurrence of the Power of God ( accord- 
ing to. his Will) (uvbduing the Underſtanding to be- 
lieve, and the Will to obey. 

4. That by this Belief of thoſe neceſlary Truths, 
and Obedience to ithe Will of- God chus revealed, 
Man (hall be conducted to his everlaſting Happinets, 


which was the great End of his Creation. 
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CHAP. VE 
G' the C redibility of the Sacred Seriptures. 


HESE things be of eaſfie conſequence, if once 
this be clearly proved to be the Word of God, 
for then we argue demonſtratively , and a prieri, from 
the Cauie to the Fﬀeect, viz, Becauſe that whatſoever 
is the expreſs Word of God himſelf, which is the 
God of 'Iructh, cannot chuſe but be infallibly true, 
and beyond all ditpura. ion : But the queſtion will be 
upon ti;e Aflumprion , viz Whether this be in trath, the 
Werd of God ? which, if once grand, all the reſt will 
need no proof. The Underi:anding of Man hath 
wrought in it a foar-fold + ſſent to every Truth, where« 
unto it aflents. 
1. An Inherent Aſlent, that is of ſuch Principles, it 
any be, which; are connataral to Man, Thus the Un- 
derſtanding afl-:1rs not to this Propoſition, That the 
Old and New '| &ſtament, are the Word of God. 

- 2. Knowledge wrought by Demonſtration, or Scien- 
tia per cauſam, Thus. though chere be many Truths 
in the Scripture, that are demonitrable; yer, that theſe 
Scriptures are the infallible Word of God, 15s not na- 
turally demonſtrable. | 

3. Belief, which is the taking up of a Truth uport 
the Teſtimony of him that aflerts it. This, that it 
may be firm. requi:es two qualifications : Firſt, a firng 
and abſolute pertvaſion, That what the Author af- 
fiims, is trac. And thus a Man once admitting, That 
this is t'1 \\ord of God , doth moſt anqueſtionably 
believe it , becauſe the cruth of the Aucttor is demon 


ſtrabiy unqueſtionable: 2. A firm and clear Altenc, 
H 2 . That 
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That this is the Word of that infallible Author. And 
this is wrought only by a ſecret and immediate work 
*Of the Power of God upon the Soul, and is as firm 
Aillent, if not more tirm, than Science it ſelf, 

4. Perſwaſion or Opini9n, which rifeth upon probable 
Brounds. And although this can never arrive to Belief 
or Knowledpge , | yet according, to the ſtrength , con- 
Currence, and inuitiplicity of Arguments concurring to 
the Per{iwation, (it may arrive to the very next degree, 
to Belief or Knowledge. "Thus it may be firmly con» 
cluded , That this is the Word of God, and the Means 
which he in lis; Providence hath appointed to guide 
Man to the attaining of his laſt Happineſs. This Per- 

Of £13 43 4.2141 1p IWAlon, though it be not Faith, 
mack vw 402.4. 1tdoth prepare the Heart for that 

ſeffency, ana more lavpe- 1c . . 
ly wiitter in ether or ks, high and noble Aflent, and migh- 

' Iy ſtrengthens it, being attained. 
Theſe are in the next place to be contidered. = 
1, It doth diſcover thoſe Truths clearly and ſatis\attorily, 

which hath perplexed all the Labonrs and Fnquiries *of the 

wiſeſt Aten, and (thereby unridcles and renders eal1e 

molt of choſe diffculties and doubts in natural and 

moral Philofophy , which could never, or not with-. 
out ſtrange uncertainty and relucation, be fo much 

as gueſſed at by | them. The abſtruſelt Truths are. 
hardly diſcovered |and found out, which is one cauſe 

of thole ſeveral abſurd Opinions and Poſitions, which 

have been invented and unpoſed by Mens Fancies, to 

make' out, ſupply, and reconcile thoſe Dithculries 

which the Ignorance of, it may be, one Truth, doth 

molt neceſlarily occalion : but when that Truth 1s once 

Cilcovered , it doth moſt clearly refolve thoſe Difh- 

culties, and ſcatter thoſe Abſurdities , and procure an 

eatie Aſſent from |thar'Reaſfon in Man , which could 

not at firſt eaſily diſcover it: | To conſider this in ſome 


Particulars: In 
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In Matters Natwral : Whence grew all thoſe ſtrange 
Chimera's concerning the tirſt Matter , Its Eternity, 
Irs undeterminatenels , and a thouſand diſputes, Whe- 
ther it is? What it is? and all end in nothing but unſa- 
tisfacory and unreſolving Diſputes z concerning Edu- 
ction of Forms out of the power of it, and by what 
Agent; concerning the eternal ſucceſſion and conca- 
cenation of Cauſes; concerning the beginning of Mo- 
tion, eſpecially of the Heavensz the endeavouring to 
reconcile an eternal duration to a ſucceſſive motion 
concerning the different activities and qualities of 
{imple Bodies , their mutual actings one upon another, 
the-cauſe of the diſgregating of the {imple Bodies one 
ſrom another unto that convenient diſtance, and of 
their concurrence in production of mixt Bodies; the 
production of Creatures, eſpecially Man; the nature 
of the Soul; the fitting of Objects and Powers in the 
Senſes and Intellect. All theſe, and millions of Di- 
ſpures, riſe from the ignorance of that 'Fruth , which 
at one view, we may with ſatisfa&tion read , reſolved 
in the Firſt of Geneſis, and in no Book in the World 


beſide, but what hath þeen borrowed from thence. 


Again, Touching the orderly Poſition of the Crea- 


' tures, The convemiency of one thing, to the exigence 


and neceſſity of another; The moderation and govern- 
ment of things endued with deſtructive qualities each 
to otherz The concurrence of ſeveral contingent 
Caules to the producing of Mutations in States, Re- 
ligion, &c, as if thoſe contingent Cauſes had been as 
it were animated with one Soul or Spirit; and the 
like. The obſervation of theſe, and the like chings, 
and the want of true knowledge, have pat Men to 
thoſe exigences of invention, which reſolve them in- 


_ to Fate or Deſtiny, into the power of the Stars, into 


the Law of Nature and yet we are ſtill where we 
were , not” knoiving What that Fare is, What that 


H 3 Ordey 
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. ger or Power of Heaven is, Whence that Law of 


{ 


Nature came, or was given. 
ur if we look into this Book of God, we fnd all 
thefe difficulties extricated : we hnd the preſervation 
of this Order in the Creatures, to proceed from, and 
depend upon the Witdom and Power, and Govern- 
ment of an infinite and intellectual Being; who, whiles 
his Creature for the moſtpart moves according to the 
Rule of }i: own Natwe, yet wonderfully manageth 
them to Ends and Events which they dream not of z 
who, whiles the ſeveral contrary qualities, ihat he 
hath planted in| Bodies, could be deſtructive one of 
another , he hath ſo fenced their extremities one from 
another , that one deſtroys not another, and yet {0 
tempers and allays them, that they concur in the con- 
{tictutions of other chings; There we find the various 
and moſt contingent motions of the Creatures, mar- 
ſhalled by a Wite Providence to the production of 
chole Events , that the fecrer Counſel of the great God 
had appointed ; | ſo that whites with one Eye we ſee 
ſeemingly accidental caſual motion of the World, like 
the Finger upon the Dyal - we may with the other 
Eye fee in' that|Book, that wheel of Providence, mo- 
ving ard turning 1t rationally, and with eleEtion, for 
thote Ends, that it pleateth che Wiſe Governour of all 
{ings to order. | 

Again, in matters 47:a!, what perplexed Queſti- 
ons have Men h:ade concerning the Law of Natare in 
Men 2 Whether there be any? or if any, What ic is? 
Whence it hath its Obligation, ſince all Men are by 
Nature equal 2 What is the original and radical Rule of 
of Juit or not Juſt > What the Standard of it > or, Whe- 
cher any it ali? | Whether there be any Chief Geod of 
Men? What it| is? Whether attainable > Hence have 
grown thote infinite !ilputes de ſummo bono, every one 
{tating his own Opiuwon, aud yer each ſuthciently 


Cnayr. VI. axd of our Selves. 103 


coy if.ting another. All theſe Perplexities we find ſoon 
relolved in that Book of God, thewing us, Thatf«ft and 
Unuſt, is otily meaturable by the Wiil of God that rhe 
O0iligation of Juſt or Unjuſt, ariſeth from che meer Com- 
mand of God, and that relation of Duty which Man owes 
tO [11s Creator, and to the injunction that he gives : ſhew- 
ing us the falſity of every of thoſe Poſitions concern- 
ing the Chief Good, and teaching us that it is to be had, 
21d to be had only in the enjoyment of our Creator. 
True it is, that many of theſe, and the like 'Trurhs,- 
may be arrived at by the light of Reaſon: But 1, It is 
not without much Dithculty and Labour, and that of the 
moſt choice Men: 2 It is not without the help of Tradi- 
tion, at leaſt of ſome ſmall Veins of theſe Truths : 3. Ic 
is not without much mixture of corruptions, errors and 
miſtakes: 4. Not without much hefitancy and doubting. 
Our Mr Reaſon as it lies in the Ore, and therefore 
mult be diſgrofled from its drofs, by ſtudy and Educarti- 
on; ſo it is weak and muſt be ſupported. And where 
the ſtrength of Reaſon is the ſame, that Truth chat ano- 
ther diſcovers, is entertained with more confidence, than 


if a Man ingly had diſcovered it; ſo that by the Scri- 


ptures, Reaſon 1s enlighten'd and ſtr-ngthened in thoſe 
T:uchs,which carry in them a conſonancy roReaſon, and 
might haply , though in a weaker meaſure, and wich 
more dithculcy, have been extracted out of ſound Rea- 

{on and Obſervation. - 
\ 2, [rt doth contain divers Truths, which could never 
be diſcovered, but by God himſelf : as what the Will of 
God was, that Man thould do, or the Law of God; 
Wizar the purpoſe of God was, concerning Man, both 
n is Fall; and Reſticution by Chriſt z The Covenant 
which he made with the 7ews, and with us in Chrittz 
The uniting of the Divine and Humane Narure in the 
Perton of Chriſt 3 The laſt Judgment; The motion of 
the great God towards his Creature, ia Mercy and 
H 4 Jadgment, 
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Judgment, and the like. Thele, as they are beyond the 
cilcovery of any Man, fo they were too high for any 
Man to invent or ſurmile. | It is true, the Heathen 
Law-givers and Philoſophers, to gain Credit to their 
Laivs and Dictates, durſt ſometimes to patronize 
them upon Heaven : but in| them, a conſtderare Man 
might clearly find thoſe Laws to have ariſen from a 
meer 0vlervation of the vitible Inconveniences to pub- 
lick Societies, and a prudential application of ſuch 
Rules, as might meet with thoſe Inconvenences : tie 
Original of them was attributed to Divine Inſtitution, 
t gain Reputation and Opinion in the Vulgar : bur 
1" truth ail, or at! leaſt thoſe that were the beſt, and 
velit grounded, were as naturally deducible from the 
oblervation of the Conveniences and Inconveniences 
of a civil Society, as the Concluſions of Geometry 
or Atichmetick, are grounded upon their Principles : 
and therefore for the moſt part, Humane Laws did in 
ſubſtance agree -in| the Points conſiſting in the relation 
berween Man and Man, as being more obvious and 
plainz and did for| the moſt part diſagree and ditter in 
tnoſe Points that concerned Religion , as being more 
ciſtant and difficult : | 

| Now #/ #2 be ſaid, That the difance aud remoteneſs of 
thote {uppoled Truths from ratural Reaſon or aiſcovery, 
renaers the Scriptures the more increaible Or at belt, not 
credible thereby to be the Word of God ; for upon 
the ſame reaſon, | any improbable Relation may be 
obtruded upon us \as a Divine Truth, becauſe not to 
pe elle imagined by Humane Reaſon. | 

In Arþrer to this, we muſt premiſe two things, 

1. That it is poffible, there may be ſome intel- 
iigible Qbje&ts and Truths in the World, that never 
any Man aid, nor without the help of a foreign diſco- 
very, never can find out. If a Man were ſuppoſed to 
be born without the Faculty of Seeing, it were not 


| | poſhble 
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pofſible for him to diſcover that quality or motion of 
a natural Body, which we call Light, or Colour ; nay, 
ſcarce to underſtand it, though a very rational Diſcourle 
were made Concerning it. And what Map can con- 
clude, but that there may be, and are, divers qua- 
lities or motions of natural Bodies , which are wichouc 
the Verge of any of our Senſes, and conſequently, 
never fall into humane diſcovery ? We clearly admit 
Spirits, and we have notions of their mortiofF loca- 
tity, and ſubſtance; yer it is impoſſible for any Man 
by natural indagation, without the help of ſome ex- 
ttinſecal relation, to find it out: We may therefore 
conclude , That as it 1s poſſible there may be, (o it 15 
probable there are ſome intelligible Objects and Traths, 
which we cannot diſcover without an extrinſecal help 
or diſcovery. 

2. That of neceſſity many of thoſe Truths contain- 
ed in the Scripture, eſpecially concerning the Deity, 
the Will of God, the Fall of Man, and the Means of 
his Reſtauration, are things that cannot be collected 
or concluded by any natural Reaſon, partly in refpect 
of the ſublimity of their Nature, being Levon the 
Verge of Senſe and natural Diſcourſe; partly becauſe 
they are Emanations of a free Agent, whereof no other 
Reaſon can be given, but che Will of the Agent, and 
conſequently, not deducible into Knowledge or Aflent, 
vy rational Concluſtons. 

3. That though the diſcovery of, or aſſent unto thoſe 
Truths, cannot be elicited by natural Reaſon, yer 
they are not contrary to natural Reaſon, bur may be 
Truths, notwithſtanding any reaſon that can be given 
againſt them. Ir is true, that they, being above the 
reach of Reaſon, cannot be by force of Reaſon aſlent- 
ed unto; yet there is no reallh againſt the truth of 
them. Natural Reaſon hach a privative oppoſition to 
the knowiedge of chem ,* viz. an abſence of a neceſſity 


of 


F 
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of aſſenting , Not a polttive oppolition, Or a COL hit 
by necellicy of Reaſbn to diluent wo thei | 
4. That chough the rae are above the «ijjc 
ry of Realon, ad beyond tle þ Mf 4 _;14a7 2] 
(ent, yet ey carty Vitid 
SI”! lik! iinefs {ek en in 
lc! Ou i ata i [tal \| \ Y-- 
UP, (310 At; 
Ping 
Witt! 
mr. T5 DAL Gen D-16 | kar 40 De WE. lan hcl. 
Thus the Fall of Min, bas 30 | t\\ 1 
Truths uninaginable by Natud hin, beat iwit- 
neſs one to anochet 3 and the Juw.c th Ni Jy of 
God bears witnels to both The Muze! tily of the 
Soul , and the Jait | Ju.ſgment, bear witneſs cach to 
other. ' And as there is tlc muyal atteſtation by way 
of Congruity of one of thele ſublime Tiuths, to ano- 
ther of the ſame nature, {v the Congruity that theſe 
Truths have to thole Truths, which rationally chal- 
ſenge an Afſent from us , That all chings had a begin- 
ning from che Firſt! Cauſe, is a Truth evident | in Na- 
cure, but in what way, or by what manuer, is not 
potlible to be known without a diſcovery. How ex- 
cellently doth that diſcovery of the manner of the 
Creation ſerve, as I may ſay that Principle ? So again, 
chat Man, being endued :vith a rational and immortal 
Soul, was ordered|by the Firſt Cauſe to an immortal 
End, by a rational Means preſcribed by God, may 
be concluded by rational inferences and dedudtions3 
but what that Means was, of clearly, what that End 
was , is not Gifcoveradle by natural Reaſon; for it de- 
pends upon the Will of God. How admirably doth 
the Scripture diſcover thar Means, vis, the Law of 
God, and that End, the Vition and Fruition of God, 
eſpecial! y in the ppint of the Relurrection. Again, 


That 
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That the Violation of that Rule, muſt incur a Guilt 
irreparablez a loſs of that End , is rationally evident z 
yet although that Man by that Guilt, is juſtly depri- 

able of that End, is clear 3 yet that God ihould be 
diſappointed in this End, ſeems ſomewhat hard. How 
clearly doth the Point of our Redemption by Chriſt 
( 4 point inconceptible by Nature ) ſerve to extricate 
and untwilt this dithculty, gives God the Glory of 
his Juitice, and of his Mercy, of his Wiſdom, and 
of his Creature > Thus the ſubſervience of a Truth 
more ditficult to the exigence of a 'Truth , that is more 
clear to Nature, renders the {former not only poſſible, 
bur probable. 

3. The third Evidence , That this is the Word of 
God, are thoſe ſtrange Prediioms of moſt contingent 
Events, fxlfilled in their ſeveral timesz the Prediction 
in one Age, and declared by one Inſtrument of God, 
the fulfilling in another Age, declared by another, or 
ſeen by our ſelves. This gives teſtimony, both co the 
Truch and Divinity of the author or inſpirer of it, To 
omit thoſe Predictions of 7oſeph, concerning the remo- 
vai out of Egypt : The Prediction of the Jewith Capti- 
vity, and the Reſtitution by C5r«s, by Name; The four 
Empires; The deſtruction of 7ersſalem; take notice 
bur of theſe two, zz. The Prophecies of the coming 
of Chritt, deſcribing his Nature, Gez, 3. 15. his Linage 
of Abraham, Gen. 22. 18. of ug Gen. 49. Io. of Da- 
vid, [(a. 11. 1. the place of his Birth, Miceh 5. 2. bis 
Oflice, 1/a. 61. 1. his Morher, 7A. 7. 14 his Death, 
and the Ends of it, J/a. 53. the time of his Death, 
Dan, g. 2'., and divers other Circumſtances , fulalled 
Precitely in our Saviour, | 

2. The Rejection of the 7ews, and Calling of the 
Gerriles to the Faith of Chriſt, Det. 31. 29. and 32. 21. 
Iſa. 11. 10, Ifa, 42. 6. 1/a. 49. 6. this Prophecy fulfil- 
led even in our own View, yet upon ſuch ne | 
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of natural Reaſon, as had not the ſame power effect- 
ed it, that at firſt declared it , ir|could never haye been 
effected, conſidering, 1. The utter Enmity between the 
7ews and Gentiles, 2, [The extream contrariety in Reli- 
pion to it, 3. The ſmall and inconfiderable means of 
effecting that Converſion. 4. The great Scorn and 
Sufferings of thoſe that profeſſed it, 5. The viltble 
impoſſibilities of making any temporal Advantages by 
it, &c. | 

4. The Conſent and Harmony among the ſeveral parts of 
it, When ſeveral Men, in ſeveral Ages, not brought 
up under the ſame Education, write, It is not poſſible 
co find Unity in their Tenets or Poſitions, becauſe 
their Spirits, Judgments, and Fancies are different : but 
where ſo many ſeveral Authors, writing or ſpeak- 
ing at ſeveral times, |agree not only in matters dogma- 
rica), of ſublime and difficult Natures , but alſo in Pre- 
ditions of future and contingent Events, whereof it 
is impoſſible for humane Underſtanding, to make a 
diſcovery without a! ſuperiqur diſcovery made to it, 
I muſt needs conclude one and the ſame Divine Spirit 
declared the ſame Truths to theſe ſeveral Men. 

5. This Book alone, and none beſides, but by de- 
rivation from it, cortaincth matters of the moſt noble and 
ph or nature. The argon $7. all humane Learning, - 

0 either in their Obje& or Uſe, or both, expire with 
this Life; and none ever arrived to the diſcovery of 
the great and adequate End of Man. This is not only 
evident im theſe Arts! or Sciences of Natural Philoſo- 
phy, -the Mathematicks, Phyſicks, Politicks, Laws, &c. 
ail which at their higheſt, are |but only ſubſervient to 
chis Life, but in thoſe two great and noble Sciences 
'that Speculative of Metaphyſicks , that other Practical 
of Moral Philoſophy!: The former, though it arrive 
to as high Truths as Nature can diſcover , yer it reſts 
in the knowing of them, and in a mzer Speculation, and 
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doth not ſhew wherein conſiſts Man's true Happineſs, 
much lels, what 1s the way to attain it; for the latter, 
the moſt ſublime piece of ic, is framed only for the 
Meridian of this Life, both in the Uſe and End. With- 
out all queſtion, the Great and Wiſe God did write 
in Man's Nature, Habits exactly conducible to his in- 
ternal Contentment and Felicity , in reference to his 
living in this World , as thoſe which were of a higher 
Conſtitution and End, as his communion with his 
Maker. The wiſeſt of Moral Philoſophers, though 
they have imperfectly copied out divers Poſitions of 
the former, as Juſtice, Temperance, Contentednels, 
Undervaluation of the World, Patience; yet they. 
never arrived at the latter; no Book in the World but 
this , ſhews a Man the adequate End of his Being, his 
Supream Good, his Happineſsz nor directs the Means 
of acquiring it. This doth not only inforce the no- 
blenels and value of the Book, but alſo the original 
of it, for when I ſhall ſee a world of the moſt exact 
bumane Wits, tutning every ſtone, as it were, within 
the reach of humane — and yet none of them 
all lighting upon this great Subject, the way to eternal 
Happine(s, I muſt needs conclude, That this diſcove- 
ry is of a higher extract, than a meer humane inven- 
tion; and although, when we have diſcovered that 
ſubject, we begin tro wonder that Mankind hath thus 
long roved , and waſted its labour in thoſe other im- 
pertinent inquiries, and were fo far from diſcovery of 
this Unum Neceſſarium , that they ſcarce ſo much as 
imagined there was any ſuch Buſineſs; yer we ma 
juſtly forbear that wonder , for this is a Path which 
the Vultures have not ſeen; the great God alone gave 
Man his End, and appcnney the way to that 5 
we had once the knowledge of both, but have loſt ir, 
and we muſt owe the diſcovery of it to the Anthor 
Of it: And to Aan he ſaid, Behold the Fear of the carry 
| | that 
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thit is Wiſdom and to depart from Evil, is Unaerſtanding, 
Job 18. 28. | | 

6. It doth diſcover the whole Duty of Alan to his Ma- 
ker, to himſelf, and to others, far beyond all other 
Books or Documents in the World. Man by his Sin 
hath loſt the greateſt part of his Light and Perfection; 
his own diſcoveries of his Duty are lame and imperfect ; 
and till the God, thar firſt planted theſe Principles of 
Knowledge and Conformity to his WiJl, give us a 
new Copy of them, we ſhall never clearly attain un- 
co them in our knowledge or practice. There are theſe 
Eminencies touching Moral Precepts, which this Book 
of God hath above all other Books in the World. 

I. No other Book in the World doth diſcover the 
true grownd of the Obligation unto Moral Precepts. The 
Moral Philoſopher per(wades 'me to Temperance, to 
Juſtice , but what Obligation! lies upon me for it? It 
he tells me, That it is his own/Authority, my Anſwer 
15, He hath. none over me, more than I have over 
him : If he tells me, the Law under which I live, 
binds me to it, I ſhall enquire what binds me to ob- 
ſerve thoſe Laws, but Power, which if I can avoid 
by the like power or ſecrecy, I am nor bound; or my 
own Conſent, which I am as well Maſter of, as I was 
before I conſented: If he tells me, the Law of Nature 
binds me, I am ſtill unſatished who gave that Law, or 
when, or to whom; and there the Philoſopher is to 
ſeek, as well of my Conviction, as of my Ovedience : 
But this Book ſhews what that Law is, from whence | 
the Obligation of Obedience to ic arileth, even from 
that ol Juſt and Uncontroulable Authority that God 
hath over his Creature. | | 

2. No other Book or Learning in the World per- 
ſwades the obſetvance of thoſe Laws, it injoyns with 
the like convincing and ſatisf1ing grounds of Reaſon that 
this doth : The higheſt ground thac ever Moral man 

| pner 
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pher could fetch to perſwade to ſubmit to Moral Pre- 
cepts, were but one of theſe: viz. The Reputation 
and general eſteem of Men, which dies with me , and 
while it lives, is nothing elſe but a Fancie, and con- 
tains no Reality z or the Cohortion of the Laws, which 
if I can avoid with ſecrecy or force, I eſcape the 
ſtrength of the Perſwaſton 5 or that Congruity, that 
ſound Moral Precepts hold with Prudence , and the 
permanent enjoyment of gocd here; for it is a moſt 
certain Truth, as appears before, That the due obſerva- 
tion of the Rules of right Reaſon hath a moſt clear 
connexion with Happinels in this Life; and that the 
violation of theſe Preceprs of Nature, do neceflarily 
introduce a loſs of temporal Felicity : Theſe are the 
higheſt Motives of Obedience to theſe humane Docu- 
ments : Bur let us look upon the Morives that the 
very ſame Precepts are enforced with, in this Book of 
God, we ſhall tind them of a higher Conſtitution 
we are there thewn, they are commanded by that God, 
ro whom we owe our Being, and therefore may juſt 

challenge our Obedience as his Tribute; by that God, 
from whom we daily receive our Preſervation and 
Mercies, and therefore may juſtly expect the recurn of 
our Love and Thankfulnels in the Obſervance of his 
W1llz by that God, that hath annexed a San&tion to 
the breach of his Law, which he both can, and will 
inflit; this may ſtartle our Fear 3 - by that God , thar 
hath propounded and promiſed a Reward to our Obe- 
dience, both in this Life, and a future, which he will 
certainly confer 3 this doth quicken our Hope. Theſe 
and the like grounds, and motives of Obedience, fall 
upon the moſt active Aﬀections , with the moſt 
powerfal and rational Perſwafion, and are able to 
conquer more difficulties in the Obedience of theſe 
very Precepts, that are materially the ſame, than all 
thoſe faint and thin Perſwaſions, that the WE 
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Men could ever teach. The| great God, that knows 
the frame of the Soul of Man, hath not only given 
rational Laws to lead him to his great End, and ra- 
tional Means to draw out his|' Obedience, by appoint- 
ing Rewards or Puniſhments of his Obedience or 
Ditobedience , but alſo by the ſame Wiſdom of his, 
planted in him Aﬀections, which might be proper to 
receive the impreſſions of thoſe Rewards and Punith-' 
ments : and by this Word of his conveys thoſe No- 
tions into his Heart, which, ſtick upon choſe active 
Aﬀections of Love, Hope, and Fear, in the moſt 
exact, full and adequate minner : This is therefore 
none elſe, but the Finger of God. And this 1s not 
only evinced by the Threatnings and Promiles 1n this 
Book, but by the Hiſtorical | part of it, applying the 
Truths of both z wherein we may ſee unriddied moſt 
of the varieties of Events, that fall upon a People, or 
Perſon , eſpecially knowing God, ch without this 
Light, ſeem to be confuſed, and meerly contingent. 
I/rael (ins, Iſrael is puniſhed: the repents, and 1s deli- 
vered. Weare (hewn by the very Hiſtorical paſſages 
of the Old Teſtament, that when we are punithed, 
we eat but the fruic'of our own ways. 

3. As the Eminence of che Scripture above other 
Learning , and conſequently its Original, is diſcovered 
i the two former, | {o in this, that it doth diſtin and 
clearly evidence, and ſet forth thoſe Moral Precepts, 
which are confuſedly and imperfectly only delivered 
by the beſt of humane Writers , eſpecia!ly in the Wor- 
ſhip of God: All agree God's to be worthipped , but 
when they come to thew how, then they are to ſeek 
for indeed, as it is folly for any one to think, that there 
can be any Worthip of God acceptable , but what is 
gt to his Will; fo it is vain to think, that tlus 

11] of his could be diſcovered by any but himſelf. And 
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from the want of this grew Idolatries and other Vaniti 
in Worlhip. | E 4. The 
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4 The original of the Scriptures is diſcovered in this; 
char it doth contain in it Precepts of a higher Conſti- 
:x1ion, and therefore of a higher Pedegree , that the 
beſt of all humane Learning ever .d1d arrive unto ! 
ſach as are the Cleanfing of the Heart and Thoughts 
from all Sin z That the Formality of Sin confifts in 
che Will, even before it exprefleth it ſelf in Ads 
That the ourward Conformucy of the Act to Vertue; 
without the internal on of ' the Will an 
Mind , is but Hypocriſte, and the ſeeming vertuous 
Action is at leaſt dead , and not of value, if not {ms 
That a Vertuous Action done out "of any other End, 
than in Obedience and Love tro God, ' that enjoyns it; 
is not an Action rightly Principled, nor acceptable to 
God ; The right directing of. our Paſſions and Aﬀe- 
Etions , that nothing is worthy of our intenſe Love 
bur God; that nothing deſerves our Hate but Sin $ 
and therefore teacheth us in the former , to deſpiſe the 
World in the latter, to love our Enemies. The right 
temper of our Minds, in reference to all things without 
us, or befalling us in any AMiiction and Troubles Ic 
teacheth us to improve it in diſcovery and repenting of 
the cauſe of our (tn; in adhering ro God;in whom there 
iS no variableneſs; in keeping a looſe and remiſs AF- 
feRion to the World ; in Contentedneſs, and chearful 
reſignation of our (elves ro God, that is Lord of his 
Creature, and though it ſhould not be meritorioufly 
deſerved , might be juſtly inflited : In times of Pro- 
ſperity and Comfort, it teacherh us to Jook to the 
_ Author, and take more delight in the hand that gives 
it, than in the Bleſſing it ſelf; ro value the meaſure 
of my Comfort , more by the favour and good will 
of the Giver, than by the extent of the Gife ; In the 
enjoyment to be Watchful, that I be not inſnafed 
by it to forget the Giver, to be moderate, humble; _ 
wiſe: In the whole courſe of ont Lives to look _ ; 
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this World ro another Country, and ſo we may en- 
joy the the Favour of our God, and the Fruition of 
that Country z to be at a point with all the Pleaſures 
Profits, Preferments, Honours, Comforts, and Life of 
this Life; ro be fo fixed in our Obedience to our God, 
as not to go out of the Path he hath put us m, though 
' it be ſtrewed with all the Scorns, Mileries, Torments, 
_ ayd Deaths, thar Men or Heil could ſcatter to hinder 
us. Theſe and the like Precepts are given in that 
Word : and thefe and the like Effects it doth, by the 
concurrence of God's Grace, work in {the Heart, 
which are as far beyond the moſt ſublimated Docu:- 
ments of the moſt exact moral Philoſpher in the 
World, as theirs aze beyond.the moſt grols Paganiſm : 
Theſe do proclaim therefoxe their original from a 
Iigher Principle than humane Authority , or Inver- 
tion. And it 1s obſervable; that theſe are not only 
Principles of a high and noble extract, bur of a {1n- 
gular uſe in this Life : If all Men were of this Conſti- 
rution, it would queitionleſs, reform-all thoſe Incon- 
veniences , which do happen eicher from one Man to 
another, as Enquiries, breach of Contracts 3 or from 
Man to himſelf; of diſcontent, vexation and unquiet- 
neſs of Mind, or diforder in any Condition. | 
Now if it be ſaid , That ic ſeems ſtrange, that God, 
who could have preſerved Man in the fame Integrity 
of Mind, in which he was created, and could have 
ſupplyed Man with as uniform a motion to his End 
by a conſtant Means, as other Creatures by their In- 
ſtints, which are fixed and conſtant in them, ſhould 
take this Circuit, {in reſtoring loſt Man by ſuch a 
Means , it.is anſwered, That God having endued Man 
with Reaſon, Underſtanding, and Will , doth rather 
chule to bring about his purpoſes concerning him, by 
Rational Means conform to thoſe Faculties of Under- 
ſtanding and Will, puttmg Light into the one, and 
[| HE Z | __Regulaicy 
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Regularity into the other, by ſuch means as is ſuitable 
co his Condition and Nature, and not by the actual ex- 
ercile of his Spar 107 Power, though not without 
the concurrence of his ſpecial Grace and Providence ; 
as in thoſe other a&iohs of Men, 1n preſerving the 
natural or civil Subſiſtence of Men, and: Societies , 
he doth uſe the inſtrumental means of natural and 
politick Proviſions, rationally or naturally conducing 
ro ſuch preſervation. | _ - .. | 

By what hath paſt before cheſe things, are rationally - 
concluded, 7 

1. That there is a Firſt Cauſe of all things. | 

2,. That chis Firſt Cauſe 15 Infinite ; Incomprehetr- 
lible, &c. | | Þ 708 

z That this Firſt Cauſe, as he was the firſt and 
only Cauſe of all Beings, ſo he appoints in his Wiſdom 
ay Juſtice, the /everal Ends, or Perfections of «ll 
things. es of 


4. That-the ſeveral particular Ends of all:chings are 


4 

5. Thar every thing is carried to his. ſever 
by Rales proportionable to the End and 'Natu 

oy Creature, 'given by the great Govyernour . of. al 

CNNgs. TE 
6. That Mar is a Creature of higher Conſtitution 
' than other Creatures, principally in reſpe& of the Im- 
mortality of the Soul; the Immateriality of it , the 
Faculties of it, Underſtanding and Will. 
7. That therefore he was at firſt ordained by the 
wiſe God to an End proportionable to theſe Excellen- 
an, an immaterial, immortal, intelligible , deſirable 


8. Thar there is no other Obje& of this Happineſs; | 
bur God himſelf. | = 
9. That the ſame Wiſdom of God, that ordained 


all things to their End, and planted in every thing con- 
85 (Of 5 Þ T. ay 


proportionable to their'ſeveral Natures. - 4 , - 
al End 
r.of 
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ducible Motions and Rules for that End, hath like- 
wiſe * 1 gory unto Man « &«/e leading him up to 
that Ends and without the| obſervation whereof it is 
impoſſible to attain it © 

10. That this Rule depends meerly upon the Will 
of God, what it ſhould bez and that in the Confor- 
mity to this Will, conſiſts Man's preſent Enjoyment, 
and Hopes and Means of future Happineſs. 

11. That as things ſtand with Man, he is at a Fault, 
and knows not what his End , what his Rule is, nor 
hath a Will co obey it. | 

\ 12, That conſequently he can never attain his End, 
till his Underſtanding and Will be reformed, and the 
Guilt "pans by the violation of that Rule, be ta- 

en OIT- | 

I Eve the Diſcovery, Reformation-, and Cure, 
can be by no other Means, than by God himſelf, 

F4- FA8t this Book of the Old and New Teſtament 
are that Means , which God himſelf hath given in his 
Mercy, Providence and Wiſdom to be the means of 
the diſcovery unto Man what his End, what his Means 
to attain that End was, how loſt, how to be reſtored ; 
nor moſt effeual and rational Means condu- 
CiDle 00 It, | - - = 


PART 


CHATF. hþ 
Of the Exiſtence and Attributes of God. 


N D now we have drawn down the great 
Ar Buſineſs of Man, by dark and neces dips 


and windings to a clear Light, which doth 

not only clearly and co 
and unfold theſe Truths, which with mowers d 
of diſcourſe,and ſearch by Reaſon, we dimly arrive _ 
| bur divers ocher Truths, which all the Reaſon and 
Learning of the Sons of Men, could never attain ugro ; 
1 lack, as without which, all the Paſſages even of this 
ife, are dark and obſcure, and uncomfortable : We 
| ſhall therefore now fall to the conſideration of choſe 
Truths, which are eemained in chat Book , that are of the 
greateff concernment tothe Sons of Men, 1n Order 0 
tupream End, and to evidence their Congruicy with 

"found and re&ified Reaſon, 

I. This Book teacheth us, 7hat there is a God, which 
although ic be deducible by natural Evidence, yu 
ehis declaracion in the Scripture is of ſingular 


_ well for the ſpeedy and Ws 2 Fit, as us 
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for the ratilyins and confirining of this Principle, as 
we iy obſerve, even in Truths of an inferiour na- 
torez which, though by the diſcuriive operation of 
che Underſtanding, they may be diſcovered and allent- 
ed unto; yet thele dilcoveties, and that conlent, is fa- 
cilitated and ſtrengthened , when in the Writings or 
Dictates of others they are ſer forth, as in the (e- 
veral difcourles 'of Men in matters Natural , Meta- 
phylical, and Motal. And we may obſerve, that even 
um this fundamental Truth, That there is a God, where 
thele and the like Inſtruftions are wanting , Men, 
chat are naturally endued with the ſame Faculties of 
Realon and Underſtanding with us, have not, or 


7 


not ſo clearly this Principle, as among Atheiſts and 
Pagans. | > 
2. Tis Book ſheweth us clearly rhe Eſſence, Nature 
and Attribmes of Ged, is far forth as is comprehenſible. 
by our humane Underſtanding. Many of theſe are 
by the help of natural Reaton and Dilcourſe, legible 
in the things that are ſeen;..ſo far forth, as to leave 
our Ignorance thereof unexcuſable, Rom. 1. 20, yet as 
zu the. former , fo much more in this, our Reaſon is 
helped and ſtrengthened in our ſpeedy diſcovery, and 
firmer aflent thereunto, as likewife appears by the many 
Errors of Men of the ſame Faculties with us, even 
concerning thele Principles. l 
Herein we learn kis Wnitp ; Deut. 6. 4. The Lord 
our Cd 3s one Loxd, His Scifeſufficiency , and Sublt- 
ſtence of himſelf: Exod. 3. 14. I am that I am, His 
Imm-nfip; 1 Kings 8. 27. Bebold the Heaven, and the 
i'taven of Heavens cannot contain thee : His Ubiquity, 
Deut. 4. 39. The Lord he is God in Heaven above, and wpon 
Earth beneath : Plal. 13. 9.) Whither ſhall I go from thy 
Sfirit, or fly from thy preſence ? Jer. 23. 24. Can any hiae 
himſelf, that I ſhall not ſee him 7 Do not 1 fill Heaven and 
Earth? His Eternity ; Pal. 90. 2, Before the Iſonntaing 
| | were 
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' were brought forth, or ever thou hadſt formed the Earth 
and the World , even from everlaſting to everlaſting, thou art 
God, His Dmniſcience and intelleftnal Nature : Plal. 94. 
10,11, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of Man, that they 
are vanity, Prov. 15. 11. Hell and deſtruction are before 
the Lord , how much more the Hearts of - the Children of 
Men? His Dmnipotence : Gen. 17. 1, / am the Al- 
mighty God, Plal. 145. 3. His Greatneſs is wnſearchable. 
Hi: Wiſdom 3; Jer. 10, 12. He hath eftabliſhed the Wn ld 
by his Wiſdom, and hath ftretched out the Heavens by his 
Diſcretion, Plal. 147. 5. His Underſtanding is infinite. 
His Will che only mative of all his actions :* Prov. 16. 
14. The Lord hath made all things for himſelf. . Ex0d. 33. 
19. And will be gracious to whom- [ will be pracions , 'ana 
will ſhew mercy to whom I will ſhew mercy. Ifa, 43. 25- 
1 am he that blotted out thy tranſgreſſions for my own ſake. 
Himſelf the End of all de doth : Prov. 16. 4. The Lord 
hath made all things for himſelf, Jrreſitibilitp 3 Prov. 
21. 30, There is no Wiſdom nor Underſtanding, nor Coun- 
ſel againſt the Lord, Inviſible ; Exod. 33. 19, No Mar 
can ſee my face and live. Jumutability ; Marth, 3. 6. 
IT am the Lord, I change not. Plal. 102, 6, Thou art the 
ſame , and thy years h.ve no end. Iſa. 40. 28, Haſf thou 
not kno.yn ? haſt thou not heard, that the everlaſting God, the ' 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the Earth, fainteth not, 
neither is weary? there 1s no ſearching of his VUnaerſtand- 
ing, Ir is true, in theſe and the like Expreſſions or 
Actributions unto the Divine Nature 3 we are never- 
theleſs to obſerve, 

1. That it is impoſlible for any thing below God 
himſelf, fully and clearly to underſtand che Nature or 
Eſſence of God; becauſe he is actually Infinite, and 
nothing beſides himſelf hath, or can have, an Act of 
his Intelle& , ſpacious enough to comprehend what 
IS actually Infinite, | 


I 6s: 2, That 
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 -», Thar conſequently it is impoſſible, that any in- 
telligible Expreſſions whatſoever , can fully and clear- 
ly rencer unto our Linderſtandings the'Nature of God: 
And this ſtands upon the Reaſan before alledged. We 
have here chree terms, and each of them doth necet- 

{a:ily inforce the truth of cis. 
1... The Infnitnde of the objedt, God : concerning 
whom in exact Truch, nothing can be affirmed ; for 
it conſi{ts* nor with his Simplicity; as to fay, that he 
is Wite, Inſt, Good, is in cruth improper z for that 
were to ſappoſe a4 quality or accident in lim diſtinct 
from his Eſſence, which is not poſlible. 

z. The ditproportion between the Object and the 
Power of the Underſtanding. Ir is true, the Under- 
ſtanding. as Numbers, or a Line, is potentially in- 
fanitez but it is not, nor can be infinite im as; and 
unlets it be (o, it cannot poſhbly or fully conceive the 
Divine Nature, by all the ſpeculation in the World; 
if it could be imaginable; that any Expreſſion could 
be: framed exactly proportionable to the nature of 
God , that Expreſhon , whatever-it vere, would be 
to00 wide and ſpaciqus for a finite Underſtanding at once 
co comprehend. © 
3. Expreſſton js| che means of uniting Truths to 
our Underſtanding|, which, that they may be, muſt 
have a double conformity : 1. To his Underſtanding, 
that makes the Expreſſion , for it is nothing elſe but 
2 ſign or image of that Conception, that 1s in him 
war makes the Expreſſion : Thus according to the per- 

ection of that inward impreſſion that is in his Under- 
Rtanding, that makes the Expreſſian , is the meaſure 
of the perfection of che Expreſſion : 2. To his Capa- 
city or Receptiveneſs, to whom this {1gn mult be gi- 
ven; otherwiſe though the Conception of him , that 
makes the Expreſſtton , be never fo exact, and his Ex- 
preſſion never fo conformable to that Conception, the 

| | © Expreſſion 
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Expreſſion is idle and fruitleſs : Thus, though Al- 


mighty God be not meaſurable by any Expreſſion, 
yer he renders himſelf co every thing, according to 
their different Capacities : to Angels by a ſpiritual Vi- 
ſion, to Men by Expreſſions that may fall within the 
compaſs of their We rheny which of neceſlity 
mult cherefore be defective, becauſe if poſhb] = 
could be exactly conformable to che Nature 0 : 
they would be utrerly unuſeful for the Underſtanding 
of Man: This is plain in theſe three Inſtances : 

I. Divers of the Divine Attributes conſiſt in Ne- 
gatives, and excluſions of thoſe deficiences, that we 
hnd in Creatures. This can never clearly expreſs 
the nature of the thing; for though we could deny 
any thing to our Lives ends, yet we were as f 
from clear knowing what it was, as when we firl 


an, 

2. Divers of the Divine Attributes conliſt in Aﬀ: - 
mation of thoſe Qualities, which we find moſt uſeful 
and in eſteem among Men, as Juſtice, Wiſdom, Pu- 
rity, &c. which, as is before thewa, is improper. 

3. Divers of thoſe Attributions conliſt in a reduction 


_ of the actions, that God doth , to the like qualicies in - 


Men, that occaſion the production of the like Actions, 


as Jealoulie, Anger, Love, Pity,&c. which are impoſhble” 


to fall in truth within the right conception of the Di- 
vine Nature, or to con(iſt with the Perfection, Impaſſt- 
bility, and Immutability of his Efſence: But withouc 
che help of theſe, or the like Expreſſions , we cannot 
eaſily conceive , how, upon the different actions, of 
Men in Obedience, or Diſobedience to his Will, choſe 
different Diſpenſations of the Divine Will ſhould 
even without joyning to' our Underſtandings. ſome 
ſuch motions in the Divine Being, which correſpone 
with the motions in our ſelves, producing ſuch Adti- 
ns, The like when we read of his Eyes, Counte- 
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nance, Hand, Arm, Goings, Ways : wherein never- 
cheleſs the Scripture, whiles it uſeth theſe Expreſſions 
to help our Underſtanding, and excite our Aﬀecti- 
ons , it neverthele(s provides Cautions to avoid grofl- 
neſs and miſtakes; that ſo ic may appear, that they 
are only helps to \us, not derogations to the incom- 
prehenſible Purity ,, Perfe&tion , ang, Majeſty of God: 
and for that very reaſon ,* not any one thing ſo 
much fenced out by it, as Image-making, and Wor- 
fuping. | 
| 3. By this Book , we are caught the manner of his 
Subſiſtence in three Perſons, the Father, the Word, 
and the Spirit; and that theſe three are one. The 
Pluralicy of Perſons in one Eſſence is a Myltery that 
is not attainable by all the Reaſon in the World , and 
is but obfcurely hinted in the Oid Teſtament, - Ges. 1. 
26, &c. and therefore it ſeems not underſtood by the 
/ews; but in the New Teltament more plainly related : 
che diverſity of Perfons of the Father and Son in one 
Eflence, 7ohn 14. 9. 7obn 17, 5, 22, The Spicit—All 
three together, 4:5. 28. 19, 1 fobn 5,7, The Manner 
of the Subliltence in Unity of Efſence, and Trinity of 
Perſons is ot that! cran{cendent and incomprehen{ible 
Nature, that, as it could never be diſcovered withour 
an immeaiatce revelation from God himſelf, ſo being 
diſcovered, it is (carce conceptible by us. "The Piſpures 
concerning it, farther than it is there revealed; are ground- 
leſs and dangerous; for it 1s utterly impoſſible, that the 
Notion of Perſonality or Subſiſtence, as we take it up 
from thele inferiour Beings , can fit that , which is the 
higheſt and moit arcane Myſtery of the infinite Be- 
ing 3 and conſequently rhoſe Diſputes, which are built 
upon thoſe dilproportionable Notions , are not without 
2 necefhty of ercing. 
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CHAP. Il. 
Of the Aits and Works of Goa : and 1. Of his 
Eternal Couſel. 


© 


4+ 7 HE next great Point that we learn in this 
Book , is concerning the 4s or Works of God; 
1. His Eternal Counlel. 
2, The Execution of that Counſel : 
I. Creation. 
2. Providence: 
1. General, Concerning all things. 
2, Special, Concerning Man. 

1, Concerning the Eternal Conſe! of God, where- 
by he did predetermine all things that ſhould be from 
all Eternity ; This, as it evidently appears in all the 
Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, which were ful- 
filled in their times, ſo by divers Afftrmations , even 
of God himſelf by his Spirit: The Creation, Prov. 8. 
27, When he prepared the Heavens, 29, When« he appointed 
the Foundations of the Earth, Job 38. 4. When IT laid the 
Foundations of the Earth, 10, and brake up for it my decreed 
place, | 

The Redemption of Man by Chriſt, 1 Pez. 1. 20. 
Who was forcordained before the Foundation of the World, 
Ads 2. 23, Him by the determinate Counſel and fore- 
krowledge of God , ye have taken, &c, Election of* his 
Church and People, Rom. 9.11. The Purpoſe of God 
according to Elettion : | 

| The Succeſi:s of Nations and Kingdoms, J1/e. 14. 
26,27, This is the Purpoſe that is_purpoſed upon the whole 
Earth, QC... For tbe Lord hath purpoſed, and who ſhall 
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diſanul it? Dan. 4. 35. The Extorted Confeſſhon of 
Nebuchadnezzar, | | 

The particular and voluntary motions of Men, 
Iſa. 10.5. O Aſſyrian, the Rod of mine Anger, &C. yet he 
thinketh not ſo, Jer. 10. 23. The way of Alanis net in 
himſeif. Prov. 20. 24. Jan's goings are of the Lord. 
Prov. 21. 30. There is no Wiſdom nor Comnſel againſt 
the Lord, | | 

The moſt contingent and inconſiderable Events that 
are, the caſting of a Lot, Prov. 16. 33. The falling of 
2 Sparrow, Matrh, Io. 29. — 

Now touching the Counſel of the Almighty, we are 
to diftinguiſh. between the alt of Counſel, and the att of 
Knowledge : the firſt is properly an at of his Will , pre- 
determining what ſhall be; the latter, an a& of his 
infinite underſtanding, which foreſees what ſhall 
be, without any [actual Cauſality upon the things. 
Theſe, though they are not ſo much 'as accidentally 


differing in God ,| yer in our Apprehenſions there 1s 
a difference; ſo that we concluce , there is not only 


a Preſcience in God of all things that ſhall, or may be 
Known wnte the Lord are all his Works from the beginning : 
but likewiſe a Prederermination by his Divine Will 
of all things that (hall be ,.and of the ſeveral means 
conducing to it. [And this Counſel of God is in truth 
the ſupream Cauſe of all things: for as that Power, 
whetely all things do move themſelves or other UNS, 
is put into them by the great maker of all things, by 
the mere and immediate aCt of his Will, as hath been 
before obſerved; ſo the managing of all theſe ſeveral 
Powers, to the production, of the ſeveral things in 
the World, is the a& of the ſame Will of God: 
they move 1n their ſeveral | Series, according to that 
Counſel of the great God of Heaven. 

Now this Counſel of God is repreſented to us in 
the Seripture under theſe ſevere] qualifications, gp: an 
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Ecernal Counſel. 2. An Immutable Counſel. . 3. A 
Free Counſel. 4. A Wile Counlel. þ An Active and 
Irreſiſtible Coun(el. 6. An Univerſal Counſel. 

3. It is an Eter#al Counſel, a Purpoſe and Counſel 
before the Foundation of the World, the indiviſible 
and unſuccefiwe a of his Will. Ir is trae, the Conn- 
ſels of Men, as their Conceptions are ſucceſſive , one 
conſideration ſupplying the defe& or imperfeCtion of 
the former : and oftentimes the Counſels of Men are 
eaken up pro re »at«, principally becauſe they have 
nor either the power-to manage all the Emergencies 
and Ingredients into an Action according to their own 
Wills, nor to foreſee thoſe Accidents char might 
enervate or impede the fruic of his Counſels; bur the 
Will of God 1s the Cauſe of all things; and theres - 
fore as nothing can have a Being without his Will, 
+ aching can impede or hinder the Counſel of his 

Hts ; 

2, From, hence it follows, that it is an Jmmureble 
Counſel; otherwiſe it cannot be Eteroalz for what 
began to be otherwiſe, than it was before, cannot 
be Erernal. The Change of Counſels and: Purpoſes 
among : Men ariſe from one of theſe Cauſes: either 
from an intrinſecal ginteoneſs and 
which is their unpertection z or from ſome extrinſe- 
cal Emergency , which euther was not orien > or 
cannot be maſtered : but neither of theſe can fall-upon 
God, It is trues what he wills, he wills freely. and 
therefore ex »arwr4 rei he might not have willed itz yer 
what he wills, he wills from all Ecernity:: 
with him. there is. 80. variableneſs 
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Is his Counſel, is.the cauſe and meaſure of the being 
of all things , and therefore it can no more hinder or 
alter his Counſel;, than-it can give it ſelf a Being 
gainſt his Will. | But becauſe there be ſome things 
that owe not their Formality to the Counſel of God, 
as Sin ( which how far it falls within the Countels of 
God, ſhall be hereafter conſidered ) yet tli:t cannot 
any way elude the Counſel of God, as fhall be 
hereafter ſhewn : [Therefore thoſe (everal paſlages in 
holy Scripture, that tell us, that God repented of 
Evil, when Man repented of Sin, 7oe! 2. 1 4. {onah 3. 4. 
are not to be underſtood of the Nature or Counſels 
of God: for in that reſpe&t Za/awm ſpoke a Truth of 
God, Nwmb. 23.19. God is not a Man, that he ſhould 
the , nor the Son of Man, that he ſhonld repent : For the 
ſame Counſel of God, which appointed 79nah to be 
the Inſtrument of Nineveh's Repentance, ordained like- 
wiſe their turning! upon that preaching , and ordered 
the diver{1on of that Judgment, which the ſame Conn- 
ſe] had ordered to be imminent , but not execured : 
But becauſe there was the execution of Tuch a real 
change, which in Man is ordinarily the effe& of a 
change of purpoſe, or repenting, therefore it 1s called 
_ aRepenting: yet the very ſame Counſel, that appointed 
the denunciation of an imminent Judgment, appointed 
their repenting upon that denunciation, and that diver- 
ſion, upon that repenting. — 
3. It is a Free Tank): if 15 nothing elſe, but the 
a& of the Will of God. It is true, the determina- 
tion of that Will impoſeth a neceſſity: of the exiſtence 
of the thing willed, yet the determination it ſelf was 
” act of the freeſt Agents. This excludeth any Stoical 
eceſlity. | 
4. Ir 1s a moſt #/e Counſel, And this is evident, 
even in the loweſt 'and moſt inconſtderable execution 
of this Counſel : and therefore 7/a. 28. 29. the _— 
| | | ation 
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Girion of this Counſel of God, even in the m__ 
2nd tchreihing of Fitches , concludes this alſo comet 
forth from the Lord, who is wonderful in Counſel, 
and excellent in working : This Wiſdom is eminent in 
this : | | 
1. In that it doth mot only prederermine the End or 
Event , but likewiſe all thoſe Means , that are conducible 
ro the bringing to pals of this End. Ir is true, God 
by an act of his Power might, and ſometimes doth, 
per ſaltum bring to pals his own Purpoſe, by his own 
immediate Power : but this is not the ordinary courſe 
of the execution of his 'Counſel, but produceth the 
End Decreed, by Decreed Means, Aiﬀs 27. Paws 
dangerous Voyage 1s predetermined to end in a fafe 
Arrival, Verſe 24. [Yet Verſe 31. Except theſe Men 
abide in the Ship, ye cannot be ſaved, This Perſwaſton 
of Paul's becomes prevalent, and they ſtay. The Coun- 
ſel of God, that determined the Ship's ſafe arrival, 
predetermined the itay of the Men in the Ship, to 
be the means of that ſafety, and the perſwafſion of 
Paul to be the means of their ſtay. Here is the Link 
of God's Counſel, coupling the Event to his nar 17 
with ſubordinate .and purpoſed Means. When I fee 
a Counlel of God difcovered, that had not its com- 
pleat Execution in many hundreds of years afterz and 
obſerve how many thouſands of ſtrange connexions of 
Accidents do intervene between the Counſel diſco- 
vered, and the Execution of itz alrhough rill che 
execution, the event feems as unlegible as any thing 
in the World; nay, oftentimes theſe Antecedents, thar 
ſeem moſt probable of any to the producing of che 
coproe Event, with a contrary- wind quite driven 
oft and blaſted; yet when after all theſe ſeveral Mean- 
ders of Succeſles, I ſee the Effe& come to paſs, even 
by moſt improbable and accidental Means , [ muſt 
needs acknowledge , this ſeeming Confuſion is me- 
chodically 


his, 
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thodically managed by the ſame Counſel, that prede- 
termined the End; 1 muſt conclude, as the Wiſe Man 
doth in another caſe, Eccle/. 7. 14. God hath ſet the 
one over againſt the other , to the End, that Man ſhould find 
mething after him, Let us conſider it in the great Buſt 
nels of our Redemption by Chriſt : God in his Eter* 
nal Counſel had appointed Man to be partaker of his 
| Glory by the death of Chriſt , who was the Lamb ſlain 
from the foundation of the World: Man is created 
1n a glorious, happy, free Eſtate; he hath a Covenant 
made with him , which he may keep or break at his 
own liberty; he is left in his own hands, and not necet- 
{itared to break that Covenant, which he but even now 
made with his Maker ; if he had done fo , the ſendin 
of Chriſt had been needlefs : Man falls, nov is Chri 
promiſed, Ge. 3.15. and after confined to the Line of 
Abraham, Gen. 18. 18, and after to the Line of David, 
See what a World of Interventions of Accidents and 
Succeſs interpoſed between the Promiſe and the Event, 
the Birth of Chriſt, any one whereof, if it had mi{- 
carried, had diſappointed the whole Succeſs : When 
he was born, what ſtrange Events happen for the ful- 
filling of all the Prophecies concerning him. So in 
the fulfilling of the Prophecy made to Abrabaw , that 
after four hundred years bondage, his Poſterity ſhould 
enjoy the Land of Canaan, Gen. 15. ver. 13, 18. What 
a world of ſtrange Interpolitions were there, conducing 
to the fulfilling of it, between that and Exed. 12. 40. 
and 7o/bna 18. 1. | The Births of 1ſaac, Jacob, and the 
Parriarchsz the Dream of 7e/eph, that caus'd envy a- 
{rein him 3 and that very Envy conducing to the fſul- 
lling of his Dream ::he is ſold to the Ifpmaeties by 


them to the Egypriens; he is injured and impriſoned; 
Pharaoh's Butler is impriſoned in the ſame Priſon , and 
then d 3 this interpreted by 7o/epbz the Po 


Celivered 3 Pharaoh dreams , 7oſeph is mentioned, 
| meerprets 


CHap. IT. and of our Selves. i29 


interprets it, is advanced, furniſheth Zgpt to be 
the Magazine of Africa ; the Famine pincheth 7atob's 
Family 3 this lead his Sons to Egypt 5 er is diſco- 
veredz 7acob ſent for, he and his Family; txry 
{ix Perſons go down into Egyr : What a Circle 1s 
here of the Divine Counſel, managing theſe ſeeming 
Caſualties, to fulfill that part of the Prophecy to Abra- 
ham , That his Seed ſhould be Strangers in a Land that 
was not theirs ! Well, for their Deliverance from 
thence, they muſt be oppreſled ; that's not enough ; 
the Males muſt be killed; had not this been, eſes 
had not been expoſed, Pharaoh's Daughter muſt come 
juſt to prevent his drowning , and to give the oppor- 
tunity of a learned Education z this was the Inftru- 
ment of their Deliverance. The like we might pur- 
ſue in the following Paſlages, wherein we may ſee 
the Wiſe God by his Wiſe Counſel marthalling the 
Means , fitting them moſt admirably with Circum- 
ſtances and ſtrange Conjuncures, for the fulfilling of 
his purpoſed Ends. And herein is the Excellency of 
the Scripture, that ſhews us a Hand, ordering and 
diſpoſing by a moſt Wiſe Counſel. theſe ſeeming tu- 
multuary and diſorderly Paſlages inthe World, to moſt 
admirable and fixed Ends. This is the firſt thing 
wherein the Wiſdom of this Counſel of God 1s ſeen 
i chaining all chings one to another, by the very ſame 
purpoſe whereby he determined the End. 

2. That in the diſpoſing of Means and Ends, every 
thing notwithſtanding, moves according to that Law , that 
he Lach given to its particular Being, We uſually diſtin- 
a the ations or ſucceſles of things within our ob- 
ervation into three Ranks or Ranges : iz. Neceſfary, 
Voluntary, Contingent: : 

1. Neceſſary Effects are ſuch, as their Cauſes being 
admitted, have a neceſſary conjunction therewith, or 
conſequence thereupon , CO to the uſual courſe 


of 


lzo Of the! Anowleaze of God, PART II. 
_ of Nature. Such ate the Conlequences that rife upon 
the motions of the Heavens, as the politions of the 
Planetsz the Conlequents that arile upon the con- 
tiguity or conjunction of| the Elements ; and divers 
{uch things, that hold a conſtant courte in Nature, 
Thete, alchough! che great God may , and ſometimes 
doth , interrupt! by the [extraordinary a&ts of his 
Power, and to thew his Freedom ; yet molt admirably 
he doth not hinder , bur uferh them to the production 
of his own molt ſure Counſels. And this cvidencerh 
the Infinite Witdom of the great God , that hath fo 
admirably framed his Works and his Countlels, that 
while ttie former move uniformly, according to that 
prefcript Rule and Law, which the God of Nature 
hach put into them, yet | the Jatter tha!l not be in- 
re:tupted , but effected by them, though they know 
ie not, nor mean it not. As when we jo in a Curious 
Watch , the uniform motion of the Spring, ſerving to 
produce teveral {artificial motions as of the hour of 
the Day, the diy of the Month, the age of the Moon, 
and the like; we commend the Wiſdom of the Ar- 
tiit, that hath fo tempered the Spring, that by one 
uniform motion/, it may be uſeful for all thefe; and 
hath likewite {o directed and managed this natural mo- 
tion of the Spring, to ſerve exactly thoſe. different 

inteliectual motions; and do conclude, that the con- 

trivance of this|piece of Work was all at one time, 

otherwile it wete impoſſible , that every part ſhould 

hold that order': So when we ſee the natural mo- 

tion ot the Creatures , conducing to the production 

of th$le rational Ends, which God hath appointed, 

we may juſtly admire the Wiſdom of God, that while 

he intends a Purpoſe above the conception or drift of 

2 natural Agent , he bringeth it about without the 

Violation of the Rules or Laws, which he hath ap- 

10.nted ro be conſtant in Nature; and may moſt juſtly 
conclude, 
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conclude, That the Law of Neceſlity in the natural 
Agents, is but the Effet of that very Counſel, that 
hath predetermined his own Purp©l-s by them and 
that they are all of a piece, all laid at the ſame rime. 
And from thence grows the ſubicrvience of the na- 
rural Ayent, in he moſt rigid Law and Rule of his 
Operation, unto the free Counſels ot the great God, 
that doth moſt fivdetly and infallibly fect che latter, 
wichout the violation of that Ruie, which he hath gt- 
ven to the former. And hence it is, that choſe EE- 
fects, which are produced naturally by natural Cauates, 
we do and may call Natural and Necellary ; and yet 
it excludes not the Counſel of the Divine Wiil in 
the production of it : for it is the ſame Counſel, that 
hach made this neceſlary connexion between the Cauſe 
and the Effet, that did predetermine the Effect to 
be produced. Here then 1s conſpicuous the Witdom 
of God , that while his Creatures ,' in whom he hath 
placed an uniform Courſe of Working , fulfil his 
Will, yet they keep their Law of Unformity arid 
Neceſlity. | 
2. Voluntary, And this is admirable, that whiles 
Voluntary Agents do moſt neceſlarily fulfil the Coun- 
ſel of God, yet they do it without the leaſt diminu- 
tion of their Freedom. The Jews did molt freely 
cruciftie Chriſt, yet it was by the predeterminate 
Counſel of God : Pharaoh did moſt freely refuſe to let 
Iſrael go, yet Almighty God tells him, for this por- 
ole had he raiſed him up to ſhew his Power upon 
im, Exed. 9. 16. And from hence we may obſerve 
the reaſon why Almighty God in all rimes hath uſed 
rational ways for the reducing of Men to the Obedi- 
ence of his Will not but that he could, if he pleaſed, 
force the Wills of a!l Mankind to what Diſpolitions 
or Actions he pleaſed ; but that were to infrihge chat 


Law , which he at firſt planted in Voluntary Agents. 
Ks 3 Herg 
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Here is the Wiſdom of the great God , his Will hall 
be cftected, yet Man's Will not forced : P/al. 110. 
Thy People ſhall be willing in the day of thy Power, So 
that the Concluſion is, The Wills of Men are ruled 
by the Counſel of God for the producing of his Ends, 
yet without violation of Man's Freedom, This is 
done by a rational Means. And the Comrſes, that God's 
Counſel uſeth to work the Will of Men to his Parpoſes, are 
moſt uſually theſe, | 

1, By proponndins Rational Objefts or Motives Condu- 
cing to the winning the Will to act thoſe things, that 
are conducible to che Purpoſe of God. In that one 
Inſtance, concerning the hardening of Phareoh's Heart, 
God had a Purpoſe to be honoured upon Pharaoh, in 
the miraculous delivery of his People: it is propound- 
ed to him, to let the People go; it was a rational oc- 
caſion for him to deny it, for then he ſhould loſe their 
Work , which was beneficial to him: ſes to con-. 
firm his Embaſſage, caſts down his Rod, it becomes 
a Serpent; the |Magicians, that were of a contrary 
Counſel to Mefes, did the like : this Obje&t hardens 
the Heart of Pharach. The like we may ſay con- 
cerning Perſwafions, Afﬀiictions, and thoſe other 
Diſpenſations of'the Divine Will brought upon a Man 
7 it opportuno, 

2. By giving and adminiſtring Extraordinary Aids and 
Inlightenings, ſtrengthening the Faculties of the Soul. 

3. By withdrawing the ordinary Supplies and cencur- 
rence of God's Affiſtance. We are to know, that as 


the Being of all! things is. from God, fo the very na- 
eural ſupportation of all things in their ſeveral Powers 
and Activities, is from him : and if he withdraw his 
Concurrence and Aſſiſtance, our Wills will move 
freely, but to other obje&s, or in another manner, 


than they did whea aſſiſted by him. 


Now 
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Now theſe we muſt not imagine to be Expedients 
or Helps pro re ”ata, as It happens among us, that 
when a thing beyond our expectation is gone beyond 
our maſtery , then to deviſe ſome helps to reclaim it, 
or allay it : But the whole Plat-form of all and ev 
Circumſtance was laid and ſet by the Purpoſe of God, 
before the being of any thing. Man ſhall work freely, 


yer I will draw out that Freedom of his into theſe 
and theſe actions, by this and that rational means : 


ſupply or ſubduction of my aid, of his Will, ſhall nor 
elude or defeat my Counſel; nor = the fulfilling of 
that Counſel violate the Freedom of that Will, which 
I purpoſe to allow him. 

Jo Contingent Effects; which are ſuch as ariſe from 
the conjuncture of ſeveral Cauſes not ſubordinate one 
co the other : and this caſual conjundture of Cauſes, 
denominates the Event neither Voluntary nor Nece(- 
ſary , alchough it perchance aviſe from Cauſes of both 
or either Nature : but theſe having no natural con- 
junRion or connexion one with the other, the Event, 
that arifeth upon this conjunEure, is Caſual or Con- 
tingent: And this Conſideration leads us to the third 
thing, wherein the Wiſdom of this Counſel is emi- 
nent, viz, | 

4. In ordering, marſhalling, and managing of (« 
veral Cauſes, of ſeveral Natures, wholly independent 
and unſubordinate one to another , tO the fulfilling of his 
own Eternal, Infallible Counſel. Aad this conſiſts ia 
the drawing out of the ſeveral aRijvities and .cauſa- 
tions of things, at ſuch a time and ſuch a diſtance, as 
may be ſubſervient to the Effet; wherein , though 
the Cauſes apart perhaps, move ſimply according. to 
their Nature , yet the meddling and mingling of the 
together, is a clear Evidence of the Unity and Wif- 
dom of that Counſel, by which they are governed, 


In that admirable Piece of the Execution of God's 
K-3 ___ Counſe 
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Counſel concernins Tefephy this iS ligible almoſt in eve- 
ry patlige of it; : 't 15 the Purpoſe of God, he thall be 
advanced | for che PSII ot is Father and Bre- 
th cn: tce bur the laſt v8 of this Counſel PpreceCcing 
Is Auv ancen' mr: - He 1s mmitred to Priton by the 
Xt of Peirhor, the chicf Burler. by the Command of 
Paaribh « P's 4, and. 7/4rack were feveral Voluntary 
Argents, ycr thele acts of theirs, drawn out upon 1e- 
Ve] grounds, | and neepondent ONe upon tte other, 
Occation 4a meet no between fe/ep» and the Butler in 
Priton, and there ney night have continued unac- 
quainted tt] their d&: aths: an Act of Divine Provi- 
Uence araws out an occayion for their Acquaintance: 
the Butler is delivered, and his Promite forgotten : 
another occalton given by Pharach's Dream : this had 
not been uletul for 7:/eph, unlels communicated by Pha 
r.c0b to the chief Butler: this Communication draws 
out another a of his, #$z. the remembrance of 7 
eph : thus thelz feveral Vol untary Acts of Agents, 
independent oo upon another, are' arawn out tO 
meet topether 1h {uch a conjuncture of time, as ſerves 
to produce that Event, which if any one had failed, 
could nor h ave! been effected. The like 1s ealtly ob- 
ſervable in all |the great, and preaicted Changes in 
( OMMon\v calths and Kingdoms , how ſeveral Caules 
are Without ftrajming, as Ir were, interwoven and mar- 
11ed together for the production of tuch a change. And 
the like for the natural motions of the Elements in the 
conſtirurion of | mixt Boctes. Though every Caule 

apart moves accorcing to that Caulaiity and cou! ile 
of Nature that is in him, yer that Activity 1s drawn 
Out 1n fuch 2 Giſtance, at luch a time, and with tuch 
CCONCUITECES , chat makes appear at once the Ethcacy 
2nd VWifkdom of \ the Counſel of God , that whiles 
every Cauſe n'9ves aCCOrCing to his own Nature, yet 
Laty arc ſtrangely m1! 1n2! ed 12 the Procuction of {ach | 
| | n 
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an Effect , that neither of them did foreſee, or intend, 
but only the God that guided them. 

5. It is an Active and rre/ifible Counſel. This is 
evident, by what hath been before obſerved, viz. be- 
cauſe it is the cauſe and mealure of the being and power 
of every thing without it : 1t 1s therefore impoſſible 
to be reliſted , becaule that ſtrength, that any thing 
ach , it hach meerly by the efficacy of this Purpole 
of God. Although in the Divine Nature, there is no 
diflerence in the Power or Act of his Underſtanding 
and Will, yet for our Conceptions ſake, they are 


propounded under a difterent Notion : lis Purpoſe or 


Counſel is referred immediately tro his Will, and is 
not only a Foreknowledge of what ſhall be,buc hath an 
operative influence into the being and operations of all 
things : His Prefcience or Foreknowledge, we conceive 
as an act of his Underſtanding , by which he actually 
knows whatſoever ſhall be : This Preſcience 1s not an 
objettive imprefſion of the things themſelves upon 
the Divine Underſtanding, for that were to ſuppoſe 
2 kind of Paſſibility, which is incompetible to rhe 
Divine Perfection, and ſuppoſeth a kind of Priority in 
Nacure of the Object.o the Power, and a kind of de- 
pendance of the Act upon it : Bur as all things have 
their Being by the At of the Divine Will or Purpoſe, 
{0 in that Purpoſe of his, he ſees the things purpoſed 
and it is impoſſible to ſever the act of his Purpoſe, 
from the a& of his Knowledge , of the things put- 
poſed, though notionally they difter. 

6. It is an Vniver/al Counſel, and therefore Uni- 
verſal, not becauſe confuſed and indiſtinct, but it doth 
particularly and diſtin&tly extend unto all the things, 
actions, and motions in the World ; for to ſuppoſe any 
thing could happen, or be without the particular deter- 
mination of this Counſel , would be an admiſſion that 
tat thing were independent upon his Power, and would 

K4. neceſlarily 
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neceſſarily make an utter incertainty in the whole di- 
jpentatioa of the World, and fo diſappoint his Provi- 
cence. It 1s moſt evident, that the greateſt Events in 
the World have depended upon a Compares and Conca- 
r2navton of ſeveral Interventions, that in themſelves 
hive been moſt inconfiderable , which if they had not 
Dei, it had been impoſſible the Event, though ne- 
ver 10 eminent, could have happened :. David raiſed 
ro be king of 1/-ce/, 2 thing eminently in the Pur- 
pole of God, yet had he not been ſent to the Army 
with che Proviſions for his Brothers, the means of 
his Advancement, and conſequently the Advancement 
17 felf had been diſap es IF therefore the ſame 
Counſel , which had determined his being King, had 
not determined his Meſflige to the Army , that great 
Fﬀet had been utterly without the determination of 
the Divine Providence: for that, which de fato was 
the neceſſary Concurrent to his Advancement, bein 

caſual, and not within the care of Providence, ſo mul 

all the dependances that had been upon it. And the 
ſame we muſt conclude in:all the actions of Voluntary 
Agents. Two Diffcalties occur : 

1. How the Predetermination of the Acts of Vo- 
__y Agents can conſiſt with the Liberty of the 

1? _ | 
wi How the Predetermination of che Sinful Acts of 
Voluntary Agents can conſiſt with the Juſtice or Pu- 
riey;oFGo0d? ||| | 

Touching the former, we conclude, 

1. That alchough Almighty God hath been pleaſed 
tO give Voluntary Agents a Liberty of Will, yer he ' 
may moſt juſtly of his abſolute Power , interrupt that 
freedom when, 'and in what he pleafeth. The rea- 
ſon is, He is abſolute and unlimitted Lord of his 
Creature; and in as much as the Creature can have 
no Being, but by his Will, he cannot claum any Right, 

| | ut 
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but what conſiſts with his Maker's Will: if he wills 
28 interruption of that courſe , which he hath cegu- 
larly ſettled, that interruption is as juſt, as that courſe 
which he interrupteth : for both equally depend upon 
the ſame Will. 

2. That though he may moſt Joly , if he pleaſe, 
alter that courſe, which he hath ſecrled in Natural or 
Voluntary Agents; yer ſuch is his Will , that he doth 
it got, but hath been pleaſed to hold that courſe in 
Natural , but eſpecially Voluntary Agents, that the 
move according to that Liberty , with which ke hat 
endowed them. 

3- That nevertheleſs, all the voluntary actions of 
Men fall under the Predetermination of his Counſel : 
otherwiſe it were impoſſible , but that the- World 
ſhould be governed at random , the contrary whereof 
is molt clearly evidenced by daily obſervation , and 
ſeveral paſſages of the Holy Scripture, and by what 
hath been before obſerved. 

4. It is evident, that this Predetermination of the 
Divine Counſel is without any Violation of the Li- 
berty of a free ſubordinate Agent; becauſe the Action 
predetermined is elicited by ſuch means, as at once 
conſiſteth with che infallibilicy of Divine Providence, 
and the nature of the Agent. The great motive and 
objeR of all the ations and averſions of Men is Good 
and Evil : the great means whereby Men are carried 
unto theſe actions or ayer(1ons, are Convictions of che 
Underſtanding , ariſing from the union of theſe Ob- 
jects to the Underſtanding z the a& of the rational 
Appetite or Will following that Conviction , if nor 

rturbed ; the Paſhons or Aﬀetions pn onaged 

y the command of the Will, partly by the temper 
and conſtitution of the Body, And certainly, if one 
Man had an exa& knowledge of the frame, temper, 
and conſtitution of another Man and had power jo 
apply 


| 
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apply his Object ſo exactly to his Underſtanding and 
Aﬀections: as to meet wit!) them exactly; and could 
diſcover the motions of the Soul upon that Object 
propoſed , and could apply to every oppoſition a 
{uitabic antiwer or (qualification ; this Man right eaft- 
ly predetermine what the other 1h; "ld do, and yet 
in di rawing Out hat action, no way u1jure his Liberty. 
How MUe!1 mote | can the |Infanice and Omniporent 
God, who pit ut Lil xerty , Unlerſtanding , and 
Atkections in Man, po lev ely p! EQELErmINe {luch an 
*act £0 0! ONE \ Jnd yet Gravw out that act by fuch 
means by lin cecfoed, 2s may notwithſtanding ſuit 
with 'the I. ity of IS Will; the free.lom of the 
action being no 16s predetermined , than the action it 
felt: Ell [PeClaily , if we contider the Power of this 
God, in adding or withdrawing of the extrinſecal 
Helps and Cor acurrences of his own immediate Afſi- 
ſtance, which have a more mtiunate and powerful ope- 
ration upon the Soul, than | barely objective, winch 
yet hurts not, nor hinders the intrintecal Freedom of 
[218 ACT of [i A \\ ill 
TO oh {ccon H queſto ', CONCEerning the Counſel of 
16d. touching Sirtel AG 'iens': We are to conlider 
therefore , that a 41s the Violation of a Law, given 
unto R V 0.uitat ' Agent , by him that hath power to 
give that [. 2\V - te Will. In this detcription, - we 
have thole /crerul terms, all neceſlarily to be admutted, 
a hea there can be any Sin : 
. A Liw given | for where there is no Law, there 
can "bb no T; anſyreſſion 
2. A loluntar) Agent , tO whom this Law is given 3 
for it! is Imp ſlid: Q, that any thing can be capable of 
a Lay properly, hut a voluntaiy Agent; becaule the 
proper Eftect of a [Law , is to put an extrinſecal Re- 
i*raint Under a Penalty upon that which hath choice 
to obey it, Or nor. Natural Agents, though they 
| move 
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move according to a Rule, the interruption whereof, 
cauſech a Deformity , yet they move not by a Law; 
2nd therefore not capable of Sin. 

;. An Authority in him, that gives the Law, to 
vive it tO the Will. A Man, that hath an extrinſecal 
Power over me without my conſent, may give a 
Law to me, and exact the Obedience of 1t ; but the 
Violation of this Law is no (in, becauſe he hath no 
power upon. my Will, bur God. hath a power to 
command my Will, and exact Obedience of it. 
Hence it is, that there can be no Sin , but againſt 
Ca , becauſe ajl Obligation is reductive only to 
UM. 

4. A Vidation of that Law, by the a& of the Will : 
and herein we have wo things : 

1. The Subject denominated : that is the Action, 
which precilely conſidered, cannot be (inful ; but it 
15 therefore ſinful , becauſe it is the product of my 
Will, contrary to this Law. Hence it 1s, that no. 
action that is enforced, can be ſaid to be (inful : and 
every evil action hath ſo much of {in in it, as it hath 
of Will; and doth receive degrees of Evil, accord- 
' ing to the meaſyre of Conlent and Concurrence 
of the Will. And hence it 1s, that the Act of the 
\ ill againſt that Law, 1s equally fin, as if it had pro- 
ceeded into at&t; which was that moſt rational and 
clear Doctrine of our Saviour, 

' 2. The thing denominating that action ſinful : it 
is the Obliquity of the a& of the Will; for the laſt 
 a& of the Will, which preceeaed the action, is the 
Sin; and the action divided from thar act of the Wil- 
ling is not, nor can be ſinful: Ir is therefore called a 
{inful action , becauſe it is the fruit or expreſſion of an 
act of the Will, moving contrary to this Law of God. 
And by this it is evident, that the Sin is not inherent 
in the external action produced by the Will, but - 
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the Will it ſelf : and that the Sin hath a pre-exiſtence, 
ſuch as it is in the Conſent of the Will , before the 
action 1s produced : And according to the meaſure of 
the freenels and fulneſs of that Conſent is the meaſure 
of the Sin, and not according to the action; though 
it be regularly true, that that conſent of the Will, that 
15 ſtrongeſt, produceth moſt ordinarily an action. Hence 
it is, that an ation contrary to the Command of God, 
produced either through Incogitancy, Fear, Surprize, 
Paſſion, is not ſo great a fin, as a deliberate, ſtudied, 
reſolved Sin, though in truth it be not produced into 
a, by reaſon of ſome extrinſecal impediment : be- 
caule there is a fuller Conſent of the Will in the latter, 
than in the former. 

Theſe things being premiſed, we may conclude, 

1. God's Counts! doth not\predetermine the W1!l 
to any evil: for although it is true, the Obligation 
of a Law is the neceſlary Antecedent of every Sin, 
and it is impoſſible, that the Laws ,\ which God gives 
ro man, do bind! the Law-giver, yet this is incon- 
ſiſtent with his Purity, Truth, and Juſtice : Inconſi- 
ſtent with his Purity 3 for certainly there is an intrin- 
fecal Juſtice and Holineſs in the Law of! God , where- 
of he cannot cauſe the Violation : Inconſiſtent with 
his Truth ; the Will of his Counſel never croſfeth the 
Will of his Command : Inconfiſtent with his Juſtice, 

_ to require an Obedience to that Law, whereof. he 
doth neceſſitate the breach 3 And in this caſe prede- 
rerminating the Aion by way of neceſſitating the. 
Will, and to predetermine the Obliquity, differs little. 

2. Much lefs doth he infuſe Obliquity or Evil into 
the Will, to ſerve the Series of his Counſels. 

But then ir ſeems the Evil Actions of Men are out 
of the Counſel of God; or God muſt take up new 
Counſels upon the Viſion, or at leaſt Previſjon, of 
the ations of Men.. No : But here we mult FR 
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ber , what hath been before premiſed, that here is 
ſeen the great Juſtice and Wiſdom of this Counſel, 
chat it puts nothing off from that manner of opera- 
tion wherewith the God of Nature hath endued ir. 
Thus he draws out infallibly the ation of a free 
Agent , even in things ſinful, and yet the Will moves 
freely in what it doth , and conſequently , owes that 
Sin to it (elf : The Counſel of God 1s active in theſe 
particulars : 

1. Propofing of an Obje& : The Baby/o7/b Garment 
was no cauſe of Achar's fin; for it was propounded 
_ him meerly objectively, and was paſſive to his 

101CeP | 

:. Uy Permitting extrinſecal Moral Perſwaſtons un- 
to i:'' 1 his is Temptation. Adam was created with- 
Out j1n., yet with Liberty to fin : He was left wholly 
in the hands of his own Will: here was an Object 
preſented ; the fruit was fair to look upon 3 and Mo» 
ral Per{waſtons ” the Devil, that there was no dan- 
ger, that it would make them wiſe: the Man eats : 
This 1s moſt clearly a molt free a&; for neither the 
propoſition of the Obje&, nor Perſwaſions , do any 
way derogate from the freedom of the action : 
could in his Counſel have intercepted the Obje&. or 
impeded the Perſwaſton : he doth neither: the (in is 
committed ; and that without the leaſt colour of im- 
putation to the Counſel of God; for the Man's Will 
was not neceſſitated, he ſinned freely. 
3. By withdrawing thoſe efficacious Aids of his 
_ Grace and Diſpenſation, which, eſpecally ſince the 
Fall of Man , are the great impediment to that Ca- 
reer of fin, that Man would run. And this rs no 
violation of Man's Nature or Freedom : for they are 
extrinſecal to his Nature, and therefore not due to 
him; nor is he injured if withdrawn from him, eſpe- 
cially, fince for the moſt part, Man thruſts them wy 
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before they are taken Such are the outward diſpen- 
{ations jy his Providence in Education , AﬀMiction , 

Ir {perity , the Preaching of his Word, Advice of 
Friends, giving external Allays to the humours of the 
Body : Thele and the like, God lends to the Sons of 
Men, and may take them again when he will. And 
as he hath ſuch outward operations, fo without que- 
ſtion, ſuch is the Vicinity of God to our Souls, that 
there ae Secret [Inward Per{waſtons ſent in by the 
Power of God to our Souls, which as they do not 
violate the ]. Is [ty of our Wills, but direct them, 10 
ww arte not Cue to tne Creature acbits jaſtitie, and 

may be withdrawn without injuſtice. 

4. By Ordering it : Thus the Wile God ofcentimes, 
brings Good out! of Evil, by the reſtraining the fin 
go ad hoc, by the Diſpenlation of Iis Providence; as 
a wite Poli Icician/ will order the Ambition, Cruelty, 
Luſt, &«c.” of Men for bringing good to the Common- 
wealth. The Depr avation of Man's Nature is Uni- 
verſal; and like jas the Water would dittule it 1elf 
over the whole Surface in the purſuit of its own mo- 
tion and Naturei, ſo the corrupted Nature of Man 
being now become univerſally evil, would dittuſe 
it (elf in all diforders: but as a wary Artiſt , will 
by external Proviſions, not only contine this natural 
motion of this extravagant Element, to this or that 
courſe, but alſo! make its natural motion ſerviceable 
for artificial ends; {o the Wiſe God doth not only ſer 
Bars and Doors , and faith to this Sea of Milchief, 
Hitherto thalt thqu go, and no farther , and here thall 
thy proud Waves, ſtay ; but alſo ſo manageth the ſame, 
thae. whiles Man | fins, » works his Creator's Will, 
wW hich he knows not: O ([yrian, the rod of muie an- 
ger, &c. howbeit he meaneth not ſo, neither doth his heart 
thick ſo, but it is i” kis heart to deſtroy and cut off nations 
wot 4 few, Iſa. 10. 7, Alinful and uathankful mo de- 
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ſerves 4 punithment : an ambitious and cruel A{hriax 
flies at all opporttnity of Rapine and Spoil : the 
Wiſe God ſhuts him up upon all {(1des, but chat which 
is towards Jſrae/, and there he tinds a paſſage, and 
breaks out , ſatisfies freely his own ambitious ends, 
which only he purſued, yet fulfils the Will of our 
Creator , which he knew not, nor thought of : This 
alſo cometh from the Lord , who is wonaerful in Connſel, 
and excellent 1m working, Thoſe WAaysS of God and the 
manner of his Concurrence in tioſe actions are evi- 
dent in Scripture, Exod, 7. 3. 1 wiil harden Pharaoh's 
heart, &c. Verſe 11. They caſh down their rods, 
and they became Serpents, &&C. and he hardened Pha- 
raoh's he. rt , that he hearkened not unto them, Exod. 8. 
15. When Pharaoh ſaw that there was reſpite, he har- 
dened his heart, and hearkened not unto them, as the 
Lord had ſaid, ibid. Verſe 32. and divers othex, parts 
of the Hitltory. ) The Lord hardened his Heart by 
Permifſtion of the Magicians Miracles , by permit- 
ting objective pre to him the Proht of the 
fews Labours, by Withdrawing that external Con- 
currence and operation of his Grace, which might 
have (oftned it : and Pharach actively hardens his own 
Heart, 2 Sam. 24. 1. J/-ael had offended God, and 
mult be puniſhed ; but there was an Impediment to 
the Execution of this Judgment , David's Integrity, 
who was concerned in the good or evil of his People: 
if God withdraw his aſſiſtance from David, and let 
in Satan to tempt him, David will fin as well as his 
People, and fo both defervedly punithable. Ard he 
moved David to number the people; yet 1 Chron, 21.1. 
And Satan ſtood np againſt I{rael, and provoked David 
to number the people : Here were three Parties : God 
_ moved by permitting Satan ro provoke , by with- 
drawing a powertul Countermotion, by Ordering 
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David's (1n for the means of the puniſhment of 7/-ae!'s 
ſin : Satan provoked, incited, and perſwaded , either 
immediately , or mediately ; for now the Watchman 
is gone, God hath withdrawn his Hand , and Satan 
loſeth not the opportunity : David numbers 3; Dawid's 
Heart was as corrupt and vain-glorious as anothers, 
and as eaſily ſurprized by a Temptation , when the 
Keeper of 1/-ae/ is abſent, and remero impeaimente (1ns 
as freely, and more naturally, as before it walked 
conformable to the Will of his Maker ; this Samp/ſor 
hath loſt his Locks , and he becomes as another Man. 
In the mean time, let us ever admire the Juſtice of 
our Maker, \vho never neceflitates. us to incur a 
Puniſhmenc by neceſſitating our Sin 3 and his Mercy 


in rewarding that Obedience , which he alone per- 
forms in us. Alſo to thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy, 
for thou renaereſt to every Man according to his Works, 


Palm 62. 12. 
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Of the Execution of 'the Eternal C ounſel of God, 
in his Works of Creation and Providence. 


T O W we come to conſider the Execation of that 
Counſel in thoſe two greater tranſtent Acts, 
viz, Creation and Providence: = «aw Oo, 
1. Touching the Creation. This we conſider in ge- 
neral, and particularly as concerning Man : ln general, 
we reſolve the work of Creation into three parts. 1 ..,_ 
i. The original produttion of all things ont of - ncthing, 
This is ſimply Creation. Ger. 1. 1. , In the beginning God 
created the Heaven, and the Earth. (God yy :) This 1s 
eſſe ad eſſe 5 


the greateſt conceptible motion, viz. 4 mon. 
and though it be an act of Faich to believe it, becauſe 
related, Heb. 11. 3. yet it is a concluſioh of Reaſon;to 
know it, as it appears by what hath been before obſer 
ved concerning the impoſſibility to have; any eterna 
ſubſiſtence but one : And thy; t uth, though it be dedu» 
cible by neceſſity of Reaſon, if a God be once admut- 
ted, yer {0 infinite is the diſtance between. Nothing 
and a Being, that divers of ef nic Pricipe cauſe 
w 


1enorant of it; the ignorante of which Hind le cab 
P ties, p: Kh ich 
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ſucceſſion of Being, for it is the meaſure of a ſuc: 
ceſſive Being z and therefore the beginning of created - 
Beings, mult needs be the beginning of Time, and - 
Creation was the! beginning of created Beings. ( The 
Heavens and the Earth : ) The incCigeſted matcer of the 
Heavens and the Earth. 

2. The ditiding and ordering of this aſs ;, calling out 
the particular Subſittences, and furniſhing of them with 
forms and qualities. This was ſubſequent to the crea- 
tion of the Matter : and we tind the Manner of this 
production in two Expreſſions : 

I. The motion of the Spirit of God upon the face 
of the Waters; Verf. 2. containing an act of the Di- 
vine Power, whereby he fitted every thing to be ready 
for his c2ll : for though by the ſame inſtantaneous act, 
the Divine Power could m the firſt inſtance of Creation 
have put things in their ſeveral Beings, yer it was his 
Will to work fucceflively , firſt creating the Matter, 
then breathing upon it, and fitting this confuſed ſub- 
mY apticude for the things to be chereonrt pro- 

u . | — 

2. The Word of Command : Let there be Light, &c. 
in the leveral works of the fix days. And here we 
may obſerve the admirable Wiſdom of God, as in 
divers particulirs, &r. fo eſpecially in theſe : 1. In 
the Order of the creating particular Creatures , pro- 
- ceeding 1. to the fmithing of Funcamencals , then to 
Super 10ns , thongh of more curioſity and perfe- 
Mon, yet more| dependant upon thoſe of the firſt 
creation : 2. in the Fariety of the Crearntes , and ac- 
comopeang them with Qualities, and Conveniences 
ſuicable ro their Kinds , whereby one doth not deſire 
to encroach upon/the Conveniences of the orher's Sub- 
ſiſtence : For an Inſtance, the Beaſts, Fiſhes, Fowl, 
endued with Appetites ſuicable to their Being , yet 
the feveral Kinds affeting feveral Nouriſhments, a 
| VETA 
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veral places of Reſidence, &c, Herbs, of - contrary 
qualities, draw ing feveral, Nowifhments of. ſeveral 
Natures , even from the fame Clod of Earth, 

3. In the Pofirics and Sitwation 'of cteated wet 
buth for Beauty, and Canvenience ,. fo cliat the Wir 
of the moſt envious Athelt, ;cannot umaging, how the 
Elements , the Heavens, the ſeveral Creatures could 
be more beautifully, or uſefully placed: every thing 
ſerves to accommodate-and fit the other, and ſpeaks 
the Wiſdom and Goodnels of. the Creator : the Polt- 
tion of the Earth, the Water, the Air, with exqui- 
ſite Convenience, that they rnay meet; for the con- 
ſticution of mixt, and 'the ſubliſtence' of: animace 
Creatures : The Earth and other Bodies have depen- 
dance upon the power and influence: of the $un and 
Heavens 3 each is fitted with a Figure:,. 4nd-the Hea- 
,vens with a Motion, that may wich: ddmirable{ con- 
yenience difpenſe. thac Influence : the':vatiety .of Sea- 
ſons , depending upon the ecliptical; motion of the 
Sun, giving variety to the Creature, and .in:crmiffions 
to the Earth , whereby the may. recover ſtrength in 
the Winter, for the ſupply of the Summer : The very 
imprefect Creatures, the Rain, the Winds, Snqw, &c. 
of admirable uſe for the Earth, Air, and Water: The 
Eiements ſo placed and ordered , that 'whiles their 
contrary motjons and qualities of Rarety and Denlity, 
preſerve the extremity of their contrary active ma 4 
ties from meeting ,. yet their: Vicinity is ſuch, that one 
allays the violence of the other, and fo are ina fit po- 
{ition and temper for production of mixt Bodies. .. 

3. The planting in every thing # ratical Abtivity and 
Canſality, by which it moves. This is by Virtue of 
that Word of the Power of God: the very Mulcipli- 
cation of the Creature, Ger, 1. 22. The watming of 
our Garments by the Sourh Wind, feb 27. 17. The 

that comes Ms 32 Bread , Dow. $. 3- 

pt | 5 
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Is due to this Word of Command and Benediction, thax 
the Lord at firſt ſpoke to the Creature. 

Now concerning the'particular Creation of an; ' 
not to enter into che conſideration of the manner of 
his Creation, his Eſſentials; the Body, the Soul, or 
the nature of either ; but we ſhall enquire, What is 
meant ty'the Likeneſs or Image of God ? There was 
d ewofold Image of God: | 

I, Eſſential, ve. A participation in his very Eflence, 
of a Conformity to the Divine Nartre , which con- 
liſted in three particulars: | 

1. That he had an Immortal - Soul : this is that 
which, 7i/dom 2. 23. is called the Image of his Eter- 
mty: | | 
2. That he was an Intellectual Being : 

3. Thar he was a Free Agent. 

Theſe, being eflential ro Man , were not loſt by 
him : and for this reaſon, God required the ſame (e- 
verity againſt Murder , as if Man had never fallen, 
Gen. 9, 6, For in the Image of God maar he Man, 

2. An Accidemal Image, which conſiſted in an ad- 
ventitious Perfe&tion, which God added to Man. 

1. Dominion, Ge». 1. 26. And let them have Dom- 
min, RC. So God created Man in his own Image, The Do- 
minion, which he gave to him, made him reſemble 
God : and hence it is, that thoſe that have power of 
Command, are called Gods, Exod. 4. 17. And thou 
ſhalt be to him inflead of God, Pſal. 82. 6. I have ſaid 
e are gods, Vid.1Gen, 9. 2. This Dominion confiſted not 
only in his Power to inforce his Commands by the 
advantages of Wir and Strength above other Creatures, 
bur likewiſe in a Subjection in the Creatures to his. 
Dominion. | 

2. An incorruptible Union between the Body and 
the Soul, Gen. 2.17. The day that thou eateſt thereef, thou 
ſhe! ſurely die, Hence Rem. 5, the Apoſtle concludes 


% 


Cnapr. IN. ant of ourSelves. © 149 


- Death the fruit of Sin. This might have been either 

by reaſon of the excellence ofhis natural Conſticutis 
on; or by ſupplying it with ſpecial Aſſiſtance, by 
which means , the Lives-of the -Fathers before the 
Flood, had fo long a duration or by aſſuming of him 
into Heaven, without any diflolution of Soul and 
Body, as was Emch, Gen. 5. 24. | 

3. A filling of the Intellectual Faculty with the 
Light and Knowledge af all things , eſpecially. of his 
Maker. And hereig conhſted his high egree of Hap- 
pineſs.. But as the Objeq, or-the Union of the Obj 
co the Faculty, 1s not of te ERAKe of that Intellectual 
Nature, wherein that Faculty reſides, but may be 5 | 


moved withaur any eſſential change ,.\fo was this : 
that herein conliſted the, Ine of God , appers by 
Coleſ, 3, 10. The Renovation'by Chriſt, which'is re> 
newed in 1k ea after the, Image of bim that created him. - 
4. Holineſs, or Conformity .of the Will to the 
Will of God. This appears likewiſe by the ſtare of 
Renovation, Epeſ. 4. 24. Put 'on the 'New Man, which 
' after God is created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs 3 
which, as it preſuppoſeth a true Khowledge of the Will 
of God, fo it was a free choice of Obedience to ir. 
This was not eſſential to the Will, becauſe the Will 
was eflentially Free y but had been nec eo the 


Will, in caſe the Underſtanding had not been abuſed. 
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Of the Providence of Gad in ſpecial , concerning 
Man, in order to his ſupream End. 


TT HUS much ſhortly touching the Creation , and 
Man's Conftication 1n it 5 the ſecond part of the 
Diſpenſation of 'this Counſel , is God's Providence 
and herein we hall paſs over that part , which is the 
General Providence of God, and (conifer : of that 
Special Providence or Pitpenfatibn of Divine 'Gonn- 
RA. which concerneth fax, and that not meerly as 
a Creature, but in order to his everlaſting End, We 
ſhall confider therefore the courſe of this Providence of 
God, in order tothe Eretnal End of Man, under thoſe 
three Conditzons, or Times, wherein we find Man ; 


Before the Fall - 
Aſter the Fally . 
In Chriſt, 


Concerning the eſtate of Man before the Fa#, or fin 
of Adam; we have already examined certain Gene- 
rals , that are conducible to this point, viz. 

1, That God did appoint Man to ſome End, or 
Good , anſwerable to the conſtitution and value of his 
Nature and this is his Happineſs, 

\ 2, Thar this Good mult therefore be an Infinite, Im- 
mortal, Intelligible Good; otherwiſe it could not be 
anſwerable eo the Nature of Man. 

3- Thar there is not, nor can be, any ſuch Good 


but only God. | - 
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4. That the Actual Enjoyment.of this Good is by 
the Lin of the Squl to God, and the Communion 
of God to the Yaul. 

5. That the only Means of attaining this Union and 
Communion muſt needs be ſuch, and ſuch only, as the 
Will af God pleaſeth to appoint. 

We ſhall now deſcend co thefe two particylar *- 
quires, VIZ. 

1. Whar was that great End or Happineſs, which 
you did, or might enjoy in his created condi ti 2 

Fo rt was the Means, whereby to attain and 
keep l ar Hp nels? 

Fo het aw che former, viz. What was fan's 
Nantes 7 in big Creation ? we ſhall conic os hin in thole 
chree Tas of Living which he had: 

7. AS 2 Fegereble Creature; an exat Conſtitution 
and teryper of Body p wg Go re pray cor- 
ruptible, yet by the interp Divine Pow 
© corry Bon: Ws things that were for 
ſyſtentation, the Air, the Water, the Fryjcs 
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tions of the Faculffes of the Soul ; and a perfect and 
juſt Union of the Body and Soul, whereby che Sou] 
might c:early and pertectlyexcrcile all her Faculties. 

3. Which is the height of all the reſt, fitting of 
thoſe Faculties |with the. 'moſt perfe& and {uirable 
(tbject, even God himſelf: for all Faculties or Powers 
receive their perfection by their Objects : to have an 
Llnderſtanding as comprehenſive as Heaven, to have 
a3 Will of as vaſt Defires as infinicude it ſelf, and not 
to have an Object ſuitable to either , were a greater 
Unhappineſs than to want the Faculties. In .the 
Creation therefore, God filled the Underſtanding with 
the tight and knowledge of Himſelf,. of bis. Majeſty 
Glory, Bounty ,] Goodneſs; with the knowledge of 
his Will and Mind concerning Man; with the know- 
ledge of his Works, and of his Workings. This 
could not chuſe but work in the Mind of Man an- 
{werable returns; co the nature of this Objeft. 

He 1s. fully conceived to.be the higheſt and moſt 
ſupream Good , |and therefore muſt needs take up the 
higheſt and choiceſt Deſires. to attain and keep him : 
God is pleaſed to communicate himſelf to theſe De- 
fires, his acceptation of them, and intimate Expreſ- 
ſians of Love to his Creature 3 This as it is the higheſt 
Happineſs, and the Reſt of the Creature, fo it can- 
not chuſe but ingage. the Soul to return Love and 
Obedience to the Will of his God, eſpecially when 
all thoſe Engagements to Obedience are likewiſe pre- 
ſented to'the Soul, chat it owes its ng © him, thac 
his will is moſt righteous and fir to be obeyed, And 
this Qbedience ariſing from. theſe Principles of Love 
to God, as it was without all Hypocriſie, ſo it was 
without all pain ahd tediouſneſs ; for it did ariſe from 
an inward and active Principle , and was ated by moſt 
bbedient and ative Faculties: Man togk no 1:15 de- 
light in his Obedience, which was the fruit To | 
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Love and Duty to his Maker, than he did in the 
knowledge of the Beauty and Goodneſs of his Maker, ' 
which was the cauſe of that Love and Duty. And 
as the actings of the; natural Appetite upon a proper 
and ſeaſonable Obje&t,, when they exceed not.cheir 
proportion, are delightful; ſo:the; aings of the. ra- 
tional Appetite:, conliſting,in Love and Obedience to 
God, wherein they could not exceed their jult pro- 
portion, ere the delight of the Soul: his Hojiaels, 
conſiſting in the rerurns to his Maker of Love aud 
Obedience, and the Goodnels. of his God , in, com- 
municating himſelf and his favour, exciting and ac- 
cepting. thoſe returns, did both conduce to the fultil- 
ling of his Blefſedngſs. All this, as it was derived 
from the Bleſſing of God, 1 Ger, 28. ſo it ended in 
the Perfection of the. Creature : And God ſaw at that 
he had made, and behold it was very Gocd. Ib. Ver. 3t. 
....2; The Means whereby he attained ,' or rather pre- 
ſerved, this itate .of Happineſs, which was in effect 
congenite with, ( though not eflential to.) his Beiag, 
This was aoly Obedience to the Will of his Maker. In 
all inferiour Creatures, we ſee a kind of inciination 
or.inſtia&t to follow the Rule of their Natwe : This 
conducts them to that degree of Felicity and Beauty, 
which.is commenſurate to their Nature ; herein, though 
they follow the Wall of their Creator,” in the Law of 
their Creation, it is not ppoperly Obedience , nor that 
inſtinct properly 4 Law: the latter 1s, only g:yen, and 
.the former only performed, by ſuch a C:cature as hath 
Liberty. and Ones. and conſequentiy, rnowledge 


' 


and Underſtanding , wichourt which 1: is unpoſſible £6 


have. che other.. . Man alone of all vitibic Cicarures, 
is.endued with both. and fo fitted, rp receive a Law 


_ and..cq obey Sens thus fied, 3 e bach.a double 


Obedience, viz. of Duty 2nd 5f Protie: 
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and that Being furniſhed with Happineſs : .This is ap 
infinite and boundleſs engagement of Duty, even to 
che uvemolt of his Being. 2. Of Profit or Advantage: 
this ſtock of Happineſs, that was but now freely con- 
ferred upon him, is put into his hands under this Con- 
dition , if he break hs Condition, he forfeirs, and that 
moſt juſtly , his Happineſs. But yet if this Law were 
beyond the _—y of his Nature, then there niighr 
be (ome excule of his Diſobedience : Bur as this Hap- 
pineſs was fully commenſurate to his Nature , ſo was 
this Law, which was the ſubje& of his Obedience. We 
ſhall therefore conſider theſe three rhings : 


1. What was the Law of Man's Creation ? , 
z. Whence the Obligation of 508 
3. What the SanRtion or Penalty ? 


1. What the Lew was? Obedience was the Duty 
of Man to the Will of his Creator: the Law was the 
Specification of that Will, in this or that particular 

mmand, or Prohibition : The Laws that God gaye 
ro Man therefore were of two kinds : 

1. Such as did bear a kind of proportion or con- 
venience to the Natyre of Man : ſuch are all thoſe 
moral Di&ates , which we call Laws of Nature, as 
keeping of Faith, worſhipping God; and moſt, if - 
. not all thoſe Precepts in the Decal 


C3 are ; X- 
preſfons of theſe Laws. Theſe, though they haye 
no Obligation, but by the Command of God, yet 
chey have a kind of Congruity with the very Nature 


they have their original Jaſtice of 


2. Suchas | 


Obligation upon pe Om as the former bath, 
ours ſubordination of the rat ional Creature to the 
Will of God, yet i» hee individve, there got No Pen 
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char Congruity of Nature of Man with this 
mand: ſuch was the Comtnand of forbearing che x0 
bidden Fruit ; and anſwerable ro this, in all I ves, God 
hach been pleaſed ro give Corn if theſe rwo 
ſeveral kinds, Gen, 9. 14 At th he ſame time ( 
forbids Murder, which holds Congruity” with. 
mane Natures and eating of Blood , which dath beg 
appear to hold ſuch Congruity,, Ger. 17, 2. tO Abrahow, 
Walk before me, and be perfett, whicll Is a Rule of 
natural Juſtice; and.a CComman ws ircumciſion, the 
reaſon whereof doth not ſo une y appear ;, L 
the 7 fews, not uy, the Moral Y, Pp divers 
monial Rites, which have no ſuc ſly conſe 
mity to pay Brg The reaſ9n of Frag and 
rſt Man's Obedience was tried upon this Sw 
was becauſe that in the Obedience 0 ſuch a Come 
mand , is given the cleareſt and moſt free Ohedience 
0 God ; for we hereby acknowledge his Freedom 
to command what he pieaſeth , and our juſt Qbliga- 
tioa to obey what he commands , meerly becauſe he 
commands. 
Now becauſe it js inpoſiole, that any Law .caq 
bind , unleſs ic hath ſome Promalgatian or diſcovery 
from him chat gives it, or ſomewhar equivalent untg 
it, we are toconlider, How theſe Laws came td be 
publiſhed? As for the us it js moſt certain and 
from God: And 


clear, that it was þy. tion 
the Lord God on : Y Whether this 
was by an audjble \ oi 9s by anwmnmediate infult- 


on of the know of 5, ine @ it will not 
be -equtiew Ma nh on It Brun in z 
mach as the SHO Precept doth ngt ariſe 
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of God, yet they did hold a kind of intrinſecal pro- 
portion and conformity to the very Nature of Men. 
And hence it is, that though by the Fall, a general 
deficiency was in Man, yet the tracks and foor-ſteps 
of thoſe Laws remain in his very conſtitution. Though 
this cannot, be the cauſe of their Obligation, yet que- - 
ſtionleſs, this was part of the means of their Publica- 
tion to Man, Rom.' 2. 14. The Gentiles not haviyg the 
Law, do by nature the things contained in the Lax, And 
although much were due to Education, and Tradition, 
and the courſe of God's Providence in propagating the 
Knowledge of the Moral Law, yer ſuch a conveni- 
ence it hath with| the nature and nſe of Men, that 
When they once come to an actual exerciſe of righe 
Reaſon, they have in all ſucceſſions of times and pla» 
ces taken up thoſe Laws of Nature, which we call the 


. 


Moral Law, or the moſt parts of them. 
2. Touching the- Obligation of theſe Laws, it was 
twofold : 1. From the Injuntion and Command of God, 
who had an Univerſal, Infimite, and Unlimited Power 
over his Creature, and might moſt juſtly require his 
Obedience. And into this Power of God, together 
wich his actual Command or Prohibition, is all the 
Obligation of all Laws, whether Natural or Poſitive, 
and of all inferiour Laws, Compacts, or Agreements, 
to be reſolved. Ard without the due conſideration 
of this, Mankind is looſe. Though the natural Con- 
puity of the Motal Law'to the Nature of Man might 
the means of its Publication, it is the Cormmmand 
of God, that is, and ever was , the cauſe of irs Obli- 
gation. . oo 
2. From the 17 Nv and Stipulation ef Man, God 
at into Man's hands a ſtock both of Blefledneſs and 
ibertyz and though he jan. jÞ have commanded 'his 
Creature, and it had bound eternally, yet, to add 
the greater engagement upon him , he enters into 
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tract with him, concerning his Obedience. Hence it 
is called the Covenant of Works. And in all enſu- 
ing times, when it pleaſed God to reinforce the Law 
of Nature or Obedience, he doth it by way of Com- 
pact or Covenaut, as well as Command; to add ano- 
ther Obligation as well of Contract as Duty. And 
from this grew the Univerſality of the Guilt that was 
contracted by Difobedience : Adam covenanted for 
him and his Pofterity, Rem. 5.19. As the Obedience 
of Chriſt is «tie&ual for his Seed, by way of Con- 
tract and Stipulation with God the Father; fo was the 
Diſobedience of Adam binding upon his Seed, partly 
by reaſon of his Contract and Stipulation 3 and ſo they 
are made there parallel. Sed de hoc infra, 


3. The Sar#ion of the Law given to Adam, The 


Violation of any Law given by him, that hath Power, 
contracts Guile, that is, Obligation to Punifhmenc : 
the meaſureof this Puniſhment 1s that Sanion, which 
God did put upon the Violation of this Law, Gev. 2. 
I7. In the day thou eateſt , thou ſhalt ſurely die: Herein 
are for Particalars ; 1, The Offence, eating the for- 
bidden Fruitz 2. The Puniſhment, Deathz 3. The 
Time of the inflicting of it, in the day, 4. The Ex- 
tent of it, thou ſhalt die, &c. 

Touching the firſt: The thing ſpecially prohibited, 
was eating the forbidden Fruit; but that which was 
in the Mind of God to enjoyn, was Obedience to his 
Command : and although this particular was by God 
made the Experiment of Man's Obedience , yet que- 
ſtionleſs , the ſame Injunction, and under the ſame 
Penalty , was given to Men, touching thoſe other Mo- 
ral Diaates, which were received, Exod. 20. which , 
loſt not their Obligation by the Fall of Man, no more 
than if he had continued in his Integrity , Ger. 4. 7. 
If thou deſt not well, Sin lieth at the door: and Verſe 14, 
Cai» acknowledgeth Death to be the conſequent Zea 


t53 Of the Knowledge of God, PART II, 
chart Guilt, which! he contracted by his Murder, Every 
one that findeth me ſhall ſlay me: The like of Lamech, 
Verſe 23. For the Formality of any Sin, as hath 
been before obſerved, conliſteth m the diſobedience 
of the Will to che Command of God : By one Many 
diſobedievmre fin entred into the World, And as the objeR 
of Mans obedience was | whatſoever God had in- 
joyned, ſo the diſobedience ro any one Command 
ad contracted the like Guilt, and wete under the 
like Penalty as this, though this being purely a poſitive 
Command,wherein only the Obedience orDiſobedience 
of Man could be feen, was that which is here men- 
tioned, becauſe that wherein he offended. 

2. Thos ſhalt die'; God made wot Death, faith the wile 
Man, 7/4. 1. 14. but, Death entred into the world by ſin, 
Rom. 5. 12. It imports three things : X 
t. A loſs or looſning of that ſtritneſs of Union which 


was between the Body and Soul, or remporal immor- . 


ceality. This is the Argument that the Apoltle makes, 
that from the time of Adam's tranſgreſlon till 4foſes, {m 
 Fasinthe World, becauſe Death rezgned all that while: 
and in the place before mentioned, till {tn the King- 
dom of Death was not upon the Earth : This im- 
mortality was not eflential to the Nature of man, but 
was freely ſuper-added to it by the Divine Will upon 
thoſe terms of Obedience; and he rhat gave it mighr 
with all imaginable Juſtice give it upon what terms he 
pleaſeth; and he |doth it upon terms of Obedience z 
Obedience to himſelf, which but even now gave Man 
his Being, and might juſtly exa&t the utmoſt of his 
Being 3 Obedience ro a Law moſt poſhble, eaſte, and 
FAIR tothe Powers and Aids given to manz Obe- 

ience ingaged by | a world of Blefledneſs attending it, 
and an inevnable loſs enfuing the breach of it : This 


was his Vegetable lols = 
z. A 
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2. A loſs of that Happine6, which accompanied 
this immortal Being, in reſpe& of his Senſes, viz. an 
uninterrupted ſtream of Pleafure and Contentment, 
2nd inſtead thereof Shame, Gen. 3.7. Pain, and Sla- 
very, Verſe 26. Sorrow, Yerſe 17. anxious and painful 
Labour, Yerſe 19. a Curſe upon the Earth, Perſe 17. 
A loſs of Eden, Verſe 23. | 
3. The withdrawing and ſtopping of that ſtream of 
Light and Love, that paſſed berween God and the Soul 
of man ; which filled his reaſonable faculties brimful 
of Happineſs and Contentment z and inſtead there- 
of, in the underſtanding, darkneſs, diſtrattedneſs, a con- 
tinued motion to know, and yet for want of Lighr not 
knowing what to purſue, and therefore parſuing crifles 
and follies : In the Will, loſs of the Good that ic before 
injoyed, yet a c:aving Apperite after ſomewhat, but 
it knows no: what; and to fatisfie this anſariable de- 
ſire take* j11 wharfoever the Suggeſtions of the World 
Fleth a11d the Devil offers, fills1t ſelf with Vanity, and 
then with \ exation : In the Aﬀections, eſpecially our 
Love, ir hath loft what did take up the whole Vigour 
and Comprel:enfion of it, and what it loved it injoyed; 
but now raves arid boils like the Sea after Follies and 
ow, 9 and unſatisfying purſuits : The Conſcience, 
char Chamber of the Soul, wherein the' beams of the 
Light and Favour of the Creator, and of the Love 
and Duty of the Creature, met as it were in the point 
Or angle of refleftion , and carried thoſe comfortable 
Meflapges of Sincerity and Obedience of the Soul to 
God, and delight and acceptance from God, to the Sou), 
5s now become the Chamber of Death, and, like rhe 
Spleen to the Body, the receptacle of the pnns 
of 


he 
and fad Convidtions of a gailty and uhgrarefal Sou 
and of an injured and revenging Ga and pre-: 
henfions of farther Miſety : But if, in the midſt 
Millions of Miſeries, he could fee his Creator way > 
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him to dependance and recumbance upon him , the 
Miſeries were nothing, they are born by his itrength 
upon whom he leans : But when the Lord of Heaven 
ſhall give him a trembling Heart, and ah Eyes, 
and Sorrow of mind, as in that moſt lively Expreſſion 
he threatens the Jews,. Dewr. 28, 65, 66, &c. and when 
he comes to his Creator, the laſt and ſupreme refuge 


of Man, God himſelf (hall write bitter things againſt / 


him, and eternally reje& him. Here is the Death of 
Deaths : This, and much more than this, is included 
in that San&ion, Thos ſhalt ſurely die. And this appears 
to be a moſt juſt and righteous Sanction. 

3. Thou : But we are taught, Roms. 5. 12. By one Man 
fin entred into the World, and Death by ſin, ſo Death paſſed 
__ all Aen, for that all have finned ; Here 1t 15 1nqu6- 
rable, | 

1. Whether the Gzilt of Adam's {in did extend farther 
than Adam's Perſon ? and by what means or Rule of 
Juſtice that came' to pals ? 

We muſt conclude i» Adam al! Srred, Rom. ys. 19. 
By one Mans diſobedience many were made Sinners 3 and as 
Sin paſſed over all, ſo Death paſſed over all. And this 
the Apoſtle uſeth as the Argument of the Univerſality 
of {in, in the ſame place; and, 1 Cor. 15. 22, For as is 
Adam all died, ſo in Chriſt all ſhall be made alive, The {in 
of Adam was the ſin of his Poſterity by a double 
Means : | | 

1, For that he contrated with God for him and 


y 
f 
: 


his Poſterity ; and as in Nature including, fo in Law 


rſonating them all. And in this reſpe&t, Rom. 5. 14. 

is ſtiled the Figare of him that was to come ; As Chrilt 
contracted for lus Seed by Faith, fo Adam contracted 
for his Seed by Nature. Ir is true, regularly the per- 
ſonal fin of the Father, or of any Perſon, is not char- 
ged upon his Poſterity : Exch, 18, 20. The Sonl that fin- 
xeth it ſhall die 5 the Son ſhall not bear the iniquity of the 


Father, © 


ws vs 1 wm Ok 
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Father z conform to that Law of God, Dexr. 24. 16: 
The Children ſhall not be put to Death for the Father : But 
yet by way of Covenant or Contract, the Child, as 
it may be intereſled in the benefit of Obedience, may 
contractively be ſharer. in the Guilt and Puniſhment of 
che Father's diſobedience. 

2. For that by this his offence he contrated a Loſs 
of that natural Diſorder and Deformity, which he pro- 
pagated to his Poſterity 3 and the Conſtitution of 4- 
4am's poſterity after his fall, was of the very ſame Di- 
ſtemper and Corruption. that Adam himſelf had con- 
tracted by his Fall. And herein the Caſe of Aden diffet- 
ed from all Mankind beſides : The beſt of men born 
of Adam hath the very ſame natural obliquity that the 
worſt of Adam's Children kath, and if he' traduce his 
Nature to his Child, he traduceth as good as he hath 
or ever had : But that Nature, which Adm had, an 
was traducible to his Poſterity before his fall, though 
the ſame eſſentially which ic was after is ſpecie rarro- 
»ali, yet by the Will and Diſpenſation of God had 
been accompanied with thoſe Qualifications, that had 
put them in the ſame Degree of Bleſledneſs and Pow- 
er of conſerving it, that Adam had : So then the Sin 
of Adam ingaged his Poſterity in the Guilt : 1. By his 
perſonating of them; 2. By his craducing Corrupti- 
on to them z hence Ger. 6. 5. every imagination of the 
Heart of Man was only evil continually. | 

And as we by this-ſee how Adam: (in was the fin of his 
Poſterity, ſo upon the ſame ground we ſee the Juſtice of 
craducing the Puniſhment co his Poſtericy; By the Law 
of Nature and Reaſon, the power of the Father over 
his Child, eſpecially unborn, is the moſt abſolute and 
natural power under God in the World; fo that even 
by the Univerſal Rule, among men eſpecially, where 
another Government is not ſub-induced, he had the 
power over his Life, his LON and INS : 


k 
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Man contracts for him and his Poſterity in apart of 
loſs and benefit ; his Poſterity had a ſhare in the 
latter in caſe of Mans Obedience, and it is reaſon he 
ſhoald bear a part. in the former in Caſe of Diſobedi- 
ence: the {im of |a publick Perſon draws a Puniſhment 
upon thoſe whom he repreſents politically, as David's 
{1n in numbring the people.; much more when to the 
political Repreſentation is added a natural incluſton : 
And thus he vitits the iniquity of the Fathers upon the 


the Children, viz. -when the Father contracts for him 


and his Children in a Covenant of benefit and loſs; as 
he thews Mercy unto thouſands in them that love him; 
the Children of| Abraham, notwithſtanding their own 
perſonal Sins, had the benefit of that Promiſe, which 


was made to Abraham, becauſe by way of Covenant, 


Gen, 17.2, | | 

Further the ingagement of the Creator to his Crea- 
ture could not | be farther than he himſelf pleaſed ; 
neither could Man, or his Poſterity, challenge a- 
ny farther degree or perfection of Being, than God 


gave, and upon thole terms only, upon which he gave 


it: If he had reſumed it of his own Will from-Man, 
or his Poſterity, [after a day or a month, Man had had 
that for which to be chankful in the enjoyment, not to 
murmur in the loſs : Bur it was not fo here, the ſtock 
of Bleſlednefs for Man and his Poſterity is put into the 
hands of the Father, while he had his Poſterity witl- 
in himſelf; and not only-fſo , but pur into his hands 
with a power to keep it for him and his Polſterity ; the 


Father proves prodigal, and ſpends his ſtock, and if 


the Child was ſo, he hath none to blame but 
the immediate Author of his Being : This is enough 
moſt clearly to intereſt the Poſterity of Aaam, at leait 
in the Puniſhment of Loſs of Happineſs and Immor- 
tality, and thoſe outward Curſes, which followed up- 
on Adam's Nature, and the Creatures, by Adam's a 

| | 4. Ine 
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4. The time, 1» the day thou eateſt, And this was put 
in Execution the ſame day, as well as Sentenced : the 
ſame day Shame, and Guilc, and Fear fell upon him, 
Gen. 3.10. 1 heard thy Voice and was afraid berauſe I was 
»aked: The ſame day ſhut out from the Viſton of God, 
ind the place of his Happineſs; Fer/e 24: the fame 
day ſet to his work, to Till a curſed Ground, with La- 
| bour and Sorrow, Fer/e 2 3. | | 
So now we have ſeen Man what he was, and what 
he loſt: Thenext thing conſiderable is, How it could 
come to paſs, that Man, having fuch a portion of Pet- 
fetion, both in his Faculties and Frwtions, could be 
drawn to commit this Sin upon terms of fo great and 
viſible diſadvantage to himſelf and his Poſterity : Nes 
gatively ve ſay it was not any inherent Corruption of 
Malignancy in the Nature of Man, or any defect of 
what was neceſſary to his perſeverance in his Original 
righteouſneſs;for he was very created good:Neither way 
it any Predetermination that did necetiitate him to fall z 
for God, as he gave him a Power to obey his Will, 
and a Law wherein to exerciſe that power, did leave 
him in the hands of his own Will : As to ſuppoſe hinx 
neceſſitared to obey what God commanded could not 
ſtand with Mans Liberty, nor with the true Nature of 
Obedience, which doth neceflarily ſuppoſe an intrin- 
ſecal power not to obey 3 ſo to ſuppoſe him conſtrain- 
ed to ciſobey ; could neither conli(t with that Liberty, 
nor the Purity or Juſtice of God { God did foreſee 
the fall of Man in the Counſel of his Preſcience, but 
didnot fore-appoint it inthe Counſel of his Predetermi- 
nation : The rule of Nature is, That wharſoever is; 
while it is, is neceſſarily : The offence of Man, though 
it proceeded from his Liberty, yet when it . was, it 
was neceſſarily : And becauſe all things, before they 
are, are preſent with God as if they were, and in4he 
ſame degree as if they mo therefore it was in the 
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ſame degree of Fore-knowledee, as if it had been ne- 


ceſlary; and conſequently the ſuperſtruction of all that 


Counſel of God concerning Man after his Fall , was 
not taken up pro re nata, but was as ancient and as 
firm, as Eternity it (elf : We find the Fall of Man at- 
tributed to theſe Cas/es ariling from thele three, 1. The 
Devil. 2. Man. 3. God. — 

1. In the Pevil: a lapſed Angel, and in reſpect of 
the Excellency 'of his Knowledge and ſpiritual Being, 
had an advantage, and could out-a&t the Reaſon of 
Man, whoſe Soul as organically ; and therefore 
though Man were created in the higheſt Perfection in- 
cident to his Nature, yet he might be over-matchd 
with the power and ſubtilty of that Evil Angel. He 
fitted his Temptation to that which was moſt deſirable, 
viz. Knowledge : and this Temptation took the greats 
er impreſſion, becauſe in the Command , as hath been 
obſerved, there was nothing but a pure Experiment 
of Man's Obedience, and no rational incongruity of 
the eating of this Fruit more than another : the ſtrange- 
neſs of the Command , and the ſeverity of the Penal- 
ty made the ſuggeſted adyantage, that might come by 
this , the more credible : had he gone about to tempt 
Man to Blaſphemy , to murder his Wife, or any other 
Sin , ( the breach whereof had been equally penal to 
this) the incongruity of ſuch Acts te that natural Law, 
which was connatural to him , had made the Tempta- 
tion fruitleſs : but that envious Spirit did well know, 
that the Obligation of every Law was under the ſame 
Penalty 3 that this Law , concerning the forbidden 
Fruit, was moſt obnoxious to his Temptation; that the 
the deſire of Knowledge was the moſt prevalent In- 
clination in Man; and ſo fits his Temptation exactly, 
viz. That this command could have no other End 
or Reaſon, than to fence Man from ſuch an Advan- 
tage, as might make him yer more like his MAKE: 

| | Ee 
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Te ſhall be as gods, knowing Good and Evil, And the 
very ſame way he took with che Second Adam: his 
firſt Temptation was in ſuch a thing, that a Man 
would wonder where the Fault (hould be; he was 
hungry, and in a Wilderneſs, without Breadz Na- 
cure could not ſubſiſt, and Bread could not be had 
there, unleſs it were made; yet our Saviour, being 
better acquainted with the drift of his Temptation, than 
' was Eve, rejected this as a Temptation to a diſtruſt 
of the Providence of his Father. 

2. In Man. 

1. The finitude of his Underſtanding : Though he 
was cteated perfect, yet he was created finite : It could 
not match the Sophiſtry of an Angel. Hence this ſin 
of Adam, is called Beguiling and Deceiving : The Ser- 
pent bepuiled me. | 

2, The Liberty of his Will, which, though he 
was created Innocent , had nevertheleſs a Power to 
offend : 

3. The prevalence of his Senſual Appetite. But 
this came not in, till the field was almoſt loſt: the 
| Temptation won upon the Us Zer{taziding and Will 
| before the ſubſidiary aid of the Senſual Appetite did 
or could come in : Gue Beavry of the Fruit, and its 
Goodneſs for Foou, was evident to Man before; bur 
' it durſt not affail the Command of God, till the 

Underſtanding was deluded with an expectation of 
Wiſdom. 

3. 1n God: There was nothing poſitive, but only put- 
ting of him wholly in his own Power. Doubrleſs he 
was not ignorant of the deſign of the Serpent, and 
conld have as effectually ſupplanted his endeavour by 
his ſpecial Affiſtance , or by an Angel as effectually 
have guarded Man from that Tree, as he did that 
other Tree of Life afterwards from Man'z but he had 
made Man perfe&, he hath given him a Command 

M 3 _ under 


; ns 


166. Of the Knonledge of God, Pet Il 


under a ſevere Penalty ,, and hath given him Power to 
obey itz if he will beheve his Creator , and truſt in 
him, he is ſafe; if he will not, he may chuſe , bur is 
loſt. See the/Congruity and difference in the Temptz- 
tion of the firſt and ſecond Adam : botn nouh-ey by 
the Devil, that in a Paradiſe, this in a Deſart; that 
in his Abundance, tempted -with Superfluity 3 this in 
Want, tempted with Neceſſity 3 both had abſolute 
Freedom of Will, and- both left to the ſtrength of 
their own Power, for the Angels came not to mim- 
ſer to Chriſt, till the Devil had left him: but the lat- 
ter Adam in his Temptation will not ſtir a grain from. 
the Command, the ſcriprum e/# of God, and the Deyi] 
leaves him ; the former lecs go his ſtrength , the Com- 
mand of his Creator, the Lock of his ſtrength , and is 
| taken and overcome. 

And thus have we ſeen Man in his Glory, and in 
his Ruine : The former, he did owe to the free Boun- 
ty and Goodnels of God; for how could that , which 
had not a Being, till it was given him, deſerve ſuch 
a Being ? the latter, he owes only to himſelf ; and how 
can he now expect 4 Reparation? He hath contracted 
a Guile, which as his future Doing, or Suffering, can- 
not expiate; for this Suffering is the neceſſary Con- 
ſequence, not the ſatisfaction of his Guiltz and this 
Suffeping mult therefore be as everlaſting as his Being, 
becauſe his Guilt is as everlaſting as his Being : his 
Doings, were they perfect, were but his Duty , and 
therefore cannot expiate that Guilt, which was con- 
tracted by the breach of that Duty ; but could it be 
available to expiate his Guilt, yet as his Diſobedi- 
ence made him guilty, fo it mace him unable to per- 
form his Duty ; his Intelljectuals are deprived of that 
Light, which|he hath abuſed, anc therefore loſt ; his 
Will corrupted and embaſed, in a ſubjeftion to his 
Senlual Appeticez and/this Diſobeaience, accompa- 
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nied with many Aggravations, the leaſt whereof might 
incenſe the very Goodneſs and Patience of his Creator, 
beyond all hopes of Mercy and Atonement ; this 
Diſobedience againſt God, to whom he owed the 
moſt exa&t Obedience 3 he added Ingratitude to his 
Diſobedience 3 he diſobeyed that God, from whom, ; 
but even now, he received his Being, and ſuch a 
Being; he added Perverſeneſs to his Ingratitude, it 
was againſt ſuch a Command , which he might have 
kept, and needed not to have broken; he added 
aatonneſs to his Perverſeneſs ; he diſobeyed, when 
he had a ſtock of Bleſledneſs , as ample as his being 
was capable of; he added Treaſon to his Wanton- 
neſs, believing the Voice of a Creature, a Creature 
chat but now had revolted from his God, in a vil- 
lainons imputation of God with Falſity and Envy : 
And how after all this, and infinitely more than this, 
can he expect any thing from his injured God, bur. 
what the ſeverity of his Juſtice can infli&? if he 
meets with frowardneſs in the Earth, diſtemper in 
che Air , ſurprizals and inundations in the Water, re- 
bellion in the Creatures, a-ſnare in his Table, trea- 
chery in his Friend , ſcorn and oppreſſhon from his 
Superiour , ſupplanting from his Equal, envy and 
miſchief from his Inferiour , falſneſs and temptation - 
from the Wife of his Bofom , rebellion from his Chil- 
dren, vanity and diſappointment in his Purpoſes, 
Diſeaſes, Diſtempers. and infe&ions in his Body, 
madneſs and blindneſs in his Underſtanding, perverle- 
neſs in his Will , tumult and confuſion in his Aﬀes-- 
tions, guile and preapprehenſtons of terrour in his 
Conſcience , Death and diſſolution of Body and Soul, 
and Judgment, Vengeance, Hell, and yer Erernity 
after all this: Then lee Man know, that in all this, 
and that which 1s all this, and more than this , rhe 
M 4 Averſion 
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Averlion of the Favour and Light of the Courſtenance 
of God , he eats but the Fruit of his own ways: and 
thou, O God, art juſt when thou thus judgeſt; and 
whatſoever is better than the worſt of all this, to any 
of the Children of men, is meer Mercy , and more 


than cheir due, | | 
Burt if now! in the midſt of Judgment , God re- 
members Mercy 3 and Mankind being now condem- 
ned, and concluded under fin, if the merciful God, 
chat at firſt gave Being and Bleſſing, ſhall, after we 
had ſpent that Patrimony , and loſt our ſelves, pro- 
vide for our Reſtitution; that, when we of Free- 
Men , had made our (elves Slaves , and Veſlels of 
Wrath, ſhall provide a Means for our Deliverance 
This engageth us to 2 higher degree , both of Admi- 
ration and Duty , than even our firſt Creation did. 


This then 1s theinext thing conſiderable, viz, The mean: 


' . 


and way of Man's Reſtitution. 
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- CHAT 
Of the Reflitaution of Man by Chriſt. 


Akt Mankind lay, by the Fall, under Guile, which 
A. is an Obligation to Puniſhment , both of loſs of 
Happineſs, and everlaſting ſubje&tion both to tem- 
ral and eternal Curſe : And this eſtate of Man and 

is Poſtericy , even to the end of the World, was 
preſent in the infallible Foreſight of God from all Eter- 
nity : In that conſideration he had a Kingdom, but 
over Rebels and Traitors; and had everlaſting cauſe 
of the execution of his Juſtice and the Power of his 
Wrath, but nothing to deſerve or draw out his Mercy 
among all the Sons of Men , who were all preſent, 
and ſtood up together in his Eternal Foreſight, This 
Man had, as far forth as was in him, diſappointed the 
End of God in his Creation, infomuch, that in the 
outward diſpenſation of God's Providence, it ſeemed 
that he repented that he had made Man on the Earth, 
Gen. 6,6, But though Man , as much as in him Jay, 
had made himſelf an uſele(s Creature, and interrupted 
the poſſibility of attaining an End anſwerable to his 
Being , yet God's Counſel was not diſappointed : Bur 
the great Lord of his own free Goodanels, did in his 
Eternal Counſel fore-appoint ſame of loſt Men to Re- 
miſſipn of their Sin, and eternal Happineſs in Chriſt, 
by ſuch Means as he had before ordained to be effe- 
Ctual for that purpoſe. And this is the great Diſco- 
very of the Scripture, and contains that great Bulineſs 
which Man hath to do in this World vogue it is 
chat which concerns his great and everlaſting End,with- 
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out which , his very Being is not only unprofitable, 
but miſerable , and now comes to be confider'd. 

This then is the ſum of all, That Almighty God, 
out of his own |Free-will and Goodneſs, did in his 
Eternal Counſel fore appoint ſome of loſt Mankind 
ro Remillion of |fin and guilt, and Reconciliation, and 
Erernal Happinels i in Chriſt , by ſuch Means as he had 
before ordained in the {ame Counſel to be' effecual 
for that purpoſe. In this deſcription we have theſe 
Particulars to be fifted, and we have done our Buſineſs. 

1. What the Motive of this Purpoſe ; God's meer 

good Will: | 

z. What the Obje& of itz ſome of Mankind : 

What the|End of this Counſel ; Remiſhon of 
fin, nd Reſtoration to Happineſs: 

4 What, the, Hand or immediate Inſtrumenc of 
cſfecting it 3 Chriſt : 

5. What thoſe ſubordinate Means of attaining it : 

6. What the Conſequents of it. 

1. Touching the Aorive ; nothing at all meritorious 
1 Man, bur only the good will of God, thus to (elect 
ſome out of the loſt multitude of Men to be Veſlels 
of Mercy And this is that which is (o often incul- 
cated in the Book of God, in all the ſucceſſions of it, 
Exod. 33.19. I will be gracionws to whom I will be gra- 
clone, fy will /hew mercy to whom I will ſhew mercy, 0 
Devt. 9. 5. AMeſes's fad Admonition to the fews, who 
in all things were typical : Underſtand therefore , that 
the Lerd thy God giveth thee not this good land for thy righte- 
erſneſs , for thou art a ft f-necked people. ek. 16.6. 
When I paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee pollutea in thy own 
bleed, I ſaid unto this, , when thou waſt in thy blood, Lite: 
yea, I ſaid unto thee, when thou waſt in thy blood, Live, 
Iaiah 43: 25 I, even I a be that blotreth wad th tranſ- 
greſſions for mine own ſabe , and will not remember thy ſins. 
Luke ro, 1t, vo haſt revealed them to babes : —_ / 
Fat er, 
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Father , for ſo it ſcemed good in thy ſight, Ephel. 2. 3. 


When we were by nature children of wrath, even as others : 
But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love, wherewith 
he hath loved us, even when we were ded in ſms, hath 
quickned us together with Chriſt : by grace are ye ſaved. 
'2 Tim. 3. 10, Who hath ſaved us, and called ns with an 
holy calling , not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpoſe and graces, which was given us in Chriſt be- 
fore the world began , but now made manifeſt by the appear- 
ing of Chriſt. 1 John 4. 10. Here is love, wet that we 
loved God , but that he loved ns. Ibid. 19. We love him, be- 
canſe he leved us firſt. Rom. 5. 8. God commendeth his 
love towards us in that , while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt 
died for ns. And indeed, it is impoſſible it ſhould be 
otherwiſe : for the Scripture hath concluded all under 
fin, Galar, 3. 22, And wehave ſhewed before an utter 
impoſhbility in Man to extricate himſelf. The fore- 
appointing therefore of any to Eternal Life, could nor 
be from any Cauſe in the Creature, meritoriouſly mo- 
ving Gad to this Mercy. 

The Freedom and Liberality of this Purpoſe of God. 

1. In reſpe& of the Elect : to take away all matter 
of boaſting, Epheſ. 2. 8. To keep chem humble, and 
to keep them thankful, that God may be all in all. 
It pleaſeth the great God to order the Execution of 
his Counſels, touching Man , that any are brought 
about , as with a powerful and irrifiſtible Hand ; (o 
they are brought about by ſuch means, as is naturally 
- ſuitable to the nature of Man; Rationally and Freely, 
 Pſal. 110, Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy Power. 
Now there cannot be a more engaging Argument to 
Humility and Thankfulneſs, than the conſideration 'of 
this Free Goodneſs of God , that when I had thrown 
away my Happineſs, lay in the common lump of 
condemned Men, God (ſhould freely ſingle me our 
among thouſands that he paſled by , and make _ a 
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to honour, ſome to diſhonour: he mage all Vel- 
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Veſlel of Mercy.. And this doth molt ſweetly and 
 effecually win upon the Heart : So that the very 
conſideration of this Counſel of God, is a means to 
effec its Execution, in putting the Heart into ſuch a 
ow. , AS is fit to receive the impreſſions of God's 

race. | 

2. In reſpeR of thoſe that are omitted : The free- 
dom of the Choice, doth not in the leaſt degree re- 
fle upon the Juſtice of God : He had no engagement 
co chuſe any , but! might moſt juſtly have let all lie 
under that {in and miſery, into which we had caſt our 
ſelves. If God be pleaſed to chuſe any , it is the 
meer|a& of his Grace: if he leaves any , he leaves 
them but in that condition, not in which he made 
them, but in which they made themſelves. The act 
of his Bounty tot the Elect, 15 without any Injury to 
' thoſe he leaves: for neither could challenge any thing 
but Miſery as their Right. 

2. The 0hjett of this Choice : 

1. Some are choſen from all Eternity : 7he Ele, 
according to the foreknowleape of God the Father, 1 Pet. 1. 2. 
The foundation of God ſtanaeth ſure , having this Seal, The 
Lord knoweth who are his, 2 Tim. 2. 19. Theſe are 
thoſe, for whom a Kingdom was prepared from the 
Foundation of the World, Afatth 25. 34. Theſe are 
they , which by an eternal Contract berween God the 
Father and his Son , were givea unto Chriſt: 7 pray 
for them, which thou haſt given me, for they are thine, 
Joha 17. 9, 24 | 

2. Bur ſome, and not all: Many there are, that are 
not ſo much as called; and of thoſe that are called, 
yet few are choſen, Aatth. 22. 14. And this preteri- 
tion of God putteth them nor in any worſe Condition 
than it finds them. And indeed, this Counſel of God 
is not ſo- much as the Potter's making ſome Veſſels 


{els 
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ſels of honour , and Men made themſelves all Veſlels 
of diſhonour : God in his mercy to reſtore ſome to 
become again Veſſels of honour: and this is without 
any injury to thoſe that are omittedz becauſe they are 
continued to be but what they made themſelves, and 
what they moſt freely delire till ta be : Thy deſtrattion 
is from thy ſelf, O Jeruſalem, 
3. To what this Eleion or Choice is, or what is 
the End of this Counſel of God : There is a twofold. 
End in the Counſel of God. | | 
x. The End of Intentions ſubordinate, the good of 
his Creature; adequate, the good pleaſure of his own 
Will, or his own Glory; as to ſhew his wrath, and 
make his power known towards the Veſlels of wrath 
ficted for deſtruction, ſo to make known the riches 
of his Glory in the Veſſels of Mercy , which he had 
before prepared unto Glory, Rom. 9. 23. | | 
2, The End in Execution, or rather the ſubjeR 
matter of this Counſel of God : it is the whole Series, 
and all the Conjunctures of all things conducing there- 
unto; wherein the Counſel of Gad doth nor per /altums 
ſtep from the Fall to Glory, but doth take in all thoſe 
intermediate paſſages, which he -hath by the ſame 
Counſel, appointed to be the Means of effeRting it. 
1. The great Myſtery of the Incarnation, which is the 
Cardo nepotis, 1 Pet. 1. 20, Who was fore-ordained before 
the foundation of the world, but was manifeſted in theſe laſt 
times. 
2, Effectual calling, by the Word and Spirit of 
God, Rom, 8. 28. Who are called according to his purpoſe, 
3. The effectual Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, 
wichout which, it were impoſlible theſe dry Bones 
ſhould live, 7er. 31. 33. 1 will put my Law into their 
mind, and write them in their hearts. : 
3- Holineſs and Sanctification, 7ohs, 15.16. I hens 


Choſen you, and ordained you, that ye ſhonld bring go, 
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+ Ephel. 14. Cheſen to be holy, Epel. 2. 10. Created in Chriſt 
wnto good works, which God hath before ordained, that we 
ſhould walk, in them, Rom. 8. 29, 30. Conformity unto 
Chriſt, and all linked together : Glory to Juſtification; 
Juſtification to Calling; Calling to Eleftion. 

4. In whom, or by whom, he hath elected us : Chriſt. 
_ In this Conſliſts the greateſt Myſtery that ever was, and 
of moſt concernment to Mankind. And becauſe it is 
ae 1 er co attain to the knowledge of it, but by Re- 
velation from God himſelf, we muſt in this keep pre- 
ciſely to the Word of God, where alone this Myſtery 
aha God ordinarily diſcovered : which is briefly thus 
much. 
Almighty God in the Creation of Man, did prima- 

rily intend the Glory of his own Goodneſs, and the 
Happineſs of his Creature 3 and to that End, furniſhed 
him with ſuch Faculties and Rules, as might conduct 
him to that Happineſs. 

Man, being feduced, abuſed his Liberty 3 and by 
his Difobedience violated that Rule, and conſequently 
in himſelf loſt the acquiſition of that Happineſs , to 
which he was created. 

Yet this could [not diſappoint the Purpoſe of God, 
who , with an eternal and mdivitible act, did foreſee 
all Mankind in'this miſerable and loſt Condition , and 
appoint a way for his Recovery. 

The way of Man's Recovery was by the Eternal 
Purpoſe, Conſultation, or ContraR, as I may call it, be- 
tween the Father, Son, and Eternal Spirit, reſolved 
to be, that the Son of God ſhould aſſume the Nature 
of Man into one\Perſon, by an ineftable Generation, 
and that he ſhould Satisfie for the Guilt of Man's Sin 
by his Death. | 
And becauſe that the bare Satisfaction for Sin, could 
only exempt Man from the deſerved Puniſhment of 
his Sin , but could not reſtore him to that pmct, 
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- which he loſt, by the ſame Eternal Covenant, the 

Righteouſneſs and Obedience of Chriſt, was to be ac- 
cepted by God, as the Righteoulſnels of Man; that as 
in his Sufferings he did bear the Sin of Man, to make 
Satisfaction for the Curle deſerved, fo by his Obedi- 
ence imputed unto Man, Man might acquire that Hap- 
pineſs that he loſt. _ ; 

To the end, that this Satisfattion and Righteouſneſs 
might be effeQually applied for the Purpoſes above- 
mentioned, Chriſt malt, after chis Righteouſneſs ful- 
filled, and this Satisfaction made by his Death, riſe 
from Death, aſcend into Heaven, and ſo continue as 


well the Mediator of Interceſſion , as he was before. of 


Satisfaction. Though this Righteouſneſs, and Satisfa- 
&ion, were ſufficient for the Sins of all Mankind, and 
accordingly freely propounded, yet it was effetual only 
for ſuch, as ſhould according to thoſe immediate Means, 
that God had fore-appointed to be uſeful for that Pur- 
poſe, (ue forth the benefit of it. 

This is the ſum of that great work of Man's Re- 
demption , which the Angels defire to look into s 
1 Pet, 1, 12. and is diſcovered to Principalities. and 
Powers by the Church, Ephe/. 3. 10. and therefore 
called; The manifold Wiſdom of God;, The Myſtery of Chriſt, 
Epheſ. 3. 4. Ephel. 6. 19. The Myſtery hid in God from 
the beginning of the world, Ephel. 3. 9. The Myſtery of Godz 
and of the Father, and of Chrift, Colol. 2.2. Colo, 1.27. 
The Myſtery hid from ages and generations, but now wads 
manifeſt to his Saints, Colol. 1. 26. The Wiſdom of Gol in 
a Myftery, The Myſtery of his Will, 1 Cor. 2. 7, The Res 
velation of the Myſtery kept ſecret ſince the world began; Rom. 


16. 25. The great Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeffed in 


the Fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached unte 
the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into Gloxy, 
1 Tim. 3.16. The Myſtery of Faith, 1 Tu. 3+ 9. 
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CHAP. VI. 
 Preditions and Types of Chriſt. 


Y E T this great Myſtery of Chriſt was not kept 
ſo ſecret , but that, as the fruit of his Mediation, 
preceeded his coming in the Fleſh, as thall be after 
ſhewn; ſo ſome glimpſes of this Truth were diſco- 
verd to former rations, 1 Pet. 1. 10. Of which 
Salvation the Prophets have enquired. FEphel. 2. 20. Forn- 
| dation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Chriſt the Corner-ſtone. 
We ſhall therefore, for the ſertling of our Minds in 
this Cardinal Point, obſerve thoſe Predi&rons Concermng 
Chriſt in the Old Teſtament, and we ſhall find the 
Old and New Teſtament like the two Cherubims upon 
the Mercy Seat, their Faces looking one toward ano- 
ther, yet both of them toward the Mercy Seat; and, 
as we have before noted, the Old Teſtament unrid- 
dling the difficulties of Nature , ſo the New Teſta- 
ment unriddling the Old : The Predi&tons -of Chriſt in 
the Old Teſtament, were of two kinds : Prophetical, 
and Typical : The Prophetical Predictions , to follow 
in order of time: 
1, The firſt and great Publication. of the Goſpel, 
though dark and 'myſterious , was that by God him- 
ſelf in Paradiſe, Ger. 3. 15. 7 wil put enmity between 
thee and the woman, between thy ſeed and her ſeed : it fhall 
break thy head, and thew ſhalt bruiſe his heel, This was 
not only fulfilled in that myſtical Woman, the Church, 
and here, ſee Revel. 12. 17. but alſo in Chriſt: 
I. He was the Seed of the Woman , and nor of the 
Man, Luke 1. 34. Pe ſent his Son made of a Woman, 


Gal. 4. 4. The Parallel obſervable : By the hy om 
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Sin firſt came into the World and Salvation. 2. . 


/hall break. thy head : He came to deſtroy the works of 


che Devil, in his Temptation. In his Life, he bound 


the ſtrong Man, Heb. 2, 14. deſtroyed him that had 
the power of Death , chat is the Devil, Atth. 12, 29. 
Jn his Preaching, Zzk, 10. 17, 18. Satan like Light- 


ſurre&ion, ſpoiling Principalities afid Powers, and 
made a fſhew of them openly, and triumphing over 


chem in it, Colo, 2. e. In his Afcenſton, Epheſ. 4. 
up 


$. When he aſcende on: high , he led Captivity 
captive; this Captive taker is the Devil, 2 Tim. 2. 26: 
In his Members, Epheſc 6, 1 2. We wreſtle againſt Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, and it is our Buſineſs fo ftand 
againſt the Wiles of the Devil, 1h:d. Ferf. 11. To re- 
{it him ſtedfaſtly in the Faith, 1 Per. 5. 9. In the Dt- 
ſpenſation of his Government in his Chureh 'and 
Members, Revel. 12. 7, Michael and his Anpels fighr 
with, and overcome the Dragon and his Angels: In 


his laſt and great Judgmeht , #evel. 20. 10; The Devil. 


caſt into the Lake of Fire, 1 /ohn 3. 8. For this purpoſe 
was the Son of God manifeſted; that he might deftroy the 
works of the Devil. A 

2. The next great Promiſe of Chriſt, was that which 
nas made to Abraham, That in him, Ge». 12, 3. Gen. 18. 
18, That IS, in his Seed , Gen, 22. 18, all Nations of 
the Earth ſhould be bleſſed. This is applied to Chriſt, 
Galat, 3. 16. And afterwards to 1/aae, the Son of the 
Promiſe, was the ſame Promiſe renewed arid entailed, 
Gen, 26. 4, And (o exa&t was the great God of Hea- 
ven in the fulfilling of his Promile, that, 'until by a 
civil Inveſticture, the right of Primogenicure'was tran(- 
lated from Eſas to 7aceb, firſt by the ſale of his Birth- 
right, Ger. 25. 33. and then by the Bleffing, though 
ſurreptitioully by 7aceb , yet providentially by God, 
Gen, 27. 29. This Promile mw not actually entailed 
. upon 


ning falling down from Heaven 3 in his Death and Re- __- 
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upon 74cob's Line, Ger. 28. 14. This Patria poteffas 
facob hkewile uſed upon his three eldeſt Sohs , Renber 
for his Inceſt, Simeor and Levi for their Murder, Gen. 49, 
34, 56. Whereby 7«dah became as it were, the fir(t- 

orn z and therefore f«deh continually after, had the 
preheminence of Primogeniture, Yiz. in the diviſion 
of the Land, Amb. 34. 19. 7udah's Commiſſioner firſt 
named : (o in, the alotment of the Land of Canaan, 
Joſhna 15. 1. Judah had the preheminence in compleat-! 
ing the Victory of Canaan by the Suffrage of God. 
7adges 1. 2, And by the decifton and Prophecy of 
dying 7aceb, the Regality , a right of P:imogenture, 
and the Meſhah entailed co that ftock, Gen. 49. The 
Scepter ſhall not depart from ſudah, wor a Law: giver from 
between his feet, antil Shiloh come; and unto him thall 
the gathering of the People be : And hence he is called 
the Lion of the Tribe of 7«dah, Revel. ;, 5, This Ga- 
thering of the People to him, was the Calling of the 
Gentiles to the knowledge of God in Chrilt : And this 
was the Star of! 7acob , which Ba/aam, inſpired again(t 
his will, praphelied of , N»mb. 24. 17. And this that 


great Prophet | which God promited by Moſes to 
raiſe up to ſtand between the Majeſty and Glory of 
God, and the frailty of Humane Nature, Det. 18. 15. 
fohn 5. 46, The Redeemer of 7eb, fob 19. 25, Hom 
the time of A4es, the Prophecies of Chritt are inter- 
rupted, and his time not (pecified but in him God 
was pleaſed to! evidence it, fiſt in his Promiſe to 
him, 2 Sam. 7.16, T hy throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever : 
And this Covenant touching Chriſt, cherefore called 
the (ureMer C1E$ of David, i{aiah 55. 3. again, //a 11,1, 
10. In that day there ſhall be a root of /eſſe, which ſhall ſtand 
far an enſien of the people : To it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, and 
bis reft ſhall be glorious. And this was a known Truth 
even among the unbelieving Jews, Matth. 22, 42. 
:The learned Docors contelled , that Chriſt was _ 
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the Son of David: This fulfilled in Chriſt, A&- 1 3. 23. 
Of this man's ſeed bath God according to his promiſe raiſed unto 
Iſrael a Savionr, feſns, Revel. 5.5. The Root of David, 
The Place of his Birth, Ach. 5. 2. And thou Bethlehem, &tc. 
ont of thee ſhall he come forth unto me,that is tobe ruler in I[r.4> 
el, whoſe goings forth have been from ola,from everlaſting : this 
Bethlehtm the City of David, 1 Sam. 17. 22. notoriouſly 
confefled among the 7ew-.to be the place of che Meſltas's 
Birth, Matth. 2.5. The Manner of his Birth, A wir- 
fin ſhall bear a ſon, and ſhall call his name Immannel, 
Ia. 7.14. fulfilled, Marth. 1. 25. And as in his Name 
the union of the Divine and Humane Nature is diſco- 
vered, fo more plainly, Iſa. 9, 6. His name ſhall be 
called Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty God, the Everlaſting 
Father , the Prince of Peace of the increaſe of his Govern- 
ment avd Peace there ſhall be no end: Peace proclaimed 
at his Birth, Lake 2. 14..0n earth peace, good will towards 
men : his Buſineſs Peace, 2 Cor. 5.1, God in Chriſt, 
reconciling the World to himſelf : Epheſ. z, 14. Chritt 
our Peace: his Goſpel the Goſpel of Peace: Rom. 10. 
15. Fpheſ. 6. 15. Peace his Legacy : 7ohn 14. 27, Peace 
his Command, atth. 5. 9. Bleſſed are the Peace-mahers. 
Kom. 12.18, Live peaceably with all men, Lake Io, 5,6, 
Into whatſoever houſe ye enter, firſt ſay, Peate be to this 
houſe And if the ſon of Peace be there, your peace (hall 
reſt npon it : And though our Saviour profeſleth, 
Matth. 10. 34. 1 came not to ſend peace, but a ſword; it 
1s ex accidente , Or eventu, by the malignity of our own 
Nature, and the conteſtation of the Devil to keep his 
PoſleMon againſt Chriſt the right owner, and Lord of 
Man : His Do&trine (piricual and powerful, //aiah 11. 
3: 4 He ſhall not judze after the fepht of his eyes , nor re- 
prove after the hearing of his ears : he ſhall ſmite the earth 
 Tith the rod of his month; and with the breath of his lips 

ſhall he flay the wicked : The teaching of Chriſt in' the 
Fleſh as one having — and not as the Scribes, 
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Aeatth. 7, :9. The breath or ſpirit of his mouth x 
conſuming breath, 2 Theſ. 2. $8. and hence Rev. 1, 16. 
Our of his mouth went a ſharp two-edged {word: 
His Sufferings, Satisfaction, Reſurrection, Interceſſion 
and Reign in his Church, that Evangelical Chapter, 
Jſaiah 53. A deſpiſed man, rejected when Barabbas 
and he in competition for Liſe : we hid our faces from 
him; forſaken and denied by his own Diſciples: Ac- 
quainted with grief; we often find him in tears, never 
in mirth: He| hath boyn our griefs ana carried our ſorrows, 
1:2 his Paſſion, when it eclipled the Light of his Fa- 
thers Countenance from him; in his Compaſhon, a 
merciful high Prieſt , 'touched with our Infirmities, 
Heb, 2. Wounded by the Souldiers, by the Nails for 
for our Tran(greſſions :| By his fFripes , when whipt by 
the Souldiers, are we healed, Yet this Lamb dumb be- 
fore his ſhearers, when Pilate umpiouſly interrogated 
him : He made his grave with the wicked , being crucified 
berween Thieves: and with the rich, in the Garden of a 
rich and honourable 7o/eph : yer, though his Soul was 
made an offering for 1in, he ſurvived his own death, 
{aw his ſeed, prolonged his days, and the pleaſure of the 
Almighty proſpered in his hands : and the ewo and twen- 
tieth Palm penned, as if the Paſſion of our Saviour had 
been then acted : His Cry, Verſe 1. 44» God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me ? The (corns of the beholderss 
\ erle 7. All they that ſee me, laugh me to ſcorn, Matth, 27, 
Ver. 39. They that paſled by, reviled him, wagging 
| their heads : The very Language of the reviling Scribes, 
Velle 8. fulf! ed, Matth, 17. 43. tte truſted in (God, 
that he would deliver him, &c, Tie manner of his death, 
Verſe the 16. They pierced my hands, and my feet : The 
ſharing of his Garments, \ erſe 18. They parted my 
garments among them: Again, in ſeveral other Prophe- 
cies, the (ſeveral Occurrences of lis Life and Death, 
gathered up. by other Prophets: He never appeared 


more 
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more regally and triumphantly, than in his Voyage to 
Peruſalem, Matth.21.5, and that coming of hisjnot with- 
out a Prophecy, Zach. 9. 9 Behold, thy King cometh un- 
to thee meek, and ſuting upon an aſs : The price of ſudas's 
treaſon, and the imployment, Zach. 11. 13. They 
weighed for my price thirty pieces of ſilver : The Vinegar 
chat he drank upon the Croſs, P/al. 69. 21. And in 
my thirſt they gave me Vinegar to drink : The time of his 
Birth and Death, Dan, 9.25, 26, From the going forth 
ef the Command to reftore and to build feruſalem ,. unto the 
Meſſiah the Prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks , and threeſtore and 
two weeks, the ſtreet ſhall be built again, and the wall, even 
;n troublous times, And after threeſcore and two weeks ſhall 
the Meſſiah be cut off, but net for himſelf; and the people 
of the Prince that ſhall come , ſhall deſtroy the city and [an- 
tuary; the deſolation of eruſalem ([hortly following 
the death of our Redeemer : The manner of the Cal- 
culation hath been diverſly conjectured, yet all con- 
cur to a very near projection of times : And laſtly, 
that undeniable evident Prophecy moſt clearly fulfilled 
through millions of difficulties ro the eminent know- 
ledge of God by Chriſt; a matter, that were there 
nothing elſe, were ſuthcient to convince all gainlay- 
ing. 1/a. 11. 20, To it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, IG 42.1, 
Behold my ſervant, &Cc. he ſhall bring forth 7udgment to the 
Genti/es, and Verſe 6, I will give thee for a covenant of 
the People, for a light of the Gentiles, (4. 49. 6. I will 
give thie fer a light to the Gentiles, that ghou mayeſt be 
my ſalvation unto the end of the earth. ph. 72. 8, His 
dominion ſhall be from ſea to ſea, and from the river unto 
the ends of the earth : And this began co be fulfilled in 
the Homage of the wiſe Men that came ſromathe 
Eaſt, Marth. 2. 1. In the diverſity of Tongues, A#- 2. 
4. In Peter's Viſion, As 10.15. In Paxl and Barnabas 
turning to the Gentiles, 4s 13.46, And if a Man. 


co bug conſider che Antiquity, and Particularity, and 
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Pofitiveneſs of theſe Prophecies z the improbabilities 
of effecting it, in reſpect of the Perſons, who were 
to be converced, tenacious to their Idolatry 3 Have «4 
| ation ch.oged their Gods? the improbability in reſpe& 
of the Means , a company of poor, unlearned, perſe- 
cuted Apoliles ; in reſpect of the Religion whereunto 
0 be called, to believe in a crucited Saviour , whom 
they never {aw ; a Religion perſecuted and condem- 
ned by the great Maſters of Religion , Scribes and 
Phariſees, a Religion promiſing nothing within the 
view of Realon, or ule of Senſe; a Religion that takes 
Men off from al! that, wherein Men naturally repoſe 
racir Hopes and Delights; a Religion oppoſed by the 
chiefe(lt Wits in the World, the Philoſophers and 
wiſe Men; a Religion ſtudied to be ſuppreſt by the 
greateſt Power , Policies, and Cruelties, that the 
World could afford, and yet for all this, to maſter all 
theſe Dithculties, and bring into ſubjetion the great- 
e[t part of the World for theſe {1xteen hundred Years, 
though I confeſs, not without mixtures of great Cor- 
ruptions, muſt wring from any reaſonable Man, an 
acknowledgment both of the great Power and Provi- 
cence of God in the Government of the World , and 
allo of the Truth of Chriſt the Metltah. 

z. Touching the Typical Predictions of Chriſt, Ger. 2, 
9. The Tree of Life in the mid(t of the Garden , which 
by the Divine Diſpenſation had that ethcacy given to 
ic, that it (hguld ſeem by Ger. 3. 22. if lapſed Man 
had eat thereof, he had recovered his loſt perpetuity. 
This was nothing elſe but Chriſt, at leaſt typically z 
the Wiſdom of God , that the wifeſt of Men called 
the Free of Life, Prov. 3. 18. This that Tree of Life 
ia the midſt of the Paradiſe of God , Revel. 2. 7. 
whole Leaves | were for the healing of the Nations, 
oeT 2.2. | | 


Melcbizedeck 
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Melchizedeck the Prieſt .of the moſt high God, Gen. 
14. 18. The Type of Chriſt's Erernal Prieſthood, 
Pſal. 110. 4. Thow art a prieſt for ever after the order of 
Melchizedeck : And of his peaceable Kingdom, King 
of Salem, without beginning of days, or end of life, 
Heb. 7. 3. 

The whole State of the Jews , even from Abraham, 
was in effe&t Typical : Abraham the Father of the 7ews 
according to the Fleſh, the Father of the Faichtul , as 
believing the-Promiſe, Gal. 3 7. Rom. g. 7. Sarah and 
Aear typical of the Church and the World, the Fleth 
and the Spiric , the Covenant of the Law and Goſpel, 
Gal. 3. 2 4. Circumciſion typical of that of the Heart, 
Rom. 2. 29. Their ſtate in Egype Typical: The 
Paſſover, a moſt effetual Type 0 Chrit 1 Cor, 5.7, 
Chriſt the true Paſſover: and therefore the Sacrifice 
of Chriſt and of the Paſſover went together, Marth. 26, 
Eaten whole, Exed. 12. Not a bone of him to be 
broken; eaten with bitter Herbs, typi ying Repen- 
trance z the Blood ſprinkled, ſecures from the wrath 
of God; with Hyſſop, a cleanſing Herb, P/al. 51. 
Purge me with hyſſop ; a Feaſt as well as a Sacrifice, 
?ohn 6. 55. The Manna a Type of Chriſt, who was 
chat Bread of God that came down from Heaven, 
7ohn 6. 33. The hidden Manna, Reve/. 2.17. The 
Clond and Red Sea, 4 Type of Bayxiſm into Chriſt, 
1 Cor. 10, 1. The 7ews in Egypt, like the ſtate of the 
unconverted World : hence the World called Spiricual 
E ypt: In ther Paſſage o8t , they are entertained with 
a HARD rr Initiation 3 they are militant in the Wil- 
dernels of the World, triumphant in Caves, the reſt : 
the water ont of the Rock, a Type of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 10. &s 
That Rock was Chriſt, 

Bur principally the Levitical Lew was 2 ſhadow of 
the good things to come in Chriſt, Heb. 8. 5. whe 
was the End of the Law. And as the Judicial Law 

N44 - among 
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among the 7ew-, did not only contain Precepts in them- 
{elves niturally good , but alſo Typical and Sacramen- 
tal Obſervations of that inward SanCification and 
frame of Mind, that God required; fo the Levitical 
Law did not only contain Precepts of that internal ha- 
bicyde of Love, Fear , and Obedience unto God, ad- 
mirably delivered through the whole Bogk of Denre- 
Yonomyy but alſo divers Types and Figures, which: had 
a double ule:i 1. Of evidencing the full Obedience 
to thoſe Poſitive Commands of God, becauſe com- 
manded by him : 2. Figures of Chriſt to come; and of 
rhat frame and conſtitution of Men and things in relati- 
on to him, as we may obſerve in divers Particulars. 
1. The Covenant between God and Iſrael, the Stipu- 
lation on God's part, Exed. 19. 5. If ye will obey my 
'oice, and heep my Covenant , ye ſhall be a peculiar treaſure 
 rinto me above all people, and ye ſhall be unto me a Kingdom of 
Prieſts, and an Holy Nation, Exod. 34. 10. Behold I make 
« Covenant : Before all thy people I will do marvels, &C. 
'The Stipulationion the Peoples part, Exed. 19.8. 24. 7. 
Alf that the Lord hath ſpoken, we will a, This is that 
Covenant which the Lord made with the People in 
Horeb, Det. 5. 2, And the tenor of this Covenant re- 
newed and explained, viz. Bleſſing ro Obedience, and 
| Curſes to Diſobedience, Dexr. 29. 10,8. Ne ftand this 
day before the Lord your God, that thou ſhonldeſt enter into Co- 
wenant with tbe Lord thy Goa, and into his cath, &c, Accord- 
ingly in Chriſt, anew Covenant made; fer, 31. ; 3. Heb. 
8. 10. A New Covenant, JI will prt my Laws into their 
hearts, I will be to them a God, and they ſhall be to me a People. 
' 2, As that Covenant was mutual, conſiſted in 
ſomewhat promiſed by God , ſomewhat undertaken 
by the People, Obedience to the Law that God gave 
themz ſo the Covenant here is reciprocal. In the 
Golpel of God, there is a double Covenant : 1. A Co- 
yenant between God the Father and God the _ ; 
Ft Er that 
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chatthe Son ſhould take upon him Fleſh, and ſatisfie 
for che (ins of the Elect, Pfal. 40, 6, Heb. I 0, 9, A 
body haſt thou prepared me: lo, I come to do thy will, O God, 
on God's part a Covenant , that thoſe which ſhould 
be ſo redeemed, ſhould be given over to Chriſt, and 
united unto him in the nearelt 1e]ation that 1s poſſible, 
fohn 17. They, whom thou haſt given me, Verſe 21. That 
they may be one in us, But © this more infra, 2. A Co- 
venant between God the Father in Chriſt with Man; 
and this is likewiſe reciprocal: On God's part to give 
Remiſſion of Sins, and Eternal Life in Chriſt to as 
many as lay hold of this Covenant, fohn 6. 40. Thir 
is the will of him that ſent me , that every one that believc:h 
en me, ſhould have everlaſting life, and I will raiſe him up 
at the laſt day. Ibid. 47. He that believeth on me, hath 
everlaſting life, John 7. 37. John 12. 44. John 3. 36. 
Rom. 3. 28. Heb. 8. 10. And becauſe he muſt make 
him a People, that may entertain the Covenant, before 
he can have a reciprocal from them, God gives a 
heart to believe to thoſe that are his , that ſo they may 
enter into Covenant with God, ohn 6. 29. This is the 
work of God, that ye believe. Verſe 37. All that the Father 
erverh me, ſhall cone unto me, Verſe 63. No man can come 
unto me, except it be piven of my Father, Ephel. 2. $. This 
is the putting of the Law' in their Hearts, Heb. 8. 10. 
And this part of God's Covenant is wade rather for 
us, than with us, even with and in Chriſt, in whom 
all the Promiſes of God are Yea, and Amen , 2 Cor. 1. 
. 20, For theſe Promiſes are Ecernal Promiles, an Ecer- 
nal Covenant given to Chriſt for the Ele& ; even be- 
fore they had a Being, or could poſſhbly receive them; 
On the part of-the People of Chriſt, there is likewiſe 
a Covenant too, he hath given us Commandments of 
Obedience, oh» 13. 1-. Love one to another, Ibid. Ferſe 
34. If ye love me, keep my Commandments, John 14. 1 6. 
21, 23. ' Love to Chriſt, Perſeverance, 7»hn 15. 9, 10, 
oy Bringing 
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Bringing forth! Fruit, 754, 16. Doing Righteouſneſs, 
1 fobn 2. 29. Purifying our ſelves, 1 7ohn 3, 3, 7. 9. 10. 
Crucitying Aﬀections and Lults, Galar. 5, 24 Zea. 
lous of Good! Works, 'T it. 2. 14. 3.18. Thus God 
out of his free Love, appoints us to Eternal Life in 
Chriſt, freely! gives Chriſt to be the purchace of it, 
freely Ati. Life for us in him through Faith, 
freely gives us Faith to come to him, which when it 
15 wrought , our Covenant again with God, is but to 
return a fruit of his own Grace. True Faith in Chriſt, 
cannot be without a ſenle of this Love of God , nor 
that without a return of Love to him again, nor that 
without a Care to walk according to lis Will , for 
if ye love me, ye will keep my Commandments : And yet 
be is pleated ro accept and reward the work of his 
nn tree Grace, as the return of us poor and weak 
fen. | 
3. This Covenant was ordained in the hands of a 
Mediator, Gal. 3. 19. Moſes alone came near the 
Lord, and told the People all the words of the Lord, 
and the People anſwered with one Voice, All the 
words which the Lord hath ſaid, will we do, Exod. 24. 
3. The Second Covenant ordained likewiſe in the 
hands of a Mediator, even Chriſt, Heb. 12, 24 7eſus 
the Mediator of the New Covenant. 
4. The firſt Covenant Sealed with Blood, Exod. 24. 
8, Aleſes tuk the blood, and ſprinkled on the pesple, ard 
ſaid, Behold the blood of the Covenant : thus likewiſe Chriſt 
{ealed the ſecond Covenant with his Blood, Hed. g. 
14. And therefore called \the Blood of the Covenant, 
cb. 10. 29, The Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, 
Heb. 13. 20, And the ſprinkling of the Blood of Jeſus 
Chrilt. 1 Pet. 1. 2. and the Blood of (prinking. God in 
his Wiſdom took a ſpecial care; and ſer a ſpecial value 
upon the Blood even of Beaſts, both in the Levirical, 
and in the Laiy given to Noah, becaule the _ 4 
| « ie, 
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Life , and therefore prohibited the uſe of it in any 
thing below his own Service, Gen. 9. 4. Levit. 17. 14. 
Yet in his Service injoyned to the 7ews, all their Con- 
ſecrations, of Covenant, People, Prieſts, Altars, 
Sanctuary , Veſlels, at once to prefi ure the Sacrifice 
of Chriſt, and the deep dye of the guilt of Sin, Heb. 9. 
22. Without ſhedding of Blood is no Kemiſſion, Heb. 113. 20. 
The Blood of the E verlaſting Covenant. 

5. In the Holy Veſſels : The Ark, a ſpecial ſign of 
God's Preſence, therefore called the Glory of J/- ae!, 
1 Sam. 4.22. This called the Ark of the Covenant, 
or the Ark of the Teſtimony, ef. 2. 14. Wherein was 
placed the Teſtimony, viz, The two Tables. Exod. 25. 
16, The Pot of Manna, and Aaron's Rod ; thele being 
for Teſtimonials to their Poſterity of the Covenant, 
Power, and Goodneſs of God. As in this Ark che 
Covenant of God was placed, ſo Chriſt was the Ark 
of the ſecond Covenant, in whom it was made and 
conſerved, the receptacle of the fulne(s of the Mer- 
cies of God, Coleſ. 1.19. For it pleaſed the Father that in 
him ſhould all Fulncſs dwell, Colol. 2. 3. In whom are 
hid all the Treaſures of Wiſaom and Knowledge. | 

Over this Ark was placed the Mercy Seat, the only 
place from which God appointed to meet with 42/er, 
and from thence to dilcover his Counlels to him, 
Gen, 25. 17, 22. The only Seat of God's Mercy to 
Mankind, is to be found in Chriſt : And to this Fa- 
brick of. the Mercy Seat wich Cherubims looking in- 
eo it, is that expreſſion of Peter touching the Myitery 
of Chriſt, 1 Pet. 1.22. Which things the Angels defrre to 
look, into, And all this within the Veil] : the great 
Covenant for the Redemption of Man, made from 
Ecernity, was within the Veil, before Chriſt appeared 
in the Fleſh. 

Theſe were placed within the Ve, in te mc holy 


Place. 
There 
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There were three Rooms in the Tabernacle: 1. The 

molt Holy Place, wherein the Ark ſtood , and the 
Mercy Seat over it, divided by the Veil from the reſt 
of the Tabernacle, Ex:d. 26. 33. Wherein the High 
Prieſt entered but once a year at the time of the ſo- 
tema Atonement, Exod 30.10. Levit. j6.2. 34. Heb.g.7. 
The next were the Santnary, wherein were the Golden 
Altar of Incenſe placed before the Veil, Exoa. 3o. 6. 
40.26, The Golden Table, whereupon was ſet the 
Slew Bread, placed on the North fide of the Sanctuary, 
thia. Verſe :2. {And the Golden Candleſtick, placed 
on the South {ide of the Sanctuary. bid. Verle 24. 
Then there was the Court of the Tabernacle, where 
the Altar for Burnt-Offerings was placed. And by 
tie door of the Tabernacle, is intended without the 
door of the Tabernacle, which the rather appears, be- 
caule the Laver of Braſs was put between the Altar 
and the door of the Congregation. And all theſe are 
tkewite thadows/of Chriſt. : 

And becauſe we find the Veil to be expreſly called 
the humane nature of Chriſt, Heb. 10. 20. And there- 
f:1e at the death of Chiiſt the Veil rent, A7arth. 27, 5r. 
Ve may juſtly conceive the Veſſels , that were contain- 
ed in the Sanctuary, to repreſent Chriſt in the Buſtnels 
of his Mediatorihip, which principally 1s applicable to 
Nm as he was Man : 

1. The Altar if Inccxſe made of pure Gold , upon 
which was to be offered a perpetual Mmcerſe before the 
Lord throughout their Generations, Exod, 3. 8. And 
this was placed before the Veil by the Ark and the . 
Mercy Sear, and| a peculiar Incenſe to be uſed in it, 
tat no Man might make the like, Exea. 30. 38. This 
doth clearly typihe the continual Faterceſſion of Chriſt, 
who cealeth not to make Ingerceſlion for us, Heb. 7. 25. 
And no other Mediation but his muſt be uſed, he is the 
only Name. This imports that Prieſtly Office of nb 
| | | s. The 
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2. The Table of Shew-Bread made alſo of pure Gold 
and a Crown of Gold round about, Exe, 25. 25. And 
Shew-bread ſet upon the Table before God always, 
importing as well that Regal Othce of Chriſt in hi 
Church, as that Fulneſs of all ſpiritual Bleſſings which 
11s in him ; and therefore he doth not unuſually ſtile 
himſelf the Bread of Life, and the Bread that came 
down from Heaven, oh» 6. 48. The magazine and 
ſtore of all Proviſions for the Neceſſities and Wants 
of all that believe in him, Colofc 1.19. For it pleaſed the 
Father, that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell. Ee 
3. The Golden Canaleftick having ſeven Branches, 
whereon were ſeven Lamps, which were to give Light 
in the Sanctuary, Exod 25. 37. This doth moſt clear- 
ly typifte that Prophetick Office of Chriſt, who was 
the Light of Men, 7obs 1. 4. John 8. 12. And theſe 
were the thre2 great Urentils of the Sanctuary , which 
queſtionlefs were ſignificative of more than to be hl 
Ornaments , otherwiſe there had not lain ſo ſpecial a 
charge upon Moſes, Exod, 25. 40. to follow precile| 
| his Pattern: and the rather we may collec theſe (igni- 
fications of them, in reſpect of che place where they 
were ſet, viz. not in the Holieſt of all, the Type of 
Heaven; bur in the Sanctuary, the Type of che Church, 
theſe Offices principally relating to the Church. 2 Cor, 
4. 6. The light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Chriſt. ” X ; 
To this we may add the Hoh Oyl, which was, to 
ſanctifie all the Veſlels,. Prieſts, and Tabernacle, - Exod, 
30.22,6c, This ſignifying that Unction of the Spirir.of 
God, which, asin a ſpecial meaſure it was pos out 
upon Chriſt, who was anomted with the Oyl of 
gladneſs above his Fellows, Heb. 1. g. ſo the fame. 
anointing from above, is that which ſandtifies þoth 
the Services and Perſons of his Church. And hence 
it is called pouring out his Spirit, A&- 2. 18, Not 
| | ;ng 
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ding on 1s his Spirit, Tit 3. 6. And the Spirit of Un- 
ion, 1 foby 2, 20. He which anvinted us is God, 
2) Cor. 1.21, 16h» 2. 27. The anointing that teacherh 
us all things, 1 Fo 3. 20. The Unction from the 
Holy One. 

Theſe were the Veſlels within the SanQuary : the 
ſpecial Yeſſels withour were the Altar of Burnt-Offerings, 
and the Laver placed between the Tent and the Altar, 
Exod, 40. 29, 30. 

The Altar of Barnr-Offerings, a Type of Chriſt, Heb. 
13.10, The Alar of his Divine Nature, that ſancti- 
fed the Offering, ec. Whatfoever toucheth it ſhall be 
holy, Exod. 29. 37. This Altar placed without the 
Tabernacle in the Court of the Tabernacle, where all 
the People came, typifying that univerſal Exhibition 
of this Sacrifice to all , and that the initiation of every 
Man into the favour and preſence of God , was to be 
_ thiough this Altar. God exhibited himſelf to the 
Prieſt and AZofes over the Mercy Seat, which was at 
che door of the moſt Holy; Bur co all the People the 
place of the manifeſtation of his preſence, was at the 
door of the Tabernacle over this Altar , Exed. 29. 42, 
43. And there will I meet with the children of Iſrael : 
And the ſuffering of Chriſt without the Gate , was not 
without ſome Kitſon to the placing of this. Altar 
without the Tabernacle , Yid? Heb. 13. 12. And as 
the ſituation of 'the Altar, ſo the Sacrihce upon this 
Altar, not without a Myſtery ; for befides thoſe many 
Sacrifices, which were diverfified according to the (e- 
veral natures of the Occaſion, here was one Sacrifice 
appropriate to this Altar, the continual Burnr-Offering, 
2 Lamb of the firſt year in the Morning, a Lamb of 
the firſt year at Even, Exod. 29. 38, Numb. 28. 3. And 
the Spirit of Trarh takes up this deſcription of Chriſt 
more frequently than any, wn 1.29. Behold the Lamb 


of God, that taketh away the fins of the world, 1 Pet. 1.19. 
| Reacemed 
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Redeemed with the precions blood of Chrift, as of a Lamb 
without blemiſh or ſpet, Revel. 5. 6. The Lamb that was 
ſlain, &C. Revel. 13, 8, The Lamb ſlain from the founds- 
tron of the world, 

And berween this Altar and the' SanQtuary ſtood 
the Laver of Braſs, not only typifying the Sacramental 
Initiation by Baptiſm z but that Purity and Cleanſing, 
that 15 required of all thoſe that partake of chis Alcar 
before they enter into the Sanctuary, fohn 3. 5. Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit , he cannot enter into 
che kingdom of Ged: As the Blood of Chriſt cleanſerh 
from the Guilt of our Sin, (o ir cleanſeth us from the 
Power of our Sin, before we are to expe an admiſlt- 
or! into the Sanctuary: It was as well Watet to cleanſe, 
as Bloud to expiate. | | 

- 6. The typifying of Chriſt in the Priefthevd of Aaron 
and his Succeſlors, High Prieſts: Divers 6f the Cere- 
monies, eſpecially in the Confectation of them, were 
meerly relative to their natural pollutions . and the 
clean(ing of them, Heb. » 27. Offering Sacrifices firſt 
for their own Sinsz ſuch was the:Sin-offering, Levit. vg. 
7. Levit. 8, *4. Others m ref&ence' ro their ſervice, 
and deſignation thereunto , and exerciſe chereof; as, 
their wathing with Water, Levie. 8, 6.. Their anoint- 
ing with the holy Oyl. 145d; Verſe 12. The Ram of 
Conſecration. 1bid, Verſe 22. Their reſidence at the 
door bf the Tabernacle, ſeven days. #44. Verſe 313. 
And ſome parts of his Gartnenes : But there were (otne 
things txt ina ſpecial manner were typical of -Chrilt. 


1, The Breaft-plate of Aron, beating the Names of 


the Children of J/-ael, called the Breaſt-plate of Judge- 
ment, Exod, 28, 29. And Aaron ſhall bear ths Names 
of the Children of Iſrael in the Breaft-plate of Judgment when 
he goeth into the holy place, for a memorial before the Lord 
continually : importing not only the -nearneſs bf the 


Charch , and redeemed of Ciilt unto him , bue _ 
15 $ 


in his Righteouſneſs before his Father. 

2. The Plate of Gold upon the Mitre, engraven with, 
Holineſs to the Lord, Exod. 28. 38. And it ſhall be upon 
Aaron s foreheid, that Aaran may bear the iniquity of their 
holy things , that they may be accepted before the Lord, As 


our Perſons are accepted by God in the Righteouſnels 


of Chriſt preſented for them to his Father; ſo our 
Services are accepted in the ſtrength of the ſame Me: 
diation , Chriſt preſenting our Prayers and Services to 
his Father, diſcharged of thoſe Sins and Defects , with 
which chey are mingled as they come from us. 

' 3. His Solemn Atonement , when he entred into the 
Holy of Holies , Levir. 16, Wherein we ſhall ob- 
ſerve, | 


1, A moſt ſpecial Recoyſecration almoſt of all the. 


things incident |ro that Service befote it was perform- 
ed : the Prieſt was to make an Atonement for him- 
ſelf by the Blood of the Bullock Verle 11. and for 


the Altar, Verſe 18. which fignifie that Purification 


of the Humane| Nature of Chriſt from all Sin Origt 
nal and Actual; from all Sin even in his Concepti- 


on , that ſo he might be 'a fit High Prieſt Heb. 7. 26. 


For ſuch a high pricft became us , whe 1s Holy, Harmleſs, 
Unacfiled, Separate from Sinners, and maae higher than the 
Heavens. The (difference was this, Aaron, notwuth- 
ſtanding his firſt Conſecration to his Office , needed 
a new Atonement when he entred into the Holy of 
 Holies, and exerciſed that high Type of Chriſt's Aſcen- 
fon and: Intercefſion : But Chrift , being once Con- 
ſecrate, neededino new Conſecration, Heb. 7. 28. For 
the Law maketh men High Prieſts which have infirmities, 
but the Word of the Oath , which was fince the Law, maketh 

the Son, who is Conſecrated for evermere. [* 
2. This was to be done but once in the year. Some 
ſervices had frequent iterations , but thoſe ſpecial Ser- 
| VICES, 
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his continual preſenting of their Names, their Perſons, 
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of thoſe things that' were to be done but once, 
chough remembred yearly ; fach was the killing of the 


Paſflover : Chriſt by one Offeting "hath perfefted them that 


are ſanftified, Heb. 10. 14.' ,* 
3. This great Atonement nt made but &y Blood, 


Heb. 9. 7, The high Prieſt entred nat without Blood, 


Li:it, 26. And this Atonement was' to - be made 
upon the Horns of the Altar, LZevir, 16, 18. viz. The 
Golden Altar of Incenſe Exod. 3o. to. Hence Chriſt 
called the Blood of ſprinkling,” Hebr. 12, 24. The 
| Offering, that was to be uſed in' this folemn Atone- 
' ment, for ſo much as concerned the Sins of the 
People were two Goats , which were to be preſented 
before the Lord, at the door of the Tabernacle, 
Levit. 16. 79. And Lots to be caſt, one for the Lord, 
the other for the Scape-Goat : the former was to be 
the Sin-offering for the People, and his Blood to 
be brought within the Veil; Verſe 23. And the 
other was to bear the Iniquity of the Children of 7/- 
racl , but to be ſent into the Wilderneſs. 16:4. Ver. 
21. Although in the Sacrifice of Chriſt his Body 
only died, and his Soul eſcaped , yet both were 
but one Sacrificez he did -bear our fins in both ; his 
Soul was heavy unto death , as well as his Body 
crucified ; and as God had prepared him a Body in 
order to this Sacrifice Heb. 10. 5. So he made his 
Soul an Offering for Sin, 1/a. 5 3. 10. 

4. As after all this, the Prie(t entred into the moſt 
Holy, and preſented this Blood of Reconciliation 
before the Mercy Seat, and no Man was to be in 
the Tabernacle when he goeth in, Levir. 16. 17, SO 
Chriſt, having trodden alone the vir of his 
Father's Wrath, J1ſaiah 6:. 3. Is entred into the Holy 
Place, not made with Hands-, now to -appear in the 

preſence 
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preſence of God for us, Hebr. 9. 24. And as the 
People did r prelerangel » by their Mediatour 
Aaron , paſs iro the Holieſt , fo our High Prieſt 
hath conſecrated for us Acceſs into the Holieſt by 
a new and living way, through the Veil of his Fleſh, 
Hebr. 10. 20, 'Whg, 4 Hank is our Advocate w ith | 
the Father, eh» 2. 1. To bear = Names -before 
lim, as the High Prieſt did the Names of 1/rae! 1 
ro preſent his own Blood before the Father of Mer- 
cy, as the High Prieſt 'did the Blood of the Sin- 
Offering before! the Mercy Seat; to bear the Int 
quity of our ho! Fig s, as the High Prieſt did 
upon his Forehead : fo likewiſe to prelent our Pray- 


ers to the Father, Epleſ. 2. 18. Through him we 
have acceſs by one elec unto the Father, 
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CHAP. VIL 


Of the Efficacy of the Satisfaition of Chriſt, and 
the Congruity of it to rieht Reaſon. 


'T HUS for the ſettling of our Minds in the Truth 
of Chriſt, we have conſidered of thoſe clear Pro- 
phecies and Types of Chriſt in the Old Teſtament : 
We now come to conſider ſome Particulars concerning 
this great work of our Redemption. 

1. Wherein conſiſts the Efficacy and Virene of Chriſt's 
Mediation and Sacrifice. 
£5 How it was effefted, Wherein we ſhall. conſ1- 

T1 
1. His Satisfaftion. 

2, The Application of this Satisfaction, in teference 
to the Father, his Interceſſion 3 in reference to us, bis 
Word, and Spirit. 

3- The Effeds and Conſequents of it. 

1. The Efficacy of this Satisfaction conſiſts in that 
free Acceptance by God of this Sacrihce of Chriſt, as 
a Satisfaction for the Sins of his Elect, and to be the 
pn of the Inheritance thereby purchaſed for them, 
Wy an eternal Contract. between the Father and the 
Son: for otherwiſe it were impoſſible of its own na- 
ture, that the Sacrifice of one could expiate for the 
fin of another. The tenor of this great Covenant 
between God and Chriſt was that the Son ſhould rake 
upon him Fleſh, ſhould fullfil the Law of our Crea- 
tion, ſhould ſuffer death , and riſe again, and that Al- 
mighty God weuld accept this as the farisfaction fer rhe 


{1ns of the righ:eous, and as the om of Eternal Life for 
2 . as 


| 
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as many as thould believe in him : This is effectually ; 
ſet Pro by che Word of Truth it ſelf , 7obn 6. 37, . 
38S, 39, 409. All that the Father giveth me ſhall come unto 4 
me , and him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, t 
for I came down from heaven not to do my own Will, but the þ 
will of him that ſent me; and this is the Father s will that 
hath ſent me , that of all which he hath given me , I ſhould f 
loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt day : 1 
Ana this is the will of him that ſent me, that every one 1 
which ſeeth the] Son , and believeth on him, may have eter- t 
lafting life, ard I will raiſe him up at the laſt ay: Its Fo; 
the Will of God, which is nothing but the Accept:- / 
ton of God: I John 4. 10. He ſent his Son to be the pro- ( 
pitition for our ſins : his ſending was his Acceptation, i þ 
Ie. 53.10. Ihen thou ſhalt make his ſonl an offering for a 
fm - there was|the Acceptation of the Facher : Again l 
on the Son's part: P/al. 40. 6, >. Burnt offering and ſin- ] 
: off ering haſt thou not re mired : then [aud I, Lo, I come, And 0 


the fame Word of 'Truth that tells us, /obn 3. 16, Th. 
Cod gave his only begetten Son, tells us again, 7ebn 10. 17, | 
I%, 7] lay diwn my lite that I may take it xp again, Ant 
this ſuſception of Chiiſt and acceptation of God, — 
though we repreſent it to our felves under {everal No- | 
tions, yet it was one indivitible and eternal Countlel 
of the Divine Majelty : A#-s 2. 23. Him being aelivertd | 
ty the acterminate connſel and fore knowleage of God : And | 
' this Purpoſe and Counſel of his only the proceed of 
his eternal and free Love: $» God loved the world, 
John 3. 16, 1[n|this was manifeſted the love of Gnd towards 
A. becarſc Le {ext , &c..- Put could the Pardon of 
Man's Sia and his attaining of Happineſs be had at 
no lower a rate? could not God have freely forgiven 
the oac, and given the other without this great mixing 
of Heaven and Earth in this wonderful Mylitery of the 
Sactitice of the Son of God ? 
As the orivihul Reſolution of all the Works and 
| Couunſcls 
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Counſels of God muſt be into his own good pleaſure, 
ſo eſpecially of this : Epheſ. 1,5, He hath: predeſtina- 
ted wes to the adoption of children by feſus Chriſt to himſelf, 
according to the good pleaſure of his Will, Yet we do 
find ſome Congruity of Right Reaſon in this courſe of 
Man's Redemption. 

1. To magnifie to all the World the Glory of his 
free Grace , Epheſ. 1. 6. and to take "9 all pofſibi- 
lity of boaſting in the ſubje& of this Redemption : 
Epheſ. 2, $8. By Grace are ye ſaved through Faith, ard 
that not of your ſelves; it is the gift of God, not of works, 
leſt any man ſhould boaſt, -1 Cor. I. 29. That no fleſh 
ſhould glory in his preſence, The Dependence that all 
Creatures, eſpecially Man , have upon the Creator, 
both in their Being and Perfection , doth moſt juſtly 
and reaſonably challenge from the reaſonable Crea- 
cure, a free Retribution of Acknowledgment of his 
Dependence upon the Goodneſs of God; and it is an 
affection of the greateſt Congruity. that is imaginable : 
fa we ſee how {ſoon Man forgor that duty, and would 
- be independent upon his Lord, Now when Man had 

concluded all his Poſterity under {in, then for God 
freely to give ſuch a Price of Redemption , as it ma- 
gnifies the Freenels and Cooney of his Goodneſs, (o ic 
doth ingage lapſed Man to the. everlaſting Acknow- 
ledgment of the Free Grace of God in reltoring him, 
that ſo God may be all in all. 

2. To magnifie the Exquiſiteneſs of his 7«ftice; In 
that dreadful Proclamation of the Name. of God, 
Exed, 34. 6, 7. we find a ſtrange mixture of his Mercy 
and Juſtice: Forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin, and 
that will by no means clear the gmilty : and both parts el- 
ſential to his Name. Such a Way then muſt be for. 
Man's Reſtoration that may evidence his Mercy in. 
pardoning, as well as his Juſtice in puniſhing Sin :. 


Chriſt was made fin for #s, who knew no ſin, that we 
O 3 mithe 
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might be made the righteouſneſs of "God in him , 2 Cor, o, 

21, And being made Sin for us, was likewiſe made 

a Curſe for us, Galar. 3:13. Here we have him par. * 

doning Iniquity , Gran, ve /and fin of Men, and. 
50h 


yet not ſparing his own hen he bore the imputed 
guile of our (1ns. | 

3. To magnife the plory of his wiſdom, The ad-_ 
mirable Fabrick of the World ſpeaks abundantly the 
Wiſdom of our Creator ; but all this was inferiour 
and ({abſervient unto this great Buſinefs: 1 Cor. 1. 24. 
Chrift the Power of God and the Wiſdom of God: 1 Pet. 1, 
22, A Buſineſs for the inquiry and ſpeculation of An: 
gels, Epheſ. 3. 10. The. manifold Wiſdom of God: 
the Guy of the Creation, Colof. 1. 16, All things created 
by him and for him, Cole. 1, 20. to reconcile all things 
to himſelf, whether they be things in Heaven, or 
things in Earth . Epheſ. 1. 10. That he might gather 
rogether in one all things in Chriſt. The ſum of this 
Myſtery we have, 1 7m. 3.16. God manifeſted in the 
fleſh juflificd in the Spirit , ſeen of | Angels, preached to 
the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received into plory, 
In this pen frame of Man's Redemption, we ſee the 
Counſel of God ſtrangely executed , his ancient Pro- 
miſes fulfilled , the Shadows and Types of the Law 
unveiled , the breach of the righteous Law of God pu- 
mihed, the Righteouſneſs thereof fulfilled, the Juſtice 
of God ſatisfied, his Mercy glorified, his Creature par- 
doned, juſtified, glorified; all thoſe difficulties, intri- 
cacies, and confultons, which came into the world by 
the fin of Man, extricated, ordered, and falved ; the 


even ſeeming Diſappointments and Fruſtrations of the 
Love of God to Man , and the glory of God in him, 
umproved to the higher manifeſtation both of his Love 
and Glory. This is the Lord's doing, and let it eyer be 
marvellous in our Eyes, | | 


F 
bo 


4. The 
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4. The Congruity of it, even to that nature that is 
in Man. The great God could have over-ruled his 
Creature. to his own Will by his vown Power y but he 
rather chaleth to. bring han up unto him by- ſuch 
means 4s are congruous ro: the nature of his Creature, 
and let in a ſupernatural: Light and :Life by natural 
means and inſtruments, The Son of God takes upor 
him Fleſh, and in his Fleſh reveals the way and means 
of Life: 1 john 1, 1. That which inas fron the beginning, 
which we have heard; mhich we fave ſeen; with dur ejes, 
which we have looked npon;;} 8c, In; this Pleth he evi- 
denceth his Love ro Mankind, ſuffers ; dies for them. 
As the Diſcovery of the Truch by him was-moſt pro- 
portionable to our miaiiner of Underſtanding, 'ſo was 
that Love which he ſhewed to us moſt winning upon 
our Wills : 1» this is the love of God made manifeff', thab 
when we were enemies Chrift died for mrs Greater ldve thaw 
this, ſheweth no Man, 'Thas he winneth/ us witty the 
cords: of Love , and maketh. us willing i. <e:day 
of his Power , eſpecially when this Light and'Love is 
carried home to the Heart with the ſtrengeh''of his 
own powerful Spirit. 

Man is a compounded Creature of Senſes, Paſſions, 
and Spiritz and though his Excellence conſiſt in the 
latter , and to the higher Perfection he atrains , the 
more ſpiritual he is; yer as he-owes even the (eryice of 
his more inferiour Faculties to his Lord, ſo they were 
not ulſeleſly placed in him, even in reference ta his 
ſupreme End : there is the Exceſs, uſually Man is in- 
ordinate in the former, eſpecially his Senſes, and that i 
muchevidenced by the pronenels of Man to dolatry and 
ſenſuat Worſhip, Exod. 32. 1. Make us gods that may go 
before us : this Malady the Wiſe God, that knows our 
frame, doth not only cure with ſevere Comminations 
and Prohibitions, but diverts it : he gave, the Jews 
outward Sacrifices and Gs? Ta hach given , 

us 


4 
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us Chriſtians his Image in his Son, to divert us from 
Idolatryz his! Love and Compaſhon . revealed even 
in our own fleſh, .to take up our AﬀeRionsz and 

'et by theſe leads us up to a higher pitch, oh» 6. 63, 

iven by ſenſual Objes- and Expreſſions he leads up - 
to (piritual : /r is the Spirit. that quickens, the fleſh profit- 
eth nathing : the words that I ſpeak unto you, they are Spirit, 
and they are Life, And this 1s moſt evident in the whole 
Life of Chriſt; for though he ſtill winds up his Audi 
cors to the high and ſpiritual conceptions, yet he'is con- 
tented to uſe thoſe motives that work upon the Senſes 
and Paſſtons : Miracles, Tears, Parables, Importuni- 
ties, Signs, diverſity of Tongues, Viſtons of Angels, 
fenſual Convictions to Thewas, Fohn 20. 27. Reach hither 
thy finger, and bebold my hands : and to all his Diſciples, 
Lutke 24. 39. Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I my 
felf. Thus, although the. Power of God could have 
wrought his Work in his by an immediate hand , he 
rather. chuſeth ſuch Means as may bear Congruity with 
ehe humane and reaſonable Nature of his reaſonable 
Creatures, [5 
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CHAP. 'VIEE 


Of the great Work of our Redemption, What. it is; 
How effeited ; and for whom, 


OW we come to conſider the great Work it 
ſelf of our Redemption by Chriſt : 


1. What it 1s? - 
2. How effected? | T7 
3. For whom? 
4. How applyed? 5 
5. The Effes wrought by it, 


1, For the firſt: Man, by his Sin incurred a Guile 
which bound him over, 1. To a neceſſity of loſing the 
Favour and Preſence of God, which was to be at- 
rained and kept only by Obedience 2. To a neceſſity 
of undergoing the wrath of God as the juſt reward of 
his Diſobedience. That Redemption that we now 
con(1der, muſt ſupply both theſe. 

1. There muſt be a deliverance from that Wrath, 
which was juſtly ſentenced upon a for his Diſobe- 
dience : And becauſe it is impoſſible thac the Puniſh- 
ment could be removed , unleſs the Guilt were like- 
wiſe removed , ſome courſe muſt be taken to remove 
that Guile : And becauſe the Guile of any one e 
doth everlaſtingly diſable that perſon, that hath con- 
tracted it, to avoid or expiate itz and puts it wholly 
and Sei aig in the power of that Perſon that is 
offended, to be judge of his own SatisfaQion 3 for if 
it were imaginable, that an offender could = the- 
- ucure 


/ 


' 


ſacure as far out-at his Duty, as in his Offence he 
came ſhort of it, it is not conceptible to be ſatisfacto- 
'Ty without the acceptation of him that is offended : 
hence it is, that unle(s our offended Creator, to whom 
we owe our Obedience to the utmoſt extent of our 
Beings , accept |a Satisfaction for our Guilt, it 1s not 
poſſible , nor imaginable, that the Guilt of any one 
Sin can receive any Expiation. Ie is true, he might 
have releaſed it of his abſolute Power without any 
Satisfaction, but that he would not do, as is before 
thewen ; then that he accepted any SatisfaQton 'it 
a wonder of Metcy z but that he ſhould propound it 
himſelf, and ſuch a Satisfaction as Chriſt, and to ac- 
cept it, it is a \'Wonder of Wonders. And for this | 
reaſon the foundation of our Redemption is ever at- 
tributed to the Love of God: 1 fohn 3. 1. Behold what 
marner of love the Father hath beſtowed wpon ns. 1 John 4. 
9. In this was manifeſted the love of God towards ns, becauſe 
God ſent bis only begetten Son into the. world, that we might 
tive through him, 2 Cor. 5. 19. God was in Chriſt re- 
ronciling the world unto himſelf , not imputing their treſpaſ- 
ſes to them: The very foundation -of Man's Redem- 
ption from his Guilt and Punithment by Chriſt, was 
the Love of God in ſending , and accepting his Son's 
Sarisfaction. 

2. But if we had only a :Remiſſion of our Guilt, 
- though that might have removed our Puniſhnient, ic 
had not cured Our Loſs: therefore to ſet Man right 
there muſt not only be the removal of the Wrath of 
God, which made us miſerable, but his Favour an 
Reconciliation, without which we could not be hap- 
py. And becauſe, though our Debt were paid , yer 
we could never come to the Fayour and Acceptance 
of God, unleſs his Image, the Rule which he planted 
in Man to attain Happineſs, were again reſtored to 
Man : and becauſe that is impoſſible for us to do, = 
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by our Sin contrated Blindneſs as well as Guilt, and 
Weaknels as well as Blindneſs: and therefore 45 WE 
muſt up to our Creator for Acceptation of Satisfation 
for our Guilt, Q we mult. to him to provide our 
Righteouſneſs. we hag. found Chriſt Sin for 
uSs 2 Cor. 5. 21, Tots riſt a Cur OR Cugt 13- 
before we could be fad 3 jo our Curſe; ſo had 
we found that ye had beer Fo ſhort of our H 
neſs, unleſs we Fe alſo found him as well our Riz -þ 
ouſneſs as our Redemption, 1 Cor, 1. 30. As well our 
_ Victory, 1 Cor, 15: 57. as our Deliverer Tom, the 
Wrath to come, 1 Theſ, 1, 10, As well our Life, 
 Colefe. 3. 4, 8s our Deliverance from Deathz as Sel 
our Puritier as our Redemption from Iniquity + Tit. 
I4 as well out Peace, Hpheſe 2, 14. as our Pricez 
as well the Price of our purchaſed Inheritance ,. as 
the Price of our Ranſom, » Cor. 6; 20. As well our 
Tranſlator into his own am. as the Mopreres 
from the powet of Darkneſs , Clef; 1. 13. And thi 
as the former, we owe likewiſe in the original and 
foundation of it to rhe free 10vs and Acceptation 0 
God, 1 Cer. 1. 30. Chriſt of :Gad is made Righteou 
neſs, and has ore called the Righteouſneſs of. God 
by Faich, Phil. 3. 19. Wichout this free Love 0 
God, as it is impoſſible to imagine a Mediator be- 
tween God and Man, ſo much more is it im 
to imagine how the Ri ef of «ga A: x fn iator 
m__ be the yer. nels 
ur Redemption and Salvation. 
ep ar ſtrength from the gy Gl 


' 2. How this Redemption preteens was imme- 
diately effefed : wo was thus : The Eternal £5 
took upon him the Nature of Man in the: 1 


ſinful: Man ; 
{poder 


Perſon, -and in our Nature 6 fall that that Righnroue 
mag which We were bopnd to 
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take our Guilt, |and underwent the Puniſhment dae co; 
that Guile, which was accepted of God as the'Satif. 
faction for the |{fins of the Ele&, for'the Remiſſton' 


of their {ins3; and his Righteouſneſs accepted as the 
Righteouſnels of thoſe, for whom he ſo ſatisfied ; 
whereby he did| not only. aboliſh Izath ( the GCurfe 
due to our fins) but brought Life and Immortality to: 
light, 2 77m, 1. 10. This Truth we ſhall et down in 
theſe ſeveral Poſitions. T- Ef 
1 That Chriſt the Mediator. was perfe Ged, the 
Ecernal begotten Son of God, one Eternal. Eſſence 
with the Father: His Name, /7/a. 9.-6. The mighty 
God, the Everlaſting Father : farth; 1. 23. Emma- 
nuel. atth, 16. 16. Thox art Chriſt the Son of the li- 
ving Ged, that great Confeſſion of Peter aſſerted by 
Chriſt himſelf : 'ohn TI. 14. The Word was God, and the 
Word was made Fleſh : John yo. 30. I and the Father are 
one : John 17. F.| Glorifie me with thy own ſelf , with that 
giory which I had with thee before the world was : John 14. 
9. + e that hath ſcen me hath ſeen the Father : 1 Tim. 3. 
16. God manifeſt in the fleſh: 1 Tim. 6. 15. King of 
kings, and Lord of lords + Heb, 1. 3. The brightneſs of the 
Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon : Colol. 
1.15, 16. The image of the inviſib/e God by whom all 
things were created and conſiſt : Clef; 2. 9, In him 
dwelleth all rhe fulneſs of the| Godhead bedily : Phil. 2. 6. 
Feing in the form of God, thought it no yobbery to be equal with 
God : As 20. 28. Ye are redeemed with the Blood of 
God : 7ohn 8.59. Before Abraham was I am: And thoſe 
{ſpeeches of our Saviour which ſeem to import an in- 
equality between the Father and the Son, are not to 
be underſtood in reference to this Nature of Chriſt ; 
but in reference to his Ofhce of Mediator, or to his 
Perſon in reference to the Humane Nature: 7ohn 14; 
23. Te wonld rejoyce, becanſe I ſay 1 go to my Father, fer 
my Father is greater than 1: For as the Divine TOY, 
| O 
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of Chriſt was never disjoyned from the Father , ſo ic 
went not to him Yadav my Father is greater than 
1, muſt be ſpoken in reference to him under that Na- 
ture, which was, To go to the Father. 22 
2. That Chriſt was perfe# Mar, conſiſting of a rea- 
ſonable Soul : AMatth. 26. 38, My Soul 5s exceeding ſor- 
rowfnl\, even unto death : and of a humane Body » CVER 
after his RelurreCtion : Luke 24. 39, A ſpirit hath not 
| fleſh and bones, as ye ſee me have: and this Humane 
Nature ſubject to natural Paſſions : he was ſorrowful, 
hungry, ſenſible of painz and_Heb. 4. 15. tempted in 
all things as we are, yet without fin: he was ſubject 
to the Infirmities of our Nature, not to the Diſtem- 
pers of our Nature. This Humane Nature he took of 
the Virgin Mary, and fo was truly the Seed of Abra- 
ham : But this by. a miraculous Procreation by the im- 
mediate Power of God, Matth. 1. 20, and that with- 
out the contagion or guiit of any fin: As he did no 
- fin, nor guile was found in his mouth, 1 Per. 2. 22. ſo 
he knew no (ſin, 2 Cor. 5. 21. And if he had had an 
Guilt of his own , then he could not have been a fic 
Sacrifice or Prieſt for us, 1 Per. 1.19. A Lamb without 
ſpot or blemiſh: Heb. 7. 26. For ſuch a high-prieſt became 
us, who is holy, harmleſs, nndefiled, G&C. 
3. That both theſe Natwres were united in the Perſon 
of Chriſt our Mediator, yet without any confuſion of 
Natures, and the conjunction fo ſtrict, that in both 
Natures he was but one Mediator. And hence it is, 
that many of: thoſe things that were properly to be at- 
tributed tro one Nature, and not to the other, are 
afhrmed of the Perſon of Chriſt, under the Notion 
proper to the other Nature of Chriſt: ( AR-s.20. 28. 
Te are redeemed with the blood of God: there the at 0 
the Humane Nature is attributed to the Perſon of 
Chriſt in the Notion of the Divine Natute : Again, 
fuln 3,13. No man hath aſcended into Heaven, but he that © 
| \ Came 
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came down from Heaven, even the Sou of man, which 3: in 
_ Heaven, yet that Nature jof the Son of man was not 
then in Heaven - Bur fo ſtrict is this perſonal Union, 
that whatſoever is affirmed concerning one Nature, 
may be-affirmed of the whole Perſon of the Media- 
tor z bur yet ſo diſtin are the Natures that nothi 
that is affirmed concerning one Nature can be rene 
of the other Nature : the eternal Son of God dyed 
for us, but the! Deity of. the Soh of God dyed not : 
Herein we therefore conclude, 

1. That both Natures were united into one Perſon. 

2. That both) Natures thus united made up but one 
Mediatour, and fo both Natures united into one Office, 
as well as into one Perſon. 

3. That notwithſtanding the uniting of both Na- 
tures into one Perſon and Office, yer are there acts or 
things that properly belong to one Nature, which do 
not belong to the other : thus the Father is ſaid to be 
preacer than the Son, 7oim 14. 28. in reference to his 
huniane Nature ; Mark 1 3. 32. Brut of that day and howr 
knoweth no man, no not the Angels which are in Heaven, nei. 
ther the Son, but the Father : Yor although the Natures 
were united in 'one Perſon, yet it is not imaginable 
that the fullne(s of the Divine Nature was communi- 
cated to the humane ; for that were to make the hu- 
mane Nature of Chriſt infinite, and not fo much aſſu- 
med unto as converced into:the Divine Nature;and then 
it had been impoſſible he could have ſuffered, or have 
had any Eclipſe | of the light of his Fathers Counte- 
nance, as he did in his bitter cry upon the Croſs; ar 
which time without all queſtion there was not. nor 
could be any intermiſſion of Communion between the 
Divine Nature of Chriſt and his Father : So in his ſuf- 
fering his humane Nature only ſuffered. 

4 Alchough the ſufferings and actions of his hu- 
mane Nature were not to be attnbuted to his Divine 

it Nature, 
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Nature, yet they are to be attribured ro the whole 
Perſon of Chrilt z for the Union of both Natures in 
one Perſon, added that invaluable value even to the 
 (ufferings and actions projet attributable to his'tw- 
mane Nature : the man Chriſt was the , but 
the God Chriſt was the Altar, that ſanctified that of 
fering 3 for had not the Divine Nature added that value 
to his Righteouſneſs and Death, it had been impoſſi- 
ble that it could be meritorious z the Death of a moſt 
;1nnocent Perſon may bring a Guilt upon them thar' in- 
Aict it, not a merit for another unleſs, cloathed with a 
higher worth than Innocence. 

4. That there was a Ne char Chriſt ſhould 
have both Natures, and both Natures thus united it 
one Perſon : This includes three Neceſhries. 

1. The neceſhty of an Humane Nature. It is true, 
that God could of his abſolute power have reſtored 
man without the intervention of any thing but his own. 
Will: but as in all his works he holds fuch a courſe, 
as his Wifkdom, Goodneſs, and Juſtice are confpicu- 
ous and legible, ſo eſpecially in this excellent work of 
our Redemption there is an admirable order and cor- 
gruity 1n all the paſſages of ir. 

The Children of Adam had a threefold Union in 
him : a Specihcal Union, as being of the ſame ſpeci- 
fical Nature with him 3 a Virtual Union, being all in- 
cluded in him; and a Repreſentative Union in that 
p_ Covenant of Nature, which Ads» made witty 

is Creator : and fo all partaked of the conſequences 
of his Diſobedience: Death went over all, 1 Cor. rg. 
4, 22, As in Adam all die, ſo in Chrift ſhall all be made 
alive : There was therefore an Union of Natures be- 
rween the Redeemer and Redeemed, Heb: 2. 16, 17. 
For werily he took not on him the Nature of Angels, but the 
Seed of braham : wherefore it beheved him to be mm all 
things like nnte his Lr.thren, &c, There 15 likewiſe 2 
Virtual 
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Virtual and: Repreſentative Union between the Re- 
deemer and Redeemed : and this could not have been 
without that Natural Union which was between them, 
thouzh not-merely by it, as ſhall appear hereafrer ; 
hence Chriſt and his Church one Body, Rom. 12, 5, 
1 Cor. 12.12, 27] Epheſ. 1.23. Coloſ. 2.19. they grow 
up into him in all things, |Ephe/. 4. 13. By Virtue of 
this Union it is that when ogg being made {in for us 
was crucified, our Old man was crucified with him, 
Rom, 6. 6. the ſame Spirit that quickened Chriſt quick- 
eneth us to the |firſt Reſurrection, Rem. 8. 11. and to 
the ſecond Reſutrection, 1 Cor. 15. 20. they are Sons 
and Heirs of God by Virtueof this Union, Rom. 8. 17. 
Gal. 4. 7. their Aflictions till up the meaſure of Chriſt's 
Afflictions,. Colef. 1. 24. and he reckons their ſufferings 
his, and Compathons to them eſteemed as done to 
ro him, Aatth. 25. 44. | their Ulnion to tlie Fa- 
ther is through their Union! to him, which is one with 
_ the Father, 7ohn 17. 22, 23+ That they may be one, as we 
are ones: 1 1s thens and they in me, Now though It 1s 
certain, that this Union groweth by another means than 
the bare copundtion of our Nature, yet here is the 
congruity : Chriſt is united unto us by our Nature, 
we to him by his;Spirit - fo that the Unity of Nature 
with us holds a congruity with that Union which was 
berween the firſt| Adam and us. 

Again ſuch was the Will of God, that the Expia- 
tion of our Sins ſhould not be without a Sacrihice, 
Heb. 9. 22, Without ſhedding of Blood no remiſſion : It was 
neceſlary therefore that he thoald have a Body prepa- 
red him, which, might be a Sacrihce for t1n. | 
Again we ſee in all the works of God, though he 
was at his Pleaſure to interpolſe his own immediate 
Power, yet he uſeth means| con-natural to the Subject 
upon which he works : And hence it 1s, that our Re- 
deemer works upon all that is Rational in man : - 

US 
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his Teaching he taught convincingly, with ſound Rea- 
ſon; in his Perſwaſtons with Tears, with Miracles, 
wich Promiſes, with Threatnings, with' a free laying 
down of his Life for us, ' when we were Enemies : 
Theſe could not be communicated in a way proportios 
nable to our Nature, but from him that bore our Na- 
cure. 
2. The neceſſity of the Divine Nature : Queſtion- 
le(s the humane Nature of Chriſt had as exa&t a re- 
gularity and innocence, as in the Creation 'was placed 
in -/dem ; but that could not be capable alone of a 
Merit bevond it ſelf : there was a neceſlity of a per- 
ſonal Digniry in Chriſt, more than could be found in 
the created Nature of man, to make his Righteouſneſs 
and Sufferings meritorious for others z for it mult be a 
Ughteouſnels more than commen(urate toall the un- 
righteouſneſs of Men, and: a Satisfaction more than 
commenſurate to all the Demeric of men : This had 
been impoſſible, if that Righteouſnels and that Satis- 
faction had received their yalue from any thing below 
the Divine Nature ; hence is that Exprefſtom, Ar 25: 
28, Take heed, GC. to feed the Church of Goa, which he 
hath purchaſed with his own Blood, (71 

And as it was neceſſary ' in reſpe& of his Righte- 
ouſneſs and Satisfaction, ſo in reſpect of the continu- 
ed Exigences of his people, Epheſ/. 2. 18. throngh him we 
have acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father : He could” not 
be a perfet Mediator unle(s he had aclear Acquain- 
tance with all the Exigences of his people, unleſs he 
could be preſent with them in all their Fears, deſpon- 
dences, Temptations, and Neceflitiesz whichrequires, 
the co-exiſtence of the Divine Nature. 


5. We ſay that the Eternal word did in the appoin- 


ted time take fleſh of the Virgin iato the Uni of one 
Perſon. This was that infinite Motion of the Love of 


God, viz. Firſt to become Man for us, and then to 
P become 


"Iv 


210 Of the Kyowledge of Goa, PART IT. 


become Sin for us. The manner of the Incarnation 
of Chriſt we cannot diſcover : every work of God is 
paſt 'our diſcovery , much: more this admirable work. 
And by this Birth of Chriſt he cook upon him the 
Nature of man, but not any Original or inherent Sin 
or Guilt, becauſe by a miraculous Genetation : the 
very ſubſtance was purified, Luk, 1. 35. ihat holy thing 
which ſhall be born of thee, &Cc. and ha very Birth of 
Chriſt was part þf his Satisfaction, becauſe part of his 
Humiliation, Phil. 2.5. He made himſelf of no Reputati- 
07, and took npon him the form of a Servant, and was made 
i» the likeneſs of \Men, Heb. 2. 9. was made lower than the 
Angels : So that in his Conception and Birth wwe find, 
1. His Satisfaction z 2. His Righteonſnels. 

6. We ſay, The whole Lite of Chriſt, till his Paſſion, 
had theſe three parts in it, iz. Satisfaction by way of 
Suffering 3 2. Satisfaction -by way of Righteouſneſs ; 
and 3. Inſtruction : and theſe three were the great 
Eras of his Life! þ 

1. | or his Suffering part : Chriſt, being born with- 
out Sin, and perfectly frained to the image of God, 
could not in Juſtice be liable to any of thoſe conſe- 
quences that fellupon Adam or his poſterity by Sin, be- 
cauſe every Affliction ot what kind ſoever, is but are- 
eurn upon the Creature of the Fruit of his obliquity : 
cherefore fince we have concluded him ' without Sin, 
he could not be of himtelf mericorioutly obnoxious 
ro any thing that had the Nature of Puniſhment init; 
therefore we mult conclude, that thoſe inconveniences 
of his Life -were Satisfactory. Ir is time thoſe de- 
fects of humane Nature, which are not only conſe- 
guents of Sin, bur have in chem the Nature of Sin, 
as ditorder of Paſſions, fell not upon Chriſt, but ſuch 
as were merely conſequents of Sin : Chriſt did ſuffer 
in his Life; he became of no Repuration, and took 
upon him the form of a Servant, Zphe/c 2. 7, Subject 

; ro 
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to ſcorns, the Carpenters Son, Marth. 14. 55. 4 Friend 
to Publicans and Sinners, A/ath. 11. 19. caſting out 
Devils by Beelzebub 14arh. 12. 24. aSamaritan, and 
having a Devil, 7eh» 8.48. a Friend to Publicans and 
Sinners, Matth, 11.19. ſometimes ready to be ſtoned, 
Zohn 8. 59. had not whereto lay his Head, Matth. 8, zo. 
and all this meritorious, 2 Cor. 8. 9. for our ſakes be- 
came poor, that we through his Pozerty might be 
made rich : tempted in the Wilderneſs by the Devil: 
And theſe Sufferings in the Life of Chriſt, as they 
were part of his Satisfaction, ſo they are part of our 
Comfort, Heb. 2.18. For that he himſelf hath ſuffered 
being tempted, he is able to ſuccour them that are temptea , 
[Heb. 4. 15. a High Prieſt touched with the feeling of 
our Infirmities : hence are thoſe paſſtonate Expreſſions 
of his Compaſſion even to his infirm Members, 1/a. 
40.11. He ſhall gather the Lambs 'with his Arm, and carry 
them in his Boſom, and ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with 
young, Ia.42.3. A bruiſed Reed ſhall he not break. Ila.63:; 
9. In all their - ſfliftions he was Affiitted, and the Angel 
of his Preſence ſaved them. /Aarth. 1, 29; Come wnte 
me, GC.” for I am meek and lowly of heart, 

2. The ſecond great End of Chriſt's incarnation 
was that he might fulfil the Law and Will of God 
as well in the Command, as in the Type, Marth. 5, 19. 
[ came not to deſtroy the Law, but to fulfil it ; For as it was 
requiſite that he (hould be free from Sin, ſo ic was 
neceſlary he ſhould fultil all Righteouſnels : and as the 
Imputation of our ſins unto him, is that which clean- 
ſeth us from the Guilt of our ſin, ſo the impucation of 
this Righteouſneſs unto us 15 that which makes our 
Perſons accepted in the fight of God : hence he is 
cailed, The Lord of &ighteouſneſs, fer. 23. 6. And Chriit 
of God 1s made unto us Righteouſnels, as well as Re- 
demprtion, 1 Cor. 1. 30. Grace reigned through Righ- 


ceouſneſs by Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 5. 21. anJ the imputa- 
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tion of this Righteouſneſs is that which perfects our 


Peace with God, Rom. 5. 1. By the Righteouſneſs of one 


the free Gift came wpon all to ſuſtification, Rom. 5, 18, 
And thus, though it were the Righteouſneſs of the 
liumane Nature, yet it is called the Righteouſneſs of 
God by Faith; Phil. 3. 9, And this Righteoulneſs vf 
Chriſt was that exact |Conforinity- ro the Will of 
God, in which God was well pleaſed with us, as well 
as him. Now it was impoſſible for any to fulfil that 
Righreouſnelſs,| which was the Righteouſneſs of a re. 
r onal and humane Nature 3 bur he that had a rational 
an humane Nature : as the Righteouſnels of any 


thing below the humane Nature, bears not a propor- 


tion to the Righteouſnels of a humane Nature, ſuch 
ate the Regularities of | the ſenſitive and vegetative 
Nature 3 fo the Righteouſneſs of any Nature above 


the humane Nature could not be ſuitable for 
us : Thus the Righteouſneſs of an Angelical Nature, 


3s not proportipnable to the exigence of our Natures; 
the Law which was giyen to our Natures cannot 
ſquate with theirs, for that Law was fitted ro our 
whole Compoſirzm ; therefore it was neceſlary for Chriſt 
to fulfil ſuch a|Righteouſnels as might hold propor- 
tion to thoſe for whom it was intended, and this could 
be no other than that Righteouſneſs which mult be 
performed in the Life of! an humane Nature. 

3. The third|great work of Chriit's Life was for 
an Inſtruction and that double : 

1, Of Example: In thole ſeveral Vertues that are 
proper for the [humane Nature ; eſpecially in Meek- 
e's, AMatth, 11.29, Learniof me, for Tam meek : In Hu- 
mility and Obedience, / hl. 2.5. Let the ſame mind be 
in you 4s was in Chriſt, who being, &c. humblca him- 


(elf and became obedient ; Forgetfulnets of. Injuries, Colef- 


3-13. : Fergiving one ancther, even as Chrift forgave you : 
Patience in f(utitring, 1 Per. 2,21. For even hereunto 
| are 
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are ye called, becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for ns, leaving ns 
an Example that ye ſhould follow his Example, who whea he 
was reviled, &c. And this conformity to the Practi- 
cal part of Chriſt's Life is called the Mind of Chit, 
1 Pet. 4.1. The following of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 11. 1. 
The Life of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 4. 11. That the Life of Chriſt 
[4 might be made manifeſt in our mortal Fleſh: The 
| being changed into his Image, 2 Cor. 3. 18. The grow- 
ing up into him in all things, even to the meaſure of 
the Stature of his fulneſs, Ephe/.4.13,15. Now this 
Exemplary Life could not be given us, but in our own 
Nature, and yet without it we had been without a 
moſt rational means of pleaſing God, and fo arriving 
at our Happinels : the Pattern of the Tabernacle, thac 
Moſes ſaw in the Mount, was of as great uſe to him 
in framing it as the particular Di#tamina concerning 
If. : 
2. Of Doctrin : The Will of God concerning man 
was in effect obliterated ; Partly, by the corruption 
and decay of our Nature by ſin; Partly, by the juſt 
Judgment of God in withdrawing himſelf and that 
light which Man had abuſed : And as in rhe Principles 
of Truth, man became defective, fo in the Principles 
of Practice, Roms, 1, 21, 26, God gave them up to vile 
affe&iens , inſfomuch that among the very fews who 
had the very Counſels of God among them, the very 
Principles of their known Laws were adulterated and 
corrupted. Now for this purpole was Chriſt born, 
as he teſtifies of himſelf, 7ohn 18. 37. To this end was 
I born, ana for this end came 1 into the World, that I ſhould 
trar Witneſs wnto the Truth; and as he was the Light of 
the World, as he affirms of himſelf, 1 7oh» 8. 12. fo 
he was furniſhe with a Do&trin from God, 7ehn 7. 16. 
Ay Doftrin 1s not mine, but his that ſent me, John 7.16. 
and with a Power of delivery beyond the Power of 


a mere Man, 7ohn 7.46, Never man ſpake like this man, 
P 3 and 
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and Matth. 7. 29. He taught as one having Authority, and 
met as the Scribes, | 
And thus we may obſerve, that ialthough the great 
God could have taught by a Miracle by his abſolute 
power , yet he chooleth to reveal his truth to his 
Creature by means appolite to our Nature : the' Son 
of God cloaths himſelf with Fleſh and Blood , and 
teaches Man the way to his Happineſs, as one Man 
ceacheth another , though we muſt not exclude that 
powerful Co-operation of his mighty Spirit, that ſtrikes 
uP0n our Spirits, even when his Word ſtrikes upon our 
Es, And herein the Phariſees ſpoke truth even a- 
Etn{t their own Wills, | Math. 22. 26. Thou teacheſt 
the way cf Goa 17 Truth, For God in thele laſt times 
hath ſpoken to] us by his| Son, Heb. 1. 2. and reveal- 
ed unto us the whole Counſel and Will of his Fatehr 
CONCe;ning us :| For he ſpoke not of himſelf, but the 
Vater which ſent him gave him Commandment what 
he ſhould fay,| 7ehn 12. 49. And that this Doctrin of 
his might receive a Teſtimonial from Heaven it was 
confined with! Miracles. and with fuffrages from Hea- 
ven, {coin 12.30. Ibis J ice came not becauſe of me, but 
fr werr ſabes, Now among divers Particulars of the 
Dotrin of Clift, we may obſerve thele great Maſter- 
Jeces | | 
| | 1. InſirnEing us, that | there is a higher end for che 
Sons of Men to arrive unto than temporal Felicity in 
this Life, 72. Blefledneſs|exprefs'd in thoſe ſeveral Ex- 
p:eflions of his, Marth. 5. 3,4. &c. The Kingdom of 
Heaven, Comfort, Fulnefs, fight of God, &c. And in 
order to this great Doctrin are thoſe ſeveral Docrines 
of the Reſurrection, the laſt Judgment, the Immortal!i- 
ty of the” Soul; truths that the whole World. either 
never knew, ot had forgotten, or doubted. 
2. Inſtructing in the true Way to attain this Bleſſed- 
nels, teachung us that Righteouſneſs accepted of wy 
| ; CO:11111S 
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conliſts not in meer outward obſervitions, but in the, 
integrity and ſincerity of the Heart, and hereby rubs 
off all thoſe falſe glolies that the formalle(t of Men 
had put upon the Law of God : reaches that the Love: 
of God is the fulfilling of God's Commandments ; 
and the reaſon is, becauſe this Love of God, if it be 
ſincere , will ingage the whole Man to the exact Ob- 
ſervance of what he requires 3 thoſe abſtruſe practical 
Truths of Depending upon God's Providence, Self- 
denyal, Loving our Enemies,. Rejoycing in Affliction, 
all lowing from the high Point of the Love of God: 
this is the Law of Chrilt, Gal. 6. 2. 

3. In revealing that which is the only Means to 
attain the two former, even that great Myſtery of the 
Goſpel, that was hid with God in Chriſt : A Man 
might rove at the two former, though the World had 
almoſt loſt them both; but this latter was a myſtery, 
chat the Angels themſelves knew not : 1 Cor. 2. 16. 
Who hath known the Mind of the Lord, that he may inſtrutt 
him ? But we have the mind of Chriſt : which contains 
the whole Counſel of God touching Man : this is that 
which Paxl calls all the Counſel of God. As 20. 27; 
and Truth it (elf hath given us the Breviary of it : 
fohn 6. 40, This 1s the will of him that ſent me , that every 
one that ſeeth the Son and believeth on him, may have ever- 
laſting life , and I will raiſe him np at the laſt day : Thele 
great Truths of (o great Concernment to the Children 
of Men, yet fo far remov'd from their Underſtanding, - 
wete the third Buſineſs of the Life of Chriſt. 

7. That Chriſt, bearing the ſins of his People, did 
ſuffer the wrath of God for the Remiſſion of their ſins. 
The ſofferin s of Chriſt did only befal bis Humane Na- 
ture, for his Divine Nature was impaſhble; yet in 
reſpec of that ſtrict union of both Natures in one 
Perſons they received a value from that divine and 
11Mpaſhble Nacure: for the _ of both Natures in 
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one Perſon, though it did not communicate the Con- 
ditions of either Nature to the other, did communicate 
the conditions of either Nature to the ſame Perſon, as 
15 before ſhewn. _ 
This Suffering of Chriſt had theſe ſeveral Attributions, 
1. It was a Foluntary Suffering, and yet not without 
a Neceffiry : The Suffering was Voluntary, even in 
reſpe&t of his | Humane /Nature, yet, Obediential to 
the Counſel and Purpoſe of God, atth. 17. 21. he 
mult go and ſuffer. * Luke 24 26, Onupht not Chriſt to 
have (nifercd theſe things? | Ats 2. 23. Him being deli. 
wered ly the determinate counſel and fore-knowleage of Ged : 
Yet was this moſt Voluntary in Chriſt : V vary in 
rhe 011ginal undertaking of this Work , in that Ecernal 
Suſception by the Eternal Word 3 Voluntary in the 
diſcharge of that Undertaking in the Humane Na- 
ture, the Humane Narure of Chriſt purſuing and fol- 
lowing the will of Eternity : Znke 12, go. I have 4 
boptiſm to be baptized withal, and hgw am I ſtraitned till 
it be accompliſhed? And even when the Humane Na- 
ture did according to the Law of Nature, thrink from 
its own diſſolution, yet he preſently corrects that na- 
tural Paſhon : 7chn 12. 2p. Father, ſave me from this 
howr : But for this cauſe came I to this hour, Father, glo- 
rifie thy Name, Marth. 26. 39. O my Father, if it be 
po/ſibte, let this cup paſs from me : nevertheleſs, not as I will, 
but as tho wilt: whiles his Humanity ttembles and 
' ſtarcles at the Buſineſs he goes about; yet his Lovg to 
his Church, his Obedience to his Father, his Faichfulneſs 
to his Undertaking, breaks through that natural re- 
Iucance. yo the Voluntarine(s, yet obedience of 
Chriſt's ſuffering, both conſiſtent, appears, 7oh. 10. 15. 
I foh. Jo 16. T lay dawn my life for My ſheep. No man ta- 
beth it from me, but I lay it down of my ſelf: yet Iſa. 5 3. 
6,10. Al! we like ſheep have gone aſtray, and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of-1es all - it plerſed the Lord to 


truiſe 
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bruiſe him: when thou ſhalt make his ſoul an offering for ſin, 
Pfal. 2. 7, 8- As he made himſelf of no reputation, 
and humbled himſelf, ſo he became obedient to 
death. Titns 3. 14, He gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity : yet fohn 3.16, God ſo 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, G&C. 
Again, 1 fohn 4. 9. Herein perceive we the love of God, 
becauſe he [aid down his life for us : Yet, Rom, 8. 32, He 
ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
1 John 4. 9. God ſent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
ſins, Pal. 40. 7. Then ſaid I, lo, I come: yet he came 
not without a Miſſion : 1 delight ro do thy will, O my God. 
The ſum of all then is, the Love of God to Mankind 
was the abſolute and original foundation of our Re- 
demption : the ſame act of this Love propoſed and 
undertook the Redemption of Mankind voluntaril 
and freely in this way contrived by the Eternal Wil- 
dom and Counſel of God : The Humane Nature of 
Chriſt in exa& and voluntary ſubmiſſion unto this 
Counſe! performed it : If ic had been \'oluntary and 
not in Conformity to the Will of God, whoſe Will 
could be the only meaſure of his Satisfaction, it could 
never have been ſatisfactory : And if it had been 
meerly Paſſive , it could not have been an Obedi- 
ence, which requires a free Submiſſon and Conformity 
to the Will of him that injoyns, without which it could 
never be meritorious. 
2. It was a Meritorious and Expiatery Suffering 3 far 
by that Eternal Covenant between the Father and the 
Son , he as to bear the ſins of his Ele&, and under 
that Condition, it was neceſlary that he ſhould ſaffer 
- for them: It was the Love of the Father co accept of 
Chriſt to bear the ſins of the People; and ic was his 
; uſtice that diſcloſed his Anger againſt Sin, although 
Iis Son did but repreſent the {inner , and yet the meric 
of this Suffering hath its ſtrength from the free accepta- 
os ci0n 
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tion of his Father , according to his Eternal Covenant 
with his Son. | 1 | 
3. From hence it follows, that it is a Full and Per- 
fe Satirfation, The reaſon is, becauſe the meaſure 
of the Satisfaction 1s the Acceptation ot the offended 
God :. for it appears before|, that there can be no other 
Meaſure or Rule'to him but his own Will, though that 
be a moſt Juſt Will. Now that God was fully fatiſ- 
fied and pleaſed in Chriſt, we have the Teſtimony 
of Angels: Luke 2.14. On earth peace, good will to men : 
Of Cliriſt, 7oh» 17. 4. when by way of Anticipation, 
he faith , 7 have fiviſhed the work, that thou gaveſt me to ao: 
which he fully perfected ,, when ohn 19. 30. he ſaid, 
I is finiſhed: Py the eternal Father, by a voice from 
Heaven, Aatrh. 3.17, This is my beloved Son , in whom 
1 am well pleaſed : | By the Spirit of Truth, Heb. 10. 14. 
Ry one offering he hath perfetled for ever them that be ſantli- 
ficd, And from the ſufficiency of this ſatisfaction doth 
ariſe that aſſurance in which the Apoltle glories, Rom. 8. 
33. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's Elect, &C. 
it is Chrift that died : And heyce called the Author and 
Finiſher of our Faith, Heb. 12. 2. 
4. It was an Univerſal Suffering : The fin of Man 
had an univerſal Contagion both upon his Body and 
Soul, and an tnjverſal Guile, and conſequently an 
univerſal Curſe went over both his Soul and Body; 
the day that thou eateſt, thou ſhalt die the death, This death 
extended to his Body and Soul, and the whole Compo- 
feum,, his very Life was mingled with Death , both 
in Senſe and ExpeRation. And anſwerable to the ex- 
rent of this Contagion, Guilt, and Curſe, was the 
extent of Chriſt's Qatisfacti Dn, Who was figured by 
the firſt Adon: Kom. 5. 14. His Life was mingled 
with Pain: Ja. 53. A Man of ſorrows, and acquaint- 
ed with grief: in his Bodyche ſuffered a curſed and 
2 painful Death : and though the nailing to the Croſs 
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was not ſufficient naturally to have made a ſeparation 
of the Body and Soul, no more than of the two 
Thieves , yet he had thoſe other Concurrences to his 
diffolution that they had not, iz. the bearing of his 
Croſs, 7ohn 19. 17. His ſcourging , and Crown of 
Thorns: Marr. 2 7. 26,29, But eſpecially the ſuffering of 
his Soul: the very aacicipation of this. ſuffering made 
him even to ſhrink at it, 7ohn 12, 27. Now is my ſoul 
troubled: what ſhall I ſay? Father, ſave me from this bonr. 
And this, like the Trumpet upon Sinai , waxed louder 
and louder , till his very diflolution z witnels his af- 
firmation : In the Garden of Geth/emane, Matth. 26. 28. 
My ſoul is exceeding ſorrowful even unto death : and that 
aſtoniſhing Cry of the Son of God upon the Croſs, 
Matth. 217. 46. My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me ? His forrow and the ſuffering of his Soul in the. 
Garden , that was ſo ſtrange, as to caule a (weat. of. 
Blood, had been enough, without the interpoſition. 
of any outward force, to have cauſed his diſſolution, 
for it was a ſorrow unto death, had not God ſupport- 
ed his Humane Nature with a {ſupernatural aid, Zak. 22, 
43. An angel from heaven ſtrengthened him : and when 
the Divine Diſpenſation withdrew that extraordinary 
{upply, he died : Matth, 27. 5o, He cried with a lond 


woice, and gave wp the ghoſt : If it be asked, What was: 


rhe cauſe of this extremity of ſuffering in the Soul of 
Chriſt: we ſay, as he willingly cook upon him to, 
ſtand in our room to bear our {1ns , and to become Sin 
fot us; (o he felc the wrath of God againſt that fin, 
which he by way of impurtation did bear: as he bare 
our ſins in his own Body on the Tree, 1 Per. 2. 24. 
and God laid on him the iniquity of us all: and as he 
was made fin for us, 2 Cor. 5.21, fo he trode the 
wine-pre(s of his Fathers wrath for that time, 1/a. 63. 
3. and was made- a Curſe for that Sin. The Guilc 
that he had was not inherent but imputed , bur the 

| ſenſe 
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ſenſe of that wrath of God againſt Sin, was not im- 
puted , but real and inherent. If it be inquired, How 
could tuch a fenle of the wrath of God be confiſtenc 
with that union that was between his Natures in one 
Perfon ? ſuch Knowledge is too wonderful for me: 
Nevertheleſs . thus far we may fay, that as in the 
higheſt extremiry of the ſuffering of his Soul , there 
was no interruptron of that ſtrict Union between the 
Humane and Divine Nature, yet fo it pleaſed God to 
order this great Work , that the actual communica- 
tion of the preſence of the Divine Nature, was to the 
fenſe of the Humane Nature eclipſed 4 the Sun ti] 
remained in the [Firmament, yet the Light thereof 
Eclipled at the time of the death of Chriſt, Marth. 27. 
45. to ſhadow to us that interruption of Viſion which 
was in our Redcemer , that (o his Soul might be made 
an Offering for Sin, as well as his Body : If it be in- 
quired , How it came to pals, that a perpetual Puni(h- 
nent cue to Man', was expiated by a temporary ſuf- 
fering of Chriſt > we anſwer, Man's ſuffering muſt 
needs be perpetual , becauſe it could never be fatisfa- 
Cory, MHatth, 5. 26, Thon ſhalt not come out, till thou 
pareſ/? the uttermoſi farthing : Pur Chriſt's ſuffering was 
ſatisfactory , and the ſatisfaction being made, the (uf- 
fering could not continue : 1. lt was a Voluntary Suf- 
fering. 2. An Innocent Suffering. 3. A Suffering 
of the Son of God. 4. An Accepted Satisfaction by 
the offended God. 
$. That Chriſt, having ſuffered death, did ari/e 
474in from death the third day. This was that which 
the Prophet David foretold*of Chriſt, P/Al. 16. 10. 
Then wilt not leave my ſoul in grave : by Ifa. 53. 10, When 
thou ſhalt make his ſoul an offering for fin, &&c. He ſhall 
prolong his days, he ſhall divide the ſpoil with the ſtrong, be- 
clafede poured out his\ foul unto death : prefigured by forak, 
and {o expounded |by Chriſt himſelf, 4atth. 12, 
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and predicted by himſelf, Marth. 20. 13. And the third 
day ſhall riſe again : atteſted by an Angel, Math. 28. 6. 
He is riſen, as be ſaid, And this Truth was that which 
was the great Means of Converſion, and therefore 
received the greateſt oppoſition of Devils and Meg, 
Atfts 2. 24, Atts 4. a, Att's Fo. 30. And as it was 
the greateſt Caution of the High Prieſt, if ic had been 
poſſible , to falſife the Prediction of Chriſt concern- 
ing his Reſurrection, Math, 27. 63, 64. So this was 
the Truth that they moſt perſecuted, As 25. 19, And 
being a Truth of that great concernment, was moſt 
evidenced by the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, whoſe 
Buſineſs it was to be Witneſles of the ReſurreQion, 
Alts 1. 22, 1 Cor, I5, per totwms; for by this he was 
declared to be the Son of God with Power, Rom. E4 
And this Reſurrection of Chriſt, muſt of neceſſity fol- 
low his SatisfaRion : he had taken 5 him our Sin, 
and therefore muſt undergo the Wages due unto it 
v2, Death: in the very inſtant of his Death he ha 
compleated his Sacrifice and SatisfaQtion, when he (aid 
upon the Croſs, It « finiſhed, John 19. 30. Yet as it 
was neceſſary for him to lie under Death ſo long as 
might convince the RUE it, ſo it was impoſſible 
for him to lie longer : the Debt was paid, and he could 
be no longer detained Priſoner, A: 2. 24. Whom God 
hath raiſed up, having looſed the pains of death, becauſe it 
was not poſſible he ſhould be holden of it. And this Reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, as it was by the Power of God, 
2 Cor.. 13.4. He liveth by the Power of God, Epheſ. 1. 
19. The working of his mighty Power, or by the 
Erernal Spirit, Rom, 8. 11. The Spirit of him that rai- 
ſed up Jeſus from the dead, fo it was the effec of his 
Juſtice, the Price of Man's Redemption being paid, 
he was now by the Eternal Covenant of God to pro- 
long his days. And hence he is ſaid to be juſtified in 
the Spirit, 1 Tim. 3. 16. Even that Spirit, aq 
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him up from the dead, did at the ſame time proclaim 
the compleatnels of his Satisfaction, and juſtifie the 
fulliling of his'Ulndertaking. If Chriſt had nor riſen, 
There had of [neceſſity followed: theſe rwo Conſle- 
-quences, either of which had left us in as bad caſe as 
he found us. | EE 
I. It had been then impoſſible, chat his Death had 
been: a ſufficient Sacrifice, If he had been detained 
-under Death , the Guilt had till continued undiſchar- 
ged. And hence, 1 Cor. 15. 17. If Chriſt be not raiſed, 
Jour faith is vain, ye are yet in your ſins, As if he ſhould 
have ſaid, If there be no Saysfaftion made for your 
Sins, ye are ſtill in them; If -Chriſt be detained under 


'Deatchyic is evident,the Satisfaction is not made s'ifor the 


Curſe of the Law continues undiſcharged , and conſe- 
ventcly the Guilt: continues unacquitted : and hence . 
2hriſt's Sacrifice was juſtified by his Reſurre&ion, (o 
are we. Rom. 4. 25. Who was aclivered for our - fark 
and raiſed again for eur juſtification, And this -Reſur- 
reftion of Chriſt was his V i&tory over Guilt,and Death, 


and Hell. 1 Cor. 15. 57. The Victory given through 


the likeneſs of | 


> 
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Chriſt. Colef. 2. 15s Having {poiled Principalities afid 
Powers, he then! made a ſhew of them openly. 

2. It had been impoſſible that che Members of 
Chriſt could have the benefir,cither of the firſt or ſecond 
Reſurrection : for by reaſon of that Union with their 
Head they partake ot all rhoſe conditions whereof their 


head participates]: Crucified with him, Ga/.2.20. Dead 


ro fin, and butied with him, Rom. 6. 3, 6,8. Live 
with him, Ga/at. 2. 20, Riſe together with him to new- 
nels of Life, Rom. 6.4. Rom.S. 11, 12. Planted unto 
his Reſurrection, Rom. 6. 5. Afcended 


with him, Epheſ. 2. 6. and (hall rife again to eternal 
Happinels, by vittue only of his Reſurrection, 1 Cor.15. 
d The, 4. 14 | | 2 


o. That 
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9. That Chriſt after his Reſurre&tion did Aſcend » 
| ime Heaven, where his humane Nature is cloathed wit 
Power and Glory, and Immortality. The Death of 
our Saviour was atteſted by his three days ASP 

his Grave : and the. Reſurre&tion was atteſted by 
the Evidences that incredulity it ſelf could require for 
ſarisfaction, becauſe the matter of the greareſt difficy]- 
ty to believe, and which being admitted made the 
whole truth conceriing him ealily credible.Therefore fr 
the clearing of this truch, as he ſpent forty days to 
conquer the Temptations of the Devil in the 'Wildet- 
- neſs, ſo he ſpent forty days after his Reſurre&ion to ſub- 
due the infidelicy of mankind to the belief thereof : 
And during that time uſed all the ſenſible Convictiohs 
chat might be for the confirming of cheir belief,. thac 
the very Body of Chriſt re-a{lumed his Soul and Life. 
1. The Body removed out of che Sepulchre, Lake 24.5. 
why ſeek ye the Living among the Dead? 2, He ap- 
peared unto them, and becauſe thoſe appearances were 
accompanied with ſome Circumſtances that mighc 
breed jealoutlie that it was a finer ſubſtance than a Bo- 
dy, as his ſudden vaniſhing out of their ſight, Lute 
24. 3!. His ſudden preſenting of hiniſelf among them 
when the Doors were ſhut, Luke 24.. 36, 7ohn 20. 19. 
Yer to convince that ſufpicion,he exhibits his handsand 
his fide, eats wich them, converſes with them abouc 
forty days, As. 1. 3. The Body of Chriſt, being. by 
the power of God made of an Angelical, though noc 
ſpiricual ſubſtance, is raken op into Heaven, rk 16. 
19. Lube 24.57. As 16, 9. where he.lits at the righe 
hand of Glory. A4&s 3. 21. Heb. 10. 12. Heb, 12. 2. 
This was chat which was figured by the High-Prieſt's 
cy into the Holy of Holies, Heb. 9. 24. and ex- 
tended to the very whole hamane Nature, of Chriſt : 
the ſame that aſcended is he that Jeliende®? Epheſ..4..9. 
This was che ſaying of Chriſt himfelf, oh» 20.17. 1 am 
| net 
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wot yet aſcended to my Father : but go tell my Brethren, 1 
aſcend nnto my Father and your Father, 8&c. And this is 
that chat our Saviour ſo often inculcates, That the Son 
of Man ſhall come in his __ AMatth, 25.31, 


Matth, 26.64. Toinſinuate that that very humane Na- 
ture, by which he is denominated Man, ſhould conti- 


'nue in immortality, and appear the laſt day for the 


judgment of the World, And as by the power of 
God Man in his purity had'been perpetuated to im- 
mortalicy, and ſo he ſhall be in his Reſurrection, ſo by 
the power of Gad the Life of Chriſt's humane Na- 
re (hall be 28;<hqan; to everlaſting, z Cor. I 3. 4. 
e liveth by the power of God. And this Body of 
Chriſt, as it is filled (with immortality, (o it is filled 
with Glory, we ſhall be made like uato his glorious 
Body, Phil. 3. 21. | 

To. That Chriſt having perfe&ed the work of Man's 
redemption, and aſcended into Heaven exerciſeth a 


threeft 


People. | 
1, Of Power of Dominion, This was that Inaugu- 


ration of Chriſt in his Kingdom, P/al. 110. 1. Sit thus 


«t my right Hand, Ifaiah 53. 10. Therefore will I divide 
him a Portion with the great, &C, becauſe he hath poured 
ext his Soul unto Death. And therefore after his Reſur- 


| reion he te!ls his Diſciples, Marth. 28. 18. That all 


wer is given him both in Heaven and in Earth, and 


15 that which is ſo often called his fitting at the right 


hand of his Father, Zpb/. 1. 20. and his making both 
Lord and Chriſt, A 2. 35. And this Kingdom, Do- 


minion and Power of Chriſt ſhall continue until the 
end, when he ſhall deliver up the Kingdom to his Fa- 


eher, chat God may be all in all, I Cor. IS. 24, 27, 
2, The Communication of his Spirit : ] he Power of 
the Spirir of! God is in all his Creatures, and eſpecially 


in Men; and all Creatures in their aftings are but in- 
ſtrumental 


old Office for the benefit of his Church and 
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ſtrumental to the Spirit of God: But by Chriſt the 
| Power of that Spirit is communicated in a more ſpe- 
cial and peculiar way 3 and is that very Power where- 

by their Acts and Motions to erernity are a&ted, and 
was not communicated in that perfection till after 
Chriſt's Aſcen(1on, fohn I6.7. If [ go not away, the 
Comforter will not come, This Spirit of Chriſt is a Spi- 
rit of Illumination and Inſtruction, 7ohn 14. 26. The 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will 
ſend in my Name, he ſhall teach you all things, 1 Joh. 2. 27. 
The anointing which 1s from above teacheth you all things, 
a Spirit of Conviction and Redargution, 7obn 16. 8. a 
Spirit of Renovation and Cleanſing, Tre. 3. 5. aSpirit 
of Strength, Epheſc 3.16. Strengthned with his might by 
his Spirit, a Spirit of Aſſurance, Epheſ. 1.13. Sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, a Spirit of quickening, 
Rom, 8. 11. quickned by his Spirit, that dwelleth in 
you z & Spirit of Adoption and Atteſtation, Rom.18.15g, 
16, We have received the Spirit of Adoption 4 a Spi- 
rit of Supplication and Interceſſion, Rom. 8. 26, 27. 
The Spirit it ſelf maketh Interceſſion for #us ; The Spirit of 
defence againſt Temptation, Epheſ. 6. 17. The Sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God : A Spirit of U- 
nion : There is a double and reciprocal means of U- 
nion between Chriſt and his people. 1. By Faich, 
whereby Chriſt is united unto them, Ephe/. 3. 17. That 
Chriſt might dnell in your Hearts by Faith, 4, By the 
Spirit, whereby we are united unto him, Rom. 8, 9, 
If any man have not the Spirit of | Chrift,, he is none of his, 
Epheſ. 2.20. I» whom alſo ye are builded together for ar 
habitation of God through the Spirit, 1 John 4-13. Hereby we 
know that we dwell in him and he in us, becauſe he hath gives 
ns of his Spirit, 1 Cor. 6.17. He that 1; joyned to the 
Lord is one Spirit, And this Union with Chriſt was 
that which he fo much delired of his Facher for his 


Church, Jen 17.22,2z3, And as by Faith all thar Sa- 
'xQ tisfaction 
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tisfaction and! Righteouſnels, which was in him, was 
made ours, {0 all our Actions proceeding from this 
Spirit are in truth his, both in virtue and acception 
with the Father, Epheſc 2. 18. Throuvh him we have acceſs 
by one Spirit to the Father, Gal.2.20, [ live, yet net I, but 
Chrift liveth in'me, And by reaſon of this Union with 
Chriſt, as he- is a Son, (o are we Sons, Rows. 8. 17, 
Joynt Heirs with him, and Ga/4r.4.7. an Heir of God 
through Chriſt : thus we apprehend Chrilt, and are 
apprehended of him, Pl. 3. 12. 

3. The third effect and Ka of Chriſt's Aſcenſion is his 

rperual I»rercefſion in the Preſence of the Glory of God 
or his People. Chriſt in his humane Nature was our 
Sacritice, and that was but one Sacrifice, and but once 
offered, Heb.g.2 8.10.14. And Chriſt, who in both Natures 
was the Prielt that offered that Sacritice, Heb. 9. 14, 
25. Who through the eternal Spirit offered himſelf without 
Spor to Ged, though he finiſhed that part of his Prielt- 
ly Othce while he was with us, yet as the Prieſthood 
of Chriſt was for ever. according to the order of Mel- 


chiſeaec, (0 the exerciſe of that Prieſthood (tiil conti- | 


nues, Heb. g.| 24. Corift is entrea into Heaven ut ſelf, now 
to appear in the Preſence of Ged for us, And as by his Sp 
rit, Which he hath given to his people, he makes Inter- 
ceſhon in them, for we have Acceſs to the Father 


y his Spirit, ſo by himlelf he makes Interceflion 


OF US, Heb. -. 25. Wherefore he is able to ſave them to the 
wttermoſt that come unto God by him, ſecing he ever liveth to 
mare Interceſſion for them, 1 John 2. 1. And if any man 
[m, we have 4n advicate with the Father , (e/us Chriſt the 
riehreons, And it is the ſtrength of this Interceſſion of 
thuil, that makes the Prayers of his People eftectual, 

hn 16, 23. Whatſoever e [ball atk the Father tn my Name, 

'e will grant it: That Incenſe, that was mingled with 
the Prayers of the Saints, Keve!. 8. 3. And here let 
ine ever admite the endlets goodnels of God : Man . 
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dead in treſpaſles and ſins z God ſends his, Son into the 
World with a Ranſom, and with Life ; Zohn I. 4. 1 
him was life , and the life was the light of men : But for all 
this, the World ſtill continues in death and darkneſs, 
fohn 1. 10. The world knew him not : He therefore by his 
Providence conveys Truth to their Ears; and by his 
Spiric carries Life and Light into their Spuls, and con- 
yuers the darknels and death that is in us: And when 
he hath reſcued us from ruine, he ſtill leaves char 
Spirit of his to conteſt with our Corruptions, to dil- 
cover his Mind, to form us every day more and more 
to our loſt Image, to Ng and communicate our 
wants and fears : and though thoſ2 ſupplications of 
ours are mingled with imperfections, diltruſts, doubtings 
and diſtractions, yet he that knows the mind of his own. 
Spiric, takes theſe Prayers of ours, and cleanſech them 
from the droſs that hangs about them , mingles his own 
Meric with them , preſents them to hjs. Father in the 
ſtrengeh of his own Interceſſion, and ſo þears the ini- 
quity of their holy things: Nay, when we vex and 
grieve that Agent of his . that he hath left inus to per- 
fect our Blefledneſs, and oftentimes ſtifle his motions, 
and have ſcarce the ſign of Life left in us, he never-- 
chelels makes Interceſſion for us, 1/4. 53. 12. He made 
interceſſion for the tranſpreſſours, 

- 3. The next inquiry is , for whom the SatisfaQtion of 
Chriſt was? 

1, Chriſt did [ntentionally lay down his Life for the 
ſins of the Elect of God, 7okn 10. 15. 1 lay down my life 
for my ſheep: And theſe Sheep of Chriſt, as they were 
not confined to one time or age of the World, fo nei- 
ther co one Nation or company of People, ohn 10. 16. 
Other ſheep I have, which are not of this fold, viz. of the 
Nation of the Jews. And thus ſome unterſtand, t 7obn 
22, Ard nit for ours only but aiſo for the ſins of the Whole 
world,ultng [us] & the {world Jas a contraciſtin&tion of 
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the Gentiles from the fews, ro whom, it ſeems, he wrote. 

z. As Chriſt died Intentionally for the Redemption 
of the Ele , ſo he died Effeftually for them 5 and God 
hath ſo ordered his Counlels, that thoſe, that he hath 
appointed to eternal Life,, ſhall uſe that means, which 
he hath appointed to be inftrumencal for the partaking 
of the Elexy of his Death, John 6.37. All that the Father 
giveth me, ſhall come wnto me , and him that cometh unto me, 
I will in 110 wiſe raſt | - 

3. Whatloever were the Intention or Efficacy of 
_ the Death of Chriſt, yet we are ſure that all Men ſhall 
not partake of the full and compleat Effet of Chriſt's 
Satisfaction, viz. Eternal Life. This is a clear Truth, 
yet all the loſt! Sons of Adam ſhall be Teft wholly an- 
excuſable and condemned by the moſt Righteous and 
Natural Juſtice that is imaginable. There have been. 
three great Promulgations of Laws in the World. 

1. The Lavy. written in the Hearts of Men, Rom 1. 
19. That which may be known of God is manifeſt in them, 
for God hath ſhewed it unto them. 

2, TheLaw pronounced & given to the fews upon Sins. 

3. The Goſpel of Chriſt , ſhewmg us what is to be 
believed, and what to be done. 

When the great God comes to Judge the World, he 
will judge it according to the ſeveral Diſpenſations of 
bein a 6 'Light, Rom. 2.12. For as many as have ſin- 

| "mea withont the law, ſhall alſo periſh without 
the law : and as mary as have ſinned in the law, ſhall be judged 
Ly the [aw, There is hghrt enough, or neglect enough, in 
the moſt ignorant Soul in the World , to charge with 
Guile enough! for Condemnation, though he never 
knew of the Law promulgated to the few, or were 
bound by it. | As we there find the diviſion of con- 
demned pertons unto ſuch as (in without the Law, and 
under the Law , fo we find another diviſion, 2 The. 1. 
L. Taklins terigeance 00 thrm that know not God, and obey 
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»ot the Goſpel of our Lora jeſas Chriſt, This ſeems to 
contain theſe two Rules, wherehy the Gentiles ſhould 
be judged : 1. Ignorance and want of Fear of God, for 
ſuch ro whom the Goſpel was not preached : this was 
unexcuſable ignorance and diſobedience, Remy, 1. 20. 
2, Unbelief and Diſobedience of che Goſpel of Chrilt : 
And though this be a high Truth, that is not diſcovered 
by the Light of Nature, yet being diſcovered, it is an 
offence, even againſt the Law of Nature,not to believe 
it,becauſe a moſt high and abſolute Truth. z.Not to love 
1c, and conſequently obey it, becauſe the means to attain 
the moſt high and abſolute Good. And as every yin isan 
averſion from the chief Good, either to that which is 
a leſſer , or no Good; (o it is impoſſible, but the aver- 
ſton from the greateſt Good muſt needs be the great- 
eſt Sin, even by the Rules of ſound Reaſon. Both theſe 
we find plainly ſet down, fohn 3. 30. He that believeth 
not the Son, ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth 
on him, John 3. 19. This is the condemnation, that light 
came into the world, and men loved darkneſs rather than light : 
as if he ſhould have ſaid, that it is the moſt reaſonable 
and natural Principle for reaſonable Creatures to en- 
certain and obey that Rule , which wil] conduct chem 
to the higheſt Good, and therefore the condemnation 
of ſuch as neglect is moſt reaſonable ; and the rather, 
for that this proceeds not originally from Tgnorance, 
but from the Perver(eneſs of the Heart, in preferring 
Darkneſs before Light. .So that as Infidelity is the 
caufe of Condemnation, fob» ;. 18. So this want of 
Love of the Light is the great cauſe of Infidelity. And 
though Man hath pur himſelf in that Condition , that 
he cannot come to Chriſt , or entertain this chiefe(t 
Good, except the Father draw him, ob» 6. 4. Yet 
this doth neither excuſe him from {in or guile, becauſe 
as in the firſt Man he willingly contracted this diſabi- 
lity, fo he doth molt freely and voluntarily _ It : 
C ou 
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though he ſins neceſſarily in rejeRing the Light, yet he 


Now concerning thoſe (ſeveral places in holy Scri- 


pture that ſeem to infer the Vn5ver/ality of an intend- 


ed Redempriog , John 3.17. John 12. 47. 1 fobn 2. 2, 
1 Tim. 2.6, 1 Tim, 2. 4. 1 Cor. 15, 21. It may be 
conſiderable whether the intention of thoſe places be, 
chat the Price was ſufficient for all the World, fo that 
whoſoever ſhall reject the offered Mercy , ſhall never 
have this excuſe, that there was not a ſufficiency left 
for him : Or whether it be meant, that Chriſt by his 
Death did fully expiate for all that Original Guilt 
which was contracted by the Fall of Adam upon all 
Mankind but for the Actual Offences only of ſuch as 
believed; that ſo as the voluntary ſin of Adam, had, with- 
out the actual conſent 'of his Poſterity , made chem 
liable ta Guilt; ſo the Satisfaction of Chriſt without 


any aQtyal application of him , ſhould diſcharge all 
Mankind from that originally contracted Guilt. Thefe 


diſquiſjtions,] though fit, yet are not neceſlary ro be 
known: it isenough for me to know, that if I believe 
on him , I ſhall nor periſh , but have everlaſting Life, 

7obs 3. 16. And that all are invited, and none excluded, 
but ch as firſt exclude themſelves. 
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Of the Means, which God hath appointed to make 
this Sacrifice of Chriſt effeftual, viz. Union 
with Chriſt , and how the ſame is wronght on 


God's part. 


E come to that Mears which the Will of 
God hath appointed ts make this Sacrifice Ef- 
feilual for ms. | 

God, in his Eternal Counſel foreſceing the Fall of 
Man , did from all Eternity covenant, that the Eter- 
val Word ſhould take upon him Fleſh, and ſhould be 
an all-ſufficient Mediator between God and Man; and 
co that End, did furniſh this Mediator with all things 
neceſlary for ſo great a Work, Coleſ. 1. 19. For it 
pleaſed the Father , that in him ſhould all Fulneſs awell : 
Fulnel of the Godhead, Coloſ. 2. 9. For in him awelleth 
all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily  Fulneſs of Grace, 
fohn 1.16. For of his Fulneſs we receive Grace for Grace : 
Fulneſs of Wiſdom and Knowledge , Colof. 2. 3. 1n 
whom are bid all the treaſures c ” a and Knowledge : 
Fulneſs of Perfe&ion, Epheſ: The me ten. of the 
ftatmre of the fulneſs of Chrit- if \Fulnes of Life, oh» 1.4. 
1n bim was life, and the life was the light of men, Jo n 5.27. 
As the Father hath life in himſelf, { o hath he given to the Son 
to have life in himſelf : es ed = Epheſ. 3.19. 
And to know the love of Chriſt, paſſing knowleage, 

All the Promiſes of God are in him, and put into 
him, as into a Treaſury , and bottomed upon him ; 
2 Cor. 1. 20, In whom all the promi 02d an poe.ond 
Amen, And this Plenitude o Cl iſt was therefore in 
Q 4 * hm, 
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him, that from him it might be communicated ac- 
cording to the Exigence X choſe for whom he was 
a Mediator ; for although the Plenitude of the Divine 
' Nature was abſolute, and no way in reference to the 
Buſineſs of the Mediatorſhip, yet the communication 
of that Plenitude to Chriſt , as one Mediator, was in 
order to his Office. And chis Fulneſs of Chriſt was 
neceſſary to ſupply that gr ers which was in Man 
y fin: He ſtood in need of a ſea of Love to redeem 
Iyjm, and Chriſt was-not' without riches of Love and 
Compaſhon :| he had loſt his Life 3 The day that thou 
eateft, thou ſhalt die the death, and'there was as well a 
Quickning, as a Living Life in Chriſt to revive him, 
Epheſ. 2.1. Thoſe who were formerly dead in treſpaſſe; 
and fins hath he quickned, Colof. 3. 4. When Chrift who i; 
eur life ſhall appear : Man had loſt the whole Image of 
his Creator z 'Chriſt , who was the expreſs Image of 
his Father, re-imprints it again by forming himſelf in 
us, Ceoloſ. 3. 10. Renewed in knowledge after the image of 
him that created him , Ephel. 4. 24. Put ye on the New 
Man which after God 3s created in righteouſneſs and true ho- 
lines: The nature of Man is corrupted , and' Chriſt 
hath a Magazine of Grace to heal and purge that cor- 
ruption, 7ohn 1. 16. Of his futneſs we receive grace for 
grace; In ſum, Man had loſt his Creator with an in- 
finite diſtance, and Io loft his Happineſs ; Chriſt, as 
the Fulneſs of God dwelt in him bodily, ſo together 
with him reſtores Man to his Lord , ad ſo to his Ble(+ 
ſedne(s, Ephe/! 3.19. And to know the love of Chriſt that 
paſſeth knowleage, that ye may be filled with all the fulneſs of 
The Means then of: this Fruicion is V»io9. The 
reaſon by which every thing enjoys what it hath, is 
Union; and the more ſtrict the Uniorl is between the 
thing that enjoys > and the rhing enjoyed : The ſtrict- 
eſt Union 3s between any thing and 1ts Eſſence w— 
Ws 1 Fs: ore 
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fore when Goodneſs is part of the Eſſence, the Enjoy- 
ment is thE' moſt une: And it is by vertue of this 
Union with Chriſt, that all this Fulneſs of Chriſt is 
conveyed to the Believer. 

Now as the Fulneſs of Chriſt ariſeth from his Uni- 
on with God, the Fountain of Goodneſs; (o our 
Fruition of that Fulneſs ariſeth from our Union with 
Chriſt, 7ohn 17. 23. 1 in them, and thou in me, that they may 
be made perfett in ove, And this was the great Purpoſe 
of God it} ſending Chriſt. Fpheſ. 1. 10. That he might 
gather together in one, all things in Chriſt, And this Union 
.with Chriſt is frequently expreſled in the Scripture, in 
the ſtricteſt terms of Union: converſation of Friend- 
ſhip, 7ohn 14. 2 3. We will come unto bim, and makg our 
abode with him, Chriſt formed in them, Gaar. 4. 19. 
Incorporation with him, eating his Fleſh, and drinking 
his Blood, eh» 6. 5 3. Inhabiring in them, Epheſ. 3. 17. 
Chriſt living in them, Galat. 2. 20. Part of his very 
ſubſtance, Epheſ 5. 30. For we are members of his body, of 
his fleſh, and of bis bones : Partakers of the very Fulnels 
of God that is in (him.) Epheſc 3. 19. That ye may te 
filled with the fulneſs of God, Changed into the very 
Image of Chriſt, Cor. 3. 18. Partakers of the Divine 
Nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4. | 

Now we are to conſtder , How this Union is wrought, 
viz, By a Jouble act, 1, Of God's part : 2, Of our 
_ part. | : 

God in the Creation united Man unto himſelf; and 
Man by his fin broke that Union, and departed from 

him and 4s he could not, ſo he would never have 
returned to God again, unleſs God had brought him 
to himſelf, John 6. 65, No man can come anto me, except 
it were piven him of my Father : Now the degrees of thoſe 
atts, whereby God wnites ys to him, are, © ns 

1. His Eternal Love : Man by his fin got away from 
God as far as he coutd; and as he loſt his Abthry, » 
* 16 
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he loſt his Mind to return, Ges, 3. Io, 1 keard thy Voce, 
and 1 war afraid, and I kid my ſelf. Love is the firſt mo- 
ion to Union 3 and this Love of God is the firſt foun- 
dation of our Union to him, 7ohn 3. 16. For God {o ls 
ved the world, &C. 1 fohn 4.10. Herein is Love, not that 
we loved him, but that he loved ns firſt , and gave his Son to 
be the propitiation for our ſims, 2 Cor. 5. 19. God was in 
Chriſt reconciling the world unto bimſelf : before the World 
either witht, |or thought of that Reconciliation : {0 
that it was a free Love, and not drawn out upon any 
deſert in his Creature. 

z, The fecond ſtep of the motion towards Union, 
was the ſending his Sen to aſſume our Nature, and come 
anto us. The diſtance between God and his beſt 
Creature, is effentially infinite, becauſe finite with in- 
finite, bears no proportion : but the diſtance between 
God and his {inful Creature, muſt needs be greater, be- 
cauſe the Creature by his fin is gone away from God 
farcher than he was in his pure Being. To fall up this 
infinite diſtance, God and Man is united into one 
Chriſt by the aſſumption of our Nature : and by this 
means God is.come neater unto us (as we may ſay) and 
we in a condition to draw nearer unto him, even in 
his Son. And thus God hath gathered together all 
things in one in Chriſt, Epheſ, 1, 10. 

3. The third ſtep is by the courſe of his Providence, 
conveying the knowledge and nſe of this Mediator unto ws. 
This ts a farther degree of Union; the former was {; 
cifical in our. Natures, but this obje&ive and imtelie- 
Qual . viz. by means proportionable to our Natures 
and Conditions, p:ovidentially diſpoſed , he fends un- 
ro us the relation of our own Condition by Nature, 
our Duty, our Saviour, his Will, and all thoſe Truths 
contained in the Book of God : and this Truth he ſets 
on with Rational Convictions,Prophecies, Miracles,Per- 
ſxaſions, Intreatics; all which have a rational opera- 
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tion upon our Underſtanding and Wills. This is that 
which is the Ourward Calling. And among thoſe nia- 
ny Effeftwal Truths, that are conveyed unto us by 
this Calling , which were either loſt or defaced in 
Man . > e are principally diſcovered, and of- prin- 
cipal uſe: - 

on That God is the chiefeſt Good z, and therefore the 
chiefeſt Object of our Love and Delirez and there- 
fore doth jaſtly require the extremity of our purſuic : 
The enjoyment of this Obje& is that wherein Mans 
Felicity conſiſted in his State of Innocence, and muſt 
in his State of Reſtitution, and this truth once enter- 
tained doth render all things elſe in{ipid in Com- 
pariſon of it, Deut, 6.4. Hear, O Iſrael, The Lord onr 
God 1s one Lord, therefore thou ſhalt love G%C. 

2, That he is « Communicative Good : for without this 
the Labour of the Soul would be fruitleſs : For it were 
impoſſible for a finite Power to reach or overtake an 
infinite Object, unleſs the Obje&t did exhibit himſelf 
unto that Power. And herein is the excellence of chis 
call of God, it diſcovers the Free Love of God unto 
che Soul : So, as the Abſolute Goodneſs of God en- 
gageth ys, even in Judgment, to ſeek to be united un- 
to him : ſo this Free Love of God engagech us, even 
in good Nature, as I may ſay, to ſeek him. And the 
very Eatertainmeat of this truth, ſoundly in the hearr, 
is the Foundation of our Faich and Obedience, Row.5.8. 
But God commenacth his Love towards us in that while we 
were yet Sinners, Chriſt dyed for us : As if he ſhould have 
ſaid, There could not be imagined a more Conque- 
ring love than this, that he, whom we had injured by 
our Sins, ſhould yet ſeek the Good of his ©, 
1 fohn 4.9. Herein is Love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us frfft, This was Love with a Wienels, That 
when the Creature, that owed to his Lord the _—_ 
of his Love, had broken his Duty, and become a ha- 
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ter of his Lord, yet that that God ſhould love ſuch a 
Creature. And as this Love was thus Free, fo it con- 
deſcended to all the means of Communicating hin- 
ſelf, that are imaginable : contriving means to recon- 
Cile us : God was in Chriſt reconciling the World unto him. 
felf, 2 Cor, 5. 19, God was reconciling when Man. 
chought of nothing but offending : Importunities of 
reconciliation, 2'Cor. 5. 20.. We pray you in Chriſt s ſtead 
be reconciled to God, It were a Miracle of Mercy if 
ſuch a God (o offended, and by his Creature, ſhould 
| have accepred a Reconciliation upon the higheſt im- 
portunity of his Creature ; Bur for him thus injured, 
that could not receive a grain of advantage by our 
Converſion unto! him, to change as 1t were conditions 
with his Creature, aud to importune a Reconciliation 
from it, There wants conception in vs ro underſtand 
it, it is a Love paſſing knowledge : But yet like the 
waters of the Sanctuary ſtill riſeth higher : It is true, 
we made our (elyes miſerable, and if thou, O Lord 
hadſt never looked after us, nor pitied us, we could 
never have complained of thy Juſtice : Bur if thou 
hadſt pitied, and done no more; or if thy pity had 
gone (o far as to have given us a deliverance if we 
could have found| it, we muſt for ever in our miſery 
have magnified thy Mercy, though we had been Non- 
plus'd in the inquiry : But here is Love, not that we lo- 
' wed God, but that he loved us, and ſent his Son to be the Pro- 
pitiation for oxr Sins : a Propitiation, and a Propitiation 
prepared by our offended injured Maker, and ſuch a 
Propitiation. Bur it reſts not herez We had incurred 
Guilt enough to make us wretched , and a delivery 
from wretchednels by ſuch a means had been an un- 
{peakable Mercy : But this mercy reſted not there 
| he doth not only! of miſerable Men make us not mi- 
ferable, by pardoning our Guilt 3 but of' Enemies 
m:ikes 'us Children, by © a Righteouſneſs, that he 
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himſelf had prepared , 1 ohn 1. 3. | Bebold what maine 
of Love the Father hath beſtowed wpon us, that we ſhould 
be called the Sons of Goa, 
4. Now a Man would think that ordinary Prudence 
- and Ingenuity would engage the heart to entertain this 
Meſlage of Happineſs and Peace with Love and Ac- 
cepration 5 and that a omen approach from God to 
his Creature, as it could not be expected, fo it need 
not be required: The Chiefeſt Good commands our 
Entertainment, how much more when it offers it (elf, 
with ſuch a condeſcenſion, as well to our Neceſſuies, 
as to our conditions ! Moral perſwaſtons have wrought 
upon the Tempers of wiſe Men, without any propo- 
ſitions of any thing beyond this Life, how much more 
perſwaſions bottomed upon ſuch ſound Reaſon, and 
ropounding an end ſutable to the higheſt Compre- 
zenſion of our Soals ! Bur all this will not ſerve the 
turn unleſs the Mercy of God had gone farther : We 
are dead in Treſpaſles and Sins 3 and we.can no more 
receive theſe Truths, and this Love of God, than a 
dead Man can receive a rational Impreſhon : Now 
ChriQt is our Life, Colof. 3. 4. Phen Chriſt, who is owr 
Life, ſhall appear, 1 John 5.12. He that hath the Son 
hath Life , he that hath not the Son hath not Life : Now 
this Life is wrought in us; and conveyed unto us,by the. 
very work of the Spirit of God and Chriſt, in and upon 
our Souls, 7ohn 6, 63. it is the Spirit that. quickens, the 
ſame Spirit that raiſed up Chriſt from the Dead, Row. 
8.11, If the Spirit of him that raiſed .ny Teſus from the: 
Dead dwell in you, be that raiſed up Chriſt: from the Dead, 
[hall alſs quicken yonr Mortat. Body by big. Spirit that Awell- 
cth in you, Epheſ. 2. 5. Even when we were dead in Sings,; 
| he hath quickned us together with Chriſt, Therefore he 
is called the Spirit of Life, Row. 8. 2. This Life called: 


the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, Tir. 2. 5. a Birth.of 
the Spirit, 3 


ohn 3. 5. Except a Man be born of Water. 
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and the Spirit, Verſe 6. that which is born of the Spirit is 
Spiric, The firſt - Reſarretion. Epheſ. 5. 14. Awake 
theu that ſleepeſt:, fland np from the Dead, and Chri 
ſhall give thee Life : And though it may ſeem a vain 
Command to a dead Man to ſtand up from che Dead, 
ta we muſt remember whoſe Command it was, even 
1s that {pake oO dead Lazarus, Come forth, and he arole, 
becauſe a Spirit of Life, and a word of Power went 
along with the Command, fob» 6.63. The words that 
T ſpeak unto you, they are Spirit, and they are Life : They 
have nor only Life in them for him that receives 
them, bur I can ſend a Spirit with them toenable him 
eo receive them. | And now the Soul 1s put into a con- 
dition to entertain his Happineſs. It was the Happt- 
neſs of Adam's Soul,and it is the Happineſs of Angelical 
Natures to be receptive of the knowledge and Love 
of God : And here was Mans miſery by his Sin, that 
as he loſt the a&tual Enjoyment of God, ſo he had 
made his Soul, as it were, irreceptive of it again : and 
as God hath offered himleif co us again in Chriſt, (o 
by his Spirit he enables us to receive him by Faith, 
which is the firſt motion of the Creature to Union 
with God. © ” 

So then the work of the Spirit upon the Soul comes «nder 
a threefold Canfideration, though the ſame act produceth 
all rbree,and therefore they are three pur together 2 Tim. 

I. 7. The Spirkt of| Power,of Love, and of a ſouna Min, 

''x.. Of Power of Life, whereby Life is conveyed in- 
rothe Sou}, which, like the dry. bones in Ezekie/, was 
void of Life till this Spirit comes into then'3 de qu4 
(»pra: and the two following are bur the manifeſtation of 
this Life according to the Faculties wherein it appears. 

' 2. Of a ſoxnd Atind, Light not only in the JMedinm 
but in the Organ. 7obr 1.4. In him was Life, and the 
Life' was the light of ten. Hence it is called a convin- 
cing Spirit, 7ohw 16. 8. 2 Spirit of Wiſdom and Reye- 
$ | | 1:21:40 
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lation in the knowledge of Chrift, Epheſ. 1. 17. a Spi- 
rit of underſtanding : He hath grven us underſtanding that 
we may know him that is true, 1 fahn 5. 20, a Spirit of 
Demonſtration and of Power, 1 Cor. 2. 4. a Spirit of 
diſcerning and Judication, 1:Cs. 2.15, 16. Man's Uln- 
derftanding bylis Fall loſt his Objectand loſt his Sighr, 
Epbeſ. 5. 8. ye were ſometimes darkyeſs, And this was 
not only a darkneſs by the Abſence, but by the exclu- 
| fon of light : the Underſtanding was ſealed againſt ir, 
fo that thou I ſhine inthe darkneſs, yer the 

darkneſs comprehended it not, Jebn 1. 5. Now here 

was the work of the Spirit of God m opening rhe 
heart, As 16. 14.: enabling our underſtanding to re- 
ceive, and ſubduing of it to believe the truth of God. 
And this is certain, not only in thoſe trachs, which are 
fartheſt removed from our Reaſon, and fo moſt 'pro- 
perly the Obje& of our Faith, fobn 6.65. No man can come 
unto me except the Father draw him, 1 Cor.12.3. No wan can 
ſay that 7eſws 1s the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt, Bur even 
1a thoſe poiats of truth, wherein even natural reaſon 
may. guide us : Even the belief of. the Creation, though 
it is deducible by natural reaſon to know it, yet it is 
the work of Faith £0 believe ic: Heb. 11. 3. By Faith 
we nnderfland that the Worlds were framed, &c,' The con- 
viction of the ſame truth by the work of che Spirir of 
God creating Faith, and the work of Natural Reaſon 
working Opinion, or at moſt iknowledge , differs as 
muchy as. knowledge and Opinion : Thoſe things. of 


God, that are difcoverable by natural Reaſon; receive 
another kind of impreſſion upon'the Soul bythe work 
of God, as evident by the and Operations each 


have upon the Soul, Kors. 1. 21. hen they knew Gad, yet 
they glorified him mat. as God,” © | ATMS <6; 

3. Of Love, therefore fo called,. becauſe the -Prin- 
cipal part of ;che Meflage that the-Soul is acquainred 
with, is a Meflage of Love and Goodnels, and _— 
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Will inclined and ingaged to love that Goodneſs. And 
this is the fruit of the work of God's Spirit. | 
1. Mediately and naturally , preſuppoſing the for- 
mer work of Illumination : for ſome Objects are of (o 
light a nature, [that when they are known, all the 
work of the Soul is done; ſo they are only known, 
that they may be known : But theſe objects ,of our 
Faith, they do include a Goodneſs and Conveniency 
for the Soul ; and therefore being known, they are de-, 
fired; fo that in natural Conſequence, the Spirit of 
God, if it demonſtrates theſe Truths to the Soul, it 
doth by conſequence engage the Love of the Soul to 
them. It is true, that Education, Inſtruction, and 
Diſcipline, may make us know theſe Truths ſpecula 
tively, and yet our Soul niot affected with them : bur 
the Conviction, which is wrought by the Power of 
God's Spuit, is not fo thin or jejune a union of 'theſe 
Truths to the underſtanding, but deeper and more ra- 
dicatedz and conſequently doth more effectually work 
upon the Will-: and therefore it is the Logick of: the 
Apoſtle, 1 7ohn 2. 4. He that ſaith he knoweth God, ' ani 
keepeth not his. Commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 
net in him, 2 Pet. 1. 9. He that lacketh theſe things is blind, 
and cannot ſee, The Argument is from the Negation 
of the neceflary Effect or Conſequent, to the Negation 
of the Cauſe or Antecedent : as if he ſhould have ſaid, 
Whereſoever there is no true Obedience to the Will 
and Command of God, there is certainly no Love of 
God. Ir is the conclafion of Truth and Reaſon, 7. 14. 
23. If a man love me, he will keep my weras : And where- 
ſoever there is a true knowledge of God, there muſt of 
neceſſity be a true Love unto God, becaule it doth 
repreſent God as'the chiefeſt, only, and moſt ſuitable 
Good to the Sonl. Ir is true, that notional and-ſpe- 
culative knowledge of God , that is wrought by natu- 
ral diſcourſe, cannot, or at leaſt ſeldom doth, arrive 
to. 
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co that full apprehenſion of the Goodneſs of God 3 
and conſequently doth not raiſe up the Heart to that 
height of Love and Obedience : for out Reaſon is 
weak, and the diſproportion between Him and our 
Underſtanding, is infinite ; and therefore he hath cho- 
ſen to reveal it unto us in his Word and Son, and by 
his own Power working Knowledge in us. 

And by this we fee. why the renovation and con- 
verſion unto God is ſometimes expreſſed under the 
name of Knowledge, 7obn 17. 3. This ts life eternal, that 
they might know thee the only true God, &C, Colol. 3. 10. 
Having put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge, 
2 Cor. 4. 6. For God, who commanaed the light to ſhine out 
of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge Fi the glory of God in the face of Chriſt, &&. Some- 
times under the name of Truſting ahd depending upon 
God, Galat. 3. 6. Abraham believed Ged, and it wat 
counted to him for Righteouſneſs : (ometimes under the 
name of Love, 7«d. 21, Keep your ſelves in the Love of 
God, 1 Tim. I. 14. with faith and love which it in Chrift, 
2 Iim.1.13. 2 Thel, 2, 19. Receiving the Love of the 
Truth : ſometimes under the name of Obedience : 
7ames 1.27, Pure religion and undefiled, 8c. fames 2. pet 
tot, 1 John 2. 29. Every one that doth righteouſneſs is bora + 
of him: {o ſometimes under the name of Repentance : 
Fear of God, &e. For all this is but one work of this 
Spirit of Grace; and but the ſeveral Emanations of the 
ſame work of the Spirit of God upofi the Soul; di- 
verlified only in the faculties or objects : the firſt act 
in Nature is Light; and when it convinceth the heart 
of the ſinfulneſs of fin. that works Repenrancez, when 
of the Promiſes of God, that breeds dence and 
Confidence; when of the Goodneſs and Love of God 
in Chriſt, that breeds Love unto him Watchfulneſs 
over our ſelves, Obedience to his Will; when of the 


Majeſty ang Juſtice of God , it breeds Fear and Reve- 
R tence 
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rence z when of our own vileneſs, it breeds Humility : 
{o that all cheſe are but the bringing home, and joyning 
of thole Convictions wrought in our Underſtand 
unto the Will and Aﬀectionsz and thereupon theſe 
Effects do as naturally follow upon this work of 1lla- 
mination and Conriction wrought by the Spirit of God, 
as the like Effects. do ariſe upon natural convictions of 
Odjects of inferiour kinds and goodnels. 

2, But this is not all, there is a work of ſtrength 
and power pon the 31ill, Phil. z. 13. It # God that 
 worketh in you, both to will, and to av, of his good pleaſmre, 
As the death and diſability was in both Faculties , (o 
the Life is conveyed into both univerſally. And this 
Power of God's Spiric is not only in the firſt acts of 
our Converſion to him, but it goes along with us: 
All thoſe actions which are pleaſing to God, are 
wrought by the ſame Spirit of Chriſt, by which they 
were at firſt animated. Ir is a Spirit of Supplica- 
tion 1n our Prayers, Rom, 8, 26, The Spirit maketh in- 
rerceſſion, &c. A' Spirit of Accels for our Prayers, 

ph.2.18. A Spirit of Aſſurance and Sonſhip, Gat. 3. 6. 
Eph.1.16. A Spitit of Wiſdom todire us in our difh- . 
culties, Epheſ. 1. 17. A Spirit of Comfort and Joy in 
our Diltrefles, Rem. 14. 17. A Spirit of Fraitfulnels in 
our Converſation, Galat. 5. 22, 25. A Spirit of Per- 
ſeverance, 1 Pet. 1. 5. Ye are preſerved by the power of 
Ged threngh faith unto ſalvation. 
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How out "Ution with Chiift is wrought on Mai's 
s, «| 4 , X « s *, _ : ; | 
part, N12, By Faith, Hope, and Love. 


I THER:TO . we have ſeen the motion.of the. 

. & Love of God to his Creature z by which ic may 
appear, the whole Buſineſs of Man's Salvation is the 
work of Gods and Marr dppears in a manner paſhve 
in all the parts of ics In the! fending Light into his 
Underſtanding he is paſſkve3-In the enabling the. Un- 
derſtanding to receive this'Light; he is. till paſfrvez.Jri 
the ſubdmng- the Wilb'ro the:entertainment' of it,: he 
is ſtill paſhve: Yet ABA Eg pug of motion int ue 5 
which Yew fe! berthesbWVdt le of oor Creatvr in the 

_ firſt giving-oftir; /andagaiwi bis Work in' teviving} 
_ quickenling; ard enabling 1r57yvt he is pleaſed rorequire 
| ſro wr eel or nn [And thar 
are principall«&2@:510e} | 'Hope 20d:Love: we 
find them oftemines Joyted ihe: 1.741: 12; The 
Grace of but Eid war exttrding ubundant withoFairh; nnd 
love, which t in Chiiſbfaſas,u Tin. 1119) Hold faſt 1ha 
form of ſound words Bbich/thaw Waſh bearil of wit iu fabh and 
love , which"i#'tm Chtiſt Jeſwe, ih 5. \1Fof 1e' throwph 
the Spivit wait for the Hupe"off Right eouſu 1 Faith: fot 
in Jeſus: Chrift neicher cireanmeifian) availer oy thing; wo 
wicircamciſion,” bit Faith which worktrb by Lawegr Cot.'1 5. 
1';}, New abidety Faith," Mope,' ana Love, 8c; Bur. of 
theſe diſtinRly, and how'any or all of thefe do'ether 
unite, or move us-unto Union with our Saviour. * 
1. Faith, which is taken in a double ſenſe: 


LW 2 1. For 


244 Of the Kyowledge of God, PART IN, 


1. For that firm and ſound Afent of the Mind to 
Divine Truths,- wrote-Þy-the- Spirit of-God and fo 
differs little or nothing from ſupernatural Knowledge ; 
and thus, Heb. 11.1, ” Faith 13. the ehiaente of things not 
| feex;, and hath far its Objects, all Divine Truths. And 
as Chriſt dwells in our Hearts by Faith thus taken, 


Fphef. 3. 17. fo other Truths. dwell in the Heart by 
this Faith, viz. objectively : fo that PFaich thus raken, 
1s more properly an act upon the Soul, than an act of _ 
It : for in our Aflent to any Truth, our Soul 15 in truth; 
paſhve; the flrength of che Conviction conquers the. 


Soul. | 


» 


2. For that motion of the Youl,, whereby 'it reſts, 
caſts \and adventures it (elf upon the. Promiſes .0f God 
in Chrift for Remiſſon,and Salvation 3 :ang. (o'diffets 
from_the torme;, 1n chele three reſpectss ©: ©; 

1, 'In che Latitude of its Objects;.it 15more. reſtrain- 
ed than the former: 7 ele. 

'2.'1n che Order of its Betdg it is ſubſequent in the 
Order of Nature to the former, and producedifby it. 

3. In che Manner of ics working: Ion the work-of ſu- 
pernarufal Knowledge or Aﬀent, the Seyliis:paſhve: lin 
this, though.it be the work: of God, yer theſhouil 4s more 
active; As.the Sun, when it thmes upog&lolid Boay, 
doth cauſe a reflection of. his own beairsy- fo. when 
the Light of Grace falls uppn'the Heart.iv this ſpecial 
act of Faith, as in that of Love, there .is\a.xeflection 
from the. Soul back to God. And therefore thoſe 
Expreſlians of Faith in the Scripture, import, a motion 
m the Soul:. Chriſt comes into the Soul by his: Light. 
and Spiritz- and the Sou] again comes to. Chriſt, ch. 6. 

5. He that hath learned of the Father , cometh. amo me, 
As Chriſt abides| in the Heart by the former. act of 
Faich; fo by this Jatter, the Soul abides and incorpo- 
rates into him, and both theſe we have joyned together, 
Tohn 15. + Abiac.in me, ana I 19 you. 

| Now 
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Now this at of the Soul, is the moſt natural reſuſr 
upon the true diſcovery of a Man's own Condition, 
God's promiſe, and Chriſt's mediation unto the Son. 
When a Man finds, ' that the Sentence of Death is pa(- 
ſed upon him ' that nevertheleſs , God in infinite 
Love and Mercy, hath ſent his Son to be his Satisfa- 
ion and Righteouſneſs; and hath promiſed and pro- 
claimed by him, and in him, and only by him, Peace 
and Reconciliation, and that without exception of 
any perſon , though laden with never ſo much guilt 
and fin 3 and without any difficult Conditions: #%«- 
foever believeth on him , ſhonld not periſh , but have everlaſ?- 
ing life, John 3. 16, John 6. 40. That he is appointed 
a Sacrifice by him whom we offended, John 3. 16. 
God ſo loved the world, &c. The Son of God, and able 
to ſave to the uttermoſt them that come anto God by him, 
Heb. 7.25. The moſt genuine and natural motion of 
the Soul in ſuch a condition, and thus convinced , is 
Truſt, Afhance, and Divolution of the Soul apon this 
Promiſe of God in Chrilt. 

And it is an obſervable thing, how the Wiſe and 
Merciful Providence ef God hath ordered all things 
ſo, that we might be even neceſſtared to the right way 
of our Salvation, and to caſt our ſelves upon it Al 
were concluded under a common guilt, by the volunta- 
ry offence of Adam, Rom.5.1z. And if we could derive 
our Being from another , then we might eſcape the 
Guilt : and that Guile brought with it Death in the 
World, both eternal and temporal , bound upon us 
by irreverſible Sentence of an omnipotent God. But 
cannot I by my future obedience,emerit this guile ? No. 
What thou doeſt for the futore, is but chy Duty, and 
thou canſt not out-aRit : But grant thy future obedience 
might ſatisfie for the guilt under which thon lieſt, thou 
ſhalt have che Copy of that Rule which I required 
from thee, and once enabled _ to perform,, Do gar 

3 


_ I TITER PR " dave rs tl 24) 64th ON Eerr es wn As, 


246 Of the Kyoniedre of God, PART, IT. 
ard live: But be-fure-thou do-it, without turning to 
the right band or the left, 'with gby whole Might, and 
Mind , and:Sou}, without the leaſt averſion; and that 
out of the: tneer | Principle! of Love and Duty , and 
Onediencez and thy future obſeryance may expiate 
(i)it Original guilt: : yet; bux- Condition had Few. ſtill 
©&-{perate, *becaule as the Obedience was impoſlible, 
ſo th- leaſt niicarriage had -been fatal; for c«r/ed is 
every one that continueth not 14' gil. things which are written 
in the book, of the Law to av them, Gal. 3, 10. $0 we find 
an unverſal Guilt and Curſe gone over all, and all 


\ this diſcovered to; drive us to a: SAVIOUF, Galat. 3. 22, 


The Scriptt:re hath concluded all under a ſin, that the promiſe 
ly the jelth of '7eſus Chrift might be given to them that be« 
lieve;, 'We tind a righteous Lav given to our Nature, 
but 2s'the Obedience is unſatisfactory for a paſt Guilt, 
{o the Obſervance 1s become im off ble by reaſon of 
our Corruption whereby our diſobedience 1s rather 
excited than abated, :Rsm, 7. 8. When the commanament 
CAMe, fin revived . | and 1 died: And all this ſtill O drive 
us to the necethity of a Saviour, Row. 8. 12, What the 
law con(d,not ds, in. that it was weak through the fleſh , Goa 


ſending his own Sen jn the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin 


Congemned ſin in the fleſh. Thus in che midlt of all thoſe 
difhi u.cies, & Saviour preſents himſelf wich the ſuffrage 
of God, the-arteſtation of Types and Prophecies, with 
reconciliation:of all the difficulties which perplexed our 
Inquiries, with Ability-to fave to the uttermoſt, with 
Mercy, and Acceptation, and Pardon, and Righteou(- 
nels, and Happinels, offered and proclaimed to all, 
znd that upon moſt unhazardable and eafte terms; 
only believe him, and truſt on him. So then Faith 
is nothing elſe but that reſult of dependance upon, 
and confidence in, and adlterence unto Chriſt, - which 
foilows upon the| found Conviction of the Truth of. 
God concerning hym. It is true, the Faith of the An- 
. | | C1EALS 
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cients differed much in the diſtintneſs of its acting 
and object, from the Faith which is now required ; as 
Abraham's Faith, Calcb's Faith, &c. But in this, they 
both agreed, 1. That it was a Confidence, and Trult- 
ing upon God, in that which was revealed unto them 
by God. The Promiſes of a Son was made to Abra- 
ham , and he reſted upon God for the performance : 
The Promiſe of Canaan to the Jews, and Caleb and the 
believing fews reſted upon the Power and Truth of 
God to perform it : So with us, God hath promiſed 
Mercy and Happineſs to them that believe on Chriſt, 
the Soul reſteth and truſteth in the Truth and Power 
of God in Chriſt for it: 2. In that the Faich of both 
had a termination in Chriſt , though theirs more in- 
diſtintly and confuſedly , in reſpect that the ſame was 
not ſo clearly revealed unto them. In that Promiſe 
to Abraham, In thee ſhall all nations of the earth be 
bleſſed ; wherein the Goug was preached to Abraham, 
Galat. 3. 8. Abraham did ſee Chriſt, and rejoyced, 
Zohn 8, 56. And fo for the reſt of thoſe ancient Fa- 
thers, Rem, 10. 4. They arank of that ſpiritual rock that 
followed them, and that rock was Chriſt : Now the Effeits 
of Faith are of two kinds : 

1. In reference to God, our Juſtification z God ha- 
ving of his free Goodneſs exhibited the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt and his Satisfaction to be theirs, that ſhall 
truly know it, and reſt upon it, Row. Chap. 3,4,5, &Cc. 
Galat, 2. 16. | | 

2, In reference to us, Peace with God, Row. 5. 1, 
In him that is our Peace-maker: Humility , becauſe 
the Righteouſneſs, whereby we are juſtified, js none 
of ours, Rom. 3. 27, Where then is boaſting? -worketh 
by Love, Galat. 5. 6. OE 

2. Hope is but modally or objetively diltinguiſh- 
ed from Faith : for the ſame ſpiritual Life hich 
is wrought in the Soul, w brings Light with 

4 it, 
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1, when it looks upon Chriſt with Dependance and 
Recymbency is called Faith 5 when it looks upon the 
{1/t11.ing of theſe Promiſes, yet unfulfilled with Expecta- 
tion and Atlarance, is called Hope. They are but the 
a&tings of the tame {piritual Life with diverſity only, 
acc ving to the (diverſity of Objects. Hence they 
2.e inany times taken for the ſame thing, Heb. 11, 
© ith the [il Face ef things hoped for , Ephel. 4. 4. One 
Hite of your calling, Galat. 5.5. We through the Spirit wait 
for the Hope if righteonſreſs by Faith, Rom., 24 We are ſa- 
wed ty Hee, 1 Pet.|1. 4 Begotten again unto a lively Hope, 
And the Fiuir of this Hope, mult of neceſſity be Joy, 
Rej-rcing in Hope, [Rom, 12,12, And (uch a Joy, as at 
once takes off the vexation, ſorrow, and anxiety that 
the preateſt Afﬀiction in this world can afford, and 
Lkewife the fixing of the Soul with over much Delight 
upon ay thing that it here enjoys; becaule it looks 
beyond botit, upon a Recompence of Reward, that 
allays the bittcrne(s of the greateſt Affliction, 2 Cor. 4. 
17,18, Hcb. 11, and allays the Delight of the greateſt 
renmporal Enjoyment, Heb. 11. 26. Efteeming the reproach 
of Chiift, greater riches than the treaſures of Egypt : Puri- 
hes the Heart, John 3. 3. He: that hath this hope , pargeth 
him! , ever. as heirs pure : that 1s, winds up his Heart 
ro ſuch a Condition , as is ſuitable to his Expecta- 
t10N. | 

3. Tore: This! is that firſt and great Command- 
ment, Det, 6. 5. |atth, 22. 37. And therefore is the 
fultlling of the whole Law, Galar, 5. 14. Rom. 13. 
8, Becauſe it puts the only true and active Principle 
in the Heart, which carries him to all true Obedience. 
It is the higheſt Grace, 1 Cor. 1 3. 13. And that wherein 
contiiied- the Perfection of Humane and Angelical 
Name, becauſe|it was not only his Daty, but his 
Hippineſs: It was his Duty, becauſe the chiefeſt Good 
eclerved his chiefeſt Love, even out of a Principle of 
| EE Nature; 
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Nature; and ' his Happineſs, becauſe in this regular 
motion of the Creature to his Creator. God was 
pleaſed to exibit himſelf to his Creature, and accord- 
ing to the meaſure of his Love, was the meaſure of 
his Fruition. 

And in the Reſticution of his Creature, God is plea- 
ſed to reſtore this quality to the Soul, Gal. 5. 22. The 
firſt fruit of the Spirit is Love, 2 Tim. 1.7. The Spiric 
of Love, 1 Tm. 1. 14. with Faith and Love, 2 Theſ. 2. 
10, receiving the Love of the Truth, Epheſ. 4. 15. 
ſpeaking the truth in Love, 7=«e 21. keep your ſelves 
in the Love of God : now this Love is wrought by a 
double means: 
1, ' By the Knowledge of God, as he is the Beſt 
and Univerſal Good : and therefore it is impoſſible, 
that there can be the true Knowledge of God, bur 
there muſt be the true Love of God, 1 fobn 4. 8. He 
that loveth not , knoweth not God: And this is an Act 
grounded upon a rational Joon » Which even 
by the very Law and Rule of Nature teacheth us 
to value and eſteem that moſt, which 1s the greateſt 
Good. | 

2. By the Knowledge of the Love of God to us. 
The abſolute Goodneſs of God deſerves our Love; 
but the communication of his Goodneſs to his Crea- 
ture commands it : The former doth moſt immediately 
work upon our Judgment, and fo is a love of Appre- 
henfion; the latter upon our Wills, and fo is a love 
of Aﬀection ; and yer both upon right Reaſon, for as 
the Law of Nature teacheth us to Jove the Chiefeſt 
Good, ſo the ſame Law of Nature teacheth us.to love 
thoſe moſt, that do us moſt Good, and or agyane' 
love us moſt. Now when God by his Spirit ſheds 
abroad his Love into the Heart; and we once come to 
know the Love of Chriſt paſſing Knowledge, Ephe/. 3. 


19, The Soul, even'out of a natural ingenuity ( bein 
©. reſcued 
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reſcued by the Spirit of God from that malignity that 
{in and corruption, had wrought in it) cannot chuſe 
buc recurn to God again, that hath done ſo much for 
ſo undelerving a Creature. And therefore this was 
che great Wildom and Goodneſs of God in ſending 
Chrit in the Fleth! to die for us when we were Ene- 
mies, and in revealing that Goodneſs of his therein 
that in a way, proportionable to the conception an 
operation of our Souls, we might underſtand the great- 
nels of his Love to us: 1 fob» 3.16, Hereby perceive 
we the love of God, 1, John 4. 9g. In this was manifeſted the 
love of Ged, Ephel. 2.4. But Goa,who ts rich in mercy, for his 
great love,wherewith he loved ns,even when we were dead, (6c, 
God commanrdeth his love to ws, &c, All which being 
brought to a Soul that hath life in him, muſt needs 
work Love to God again, 1 fobn 4. 19. We love him be- 
© we he loved ms firſt, As 1t 1s the Love of God that 
gives us Power to love him for it is the firſt cauſe 
of our Happine(s,| and conſequently of our Love to 
God, wherein conſiſts our Happinels : ſo it is the im- 
mediate caule of our Love to him. When the Soul 
is convinced of ſo:much Love from fo great a God to 
{o poor a Creature, in very Ingenuity and Gratitude 
it cannot chule but return an humble and hearty Love 
to his Creator again. Methinks the Soul in the con- 
cemplation of the Goodneſs and Love of God , might 
veſpeak it felf to this effect : So immenſe and intinite 
's the Goodnels and Beauty of thy God, that were thy 
Being poſſible to be independent upon him, he would 
deferye the moſt houndlels and infinite motion of thy 
Love unto him : Bur here is yet farther infnitude ad- 
ded to an infinicude : he gave thee chy Being from no- 
thing, which was| an infinite act of his Goodneſs and 
Power unto thee, and doth and may juſtly challenge 
the higheſt tribute of Love and Glory , that thy Being 
cal recurn unto him : Buc had he given thee a _ 
— Deg, 
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Being , thy Debt had not been ſo great , ſo have the 
molt unaccompliſhe Creatures: But thy Being was dre(- 
ſed with an Intellectual Nature, and that Nature fur- 
nithed with Fruition of Happineſs , filling the ucter- 
molt extent of its Capacity, and that Happineſs guard- 
ed with ſuch a Law as was ſuitable to that Nature, full 
of Beauty and Order , in the obedience whereof, thou 
did(t at once perform thy Duty,and improve thy Felici- 
ty : Buc thou rejected(t all this, and becameſt a Rebel to 
thy God, and a ruine to thy (elf, and thou haſt improved 
thy ruine and rebellion by a voluntary rejection of thy 
Duty and thy = 69g until this hour : And what 
can(t thou expect, but a juſt return of an infinite Venge- 
ance from an omnipotent injured Creator , for ſo un- 
grateful a breach of an infinite Obligation ? But con- 
der what thy Lord hath done for thee for all this, 
and ſtay thy ſelf and wonder: Thy Lord proclaims, 
Return, thou backſliding Soul, and I will not cauſe 
mine anger to fall upon you, fer. 12. Hadſt thou of- 
fended thine Equal, for thy offended Equal to have 
{oliciced thy Reconciliation, had deſerved Acceptation 
and Love; But for the infinite God, to whom thou 
ovelt an infinite Duty; and haſt violated it, who is 
able to anmihilate thee, and can receive no advan- 
tage by thy return, to ſolicit it with an offer of a 
Reprieve, nay, of a Pardon ! But here's not all: our 
Deliverance from 'the Wrath of God , is wonder e- 
nough : Let me now be as one of my Fathers hired 
Servants, No, there is more yet, 1 fohn 3. 1. Behold 
what manner of love : he 1s content to accept of us as 
Sons, But what mult the Price be of ſo great a Change, 
or who.ſhall give it? Thy Lord, whom thou haſt thus 
injured , hath paid the Price of thy Redemption, and 
ſuch a Price as Heaven and Earth may wonder at the 
mention of it. The Son of God lays down his Life 
for his Rebels, Pardon, and Afdumption into a Pats 
LS neriiup 
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nerſhip with him in his own Kingdom : But thou arr 
not for all ehis, at.che End of thy Debt, this Price is 
rendred to thee upon eafie terms, Believe and live: 
and this Life accompanied with infinite Advantages, 
even Communion with this Creator. But yet fike 
the murmuring 1/ae/ite , thou wilt die with the Manna 
berween thy Teeth, unleſs God, who hath given thee 
tuch a Price of thy Redemption, enable thee to re- 
ceive him : He ſends his Spirit into thy Heart , with 
Light and Life, to {trive with thy unbelieving Heart, 
and to ſubdue it, and to cleanſe thy fhlthy and pollu- 
ted Heart, to bring Redemption into thy Heart, and 
to (olicite, perſwade, importune thy Heart to receive 
tim for thy own Good. What remains then, but that 
thou thouldeſt ever admire that Love, that hath done 
all this for thee; [that thou ſhouldeſt in all humility 
and humble reverence return love to thy Lord, and 
magnihe his condelſcen(10n, that he is pleaſed to accept 
the Love of his poor Creature; that thou ſtudy not to 
prieve the Spirit of that God, that hath taken this 
pains and care with thee for thy good; not to crucife 
again that Chriſt , that hath died for thee; that thou 
labour to find out what is the Will of thy Lord; and 
£o obey it; and tO walk in love, as Chrift alſo loved nr, 
ard hyth given himſelf for us, Ephel. 5. 2. | 
Now according| to the meaſure of the true Know- 
ledge of God, and of his Love in Chriſt, is the mea- 
fure of our Love to him : and as that Knowledye is 
the immediate cauſe of. its production, ſo it mult of 
neceſſity be che meaſure of its Degree. And although 
both the knowledge of his Abfolure Goodneſs, which 
excites the love of Defire , and the knowledge of his 
Benefatorinels to us , which increaſeth the love of 
Gratitude or Benevolence, are mingled in every Soul 
that truly loves God yet according to the different 
degrees of the diſcovertes of. either to tle Soul, fo - 
me 
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the different manners of .cheir working upon the Soul. 
The knowledge of the Perfection and Abſolute Good- 
nels of God is more ſuitable to an Angelical Nature, 
and therefore produceth an lugh Angelical and Intei- 
ſectual Love; for this Love begins with the Judgment : 
But becauſe our Nature, as it now ſtands, as it arrives 
ſeldom to ſuch a Knowledge, ſo feldom to ſuch a 
Love; and that Love, which comes into the Hearrt,, 


meerly upon ſuch Contemplations, is weak, mingled. 
with Servile Fears unactive, becauſe the Knowledge 
like the Sun in a Cloud, (hines dim, and the Hear, 
proves wateriſh and weak : But the knowledge of the, 
Goodneſs of God to us, as-it draws the -Goodnets. of, 
God nearer to us in Sen(e, ſo it ſtjikes more our. Af- 
fetions, which God hath placed, in us for this End. 
And this was the motive of Love; and COneeayF. 
of Obedience, both under: the Law, and under che: 
_ Goſpel; chough che Expreſſions of, that Love PRs, 
the Law had more in them. of Senfe., and under the 
Goſpel, more of Spirit, Dent, 30..20.. That thos mayc/t 
love the Lord thy God, and obey his voice, ard cleave-unto. 
him, for he is thy life, and the length of thy days, &&C. Luk, 7+ 
47. Her ſms, which are many, are forpiven , is D loved 
much, Chriſt argues from the mealure of her. Love, 
to the meaſure of God's Goodnels to her, and her Senſe 
of it. And here we have the true Principle of all true 
Obeaicnce to God : Thie bare External a of any thing 
commanded by God , -unle(s it move from a Heart or 
Principle conformable to the Will of Gpd, is ao Obe- 
dience : for all External actions, chem divided 
from the Will, they are all of one Kind and nature : 
The very ſame act proceeding from a Soul differencly 
principled, may be an a& of Obedience, ( viz. when 
proceeding from an obedient loving Heart; ); an at of 
compullion when proceeding. ijrom a bare ſervile 
Heart; a bruitiſh a& , whea it proceeds from a Soul 
| nor 
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not moved with any Conſideration; and an a& of 
malignity againſt God , when done out of a malicieus 
cunning deſign. Some even preached the Goſpel for 
Envy, Phil. 1. 16. So then, as the Knowledge of che 
Goodne(s and Love of God to us, is the immediate 
cauſe of the return of our Love to God; fo this love 
of the Soul unto God, is the trae and immediate Prin- 
ciple of all true Obedience unto God. Now theſe are 
the genuine and natural Efe&s of Love ro God * ' 

1. It makes a Man, to make God and his Honour ard 
Glory, the higheſt and ſupream End of all his ations. And © 
this muſt needs beſo in Reaſon: For as the great End 
of all the works of |God are his own Honour; ſo where 
there is true” Love to God , it cannot chuſe bur makd 
the Soul value thar- moſt, which God moſt values. 
As he mnft needs be convinced inhis Judgment, that 
that which God makes his End , muſt needs be the 
chief End of the Creatures a&tions 3 ſo where this Af- 
fection is, it muſt needs drive to that End : for if it 
ſhould in any thing go beſide that End, or not aim at 
it, there is ſo much want of Love. My Love to a 
Creature may confiſt with a croſſing of the End of that 
Creature our of my very love to it, becauſe the Crea- 
ture, which I love . may drive to an End, which is 
not for his own good : but this is impoſſible in caſe of 
my Love to God; for whatſoever moſt tends to his 
Glory, is moſt conformable to his Will, and whar- 
foever is conformable ro his Will , is moſt infallibly 
conformable ro rhe ſoundeſt and beſt Wiſdom. © 

2. It makes the Heart Conformuable wnto the Will of God - 
for he that loves God truly , makes his Will the mea- 
fure of his own : and it is impoflible to think that a 
Creatnre ſhould love God truly, and yer croſs the 
Will of him whom he thus loves. The Perfection 
of all Creatures, even inanimare, conſiſts in their Con 
formity to the Will and Law of cheir Creatoy, ſtampt 


upon 
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them in their Creation; and when 2 furn 
a\ide from this, they contra Diforder and Defor- 
mity 3 much more in caſe of a rational Creature, who 
is endued with Faculties ſulceptive and executive of 
the Will of God in a higher meaſure; And the Fruits 
of this Conformity to the Will of God are, 

1. A chearful Submiſſion to the actings of the Will 
of God upon us with Patience and Contentedneſs y' for 
it is his Will, whoſe Will I have made the meaſure 
of mine: and though I ſhall not ceaſe to make my 
humble application ro him for the removing of his 
Hand of what kind ſoever, yet I have learned of my 
Saviour to conclude, Not my will, bur thy will be done. 

2. A foliatous inquiry what this Will of God is 
for the ſame Love, that teacheth me to make his Will 
mine, teacheth me likewife to make inquiry after , this 
Will by my Prayers, by my Studies, and Inquiries e&#c. 

3. A ſtri&t wa}king according ro that Will , in all 
things, and at all times. 

3. This Love of God works an awful Converſation 
ad Heart before him. And this is that Fear of God 
which the wile Man tells us is the great duty of Man, 
{'6cleſ, 12. 13. Now the Fear of God may ariſe upon 
tome of cheſe Conſiderations : 

1. Ont of the meer Senſe of a Guilt incurred, and 
the Power and Wrath of God againſt the puilty Cre:- 
ture. Such was the fear of Adam before God had 
revealed the Cure of his Guilt, Gen, 2. 10. I heard thy 
voice 11 the garden and was afraid by 2nd this fear drives 
the Heart from God, and therefore he hid himſelf : 
and cherefore this Fear in the perfe&ion of it, is not 
conſiſtent with the Love of God; though fo mach of 
imperfection as our love unto God hath, ſo much even 
of this Fear may be in the Soul, Rem. 8.15. We have 
zet received the ſpirit of bondage again to fear. , 1 John. 4. 
IS. He that feareth is ret made perfetÞ in Love. | 

: 2, Out 
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2. Out of the mere ſenſe of the Majeſty, and Glory, 
and Power of God , and the ſubordination and ſub- 
jection and diltance'of the Creature, And iuch a Fear 
as this, as it may (conſiſt, ſo it ought to be joined unto 
our Love of God: And, although there were in us an 
impoſſibility to ſin, as in Angelical Natures , or bleſ- 
ſed Souls, yet this Awfulnels and Reverence to his 
Majeſty will be, and mult be in us: for all the Attri. 
bations of God muſt be received with anſwerable Af- 
fections in his Creature, and one hinders not the other. 
And this awe of the Majeſty of God in the Heart ex- 
prefſeth it (elf in ſuitable Deporements and Expreſh- 
ons without. Abraham, that was the Friend of God, 
yet forgets not his diſtance in his Prayer, Ger. 18. 27. 
Behold, now I have. taken upon me to ſpeak to the Lord, which 
am but duſt and aſhes. Exod. 34. 6. When God paſled 
by Aeſes, he proclaimed his Majeſty and Glory, as well 
as his Mercy and Goodnels : The Lord, The Lord Gea, 
Mercifal, &c. And it found a ſuitable affection of re- 
verence in Moſes ; he bowed his Head towards the 
Earth, and worſhipped. Even when we rejoyce in 
him, it muſt be wich Trembling, P/al. z. 11. And this 
is a great part of the Buſineſs of the Old Teſtament to 
acquaint revolting Man with the Majeſty of God, and 
to fence out thoſe irreverent and unbecoming thoughts 
that the degenerate Sons of Men had of the infinite 
God, 1/a 40. per totum, & Verſ, 18. To whom then' will 
ye liken Ged? And as the Angels in awful reverence 
co his Majeſty, are ſaid to cover their Faces, ( 7/a. 6. 
2. ) fo the twenty four Elders that fat about the 
Throne, caſt down their Crowns before the Throne, 
Fev. 4. 10, | | | 

' 3. Outof a ſenſe of his Goodneſs, mingled with 
che conſideration of his Greatre(sz which doth at once 
prove the value of his Meicy, that it ſhould come 


from fo great a Majcſty ; aid improve that Fear Nox 
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his Greatneſs , by mixing with an humble Love, 
the Love of a Child co a Father. And this is moſt 
ſeen in the care of avoiding any thing , which may 
diſpleaſe God, 1 Pet. 1. 17. Paſſing the ſojourning 
here in fear, This 1s that that makes them watch- 
ful and jealous of themſelves, leſt any thing un- 
beſeeming (v great an Engagement ſhould paſs from 
them. This Caution againſt Sin, riſeth from the 
5 of God under both the notions before expref- 
{ed. | 

i. As our Love is terminated in him , as the Clijef- 
et Good : and ſo we avoid fin out of fear of that loſs, 
which we may have by ir. This, 1t 1s true, is not 
without a mixture of Love to our ſelves, yet allowable 
to be a ground of our Care. . 

2. As our Love returns to him by way of Benes 
volence : Where Love is to an Equal, it creates art 
awe of giving diſtafte. How much more, when to 
the infinite God, and yer that fo far condeſcends in his 
Love to us. | 

4. Tlis Love of God breeds an endeavonr of Likeneſs 
ts him, The genuine effect of Love, is Union : and 
Similitude to the thing loved, hath a degree of Union 
in it. Now becauſe no Eye can fee God and live, 
neither can there be that proportion between us 
him, that we ſhould frame our felves unto his Image 
immediately, he hath given us three Copies of himſelf 
to take out, viz. 2 
- 1. In his Works: in his Patience, in his Goodnels, 
in his Mercy. | 

2. In his Word he hath tranſcribed for us a Copy 
of his Holineſs, 1 Per. 1. 16. Be 3e boly, for your heavenly 
Father is holy. : 

3. In his Son. God in the Creation, printed his 
Image upon Man 3 and Man by his fin broke it, 
and defaced it, as 44sſes did the _ Tables of _ 
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God gives a new Imaye of himſelf to Man : He 
hath given Is Son into the World, who is the Image 
of the inviſible Goal, Colole 1.15. 2 Cor. 4. 4 And while 
we look on lim with Faith and Love, we put him 
on, Rem. 13. 114 We grow up to the meaſure of 
his ſtature , Fphc/; 4. 13. We are changed into the 
{ſame image , from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. 3. 18. We put on the 
new Man, which is renewed in knowledge, after 
che image of him that created him, Co/sf. 3, 10. And 
we wete preceſtinate tobe conformabie co his image, 
Rom, S. 29. | 

5. This Love of God breeds in us an wraervaluing 
of all things in compariſon of him, And this 18 a natural 
eftect of Love: tor according to the meaſure of our 
Love, is the mealure of the Eſtimate of the things lo- 
ved : If God be the choiceſt and chiefeſt Object of 
our Love, it will, Iike 17/es his Rod, devour and con- 
found the reſt ,! eſpecially, when they come in compe- 
ctition With it : If we have ditorderly Paſttons, and At- 
fections, and Luſts. This I.ove of God will mortihe 
them ; for Chriſt 1s our Liſe; Aterrifie rtherefere your 
earthly members, &c, Colol 3.4.5. It will cracihe the fleth 
with the Aﬀections ana Luſts, Galar. 5. 24. I will pull 
out a right Eye, and cut offa right Hand, if it offend, 
Aatth. 5.24. | will teach a Man to hate his Mother, 
Wife, Children, Brotiiers, Siſters, yea, his own Life, 
when it coines in competition with his Saviour, Lk. 14. 
26. To elteem his outivard Priviledges, Learning, 
Reputation, c*c. and all things bur loſs and dung for 
che Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt, Philip. 3.8. 
'nay, the belt of our Obedience, Prayers, Righreouf- 
\nef6: Ic makes this humble Confeſlion; ©« O Lord, 
«I owe unto thee, the {trength of my Soul; and when 
« I have paid it, I am but an unprofitable Servant : 
*Thy Goodnels to me, is none of thy debt to thy 
| * Creature 3 
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« Creature; but my moſt exquilite and perfet Obe- 
« dience 15 due to thee : And: brhold, I have broughe 
” before thee thele Services: what there i is 11), chem 
« worth the accepting, 1s thy own, the work of>thine 
* own Spirit, the purchace of thine own Bload; the 

* reſt, | 3 is mine, and 15 an Object rather for thy 
ry VL to pardon, than thy Jultice to accept. 

. It wor ks true Sorrow for any [mm committed : for as 

It Ko chuſe but be ſenftble , as of any injury com- 
mitted to the God he loves; 10 moſt eſpecially of ſuch 
an injury as is done by himſelf. 
7. The Love of God is the only true Princinls of 
all Obedience. Faith works by Love, Epheſ; 5. 6. 
And Chrift died, not on'y to redeem us from our 
Iniquities, but to prorijie unto himfelf a peentiar people, 
zealous of good works, Tit. 2. 11. And we are created 
in Chriſt unto good Works, Fpbeſ. 2, 10, And this 
;s the will of God your Father , even your ſandlification, 
1 Thefl. 4. 3. And it is as "impoſſible, that where 
the true Love of God 15, theſe can be wanting; as 
it 1s for the Sun to be without his Light. The Love 
of Chriſt is a conſtraining Love, 2 Cor. 5. 14. And 
he aied for all, that they that live , ſhould not from hences 
forth live to themſelves, but to him that aied for them, and 
roſe again. Our Obedience to Chriit is the true Experi- 
ment of our Love to him, mat I4. 15. If ye love meg 
 heep my Commanaments, 1 John 2. 3. So our Love is the 
only true Principle of our Obedience, Denteronom. 6. 
4. and 10. 12. And now, O Iſrael, what ah the Lord thy 
Ged require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, and to 
walk #n his ways, ard to love him, and to ſerve the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy Soul, The 
Love of God cannot be without his Fear and Obe- 
dience. Noiy the 2ualifications ariſing from this Love, 
Will be, 
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1. A Sincere Obcaience , becauſe ir proceeds from 2 
Principle within: for the Obedience is formed in the 
Hearc, before it is formed in the Action. Love can- 
not be diflembled, becauſe its reſidence is in the Soul : 
the action that proceeds from Love, mult needs be 
therefore {incere, | 

2.:iA Perpetual Oteaience 5 becauſe the Principle 
within is perpetual and | increaſing : for the more 
a Man loves God, the more God is pleaſed to 
diſcover his Goodneſs to him; and conſequent- 
ly his Love increaſeth , and conſequently his Obe- 

ence. | 

3. Univerſal Obedience; for it is the ſame Principle 
within, that looks univerſally upon all. The Obedt- 
ence is upon this ground. It is the Will, and the. 
Command of him whom I love, that ingageth my. 
Obedience : and whereſoever I find that impreſſion, 
there is my ground : If. the thing commanded , be 
more unſuitable| ro my Conſtitution , Occaſ1ons, Ext- 
gencies, yet it hath the Impreſſion of my Lord up- 
on it, I will by his ſtrength and Grace obey it : If 
T love him, his Will, and not my own, mult be the 
meaſure of my! Obedience. And this 1s the reaſon 
why the breach of one Command of God know- 
ingly, 1s the breach of all, becauſe, if my Obedt- 
ence to the reſt, had been rightly principled upon 
the Love of God, the ſame Love would have 1n- 
g1ged me to the obedience of this : my Obedience 
cherefore to the reſt, is not Obedience , but a Pre- 
rence or Shew'. Some: Commandments of God 
do include in |them a greater ſuitableneſs to che 
Rational Nature of Man'than others ; ſuch are che 
Laws of Nature, the Decalogue : ſome are ſuch 
Commands, as ſeem only to be Experiments of our 
Obedience ; ſuch were the Ceremonial Commands; 
the Command |ro Atr1ham, to ſacrifice his Son 3 

| | tO 
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co the Young Man, to ſell all he had : But where 
this true Principle of the Love of God is. there 
will follow Obedience to both 3 though the more 
hard the Command, the greater meaſure of Love 
to God 1s required to a full performance of it. Ir 
reaches Obedience, where the thing commanded , is 
of it (elf full of _—_ as all Moral Commands 
are, becauſe but the A frac of his Image: and it 
reacheth to obey where the Command ſeems to 
carry nothing in it, but aſperity, and unuſefulneſs ; 
for it hath made the Will of God the meaſure of 
its own Will. Now concerning the Subje& of our 
Obedience, how far it extends, and what the Rule 


of 1t 1s, viae 1nfra. 
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Cc it AI, At. 


41; hy , or by 1 p, reaſon the act of Faith worxeth 
Our Cninn J wt /) Chriſt Z and /o OY Juſtiſicatiou 
17 the feehr of D/ ' Covd, | 


IEHE I; TO we ROI ſeen thoſe motions of 
God to his Creature, and the motion of the 
Q CAtUre UV God avains and both thele mult needs 
Ci} 111 Lnon :/and this Union can be no otherwile 
than in the Son, in whom the Divine and | Humane 
Nature WW E1E uniced in one Perſon, in whom the di- 
ſtance and C \fFerence between God and Man, were 
f1 le up and 1c econciled, And by virtue of our Union 
wich him, as our fins are mace, as it were DIS, 1 in point 
of In \ULAtIO! 12nd Satisfaction, fo we have all that com- 
MUNCeavie god that Was in Chriſt : his Righteoulſnels, 
Phil; 0. 9, tie Rig: recitſrieſs mich is of God by Faith : [11S 
[. w (raldf, 2, Ac ki: Death, Galat, 2.20. 1 am crucified 
with Cirift : his Spirit, Row, 8. 9, his Reſurrection, 
Fete! 2.6, þ ath YA [cd Hs $5 together , and made ns fit 
$:£e fer with "im 131 Leawenty pe. ces, Colol. ra Buried 
Wl: Li 4 17 Z afrifmn, WHhErem all Je are riſen with him 
11-7042 tle ; 'tf4. of the per ation of God : of his Son- 
hip I and Heirſhip, C4lah, 4. 7. Heirs of Goa through 
Co 22. 
Nov; 2!l theſe thi = Graces of God, wrought in our 
Hearts | Uh the WP )! vol Ot Goa )1 4 are motions unto Unon, 
= 2ctot!F, ,is tie kr {t act of the Soul, and there- 
hat act; -\ I!" Uwreby th iS Union 1s formally ma.e: 
01 Sol [11d 70 bt juſtthed by Faith, Rem. 3. 28, 
Off the Righteouſnels of Go d by Faih, 


Rom, 
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Rem, 3, 22. Phil, 3, 9. viz. That by the Eternal Coun- 
ſel and Goodneſs of God, Chrilt is put in the place 
of him that believes, in reſpe& of his ſins; and he 
that believes is in the ſight of God, þut in place or 
ſtead of Chriſt, and by that means is judged righteous 
in the ſight of God, even by that very Righteoul- 
nels, which was the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the Me- 
diator. And when we ſpeak of Faith, we muſt not ' 
intend that work of the Spirit of God in our Souls, 
whereby we believe; for by the very ſame work is 
wrought belief, love of God, and hope in him: But 
it is that a&t of that Life ſo wrought, which doth be- 
lieve, Now we ſhall con{tder, y, or by what reaſon the 
a of Faith worketh our Union with Chriſt, and [> our juſti- 
fication 1n the {1ght of God : 

1. Becauſe it is the Will ef God, lohn 6. 49. This is 
the will of him that ſent me, that every one which ſecth the 
Son, and believcth on him, may have everlaſting life : He, 
that is the great diſpenſer of his own Goodnels, 1s 
pleaſed that this thall be the means of that Diſpenſa- 
tion. In ancient times before the coming of Chriſt, 
he was pleaſed to uſe other immediate In{truments, 
{uch were Circumciltion , Obedience to thoſe Laws 
which he gave : theſe had not their Efficacy of them- 
ſelves , for they were indifferent things; but they had 
their Ethcacy upon theſe grounds: 1. The Divine 
Inſticucion to that End : 2. The mingling of the Et- 
ficacy of the Sacrifice and Satisfa&tion of Chriſt with 
3. A performance of them with an Obedtential and 
believing Heart, which, though is was not always 
accompanied with an explicite and actual belief of 
Chrilt, yet it was not without thus much Faiths 
ziz, That it was a thing injoined by God for ſome 
lpecial Purpoſe, for the good of his Creature. And 
thus likewiſe in Infants, who are not capable of an 


actual exerciſe of Faith , God hath queſtionlels, ſome . 
| Sy 4 fecrer 


aa 
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ſecret efficacious| means of the application of Chriſt's 
Sacrifice unto them. Thus , proportionable to the 
Condition of his Ele& in all times and Conditions, 
God is pleaſed to proportion a means to make this 
Sacrifice effeftual. To the ancient Fathers, that had 
not tne ſame opportunity of believing, in reſpe&t 
Chriſt was not revealed tg them ſo clearly as to us, it 
was his Will to appoint at leaſt, a more implicite and 
obſcure act of Faith : They were ſhut up unto the 
Faith that (hould|afterwards be revealed, Galzr. 3. 23. 

2. Becaule Faith 1s the firſt aft of the New Life, 
wrought in the Heart by the Spirit of God, tending 
to Union : It is true, that Knowledge is that which 
precedes all the works of Grace in the Soul; butin 
this, the Sou] is not ſo much active, as paſhve ;z and 
Knowledge doth not of it ſelf, unite the Soul to the 
Object, wiz, Chriſt, as it doth unite the Object to the 
Soul : But the firſt motion of the Soul to Union, is 
not that Faith of Afent, which differs nor from 
Knowledge, but the Faith of Recumbency or Ad- 
herence. And this priority of the att of Faith 15 not in 
time, for Life is wrought all at once in the Soul; but 
in Nature and [actual operation. And this priority 
of Faith in this ſenſe is pon three grounds : 1. In reſpect 
of the nature of the Act. 2. In reſpect of the nature 
of that Truth, upon which it fixeth. 3. In reſpect of 
che Condition of the Creature. | 

1. In reſpect of the nature of the Att, The Creature 
is created eſſentially depending upon God 3 and De- 
pendance 1s the firſt relative a&t of the Creature unto 
che Creator; as it is the firſt relation, ſo the firſt mo- 
tion of 2 rational Creature unto God, is by an act 
of Dependance and Recumbence upon his Truth and 
Goocnefs. Ard herein conliſted as the firſt a of 
Union, in our | uncorrupted Nature, unto God, fo 
herein was the fi:{t breach that was made upon 5% 
« | | E/, 
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 Gev, 3, 1. Tea, hath God ſaid, 8c, Man's Duty was Re- 
cumbency, and Truſt, and Reliance upon the Good- 
nels of his Creator, and the Devil weakens his Faith 
or Dependance upon his God, and deceives him. His 
firſt Fall was Diſtruſt in the Word and Goodneſs of 
God, and his firſt Recovery muſt be by Recumbency 
upon him, his Truth, and Goodneſs. 

2. In reſpect of the nature of the Meſſage. It 1s a 
Meſlage, that as it requires, ſo it concerns our Faith 
and Recumbency. It 1s a Promiſe of Mercy and Peace 
unto as many as believe the Meſſage: According to 
the nature of the thing known, is-the motion of the 
Heart towards it: This is a Meſſage of Deliverance 
and Peace, with a Command to reſt upon it; there- 
fore of neceſſity, the firſt a&t muſt be Recumbence, 
John 11. 40, Said I not, if thou wouldeſt belie: e, tho ſhonla- 
eft ſee the Glery of God, Ex0d. 14. 13. Fear net, ſtand ſtill, 
and ſee the ſalvation of the Lord, The firſt a&, thata 
Meſlage of Deliverance from God worketh upon the 
Heart, that entertains it, is Recumbency and Reſting 
upon the Truth and Power of God. 

3. In reſpect of the Condition that this Meſſage of 
Deliverance finds «s im, We are incompaſled every 
where with Guiltz and the avenger of blood purſues 
that guiltz and we cannot by any means find any 
Power in our ſelves, or in any other Creature, to 
eſcape it ; The Soul being ſeriouſly convinced of this, 
God preſents unto jt the Satisfaction and Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, his Promiſe of Acceptation of it, and 
our deliverance from his wrath by it : And now the 
Soul, like a Man ready to be drowned, firſt lays hold 
of the Cable that is thrown out to him, even before 
it hath Yeiſure to contemplate the Goodneſs of him, 
that did it. So the condition of our Miſery teacheth 
vs fir{t to claſp the Promiſe of Mercy and Salvation in 


| Ciriſt 3 and then to conſider and contemplate the great 
Mercy 


| 
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Mercy and Goodnels of God, and to entertain it with 
Love and Thankfulneſs. An extream Exigence will 
give a Man ſome conhdence to adventure upon a dif- 
cult and unlikely occalion of deliverance 3 becaule it 
is pofltble his Condition may be bettered, it cannot 
be made worſe, 2 Kings 8.4. 1hy fit we here until we 
aie ? if we ener into the City, the Famine #s in the City, 
ard we ſhall die toe 5, if we fit frill bere, we die alſo : Now 
therefore let ks for! into the Huſt of the Aſſyrians, if they ſave 
gs alive, we. fall lives, and if they kill 1s, we ſhall but die, 
Even to, even 11/4 way of Reaſon , may the Soul de- 
bate vyith it (eif:|T hind my Condition miterable, and 
I know not how to avoid it: when I look into my 
ſelf, I ind a guilty 2nd condemmng Conſcience ; when 
I look bultind me, | ſee the avenger of blood purſuing 
me, and ready to overtake me; when I look before 
me, I {ee nothing bur a Hell to receive me in my flight ; 
\len 1 look upward, I behold an oftended and angry 
God, armed with Power and Juſtice to condemn me. 
Ic is true, he is/a Merciful and Bountiful God ; bur 
that augravates my Mitery. What Comfort can the 
thouvhe of a nevlected, an abuſed Mercy add unto 
me ? {© that now, as my Miſery is intolerable, fo it is 
inextricable : as I c:nnot help my (elf, ſo 1 can ſee no- 
LiRY wichout me bur ſtorms, but trouble , and dark- 
net>, and dimnel(s, and anguiſh, /z. 8. 22. and a guilt 
within me, t1ti!l telling me worle is to come : and to 
ptevent my deſpair, I turn me to the Creatures , to 
Friends, to Pleatures; but alas !* they have no more 
taſte in them than the white of an Egg; like Drink in 
2 Fever, they increaſe my Torment. In the mid(t of 
all this tempeſt of the Soul, the Love of God, like the 
Dove to tlie drowning Ark , lets fall an Olive Branch, 
4 .37:;x:e, a Meſlage and Promile of Life and Delive- 


12140, wan invitation to Peace and Salvation. Let any 


1411 judge nov, whether a Soul ſealtble of his own 
| I, Condi- 
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Condition, will not greedily, and even before it hath 
leiſure to contemplate the Mercy, lay hold upon it, 
reſt upon it, get unto it : fo that the condition of the 
Soul, and the ſenſe of it, doth even drive the Heart, 
in the firſt a&t of its. Illumination , to coming unto 
Chriſt, and reſting upon him : And then the Soul hath 
' more opportunity to diſcover, and contemplate, and 
value the Goodneſs of God , whereby the Love of the 
Soul to God, 1s more and more excited and increaſed. 
And thus we ſee how the Believer is united unto 
Chrilt : not corporeally , nor yet ſubſtantially z yer 
really and (ſpiritually, theſe motions of the Soul being 
mer and entertained with Objects ſuitable to their ut- 
znoſt latitude : Our motion unto him by Faith and 
Adherence, fiads not only an invitation before it come, 
Matth. 11. 28. Come mnt me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy lanen, and I will give yon! reſt : But a reſt when it 
doth come : Our motion unto him by our Love, finds 
an entertainment with Fruition, fohn 14. 23. If a mas 
love me, he will keep my woras, and my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him : 
Our Hope entertained with Aſſurance, and the Pre- 
poſſeſſion of our Expectation, obs 14. 2. 1 go to prepare 
a place for you, 1 Pet. 1.4, An inheritance meorruptible 


and undefiled, reſerved in Heaven, In the creation of 


Man, as likewiſe of Angels, God placed in them 
Powers ſuceptive and able to receive a great meaſure 
of his Truth, ' Glory, and Goodneſs : And when he 
had furmſhed them with Veſlels, as I may ſay, of chis 
Capacity, he filled them with his Light and Goodneſs: 
And herein conſiſted that great Union berween God 
and his Creaturez and conſequently his great Happt- 
nels. And in Man's Reſtitution , the ſame courle is 
taken to make him happy again. Here is the diffe- 
r2:-2, and our accefſion ot Happineſs, that this Mercy 


' 0-/7 JT into our own hands, but into the hands of » 
our 
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our Mediator for our uſe. For as in him dwells the 
fulneſs of God, fo every true Believer dwells in him, 
and makes © j{ahy Body , which is the fulneſs of him 
chat filleth all in all, Zphe/{ 1. 23. And is thereby fil- 


led with the Fulneſs of God, Fpheſ. 3. 19. 


4 


— _ 


CHAP Xx 
The Effect; of our Union with Chriſt 


'O W we come to conſider the Effefs of this ear 
Union with Chriſt more diſtinctly. 
1. Remiſſion of Sins, Epheſ;) 1. 7. Colo. 1. 14. I» whom 
we have reaemption through his bliod , even the forgiveneſs 
cf fins : For by virtue of our Union with him, the Fa- 
ther looks upon us, as having made that Satisfaion for 
Sin, which in truth l:iis Son made. 
2. Puſtification :| For as by virtue of our Union with 
him, his Satisfaction is ours, fo is his Righteouſneſs. 
And hence that Righteouſneſs, by which we are made 
righteous in the {1ght of God, is called the Righte- 
outnel(s of God, 'z Cor. 5. 21, That we might be made 
the Rightconſneſs of God in him, Phil. 3. 9. That 1 
may be found in him, not having mine own righteouſneſs , 
which is of the Law, but that which 1s through the Faith 
of Chrift, the Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith: 
And therefore Jer. 23.6. 33. 16. he is called , The 
Lord our Righteouſneſs, And indeed without this, though 
it were polſlible, |that we could have our fins forgi- 
ven, yet without this Righteouſneſs, we could not 
actually attain Happineſs. Chriſt therefore mult pre- 
ſent us Holy, as well as unblameable, Clef. 1. 22. So 
then, being one with him, as our fins by impuration 


——— 
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were his, and his Satisfaction ours , ſo was alſo his 
Righteouſnels. / 

3. Peace and Reconciliation with Ged : For. as God 
from Heaven, proclaimed himſelf well pleaſed in his 
Son, ſo if we are one with him, he is Conmapent'y 
well pleaſed with us. And this Concluſion follows 
naturally from our Juſtification in the ſight of God : 
"The controverlie between God and his Creature was 
Sin; and when Chriſt took up that Controverlie, there 
mult needs follow peace, Rom. 5.1, Being juſtified by 
Faith we have Peace with God through Chriſt, Colol. 1. 20. 
Having made Peace through the blood of his Croſs, Eph, 2, 14. 
For he is our Peace : And the conſequent of this Peace 
with God, is Peace with the Creature, who, when Man 
became Rebel to God, became Rebel to Man, unuſe- 
ſul, vain, full of vexation : but by our Peace reſtored 
with our God, our Peace with the Creature, is part of 
our Portion, Godlineſs having the Promile of chis Life, 
as well as that to come, 1 Tim. 4.8. Matt.6.33. and peace 
with our own Conſciences: Conſcience was God's 
Vicegerent in Man, and when her Lord is angry, the 
Conlcience will chide: It is a Glaſs, wherein a Man may 
by reflection, ſee the face of Heaven, and of his own 
Soul. But when once the Heart is ſprinkled from an 
evil Conſcience by the Blood of Chriſt, Heb. 10. 2. 22. 
the Conſcience is quiet, for Heaven is quiet. As Peace 
was the Proclamation of an Angel at the Birth of Chriſt, 
Luke 2. 1 4. ſo Peace was the Legacy of Chriſt, when he 
was leaving the World, fohn 14. 27. 4/y Peace I leave 
with you, And the Fruit of this Peace, muſt needs be Joy : 
When a Man upon ſound grounds doth find that his 
Peace is made with Heaven, there cannot chuſe but be 
a Joy anſwerable to the ſenſe of fo beneficial a Peace. 
Therefore Row. 14. 17. The Kingdom of God iS Righre- 
enſneſs, and Peace, and foy in the Holy Ghoſt, Row. 15. 13. 
The God of Hope fill you with all foy and Peace in gre 
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Where there 1s Faith. there will be Peace; and where 
Peace, Joy : and therefore when Chriſt had nnithed the 
work of our Redemption, that Spirit which he ſent in- 

to the World, is called the Comforter, fobz 1 5. 26, 
4. The Spirit of Chriſt : and that may be taken thefe 
ways. | 
1, The immediate Communication: of the Hely Spirit, 
wherewich Chriſt himſelf was indued : for, as 1n re- 
{pe of the Union of the. Divine Natutce , there was 
an Eflential Union between the Son and the Spirit ; 
{o by that Union of both Natures in one Perſon, there 
was a Communion of the ſame Spirit unto Chriſt ; 
_ The Spirit defcended upon him like a Dove, AZarth. 3. 
16. God gave him not the Spirit by meaſure, fohn 3. 
34. Now as Aaron's Ointment , that was poured firit 
upon his Head , | deſcended upon the Hem of his Gar- 
ment 3 ſo by virtue of our Union with him, that Spt- 
rit, that was without meaſure poured upon our Head, 
was in ſome meaſure, diffuſed upon all that are uniced 
ro him : and as the fame Soul, that actuates the 
Heart and the Head in a more plentiful and eminent 
manner, doth inactuate the molt inconſ1derable part 
of the ſame Body ; to the ſame Spiric, that is in Chriſt, 
IS in every one that is united unto him, though in a 
diflerent degree of OPeration , Rom, d. 9. If Ay man 
have not the Spirit of Clwif, he is none of his, 2 Cor. 6.17. 
He that is joynea nito the Lord, is one Spirit, And by 
this Spirit of Chriſt , which he giveth and communt- 
cateth unto thoſe that are united unto him , they are 
ſaid to be ſealed by the Spirit of Promiſe, Epheſ. r. 
13. 2 Cor. 1,22. viz, It 15 by this Spirit of Chriſt, 
that we have accels unto God, Fpheſ. 2. 18. We have 
acceſs by one Spirit wnto the Father : and it 1s this Sparit 
that forms our Deſires in us; and by this means, our 
Deſires are not only diſcovered unto God, that knows 
the mind of his own Spirit , but they are alſo cot 
| formable 
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ſormable unto the Will of God, Rom. 8. 27. He that 
ſearcketh the heart , knoweth what is in the mind of the Spi- 
rit, becanſe be mabeth interceſſion for the Saints , according 
to the will of God. And as the Father did hear the Son 
always, becauſe his Delires were conformable to the 
Will of his Father, 7o/n 11. 42. 1 know that thou heareſt 
me always: (0, fon 16, 23, Whatſccucy ye ſhall ak, the 
Father in my name, he ſhall give it you : for it is a Petition 
{ramed by that Spirit, which 1s the Spirit of Chrift, 
and of God; and what his own Spirit deſires, it is 


lis own Will to grant : And for this cauſe, it 1s called 


the Spirit of Adoption 3 Rem. 8. 15, God 15 pleaſed 
£o accept the Prayers and Services of the Members 
of Criſt in him, even as the obedience of his own 
Sons, becauſe they are moved and actuated by the 
very {ame Spirit , which is the Spirit of his Son. And 
as the intriatecal form of things 1s that which inſtru- 
mentally conforms the qualities and proportions of the 
thing which it informs unto that intrinſecal form, and 
{uits it with Qualities and Conditions ſuitable co its 
Operations ; ſo rhis Spirit of Chriſt doth by degrees 
conform the Soul, the Afﬀections, the whole Man, 
unto the Image of Chriſt, changing it into the ſame 
Ince, 2 Cor. 3.18, And this Spirit of Chriſt. doth 
lead them into all Truth," oh» 16. 13, And from 
hence it Is, that he that is the true Member of Chriſt, 
cannot continue in a conſtant courſe of fin, 1 7oh» 3. g. 


For his ſeed remaineth in him, v1t. That Spirit of Chriſt, 
by which he is actuated , and by which he is born of 


God, 7ohn 3. 6. That which is born of the Spirit, 1s Spurit. 
That abiderh in him, and will be deprees, like a li- 
ving Spring , work out that mudd , that our own fleth 
and cort uprion caſt into us. 


2. Which is a fruit of the former, The mind of 


Chriſt. For this Spirit of God works a Conformity in 
the Heart and Life to Chriſt , whole Spirit it is: This 


Spirit 


Yoo 
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Spirit of Chriſt makes an impreſſion of the Image of 
Chriſt upon the Soul and Life. The like Effect with 
this, we find in all things : In matters Natural, the vi- 
Cinity of two things together, works a Conformity 
of the weaker to the ſtronger , either Element or 
Form : In matters Moral, Converſation between two, 
breed a Conformity in Manners , even difterent from 
their otherwiſe natural Conſtitution : much more, 
where the Spirit of Chriſt lays hold on che Soul, and 
unites a Man unto Chriſt, there is not only new Com- 
pany , but a new Form , and conſequently of nece(- 
{ity a new frame and temper of Heart and Life, con- 
formable ro ſuch Company , and to. ſuch a Form. 
And in order to this Conformity unto Chriſt , the 
Old Converſation, the Old Man, which 1s corrupt, 
according to the deceirful Luſts, Epheſc 4. 22. mult be 
put off; the Aﬀections and Luſts muſt be crucified, 
Galat, 5. 25, the Body will be dead becaule of in, 
Rem, 8. 10. Ungodlineſls and Worldly Lutts will be: 
denied, Tir. 2. 12, For theſe make a deformity from 
Chriſt 3 ſuch a Spirit, as the Spirit of Chriſt, cannor 
long endure to inform or inhabit ſuch a Soul , but if 
it come into him, it will change him: And in ſtead 
thereof, the Man ſhall be born again by the Spiric, 
7ohn 3. 5. the Spirit will be Life, Rom. 8. 10. Chriſt 
will be new formed in them , Galar. 4. 19. the walk- 
ing will be in the Spirit, Galat. 5. 25. the New Man 
will be put on, even the Image of Chriſt, Righte- 
ouſne(s and true Holineſs, Epheſ; 4. 24. Chriſt will 
be put on, Ga/at. 3. 27. Rom. 13. 14. the Life will 
be the Life of Chriſt, Galar. 2. 20. the Heart will be 
che Habitation | of Chriſt , Epbeſ. 3. 17. of God, 
Epheſ. 2.22, of the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. 6. 19. the mind, 
the mind of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 2. 16. the temper of the 
Soul , the ſame with his, humble as he was humble, 


Phil. 2. 5. holy, as he is holy, » Per. 3. x6, long; ſuf- 
ering 
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ting and indulgent as he was, fob» 13. I5, Bebold, 
have 1 not given you an example, Patient under the 
Will of God, &c. And by Conformity unto Chriſt, 
Man is put into a right ſtate, and in that order to- 
wards God himſelf and others, as he was in his creati- 
on, and thereby in ſome meaſure reſtored to that 
Happineſs which he had by reaſon of that order : The 
Happineſs and Peace of every thing conliſting in the 
due obſervance of that ſtation and Rule, which God 
hath given ic. And this Conformity unto Chriſt, is 
our Santification , which is nothing elſe , but a teſto- 
ring of Man in ſome meaſure to that Conformity un- 
co the Will of God, in which he was created. Man 
by fin, loſt chat impreſſion of God's Image : G 

was pleaſed to give us his Son, who is the expreſs 
Image of his Father , and by this Spirit of his to re- 
imprint that Image again upon as many as behold him, 
and come unto him by Faith, 1. Theſ. 4. 3. This is 
the will of God, even your Sanitification ; ſo that the 
SanRifcarion or Obetions » Which is Mr in us, 
and required of us, is the Conformity of the Vu! 
of Man to the Will of God. The Obedience perform- 
ed unto God by the Faithful, ariſeth from' s donb/e 
Principle, | 


dy : and 


q - # 


274 Of the Knowledge of God, PART II. 


Image of God : This IS Regeneration ; the birth of the 
Spirit; the forming of Chriſt in us , the Sanctification 
of the Spirit, z The/. 2. 13. 
* 2, That whereof before is ſpoken, Love wnto God) 
which is always the Soul of all true Obedience. The 
Soul finds the Goodne(s, and Rectitude and Beauty 
of God, and'of all his Commands, and therefore out 
of a Judicial Love, it is ſenſtble of the ingagement 
chat it ows to God ; and therefore our of Gratitude, 
it will, as far as the ſtrength of the Soul can reach, 
obey the Commands, which are fo Righteous, of her 
God, that is ſo Gracious: It finds, that it was the 
Purpole of God ; he created us unto good Works, 
Epheſi 2. 10. that as many as are in Chriſt , ought co 
walk as he walked, 1 oh» 2. 5. That the Son of 
God died to deſtroy the works of the Devil, 1 fob 3. 
$. to purifie unto himſelf a People zealous of Good 
Works, Tit. 2. 14. That Chriſt hath ordained , that 
his Diſciples ſhould bring forth ao} hows 15.16, 
That for this cauſe Chriſt died, cc. that from thence- 
forth, they that live,thould nor live unto themſelves,@c. 
2 Cor. 5. 15. Now the true Love of God, makes the 
Will of God, to be his Will, and the Glory of God 
his End: if there were no Beauty in the thing com- 
manded, yert/thall I diſpute his Will, that hath redeem- 
ed me? thall I go aboutto diſappoint him in the End 
of his Death for me? ordinary Reaſon teacheth me 
to ſublcribe and yield Obedience to the Commands 
of God, for they are all moſt Wiſe and moſt Juſt 
Commands ; and though I ſee not the Wiſdom, Ule- 
fulne(s , and Juſtice of them, yer the ſame Truth, that 
cells me, his ways are unſearchable and paſt finding 
out, teacheth me to obey, when I diſcern the Au- 
cthority , though not the Reaſon of the Command. 
Burt if it were not ſo, ſuppoſe I could be a loſer by 
my Obedience, 1 cannot loke fo much as Cy 
5 reely 
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freely received from him that commands me : When 
Abraham received a Son from the Goodneſs of God, 
and God required him again , Abraham obeys, though 
his Obedience had left him as Childle(s 2s the Pro- 
miſe found him : But the greateſt Command, that TI 
can receive from my Saviour , cannot return me to 
' ſo bad a Condition,as his Pity and Mercy found me in: 
If he require my Riches, my Liberty; my Life. yer he 
leaves me ſomewhat , which without his Goodneſs, 
I had loſt, and doth more than countervail all my other 
Lofles , even my Everlaſting Soul : When he requires 
theie of. me, be pays me intereſt for them, Aatth. 19. 
29, But if he did not, yet the Price of my Soul in or- 
dinary Gratitude , may deſerve the life of my Body; 
for what can a Man give in Exchange for his Soul ? 
Matth. 16 26. | 
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CHAP. XI 


Concerning the putting off the Old Man : and 

1. What it 15. 

N OW concerning the putting off the Old Alan, two 
chings are con{1derable: | 


1. Whar cl:is Old Man is. 
2. How we muſt put him off. 


For the former, it is nothing but that Ataxy, Diſ- 
order, and Corruption , which by ſin did fall upon 
Our Nature : It is not onr Nature in its effentials, for 
that is ſti!] good ; but the abſence of the Goodneſs and 
Perfection of 'the reaſonable Soul, which conſiſted 
in the Conformity to the Will of God, which is the 
Beauty and Perfection of every thing. And from this 
diſorder in the Soul , proceeds the diforder in the Life 
and Actions. And this Old Man hath « double ſtrength 
and advantage u on 1s: ; 

1. 1: :t {c/f,, the Corruption and Diſorder is fo unr- 
yerlal, that the whole Soul is bound under it : it hath 
no ſuppliesof jrs own to reſcue it (elf; for they are all 
corrupted : it/is therefore called a Dominion of Sin, 
Rom. 6. 12. a body of death, Row. 7. 24. a Law of 
Sin, bringing the Soul into captivity, Row. 7, 2 3. 

2. Accidentally, the Prince of the Power of the Air, 
taking advantage of this confuſion and diſorder of the 
Soul, gets, as it were, into it. and ſo workech in the 
children of diſobedience, Epheſ. 2. 2. inhabits it as his 
Caſtle, and uſeth the Faculties of the Soul, as the 
Weapons wherein he truſtethz became a Ruler of 
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- Darkneſs in the Sou), Eph. 6. 12. Is ?udas covetons? the 
Devil gets into that coverouſnels, and as it even unto 
the betraying of the Lord of Liſe , Luke 23, 3. Is Peter 
lifted up upon his Malter's atreſtation of his Confeſſion? 
the Devil gets into that Pride, and he becomes a tem- 
pter of our Redeemer, Marth. 6. 23. Is a Man immode- 
rately angry ? the Devil gets into that Anger, and wyl 
curn it into Malice, Epheſ. 4. 27. The Prince of the 
World could get no advantage upon our Redeemer, he 
had nothing in him, John 14. 30. but ſo much of the Old 
Man as remains in us, ſuch a party hath the Devil in us 
co entertain, nouriſh and actuate his temptations. 

We (hall therefore conſ(ider , wherein this Corruptet- 
tion or Deficiency in our Soul conſiſts. It is in every 
part and pap of the whole Man, as may evidently ap- 
pear by the enumeration of PRECUh 
1. In the Underſtanding there wants Light, Roms. 1. 21. 
Their fooliſh heart was darkened, Ephel. 4. 18. And from 
hence the imaginations become vain, Rom. 1, 21. and 
not only vain, but evil, and continually evil, Ges, 6. 
5. purſues unprofitable Curiolities, As 19. 19, Luſts 
of the Mind, Epheſ. z. 3. Fables, and impertinene Qae- 
ſtions, Tic. 3. 9. 1 Tim. 1. 4. vain deceit, Colef. 2. 8. 
It wants a capacity to diſcern things of greateſt con- 
cernment, 1 Cor, 2. 14. the beſt habits of the Under- 
ſtanding are corrupt: The Wiſdom of the World is 
not only Fooliſhneſs, 1 Cor. 3. 19. but Enmity te God : 
is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, 74mes 3. 15, Theſe and 
the like, are the Old Mann the Ulnderſtandiog : for 
the Light being either out, or dim, the aQtings of the 
Underſtanding are jrregularz and it is one of the great 

works af Chriſt in our renovation , to give us the 
Spirit of a ſound Mind, 2 T:w, 1. 17. 

( 3. ) In the Conſcience, This 1s the tendereſt part of 
the Soul, the rcepeacks of that Light and Authoricy 
of God, which he hath left. in L, to be our Monitor 
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and his Vicegerent, Rom.2.15. And yetthe Old Man hath 
maſtered and corrupted this alſo , puts it awry,or out, 
iTim. 1. 19. defiles the Mind and Conlcience, Tir.1.15, 
ſears the Conſcience, fo that it is inſenſi1ble, and paſt 
feeling, Ephe/. 4. 19. Andif the Conſcience be fo vigo- 
rous, as not'to be (ſtifled by means of this Corruptian 
ani the concurrence of the Prince of the Air, it becomes 
our Mitleader, being filled with Errors and miſtakings ; 
or our Tormentor, being filled with horror and deſpe- 
ration : and it is the great work of God in our renova- 
tion, to reſtore the Conſcience to Is primitive office 
and place, by taking away the guilt of tin, which kept 
the Conſcience in a continual ſtorm, Heb. lo, 2. 22. 
and by purging the Conſcience from the pollutions and 
corruptions of fin, Heb. g. 14. purging the Conſcience 
from dead works, to ſerve the living God. 
(3) Þ the IFill there 1s irregularity upon a double 
ground: 

1. By reaſon of that Corruption that is in the Under- 
ſtanding ; for the proſecution or averſation of the Will 
are much qualified and ruled according to the Light that 
is in the Underſtanding; and if that Light be Darkneſs 
and Error, then there muſt neceſlarily follow a mit- 
Carriage in the Will. 

2, By reaton of that Captivity, that is in the Will 
unto. the Law of Sin, and of the Fleſh. God gave un- 
ro Man a righteous Law, which was to be the Law 
and Rule of his Mind and Will; and while 1t was 
conformable to this, it was conformable to the Will 
of God, and ſo beautiful and regular : But in ſtead 
thereof, there is a Lav of Sin and Death, Rom. 8. 2. 
Rom. 7. 21, | and this Law ſubdues the Law of the 
Mind , and |brings the Soul into captivity to the Law 
of Sin, Rom. 7. 23. And the Will being thus captiva- 
ted, is made carna), and filled with enmity againſt God, 
and that Lay , which he once planted in us to __ 

| | ule 
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Rule of our Will , ſo that it is not ſubje& to the Law 
of God, neither indeed can be, Rem, 3, 7, nay, the 
Will is ſo much maſtered and poſtefſed by this Old 
Man and his Law, that when it meets with che Law 
of God coming into the Soul, it takes occaſion there- 
by to work in the Soul all manner of Concupiſcence, 
Rom, 7. 6, out of malice and policy to make that Lav, 
which comes to reſcue the Soul, more odious to the 
Soul, and the Soul to it : as Conquerours ule to in- 
troduce Laws, Cuſtoms, and Languages of their ow n, 
the more to eſtrange the conquered from any memory 
of their former duty or freedoms : And when Chriſt 
coines into the Soul, he reſcues the Will from. this 
Captivity, and from the Dominion of Sin, though 
not from the Inherence and Reltdence of itz and doth 
by degrees waſte and diminiſh that very inherence of 
{1n, Rom, 6. 14, Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you ;, for 
You are not under the Law, but unaer Grace, and plants 
and ſupports another Lav in us, even the Law of the 
Spirit of Life in Chriſt, which maketh us free from the 
Law of Sin and of Death, Rom. 8. 2, | 

(4.) 1s the Aﬀettions, The great and maſter Aﬀ;- 
ion of our Soul, is er Leve: and all other Aﬀections 
are derived from it, and in order to it. Our Hatred of 
any thing, is becauſe it is contrary and deſtructive to 
What we love: our Fear of any thing, is becauſe it 
would rob us of what we love: our Grief for any 
thing, is becauſe it hath deprived us of what we love. 
And according to the meaſure of our Love, is the 
meaſure of our other Afﬀections : an intenſe Love unto 
any thing, makes our Hatred of its contrary equally 
intenſe; and fo for the other Aﬀections. In our ori- 
ginal Creation our Love was rightly placed, upon 
God, the only deſerver of our Love: and our Love 
was rightly qualified ; it was a moſt intenſe Love: 


The Law and Command of God, Dent. 6. 5+ Thoy ſhatt 
T 4 love 


- can truly love himſel 
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love the Lord thy God with all thy heart , and with all thy 


Cul. and with all thy might 3 was but the Copy of that 
F.iv. , chat was written in our Nathre. And our Love 


 thi* riphely; placed, and rightly qualified , did tutor 


3]l rhe rett of our Paſſions and AﬀeCtions both in thei 
objects and degrees : It taught us to hate Sin, and that 
wit'y 2 perfect hatred, becauſe contrary to the Mind 
of hut God, whom we did perfectly love; and it 


- taught us tothace nothing elſe but Sin, becauſe nothing 


but that had a contrar ey unto God. But when'we 
fell, our Love loſt its obje&, and all the Aﬀections 
thereby became miſplaced, and diſordered : And though 
we loſt the/obje& of this Aﬀection , yet we loſt not 
the Aﬀection it ſelf; our Love therefore, having loſt 
his guide, wanders after ſomething elſe, and takes up 


- our ſelves, and makes that the obje& of our Love, 


But as our Love is miſplaced in reſpect of its obje&; 
ſo it miſtakes in its Pet of that objet : no Man 

f, that doth not truly love Gad; 
becauſe rhe true effect of Love, is to do all the Good 


it can to the thing it loves. Now the chiefeſt Good 


to our ſelves. is only our Conformity unto God's Will, 
and conſequently our Love to him, wherein confiſts 
our Happineſs : Bur it is no marvel that having forſa- 
ken the true object of our Love, and choſen our ſelves 


| to be that obje&t, we are likewiſe miſtaken in the. 


ſeeking of our own Good, Rom. 1. 26. Who changed the 


1rath of God into a lie, and worſhippetl and ſerved the Creature 


more than the Creator : For this cauſe God gave them wp fo 
vile affeftions, Now every man, that terminates his 
Love upon himſelf, ſerves and worthips himſelf. And 


now that order, which God planted being broken, it is 


no wonder, that all confuſion and diſorder falls amon 
our Aﬀections: And now our Love being miſplaceq; 
alt the reſt of oor Aﬀections are likewiſe math ced 


* and owt of ©0:der : Now the right frame of our Love, 


_ and 
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and conſequently the corruption of it , conlilts in thiree 
things : 

In the (—_ ObjeR of 9p -- 69g it ought to 
be ſettled upon God, and upon ium only. 

z. In the Otder of out Love: it ought to be (et 
upon God, and upon him firſt: and all other chings 
may be loved, bur yet in him and after him. 

3. In the Degtee of our Love : our chiefeſt and moſt 
intenſe Love muſt be ſet upon God, and apon him 
only. And theſe are moſt rational and natural Cot- 
cluſions, as appeats before. 

Now the Old Man in our Aﬀections, conſiſts in the 
abſence-and deprivation of this Order that God hath ſer. 

1. The deprivation of the firſt, when either we love 
not God at all, or, which is all one, when we make 
him not the Ultimate Obje& of our Love, but love 
him meerly in reference to our ſclves : the conſequence 
whereof is, that if God be not in all things ſubſervient 
to thoſe things, we conceive moſt conducidle to our 
own 00d, we diſobey him, we murmure againſt him, 
we blaſpheme him, we hate him : If the baſeſt Luſt, 
Pleaſure, Content, come in competition with his Com- 
mand, it ſhall conquer it, becauſe we have made our 
ſelves our Ultimate and Chief End, and therefore hal! 
certainly prefer any thing that we think moſt condu- 
cible to this End, 2 

And certainly, 3 that makes himſelf his Ultimate 
End, and the chjef-object of his Love, cannot chuſe bur 
fail in the rwo latter : for his love to himſelf, make 
him love all things elſe in order meerly to himſelf, and 
ſo far forth only as is conducible to his own miſtaken 
pood; fo that God ſhall be no longer loved, ſerved, 
or obeyed, than he is ſabſervient to that End. Now 
it is ealte from this Conſideration, to ſee rhe Originadl of 
moſt of the Evil in the World - Whether it relates to God, 
to Men, or to a Man's felf, 2 re 


Fon 
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From this Original grows the very Hatred of God. 
This diſtemper, wrought by fin in our Souls, hath nor 
only deprived God of our chiefeſt Love, which we 
;uſtly owe to him, and turned that Luve into our 
ſelves,but hath made us haters of God by our corrupred_ 
Nature, Kom. 1. 30. He ſtrengtheneth himſclf againſt the 
Almighty, Job 25. 25. that ſay nnto God, Depart from as, 
Job zz. 17.| For having made himſelf his End, he 
cm chuſle| but be a hater of God upon a double 
ground: | | | 

1. Becauſe the Preſence, and Purity , and Com- 
mands, and Admonitions of God, either by his Word, 
or Conſcience, or the outward Diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence do extreamly thwart that End which 'we pur- 
ſue. Hence! grow the Blaſphemies jn the World, 
Revel, 16. 21. Men blaſphemed God becanſe of the hail, 
The Dilappointment, and Controll, and Interruption, 
chat Men have in the purſuit of their Ends, do make 
them hate the Preſence, the Word, the very Being 
of God himſelf, becauſe they take it to be a hinde- 
rance of their End, and their Happinels. 

2. The Soul, that was once united to God, is by 
\ fin gone a whoring from him, and hath taken up ano- 
ther End; yet God in Mercy ſtill perſwades the Soul 
co return. Turn, O back-ſliding Children, ſauth the Lora, 
for I am married wnto you, Jer. 3, The $kill of the ene- 
my of God \vithin us is, as much as may be, to divert 
the acceſs of (ſuch perſwaſions to the Soul, or the En- 
certainment of them, leſt thereby he ſhould be diſpol- 
ſe(sd; and therefore, as Ahitophel to Abſolom, to ſecure 
his Party with impoſſibility of reconciliation to bis 
Father, perſwades him to the higheſt Villany, that ſo 
he might be abhorred of his Father, 2 Sam. 16. 21. fo 
the Devil and Sin in us ingage the Soul in the greateſt 
Villanies and Blaſphemies againſt God, that ſo the 
Soul, abhorting God, may be abhorred of him. bas 

in 
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' = Sin taking occaſion by the Command , works in the 


Soul all manner of Concupiſcence, Rom, 7. 6. 

From hence likewiſe proceeds the Slavi/h Fear of 
God, We have ſhewen before that all Love of God, 
is accompanied with the Fear of God ; but this Fear 
is without the Love of God, but proceeds from Love 
co our ſelves; as a Man fears that, which he doubts 
will be deſtructive to that, which he makes his End. 
When God ſent Lions among the captive J/raelites, it 
is ſaid, they feared the Lord , and ſerved their own 
06s, 2 Kings 17. 33. their fear and their Love was di- 
vided. By 
From hence proceeds Atheiſm it (elf: for it begins 
in the Aﬀection , 'not in the Underſtanding. The de- 
{ire of that not to be, which the corrupted Soul con- 
ceives an impediment or check to the proſecution of 
his ſupream End , is that which at length breeds a half 
perſwaſton in the Underſtanding that that, which he 
delires ſhould not be, indeed is nor. 

From hence proceed 1dv/atries and miſapprehenſions 
of God. When we : will not frame our ſelves to 
God , we endeavour to frame him to our ſelves: thox 
thoughteſt I was ſuch an_one as thow art. And from this 
cauſe ate all thoſe will-worſhips, contrary to the Com- 
mand of God. Did | our chiefeſt Love ſettle u 
God, our Obedience would. be Univerſal; but eſpe- 
cially in this matter of his worſhip :: but when we make 
our ſelves our Ends, we meaſure him out ſuch a Wor- 
ſhip , as may beſt pleaſe our ſelves, and ſuit with our 
own Contentment. 


From hence proceeds Hypocrifie, a Form of Godli- 
neſs without the power thereof, 2 Tim. 3. 5. 
Power of Godlinels ;: which is nothing elſe, bur the en- 
tire and intenſe. Love of God, cannot conſiſt with that 
End. a Man hath choſen, »z.. himſelf; yet the (ha 
and form of it, according as the occaſion is, is con ts 

cible 
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cible to lis Eaſe , Greatneſs, or Preferment : ſo the 
oo ſelf-loye puts on the ſhadow, and rejects the ſub- 
 ſhance, | 
In matters relative re others: From this making 2 
| Man's (elf his End, proceed all the acts and habits of 
Injuſtice, Opprefſion, Cruelty, Malice, Envy, that is 
m the World; becaute he that makes himſelf his 
End, doth with all vigor purſue that , which he con- 
ceives good for himſelf; and if he meet with any ob- 
ſtacle, or fear of an obſtacle from another, it engageth 
per fas & veſju the ruine of that which he finds fo hin- 
dring him : for all theſe Acts proceed from the Love 
of himſelf. 

In reference t 4 A1a»'s ſelf : He that makes himſelf 
his own End, is ſubſervient unto himſelt co the utrer- 
moſt, in the purſuit and enjoyment of all thoſe things, 
which may pleaſe and content himſelf, according to t 
varieties of Conſtitations, Ages and Circumſtances. 

If ic be in the Luſts of the Fleſh, it will teach him 
co make proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfil the Juſts there- 
of, Run, 15.14. It will put him upon ſtudies, and in- 
quiries, and purſuits of unnatural impurities, Roy. r. 
26, it will make him give himſelf over to laſciviouſ- 
nels, to work all uncleanneſs with greedineſs, Epheſ. 4. 
19. becauſe | what a Man makes his chiefeſt End, he 
itrives by all means to pleaſe, in whatſoever way it 
diſcovers its delight or acceptation. 

If it be in. Luxury, and delights in Meat and Drink, 
ic will make a Man to ſerve his Belly, Kom, 16. 18. It 
will make a |Man's Belly his God, Phil. 3, 19. A Man 
making himſelf his End, obſerves which way the vein 
of his mind and delight ryns; he doth ferve that at- 
ſeRtion or delight with the ſame intenſeneſs of pur- 
ſuit, as if it were his God; for what a Man makes his 
End, he makes his God. 


It 
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If it be in the Luſt of the Eyes, after Wealth or 
Poſſefſions, a Man purſues that with the ſame violence 
45 a Heart well ſer, purſues after God: There ſhall no- 
thing ſtand in his way , neither the Command of God, 
nor Lives, nor Laws, nor Juſtice, nor Reputation, nor 
1 Man's own quiet, eaſe, health, life : For Seif hath dif- 
covered her ſelf in this defire, and he doth purſue the 
ſatisfaction of it as the firſt-born of his End. The like 
for the Pride of Life, Ambition, &<c. 

And from hence grows the Pride of the Heart of 
Man. Every Man that makes not God his Chiefeſt 
Good, and higheſt End, makes himfelf ſo. But this 


Self diſcovers it ſelf, according to varieties of Conſti- 


tutions and Circumſtances. Self in one Man is his Luſt 
in another his Wealth; in another his Honour, Power, 
and Command; in another, Wit, Learning, Policy : 
And theſe he purſues as the firſt-born of his End: And 
ſuch as is his earneſtneſs in the purſuit , ſuch is his ful- 
neſs and contentedneſs when he enjoys , or thinks he 
enjoys it: and that , eſpecially in thoſe purſuits thar 
are leſs bruitiſh, makes the Man ſo high and fo proud, 
becauſe he is full of that, which he makes his End ; he 
is full of himſelf. 

' In the Senſual _—_— : This Motion or Faculty was 
planted in Nature by the God of Nature, and is of it 
felf good , when it keeps within thoſe bounds, and in 
that ſubordination, in which it was originally placed 
by the God of Nature and Order; For it is the natural 
inclination and motion of Nature to its own preſerva- 
tion and perpetuity : But our contraRted Corruption 
hath put this out of its Place, and our of its Order, and 
out of its End. The rational part of Man being be- 
come weak and out of frame, this that was placed in 
{ubordination to it, hath got the maltery of it, and 
ſo carries Man to all exceſs of Riot and Luxury. The. 
ſtrength of the motion of the Senſual mon mo 

" 
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Objects, and that Delight, that by the Goodneſs and 
Witdom of God was planted in the fruition of its 
' Object, was not for its own ſake, or the end of this 
' motion; but a wile difpenlation of God to carry tie 
humane Nature to its own preſervation : But Car- 
ruption in Man, hath made that very Delight to be the 
end of its motion; and therefore purſues that, thoughit 
be to the ruine and ciltemper of his Nature. The very 
zeaſts, that have not reaſon to rule them, do inſtruct 
us in this Very decay of our integrity : For although 
they have no higher Guide, than that Law and In- 
{tinct , which God implanted in their Nature; and al- 
though they have-the ſame Delight jn the fruition of 
their ſenlitive Objects, as Man hath ; yet they fel- 
dom or never pur(ue their Appetites beyond the con- 
venience of the preſervation of themſelves and their 
Species : But itis vitilyly otherwile with Men: and from 
hence is that excels in eating, drinking, fleep and other 
ſen{1tive inclinatious : ; becaule they put {ye not that End, 
for which it was given , but the very pleaſing and ſa- 
tisfaction of the Appetite it lelf : 50 An the Old Man 
In ay Senſual Appetite contii!s, 

. In the want of that Subjection and Subordination 
of i to the! realonable part, w hich {hould direft, mode- 
rate, and reltrain it, according as may be molt uſeful 
for thar better part of Man; fo that now this power 1s 
- of its place. 

In chat Exorbitancy and Extravagancy of it, 
by it runs to Excets; and fo it hath loſt its 
End, iz. the motion to tlie preſervation of Nature. 
It is true, God hatl) given to the Sons of Men, in re- 
ſpect of thefe ſenſual things, Objects, not only of 
neceſſity , |but delight; Bur here is our miſery , as 
well as our linz That cicher we reſt not in what God 
law fully allows, 2 Sum. 12, 8, God vives to David 
a full mealure of temporal Comforts anc Deaghts 

all« 
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and if that had been too little; he would have given 
him more; yet David with A4am muſt needs be ta- 
ſting the forbidden Fruit : or in cafe we go no farther 
in the Object of our purſuit . we go beyond it in the 
meaſure of our purſuits, reſting in the enjoyments of 
chem, as of our chiefeſt Felicity , forgetting the God 
that gives them, and thoſe inquiries and purſuits thac 
are of a higher Value and Concernment ; and, which 
is the higheſt degree of vileneſs of our Hearts, even by 
thoſe outward Bleſſings he gives us, we learn to ad- 
mit his enemy into our Hearts , to ſhut him out of it, 
and to fortihe it againſt him. And from hence it is, 
that the God of Mercy curſeth , and that moſt juſtly, 
lis own Bleſſings unto that Man, that thus perverts 
the uſe of them. Wine rejoyceth the Heart of Man, 
as it was given for that purpoſe; But when a Man 
in the uſe of it looks no higher , but to ſatiate himſelf, 
there is a ſting put into it, and it proves a Serpent, 
1700. 4h: 3% 
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CHAT NEV. 


How the Old Man is to be put off , and 1. by Re- 
pentance. 


HUS far concerning the Old Man, the cor- 
ruption of our Nature : Now we conlider , How 
be 15 to be put off. 
This putting off the O!d Man looks backward, and that 
rs Repentance ; forward, and that 1s Mortification. 

The order of God's diſpenſation to a particular Man, 
m bringing him to his great and ſupream End, holds 
a proportion with his diſpenſation co mankind {ſince 
the Fall : from the time of the Fall of Man tl! che gi- 
ving of the Law, is like the firſt Conditian of our cor- 
rupted Nature, without God in the World : Then he 
ave them his Law, thereby co ſhew them what they 

10nld be, and what they are; for the Rule is not 
only the diſcovery of it ſelf, but of that crookedne(s 
and irregularity which is in the deviation fronr it. Man 
having now the opportunity of diſcovery of the de- 
fets, and conſequently unhappmels, of his own .Con- 
dition , he ſends the Baptiſt ro call him to repentance, 
and then diſcovers unto him the means of his recovery. 
Thus after'our wandring in our corruptions, God is 
pleaſed ro ſhew us our Condition ; what it 15, and what 
it ſhould be, by the fight of his Law; and that doth 
naturally breed a diſlike of thoſe ways , which lead co 
ſo unhappy an End. The grownds and way of Repen- 


tance, Are, a 
1. A ſound Comviftion of the Underſtanding cotnceme 


108 our natural ways and Conditigns, 
1, That 
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1. Thai they are Irregular, Defurmed , and Crooked 
ways: God gave to Man a Righteous Lav, and the 
Conformity to it was Man's Happineſs and Perfection 
for the Goodneſs, which was the Perfetion of all 
created Beings, conſiſted in their Conformity to the 
particular Will of God concerning the Creattre, That 
Will concerning Man was the Law of God. This Law 
God hath again new copied, out, that Mari may as 
well meaſure himſelf by it, what he is, and hath been, 
as guide himſelf ro what he ſhould be. by 

2, The conſequence of this therefore is, that thoſe 
ways of his are Unprofitable and Fruitleſs;, ang therefore 
are they called the Unfruitful works of Darkpeſs: and not 
only Unfruicful but Deadly; 17hat fruit had ye then tn 
thoſe things whereof ye are now aſhamed ? for the end of thoſe 
things is Death, And this muſt moſt neceflarily tojlow 
upon the former ; for if the Conformity to the Will 
of God: be the Perfe&ion and .Blefſedne(F of rhe 
Creature, the Violation of that Will muſt reds be 
both unprofitable and miſerable: for Man is our of his 
way to his Perfection, . and therefore muft neceſſarily 
meet with nothing but Vanity and Mifery. God, that 
hath meaſured out to every thing his Being, and the 
meaſure of his Perſection ; hath likewiſe chal]Ked our 
the way of. attaining it, which, if a Man miſs, he can 
never attain that End. PO oo i RN; 

And upon this Convidtion of the Irregulatity , Un- 
profitableneſs, and Dangeroufneſs of his corrupted ways 
and condition , doth naturally follow ſuch thoughts as 
theſe: *I find God did make me a glorious Creature, 
* fitted to partake of a higher degree of Blefſedneſs, 
* than the inferiour Creatures : Thad likewife char 
*"he gave me a moſt Juſt and Reaſonable Law. 
* which was the way fo lead unto it: I fee that 
* much of the Creatures inferiour to my. ſelf, as ob-" 
* ſerve the Law of their Creation, eajoy a meaſure of * 

. it *PerfeRion, 
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' Perfe&t'on, anſwerable to their Beings and if inter- 
' rupted n that law of their Nature, they lole their 
Beauty, if nor their Being : The degree of my Being 
* was higher than theirs, and ſo was confequently the 
End of my Being, my Happineſs, of a higher Con- 
* {titution than theirs : And as my Debt was greater 
*to my Creator for allowmg me to high an End, fo 
*was my ability proportionable to the purſuit and 
* attaining of that Fnd which was thus given to me, 
* But what have I been doing all this while? I have 
 *£meaſured my Heart by that great Law , Thon /hatt 
* love the Lord with all thy heart and T have found 
* my. Heart! full of che love of the World, of Plea- 
* ſures, of Vanities, but ſcarce a thought beſtowed on 
*him, that! gave me Power to think; and, which is 
*worſe, my Heart hath held confederacy with all thac 
*he hath forbidden, infomuch thac I may juſtly con- 
*clude, that ſurely nothing but a Heart hating God, 
* could fo conſtantly and univerſally oppoſe his Will : 
*I have meaſured my Life by the Law of God, and 
*I can (ſcarcely find one regular ation in it; my Heart 
* hath nor been ſo out of frame , but it hath ſti}! found 
* 2 full ſabſervience of my whole Man unto it, and 
© that with greedinefs : and yer I find all chis unſaril- 
*fatory, and I have cauſe to fear. that is not all : 
© Senſe doth tell rhe, that in the purſuir of the ways of 
* my Hearr, I ſpend my felf for that which 1s not 
« Bread, and my labour for thac which profiteth not : 
*T kad no; fulnefs in them , but much vexation : And 
*Realon as well as Conſcience tells me, it will be bit- 
* ternels in the end, and the end is death: I cannot 
* but know, that the great Lord of all Being , hath 
* meatured| out to all his Creatures their Beings , and 
* their Happineſs ſuitable to their Beings , and their 
© Ways and Rules, and Laws, to attain their Happineſs; 
and If all this while I have been our of that Way, I 
i am 
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« 2m travelling to another End : If in the way of God I 
* ſhould have found Lite, and everlaſting Life for my 
* End, out of that Way, my End muſt be Death : If I 
* were now to begin my Lite, I thould order ir better : 
* Though I cannot expiate what is paſt ; yet my Sout 
* looks upon it with Sorew,, with Indtgnation , with 
© Amazement. This is the firſt degree. 2h 
2. That they are Vnbecoming , Vngrateful and Vnduti- 
ful Returns, It is implanted even 1n the (enfitive Nas 
cure, to return good for good : We have received all 
the Good from the hands of that God , againſt whom 
the practice of our Hearts and Lives hath been a con- 
tinual Rebellion : and-npon this Conlideration. natural 
Ingenuity works a Shame in the Soul, and a fecret 
Condemnation. and ſome kind of loathing (0 Ulngrate- 
ful and Uudattful a Conſticution. | 
3. But hitherto the:Soul looks only backward ; and 
theſe-Contiderations, though they are enough to breed 
Shame and Deſpair in the Soul, yet they are not ſtrong 
enough to work Repentance ; becauſe in:thoſe Conht- 
derations, the Soul looks upon it felf in an/unexpiable 
and irtecoverable Condition : The amendment will 
prove fraitlefs., whete:the former guailtis \trreverſtble, 
and yet. enough to finle the.Sou] : "Therefore the third 
Conviction is of the-4eve. of God, thar hath provided 
a means : of ;pardon and acceptation-z when . a Matt 
thronghly convinced of the unprofitablenels and _ 
ratene(. of his ations and;condition ; his extream In- 
gratitude.unto God , thall for al! this hear woice, after 
all thofe things; Kerwrn back thou back-ſliding 1/rael, and T 
will mt. cauſe mine anger to fall npon yows for 1 am merciful, 
wid will not keep mine anger for ever , only ntkyowledge thine 
mmiquity,Jer. 3. 12, 13: This conquersthe Soul not. only 
nto:a<{hke-of my as dangerous andunproticable, 
bur naco a harred of-it,' and of our ſelves for ir, as the 
enemy to fuch an invincible DO The Contidera- 
+ - tion 
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tion of our, ways paſt, and comparing them with the 
Lay, will enforce the Conſcience ro condemn them, 
but it muſt be the ſenſe of the Love and Goodneſs of 
God in Chriſt, that can only incline us to change them * 
as by the former, he concludes his ways dangerous and 
unproficable, fo withour the latcer , he will conclude 
his Repentance unuſeful. And hereupon the Soul is caſt 
into ſuch Expreſſions as theſe: * O Lord, I have been 
; con{1dering| the preſenc — of my Heart, and re- 
. viewed the courſe of my Life, and have compared 
' them withthe Duty I owe unto thee, and the Law 
which thou gaveſt me to be the Rule of that Duty ; 
*and I find my heart and: ways infinitely diſpropor- 
* tionable to that Rule, and thereby I conclude my ſelf 
"a moſt ungrateful, and' a miſerable Creature: But 
\ ©thongh I have ſinned away that ftock of 'Grace/and 
* Blefledneſs, with which I was once intruſted by thee 
© 1 find I have not out-finned:that Fountain of Goodneſs 
© and Mercy, that is in'thee; even: whiles the tight and 
* ſenſe of my own Condition, bids me deſpair- either 
© of repenting or acceptation of it, yer I hear.the yoice 
* of that Majeſty which 1 have mjured, bids me:Return 
© and live, Ezek. 18. 32. Werecthere no-acceptance of 
© my turning. from thoſe _ of death and deſtruction, 
© yer it were my duty; though thy Juſtice might 


*;uſtly reject ir, yer it might juſtly require it : | But yer 
© when thy merciful and free Promiſe thall:crown- my 
© Repentance with ew gn and Life;: This-Eove 


© conſtrains beyond the ſenſe of my own miteryy:And 
© when I hear the voice of my Lord calling ro me to 
© return, and I will heal your back(lidings , thar Love 
« &arms' my 'Heart into that anſwer ,- Behold, I will 
* come unto thee ,_ for thou art the Lord my God, - 
© ?er. 3. 22, But who can come unto thee; unleſs thou 
* draw him? ſend therefore thy Power along with thy 
* Command, for it is not of him that willeth, nor of -_ ; 
c 
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« that runneth: Turn me, and I ſhall be turned z I will 
© enpage theIctermolt of my ſtrength, to forſake my 
* ways; but I-Mll ſtill wait upon the ſame Mercy, that, 
© did invite me, to enable me to forſake them. 
By that which preceeds we ſee # double Repentance : 
7. That which is Preparatory unto the receiving of Chriſt, 
which is nothing elſe bur a ſenſe of the unhappineſs and 
evil of our ways, as deſtructive unto our Happineſs, and 
diſlonant from that Rule of Righteouſneſs, which we 
cannot but naturally ſubſcribe to be Juſt and Good : and 
this doth naturally breed a Sorrow for what hath been 
{o done, and a Purpoſe and Inclioation of Heart to for- 
ſake thoſe ways. - And this was the work of the Baptiſt, 
to prepare the way of the Lord ; his Doctrine was a 
Doctrine of Repenrance, and his Baptiſm, a Baptiſm 
of Repentance, a Seal of the Entertainment of that Do- 
fine to as many as received it, Matth. 3. 2. Lak, 3, 16. 
As 19, 4, 2, That which is Subſequent to that enter- 
tcainment of Chriſt in the Heart by Faith, which is the 
ſenſe of the love of God in Chriſt continuing towards 
us, notwithſtanding our many Injuries. This fills the 
Heart with Sorrow and Wonder , and puts the Soul 
upon a flat Reſolution , never to in againſt fo great 
Love. This was that ſorrow that pricked the 7ews to 
the heart, and brought in Repentance for remiſſion of 
fins, As 2. 37,.38. Atts 3. 19. that Sorrow that-work- 
eth Repentance unto Salvation, z Cor.2.10. And though 
{ometimes Chriſt appear unto the Soul without a Bap- 
tiſt, and the light of the Love of God diſcoversthe irre-- 
gularity and filthineſs of our former "_ and rempers 
et the uſual method of his Grace and Providence is to 
aptize»with the Baptiſm of ob» and after with the 
\ Baptifin of Chriſt, As 19. 5. The love of God Dot 
molt ENey welcome, and operative when the Soul 
hath before taken a juſt ſurvey of his Condition witho 
he yi of that love: But his oe unſearchable, 
paſt finding our. uUl3 And 
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And. this | Evangelical Repentance, viz. our ſorrow 
for our paſt Qffences and cur purpoſe of better Obe. 
dience, is not only the Act of our firſt Converſton un- 
ro God, but is to be our continual Exerciſe: there is 
a continual adherence of our fleſh and fin unto us; and 
notwithſtanding the bent and frame of the Soul be 
changed, yet there are continual Renewed Offences, 
which though God is pleaſed not to 1mpute, yet as 
they are contrary to thar Life in the Soul, and there- 
fore will be oppoſed by that Life, fo they are ſtill na- 
rurally cur own and therefore muſt and will be re- 
pented of and ſorrowed for : For a Soul once truly af- 
fected with! the Love of God, would willingly have 
his whole Man, and Life, and Thoughts and World 
conformable to the Will of God: and therefore every 
ſtrugling cannot chuſe but cauſe ſorrow, and gather up 
the {trength! of the Soul for the future againſt it. For 
the ſins of| the very Members of Chriſt, though 
by his Righteouſneſs and Satisfaction they have loſt 
their power! to condemn, being his by 1imputation3 yet 
they are fins ſtill , and therefore objects of our oppo- 
ſicion, and ours in reality , and therefore objects of our 
Sorrow and Repentance : and by how much the more 
they have our conſent , by ſo much the more they are 
fins, and ours. And as it is the Power and Grace of 
Chriſt, that ſubdues the Dominion and prevailing of 
Sin 3 ſo this Grace doth work by ſetting the operations 
and affections of the Soul againſt it, eſpecially in our 
Sorrow and[/Repentance. Our Repentance after Con- 
ver(jon is nothing elſe, but the ſtrugling of the Life of 
Chriſt, to work out that poyſon of {1n, which is con- 
frary unto it , and doth weaken it, and would deſtroy 
it, I ſehn 3,9. For his ſeed remaineth in hin, and he cax- 
wer fir, becanſe he is born of God, 
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CH AP. XV. 


Of Mortification , and the Means thereof, ana 
1. Of Meditation. 


HERE Rerertance ends, viz. in the pur- 
poſe of forſaking the ways of Death, there 
Atortiſication begins 3 and is nothing elſe, but the Exe- 
cution of thoſe Purpoſes of the Soul , which are 
wrought by Repentance, by the uſe of all ſuch Means, 
as may for the future, weaken the power of {in in the 
Soul. This is that which our Saviour calls puttin 
out the right Eye, and cutting off the right Hand, 
crucifying the Fleſh with the. AﬀeCtions and Luſts, 
Galat. 5. 24, Mortifying the earthly Members, Clef. 3. 
5. Denying a Man's ſelf, taking up the Croſs, Marr. 16. 
24. Dying daily, 1 Cor. 15. 31. The World crucified 
to a Man, and a Man to the World, Galat. 6. 14. Put- 
ting off the body of the fins of the Fleſh, Co/ef. 2. 11. 
The body of {in deſtroyed, Rom. 6. 6. Mortification 
therefore is nothing elſe, but the daily practice of op- 
polition againſt Sin, eſpecially ſuch as we are moſt 
inclined to, and that by ſuch Means as are reaſonab 
conducing to it. Theſe Means, according to the ſeve- 
ral tempers , both ſpiricual and natural, are more or 
leſs effectual; I ſhall divide them into theſe degrees : 
1, Supernatural Helps. 2. Moral or Rational Helps. 
3. Natural Helps. | 

I. Supernatural : They are rational Means , but fixt 
upon ſupernatural obje&s , and diſcovered by ſuper- 
natura! Light; for ic will moſt clearly .appear, that 
theſe very Helps which we call Supernatural, are moſt 
rationally effectual againſt it : Eo 
| 6 Meditation 


PD 
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| Meditation and Prayer. 

1. Meaditation , and ſerious and deep Conſtderation 
of the Word of God, ant] the Truths therein revealed, 
but eſpecially of theſe enſuing : | 

* 1. A deep Meditation of the Love of Ged , whom [I 
mult needs oftend in every {in. And this 15 the moſt 
powerful Conſideration in the World to mfortifie any. 
1ins; and that is the reaſon why , where there is the 

' trueſt and higheſt manifeſtation of the Love of God to 
the Soul, there is the higheſt Purity 3 becauſe there 
15 the higheſt Prefervative againſt Sin : for it muſt needs 
be clear, that where there 1s the higheſt manifeſtation 
of the Love of God to the Soul, there is the higheſt 
Love again/to God; and conſequently the moſt abſo- 
lute dominion over fin : for as the Love of God is the 
cauſe of our Love to him, 1 7ob» 4. 19. ſo according 
to the meaſure of the manifeſtation of the Love of 
God to the! Soul, is the meaſure of the Love of the 
Soul to God again 3; and conſequently of the hatred of 
{in: And he, that often and deeply conſiders of the 
Love of God, mult even rationally improve the ſenſe 
of it to his Soul, and conſequently his Love to God 
again, and' his abhorrence of Sin. When a Man 
thall rake | ſuch Conſiderations as theſe into him) 

© God hath commanded me to abſtain from this or that 
© {in, whereunto, it may be; my Nature, my Cuſtom, 
* my Temptation, inclines me: The competition is 
* between my Pleaſure, my Pride, my Profit, and 
* my Lotd; he that gave me a Beings he that hath 
* given rre| all the Comforts of my Being; he that 
© mighe juſtly have taken me away to judgment in the 

* midſt of my fin ; but he hath ſpared me, and waited \ 
* upon me; that he might, though I were righteous, 
< make me a veflel of miſery ; he that hath mvirted, 
t verſiraded, intreated me to return unto him for my 
* oivn good ; that when I would not, I conld not re- 
FE - "7. curn 
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< turn unto him, hath ſent his Son'to ferch me, to re- 
© Jcem me with the greateſt Price that ever the World 
© heard of : Behold what manner of leve. 1 John 3. 1.' And 
© ſhall I, can I make (oill a return? to entertain his 
* Enemy, the only object of his diſpleaſure, that will 
* ruine me, before my Lord, thatthath infinitely out- 
* done my higheſt ſpeculations for me ? Certainly 
the ſenſe of the Love of God is either not at all, or 
not awake, when any Man confiderately commits any - 
the leaſt ſin againſt his Conſcience : It were no _ 
than for a Man to return deſpight againſt che Love 0 
God , and, as much as in us lies, ro diſappoint his very 
End and Purpoſe in ſending of Chriſt, who therefore 
gave himſelf for us, to redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purifie unto himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of 
good works. 

' 2. A ſerious Conſideratiun of the great and high Hope, 
to which we are reſtored by the purchace of Chriſt , and the 
great Incongruity that there is between continuing in Sin and 
that Hope, We expect to be brought to an 'innume- 
rable company of Angels, to the Aſſembly of the firſts 
born , to the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, to Jeſus 
the Mediator of the new Covenant, to God the Judge 
of all, Heb. 12, 22, &c. to be make like unto the Son 
of God, and to be partakers of his Sonſhip, and In- 
heritance, 1 ge 3. 2. To partake of his Spirit, to ſee 
the brightneſs of che glory of God in Chriſt : now all 
theſe are holy : how unſuitable a thing is it for a Man 
that hath his Hope, not to purifie hiniſelf,* even as he 
is pure? 1 wm 3. 3. This will teach a Man to beſpeak 
his Heart thus : © Is the Preſence of God thy Hope? 
* heis the Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, that is of purer Eyes 
*than to behold, or to be beholden' by any unclean 
* thing : 1f therefore thou commit Sin, thou liveſt be« 
* low thy Hope: either'therefore /Jet thy Hope be'an- 
* ſwerable to thy Life, or cliy Life co-thy Hope, + .._ . 
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_ 3x Aerious Conſideration of the Preſence of the Great, 
ard Juſt and Powerful God : his Eyes run to and fro 
thraugh the| Earth, to behold che Evil and the Good, 
' a Chron, 16; 9. He is acquainted with all my ways, 
P{al.139.3. His Eyes are upon all the ways of the Chil. 
dren of Men, er. 32, 19. The Hearts of Men, Prov, 1s, 
11, and all things are naked and manifeſt before him 
with whom |we have to do: And dareſt thou fin be. 
fore the face of thy Judge, who ſees thee , and whoſe 
Power or Juſtice thou can(t not eſcape ? this is ſo 
great a Controll, chat were it ſoundly and deeply con- 
lidered, it would ſtifle even the firſt motions of fin, 
and therefore it is the great work of our own wicked 
Heart , either to gull themſelves into a perſwalion, 
that God lees not, 7 22, 13. orelſe in plain Engliſh, 
to forbid him their Hearts : they ſay to God, De 
part from us, for we defire not the knowledge of thy 
ways, /ob 22. 14. 
' 4. A deep Conſideration of the Nature and Conſe- 
y-ongt of Sin : It is a Violation of a Righteous and Juſt 
aw , the Law of q Juſt and Righteous God, a Law, 
the conformity whereunto, is the Perfection and Bleſ- 
 {ednels of the Creature : By this ſin I loſe my Conr 
munion with my Creator , and conſequently , Peace 
within my felf : whiles I commic it, my fruition 1s 
ſhort, and mingled with Fear , becauſe the end of it 
Death, is in ſome degree prefent with my Soul, ang 
fowers that tranſitory Content which I enjoy in its 
and whea it is finiſhed, it brings forth Sorrow , and 
Shame, and Death ; and if that Sorrow end in Reper 
tance, yer'the bitterneſs of that Sorrow overweighs 
the Pleaſure that I had in its commiſſion z and accordin 
to the meaſure of the delight I had in my fin, fo, an 
much more is the meaſure of my ſorrow in Epc ; 
and yet for all chis, that Peace, whuch I had formerly 


with my God and my Conſcience, very hardly reco- 
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vered z and God, though he pardons my fin, yet ei- 
cher not at all, or not ſuddenly, truſting me with that 
meaſure of Communion with him, which I formerly 
enjoyed and abuged. Bur if the forrow of Repentance 
wait not upon my fin, a worſe ſorrow attends it :' the 
{in is paſt, and ſo 1s the contentment, but the ſtorm 
chat attends it, is Everlaſting : the loſs of the light of 
God's love, the loſs of an Eternal weight of Glory, 
the terrible appearance of an angry God, cloathed with 
as much Terror, as Juſtice provoked ,' Patience abuſed, 
and Mercy contemned by a moſt indebted Creature, 
can aſſume. And this Terror ſhaken into the moſt 
cender and ſenſible parts of the Soul by the hand of 
Omnipotence it ſelf, and that unto all Erernity, when. 
my Life (hall be full of noching but the preapprehen- 
ſions of my future miſery, my death, the terrible, 
inexorable, and inevitable paſlage to it : Shall I then 
ſo madly prize the ſatisfying of a baſe, # png Luſt 

for a ſeaſon? thus throw away my God, my Happi- 
neſs, my ſelf, when the thing ir ſelf is ſo baſe and 
tran(1tory, and the wapes ſo ſad and diſmal? It (hall be 
my care to avoid, to ſubdue, to crucifie that, which as 
it cannot ſatisfie, ſo it will certainly torment and ruine 
me. And 1ince I find my Luſts co be ſo eaſily actuated 
into Sin by every Temptation, I ſhall by the Grace of 
God, as avoid the latter, fo keep a ſtrict hand over 


the former; and it ſhall be my hourly care to ranſack 


and examine, and ſearch my Heart, what is moulding 
there, and to cleanſe and waſh it from its pollutionss 
or at leaſt to mingle my. Tears and Sorrows with them, 
that ſo they may be weary of my Heart, or my Heart. 
of them. Bur, Lord," ho anderſlandeth the errors of his- 
life? Cleanſe thou me from my ſecret ſins, and keep thy ſer E 
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5. Frequent Conſiderations' of the Shortyeſr af 
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out my {alvation with fear and tromng 1 and the | 
- Time wherein I have. to do it, is'in this Life , and that. 
bue a ſhort and an uncertain Life: the great Enemies | 
. to my Soul, are the Luſts of:my.Meth, and of my : 
_- Mind, which fight againſt my : If the work 
-be not done in my Life-time ,.che Door is ſhurs and 
who knows whether this or that Sin which I am now 
about to conimit, may not be concluded with my , 
Life? and then in what a caſe am 1? how ſhall Þ 
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Cuap. XV. andof our Selves. | jor 
2 bruiſed and wounded Ne one: a diſpleaſed and 
an angry God , an infinite Happineſs offered and fold 
for a few onp Pleaſures and 
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CHAP. XV, 


Meditation of the Unreaſonableneſs of the Domi: 
. mien of Luſt. OY 


#* 


6. SAD and deep Con{tderation of the Urea: 

{ MN. ſonableneſs and Vanbecomingneſs of the Power and 
Dominion of any Luſt on a Man. And this , Hough 
it be a moral Conſideration. is of: good uſe for.t 
mortilying of our Luſts. , S. Pas! divides our Luſts iatd 
the Luſts of the Fleſh, and the ; Luſts of the Mind: 
Epheſ. 2. 3, S: Fol tells us, that all that is in the Warlh, 
is the Luft of the Fleſh, the Laſt, of the Eyes , and the 
Pride of Life, 1 Johg 2. 16. Our of both theſe, we. 
may divide the ;Enemics. of our, Soul, within -us, into | 
theſe Diviſions, . _ 

" 1. Luft; Which is nothing elſe; but the innnoderate 
and inordinate aRtings of the Appetite, either beyond 
chat meaſure it ought to be, or upon thoſe Objects it. 
ought not'to be. And this either 

x. In the Rational Appetite z thoſe are the Luſts of 
the Mind. En 4 
- a. In the Senſttive Appetite 3 thoſe again 
1, Inthe Luſts of the Fleſh. | 
2, The Luſt of the Eyes. | : 
2. Pride, in an overvaluing of our ſelves in the 
fruition of choſe things we have thus purſued. 
Now we ſhall a little conſider, how far forth any 
| _ do hold 4 diſproportion, even with right 
ea(on. | : 
1. The L»fts of the Mind, The great Defire of the | 
Mind, is'that of Knowledge , an Appetice that God - > 
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put into the Soul of Man, and fo a thing beautiful and 
good : But this very Defire of Knowledge, becomes 
1 Luſt of the Mind, when either it is miſplaced in 
_ of his Obje&t;' thus Harms delire of Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil, became:a Luft : or when act- 
ed ey ics proportion : The chiefeſt Obje& of our 
Love, ought to be the chiefeſt object of our Know- 
ledge, and conſequently of our deſire of, Knowledge, 
and that is only God: and he is to be known, ahd gon» 
ſequently, we ought to deſire to know him, as-he-tath, 
revealed himſelf in his Word, in his Works, and'by 
his Spirit. Whemeither therefore we defire:roknow;j 
even in things pertaining to God, beyond what; we 
) ought 'to know , as the Counſels of his Will, looking 
: into the Ark; or when we defire to know t of 
\ W 1 inferiour nature with an over-intenfave deſire, which 
p 

. 

) 


is only due'to God our want of Sobtiety in the:for- 

mer , and our want of Moderatjoh in the: jatter;, tans 

our deſire of Knowledge into a Luft of-the Mindy, or 

when aRed without his due End : Good , -afdl the 

e fruicion of it, is the great and final obje& of the Soul: 

, and as the Acts of the Underſtanding are preparatory 

IF ro the Will, ſo Knowledge , andthe -defire of-at3'"is, 

or ſhould be, preparatory ro'/the: fruition :of; dope 

f Good, farther and beyond the bare ſpetulativeKnows 

ledge of\ ir: If it were poſtible:for -a: Man truly» 2a 

know God withour the Love of ie; and the: ſeaft of 

his Love to the Soul, a defireof ſuch a Knowledge: 

though I dare not tetm it a:Luft of the Mind , yet-ar 

6 is ſuch a'deſire;4s is not rightly; qnalified.', To-delire 

= toknow a thitig-fie to be khowni; meerly becaule-T 

/ WH would khow its "Ic is but a Laſt-of tthe Mind, !and 

c fich a Knowledge a$'only puffecl Wy Now /ahy.Man | 
may rationally 'conclade ; rhat ſuch defires 'oF- the 

Mind as theſe, are even condemned of Reafon-ic fel, 
erii: 
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object of our Knowledge, may be an object of our 
defite of Knowledge, if not forbidden by-him that 
ave the Power; if acted with Moderation and So- 
rietys/ if ſubordinared co that deſire which I have, or 
ſhould have! to that great obje&t- of my Knowledge: 
But for a Man to ſpend his choiceſt hours and thoughts, 
and inquiries upon unneceſlary , periſhing, uleieſs ob- 
jects; Reaſon it ſelf will conclude, as the Preacher 
would have the coverons Man, Eccleſ. 4. 8. For what 
do I Iabour, and bertave my ſonl of good ? wo 
And as thus in the lntelle&tual Faculty , there are 
Luſts of the Mind, fo are there in the Rational Ap- 
petite, the Will and Affeftions : The Paſſions in the Soul 
are natural to it, and therefore nacurally good: there- 
fore want of natural Aﬀe&tion, is a thing condemned 
in the old World Rem. r. 31. But when theſe Aﬀe- 
Ctions are ated beyond their natural end and ule, they 
become corrupt and putrified, and. ſo Luſts of the 
Mind. And this /is feen in either Faculty , Iraſcible 
and Concupiſcible: and by how much the more ſpi- 
ritual they are, by ſo much the more devilith and hurt- 
ful, and'yet condemned by ſound Reaſon. | 
The Pafſion of Avger was planted in the Mind , and 
Is good, 'when acted npon a right-obje&t, and in a due 
meaſure, | Epheſ. 4. 26.// Burt this Paſhon being over- 
aRed, it becomes putrified , and a Luſt of the Mind: 
ir then tarns into: Malice , to Envy :: The Spirit that is 
i” xs luſteth after Envy, Jam. 4. 5. into deſire of Re- 
rey oh and thus Luft conceiveth upon this Paſſion of 
the Sonl], and bringeth forth Sin. Now all theſe ar 


evidently againſt right Reaſon 3 Becaufe even ſound 
Reaſon teacheth us, to love all that is' good : Every 
Being hath in it ſelf a goodneſs ; and doth natws 
rally challenge our Love; and therefore to delirg 
tte deſtruction of any Being is againſt the [Law | 
and Rule of Reaſon 3: or to delire # lefs or more 0 | 
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degree of Being to it than it hath. Tt is true, there 
may be ſome irregularity in it, which I may and muſt 
hate : But when my hatred 1s in the concrete, and 
takes in the Being of any thing which is good , as 
well as that which I conceive an irregularity within 
che compals of it, as is in all Malice and Revenge 3 
then is my Paſhon miſ-aRted, corrupted, and proves 
2 luſt of the Mind. Suppoſe a Man hath done me 
an extream injury, and intends to continue it , right 
Reaſon will diſcriminate between the Man and his 
Faulez and whiles it is angry with the Man, yet it 
hates him not; it will hate the Injuſtice of tle Man, 
and deſtroy that, but not che Man: it may be he 
hates me without a cauſe, his Fault cannot juſtihe 
mine : God hath given him a Being, and is the only 
Lord of it; and that Being of his is good, and de- 
ſerves my Love to preſerve it 3 his offence is the 
only obje& of my Laces, and cannot give me a 
Commiſſion to deſtroy the Subje&. It 15 true, that 
in order to my preſervation, I may do ſuch a thing 
as may be prejudicial co him that hates me, with 
{uch moderation , that che evil I do him, muſt not 
exceed the evil that otherwiſe I might ſuffer by him; 
for this is agreeable to right Reaſon ; Bur rhis muſt 
be Without the leaſt grain of Revenge, fo much as 
in my thought; For all Revenge hath in it (ome- 
what of Irregularicy : The great God, to whom Ven- 
geance alone belongs, Rom. 12. tg, that is abſoluce 
Lord of ſis Creature, arid therefore can owe him 
nothing, yet punitheth not by way of Revenge , as 
a arts need but by way of Juſtice, as the ſupream 
Judge, that inflicted that Penalty that was annexed 
to his righteous Law when he gave 1c: Nothing that 
one Creature could do to another could be ſaid ro be 
Unjuſt , were it not that it is againſt the Law of 
this fuprean Law-giver and Judge; and therefore 

X Retribu- . 
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Retribution in me that am injured, is an act of Re- 
venge, in God an act of his Juſtice: and when he 
inflicts his Punithmenc, though in refpect of me, that 
ſuffered, it is his Revenge, yet in reſpect of his Law 
that is broken, it is but his own Juſtice. 

The Laſts of the Fleſh : There are certain Natural 
Propenſtons in us for the preſervation of our tempo- 
ral being and kind; thoſe are planted in our Nature 
by the God of Nature, as well as in the nature of ſen- 
{tive Creatures, and are in themſelves good , when 
acted according to that Rule which God hath given 
unto us. Thoſe R#/es are ſuch as either are adequate 
to the Senſitive Nature, viz. That they ſhould be 
acted with due proportion, and to the end for which 
they are iſo implanted in our Nature: or ſuch as are 
applicable ro them in reſpect of that higher degree of 
Being, that is in our Nature, iz. that they ſhould be 
acted with ſubordination to the dictate of right Rea- 
ſon : And when either of theſe fail, even theſe natu- 
ral Propenfions do become Lufſts of the Fleth, and 
thyht againſt che Soul ; for they are not in their place, 
and contequently breed a diforder in the Soul. This 
is ealte to be ſeen in the conſideration of both of 
theſe defects: The Appetite of Eating and Drinking 
1s no Luſt, but a Propenſton incident to our Nature, 
for the Preſervation of the Compoſiram : But when 2 
Man ſhall a& it beyond its due proportion , eat or 
drink to Exceſs; or when a Man ſhall uſe it to 4 
wrong End, to eat or drink, becauſe he wil! cat and 
drink, placing the end of his Appetite in the uſe of 
itz now he tranſgreflcth the firſt Rule, he makes his 
Belly his Godz and his Appetite becomes a Luſt. 
Again, if a Man ſhall give way to his Appetite, though 
in a Cue proportion , or to a due end, yet if upon 
rational Circumſtances a greater Good thall be there: 
| by loſt, or a greater Evil thereby incurred , hs 
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this Appetite becomes a Luſt , becaule it 1s out of 
its place, and wants its due fubordination to right 
Reaſon; as when my eating or drinking (hall fcanda- 
ji-e my weak Brother, for whom Chritt died, 1 Cor,10. 
28. and thereby bring a greater lols to him, than 
good to my ſelf. Again, if either. the Providential 
Diſpenſation of God , or his Command, be againſt 
it, 1t makes the exerciſe of that Appetite to become 
2 Luſt, becauſe it wants that fubordination to right 


Reaſon 3, for ic is the moſt uncontrollable Principle 


of Reaſon, to bear an univerſal ſubjection to the Com- 
mand and Will of God: Thus when God by the 
courſe of his Providence; called to faſting, then t9 
hnd ilaying of Oxen and killing of Sheep, the Ap- 
petite becomes a Luſt. Again, when God forbad 


the cating of the Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, of 


Good and Eyvil, then Ad4um's eating becomes a Luft, 
and conſequently, a fnare unto him 3 for his ſenfitive 
Appetite was out of its place', it thould have been 
ſubordinate to his Reaſon , bur it was above it. And 
theſe Exceſles of the fleſhly Appetite are exprelled 
by ſeveral Exprefltons in the Word of Truth : fow- 
ing to the Fleth, Galar. 6, 8, making proviltion for 
the Fleth, 4om. 13. wit, warring after the Fleth, 
2 Cor, 10. 3. Walking after the Fieth , Rom. 8. 2, 
2 Pet, 2.10, vis, When a Man makes it his Buſmets 
to {tudy the defires of his flethly Apperite, and to 
fulii: it: And che diforder that is wrought in the Soul 
by this milplacing of the ſenſual Appetite, Fpbeſ. 4. 
1g. Wn being paſs feeling , have given them:ſelue; over to 
trſcivicnſneſs, to work all rineleanaeſs with greedineſs, 
Galat. 5. 17, The Beth luſting 2gainſt the Spirit, 
1 Pct, 2, 11. Flethiy Lults warring againſt ch;e Soul, 
Rom, 1.24, given over to vile Atﬀections, Rt. 6. 
19. yielding your members ſervants to uncleannels, 
Rem, 7..23, A Law in the Members warring againſt 
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the Law of the Mind , and bringing it into captivity. 
Ic is a ſad thing for any Man to think, that ſuch a 
diſorder ſhould be in the Soul , that the nobler part 
born to rule, thould be a Captive and a Slave to the 
imteriour part of Man 3 much more when thac noble 
part ſhall become a willing Vaflal, and Proſtitute to 
chat part of Man,which is no higher than a Beaſt; and 
not only (0, but improve its own Ability, Wit, Skill, 
and Power to make that part of our Nature below 
2 (enſ{itive Creature. The Bealts, as hath been ob- 
' {ſerved before, though their ſenſual Appetite be their 
higheſt Faculty , and ſo moves not in a ſubordina- 
tion to any higher Power, yet they move conform- 
able to the End, for which thoſe Propenſ1ons were 
implanted in them : But when the (ſenſual Appetite 
in Man hath captivated- his Reaſon , which thould 
be her guide and ruler, it is made the worle by her 
Priſoner 3 and now its motions are not only abſolute, 
and without controll of Reaſon, excentrick to that 
very natural Rule given to the motions of the ſame 
ſenlitive Appetite 1n the very Senſitives themſelves : 
And the reaſon 1s partly becauſe the Wiſdom of God 
hath given a kind of natural Law or Boundary to 
thoſe Propentions in the Senfitives, becauſe they 
have no higher Power in them to regulate them 3 but 
to Man he gave a higher Power to order and manage 
tis ſenſual Appetite, which Power having loſt his 
ſovereignty , the ſenſual Appetite doth not only 
want his Bounds, but alfo having corrupted and dil- 
placed that higher Faculty, 1s again corrupted by 1t, 
and made by her captive, and at length by Cuſtom, 
the reaſonable Soul becomes only an Inſtrument to 
contrive and execute the moſt exquiſite (ſatisfaction it 

can for thoſe Luſts of the Fleth _ 
Now as any Man that hath ſo much command of 
iis Mind, as a little to call it off from this druagery » 
| Catinot 


CHa b. XVI. and of our Selves. 309 


cannot chuſe but conclude the extream unkfeneſs and 
uncomelineſs of ſuch a tranſpoſition of his Facukies; 
ſo when it pleaſech God to open our Eyes, that we 
can ſee the ſtate and frameof our Minds and Souls, as 
once the Propher's Servant's Eyes were opened to 
ſee that better ſight of the heavenly Hoſt, we ſhould 
ſee more confuſton , diſcrepancy and diſorder in our 
Souls , more cruelty , miſchief, and filthineſs, by 
reaſon of the rule of thoſe Luſts within us, than 
if we ſhould ſee the Slaves of a once well-governed 
City in a Rebellion, maſtering their Lords, and ma- 
king them ſerve to their baſeſt Commands , rifling 
their Treaſures , burning their Habitations, and turn- 
ng all places, Orders and things into ruine and con- 
fulion. And therefore the ſtudy of the reducing 
theſe Rebels to their former ſubjeC&ion, even by ſtrict 
ſeverity and diſcipline, which is the Bulineſs of Morti- 

fication, cannot chuſe but be a moſt rational Work. 
Now from this diſorder, that arifeth in the Soul 
by the Old Man, which is nothing elſe but the in- 
verting and diſplacing of thoſe powers and motions 
of the Creature, from that beautiful and conformable 
Place and Order, wherein God had once ſet them, 
proceed all thoſe enormities and confulſtons that are 
in the World . fames 4. 1. From whence come wars 
and fightings among you ? come they not hence , even of your 
luſts that war in your members ? Luſt hath made a dil- 
order and tumult within, and there it cannot reſt 
long, but works the like without alſo. God hath ſer 
every thing in his place and order , and bounded it 
with certain Limits and Rules; and as long as they 
keep within their Places, Orders and Rules, there 
is Beauty and Concordance with it ſelf, and other 
things 3 but when that Order and Rule of things 1s 
broken, then follows Confuſion and Deformitys and 
as the things fo diſplaced —_— witch other things, 
* chat 
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that are in their Places and Orders, fo thoſe muſt 
needs dilagree with them 3 much more muſt things that 
are out of their Places and Orders difagree one with 
another. When a Man over-maſtered by any Luſt, 
meets with another Man over-maſtered with the 
lame, or any other Luſt, there mnit needs be a diſcord 
berween them: thele are the Works of the Fletl: ad 
extry, Cal.'5. 19. 

2, The| Luſt of the Eyes, The wiſe Man tells us, 
The Evers wot (atisfied with ſeeing, Prov. 27. 20. Fc- 
Ciel. 1.8. | And this 1s natural to the capacity of that 
{eale, and may be uſeful : But that which 1s princi- 
Pally meant by this Luſt, is the over-eager profecu- 
tio Of tuch Objects, as are moſt delightful to the 
Lye, viz. of Wealth, which is Covetouſnels ; and 
of [logour, or High Place, which is Ambition : 
Thete two Luſts are profecuted upon a double 
ground : 1. As things pleating ro our fight ; inſo- 
much that the Wite Man concludes, that the great- 
e{t good in the molt ſubſtantial of them , is the be- 
Lolding of them with the Eyes of the Owner, Ec- 
rde/; 5. 31. Pur this 1s not all, for we fee even in 
ind Men', the ſame delire of Wealth and Glory, 
25 in others. Therefore, 2. A miſtaken Over-va- 
!1ation of them, as thinys of the moſt abſolute uſe 
and fafery ; The natural Man makes himſelf, as he 
's COr{tituted in this Lite, his chiefeſt End; and ac- 
cording as: the feveral judgments and diſpoſitions of 
\{en, they take up ſeveral ways for the improve- 
ment, or {ecurity , Or pleaſure of their temporal Be- 
14g here: the Voluptuous Man , the Covetous Man, 
the Revengeful Man, the Ambitious Man, have all 
one End, iz. Scelt : But Self dilcovers it ſelf ſeveral 
Ways, according to the feveral Diſpoſitions and Prin- 
cCiples thar! are in thole ſeveral Men: Wealth and 
Honour, tmey ale the Bleſhings of God, and ie ik; 
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cellent uſe to our preſent ſubliſtence, and may be 
delired and endeavoured for with moderation, in 
order to: our preſervation, poſterity, and ſafety : 
But then it becomes a Luſt, whea they are over- 
valued , and conſequently over-eagerly proſecuted ; 
and then by degrees the Man is fo captivated wich 
it, and habituared to it, that as he placed his Feli- 


city in his temporal Being here , ſo he placeth the ſe- 
| curity, ſtrength, and life of this Felicity in his Honour 


or Wealth; and ſo makes it his God, Ce/e/. 3. 5. 
For as it is agreeable to our corrupt Nature, to inake 
that our Idol, wherein, or whereby we tind the 
greateſt ſenſible good conveyed to us , be it an Oni- 
on, ora Calf, or a Crocodile, as was the uſe of the 
Feyptianss fo if we once exceed thoſe Bounds of Mo- 
deration , which we ought to bear towards any ſen- 
{ible good, it believes an Idol; for it takes away 
part of that Portion of Love and Duty , which we 
owe to God, Prov, 18. 1o, 11, The ſame that God 
is to a Man that is righteous, the ſame doth a co- 
vetous Man make his Riches, viz. his ſtrong City, 
It is impoſſible , bur Man mult needs hnd himſelf a 
depending Creature upon ſomewhat without him 3 
he cannot live without Meat, Drink , Cloathing, 
{upport againſt Injuries, Violence, and Want , he 
hath loſt the Knowledge of God, upon whom in 
truth his dependance is , and therefore faſtens upon 
that which 15 moſt viſibly in his way for his ſupport, 
Riches and External Power : and this he concludes 
and reſolves to compals per fas & nef.us , even through 
the deſtruction and blood of thoſe that ſtand in his 
way : And having attained to ſome convenient pro- 
portion, yet partly through the emptineſs and de- 
ceitfulnels of the Obje&t , which we purſue, partly 
through the inſatiablene(s of that Luſt, which we 
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endeavour. to ſatisfie , we reſt not in the purſuit, 
though we grow ſecure in the enjoyment. Soxl, thon 
h iff much {laid up, &c. Lntke 12. 19. And thus this 
Luſt robs God of that, which is moſt due and deat 
unto him/, our Dependance and our Love; ſo that 
it 15 impoſſible to ſerve them both, Zke 16.13. Ve 
cammet ſerve God and Mammoy, For that, which a Man 
molt values, will be ſure to have moſt of his Heart, 
Aatth, 6.21, Now if there were the- true Know: 
ledve of God in our Hearts, this Luſt would die of 
It (elf; 1f| a Man conſiders, that this Life confiſteth 
not in the;multitude of the things we enjoy, Zeke 12. 
15. .That| our heavenly Father , who knoweth our 
wants, requires us to caſt our Care upon him, 
AMatth, 6.32. 1 Pet. 5. 7, That Promotion cometh 
not from the Eaſt, nor Weſt, but it is God that ſet- 
tcth up one, and caſteth down another, P/al. 75. 7. 
1hat he giveth all Creatures their Meat in due ſea- 
{on, P/al..145. 16. That except he build the Houſe, 
they labour in vain that build it, P/al. 127. 1. That 
he hath commanded us to caſt our Burdens upon him, 
and he will ſaſtain us, P/al. 51. 22. tro commit our. 
ways unto the Lord. and truſt in him , and he ſhall 
bring it |to paſs, 7/a. 37.5. that Riches are his 
Gift, and commands us to truſt in the Giver, not the 
Gift, 2 Tim. 6. 17, that though he give the poſlel- 
{lion of what we defire, he: can deny the fruition of 
what we poſleſs, Ecclef. 2. 24. That a Man ſhould 
enjoy good in his Labour, 1s the gift of God, Ec: 
ce. 4. 19. He can grant us Quails, but with it can 
tend leatinels into the Soul, P/al. 106. 15. and can 
increaſe the Wealth to the Owners hurt, Ecclef. x. 
33. That iris not the Bread I eat, bur the Word, 
the Commititon of God to his Creature, that main- 
tains my Lite, Matth, 2, 4. He can make holes 1n 
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\ our Bags, and blow upon our Labours, Hab. 1. 6, 


9. That he will withhold no good thing from them 
that fear him, P/al. 84. 11. Pſal. 35. 10. Though 
Men of low degree are Vanity, yet Men of high 
degree are a Lie; and therefore though Riches in- 
creaſe, yet he hath commanded me not to fet my 
Heart upon them, P/al. 62. 9, Io, Theſe, and the 
like Conſiderations, deeply digeſted , will make a 
Man to carry a loole affection and purſuit of Riches 
or Honour , and put the Soul upon ſuch Reſolutions 
and Contemplations as theſe: * O Lord, thou haſt 
* brought me into this World, wherein is great va- 
* riety of all things; and I ſee the men of this World 
© hunting and purſuing after Wealth , and Honour, 
* and Power, and making it the bulineſs of their 
* Lives; and in this their purſuit often diſappoint- 
* ments; and if ſucceſsful, yet ſull of anxiety; and if 
* they attain any meaſure of what they purſue, yet 
* are ſtil] unſatisfied in what they have attained ; and 
*yet conſider not that there 1s a Lie in their right 
* hand ; and what Profit hath he that laboureth-for 
*the Wind? A Wind that may ſwell and torment, 
© but not ſatisfie the Soul: And it is evident, that 
* oftentimes, though thy Providence ſucceed their De- 
*fires and Ambitions, ſo that they ſeem to have rolled 
* up their Stone almoſt to the top of their Wiſhes 
* yet the encounter of, it may be, a ſmall, and ſeem- 
*ingly inconſiderable Circumſtance tumbles all down 
* again, if not to their ruine, yet to their vexation 
"and diſappointment. And thus we walk in a vain 
*thadow, and diſquiet our ſelves in vain, and ſpend 
*that ſtock of Time, and Life, and Strength, and 
* Opportunity in unprofitable, unſatisfactory Labour, 
* till the Night overtakes us, and then whoſe ſhall 
*all theſe things be? Lake 12, 20, Bleſſed be thy 
* Name, 'that in the midſt of all this variety, thoſe 
| | *many 
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« 1,any things, about which we are careful and troy. 
, bled, yet tou halt thewed us, that there 1s one thing 
neectul , Lake 10. 42. and haſt ſhewed us what it 
'1S, and hvv to attain it : and this ſhall be the great- 
*elt Bulinets of any, becauſe of greateſt Conſe- 
* quence, t) work out my Salvation with fear and 
* trembling, Phil, 2. 12, To give all diligence to 
* make my Calling and Ele&ion ſure, 2 Per. 1. 10, 
Thar when the terrible Cry of Death and Judgment 
* thall come, I may have Oyl in my Lamp, before 
*the Door be ſhut, and may be able to give my 
© Lord an account of my Stock with Comfort and 
'© Toy. Its true, the condition of my Nature ſtands 
*1n need of outward ſupplies for my defence and pre- 
© fervation; and the wiſe Diſpenſation of thy Pro- 
*vidence, as it hath fitted this our Habitation on 
*Earth . with things' uſeful for our Pilgrimage; 
*{0it hath mage In4:ſtry and Diligence the way to at- 
© fain them: he that will not labour, let him nor 
*eat : and the fame Wiſe and Bountiful Hand 
* 1:11 not only furnithed our way with ſupplies for 
* Our neceflity, but with proviſions for our delight : 
*[ will rherefore diligently go on in that courle, 
* wherein|thy Providence hath caſt mes for it 1s the 
* ttavel thou haſt given me to be exerciſed withall, 
* Ecele{, 3, 10, Bur I will not make this the End, 
* che Bulineſs of my Life 3 The one thing neceſlary 
* thall be! always in my Eye; and that it may be 
* continually my Work, I will endeavour to improve 
*even my worldly. Imployment into a ſpiritual , by 
© doing it in Obedience to the Command of God, and 
© char Order which he hath ſet in the World ; by 
* walking conſcionably in it, as in the preſence of 
* God; by caſting my Care upon him, nothing ſoli- 
* citous Concerning the fuccels , bur lexving it to bun 
© that governs all things z by oblerving the pallages, 
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© of his Wiſdom, Mercy , and Power, in the paſ- 
© ſages and Succefles of it 3 by recumbence and reſt- 
© ing upon his Promiſe for a ſubſiſtence , Pal. 37. 3. 
6 Ferily than ſhalt be fed; by my Patience and Con- 
« tentednels with whatſoever Condition he ſhall caſt 
*me into, and a chearful Reſignation of my ſelf in- 
© to his hands, who hath given me Chriſt 3 and how 
* thall he not with him give me all things elſe ? If he 
© is pleated to ſtraiten my Condition, and make 
*my Labours unſucceſsful, and feed me with Bread 
oe Affliction, and Water of Afﬀiction ; yet if he 
© afford me the Light of his Countenance, the aſlu- 
* rance of his Favour, the pardon of my Sins , the 
© found hope of Eternity , bleſſed be his Name : In 
* the mid(t of my Exigences, I ſhall learn with the 
* Prophet Hub. 3. 7. Although the fig-tree ſhall not 
* bloſſom , neither ſhall fruit be in the vines, the labour of 
* the olive ſhall fail , and the field ſhall yield no meat, &C. 
* yet I will rejoyce in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
* my ſalvation : | (hall learn with Ar7oſes, to eſteem 
*the reproach of Chriſt, greater Riches than the 
* Treaſures of Eezpt, Heb. 11. 26, I ſhall improve 
© my Neceſſities and Exigences, to take off my Soul 
© froin the over-greedy purſuit of theſe Inferiours, to 
* eſtabliſh and ſettle my Heart in the hope of that 
* eternal weight of Glory , the Contemplation and 
* Expectation whereof , 1s able to ſwallow up the 
* momentany Sufferings, as well as Pleaſures of this 
* Life, with fob 14. 14. to wait till my change come, 
*to magnifie the Mercy and Bounty of my Lord, 
* who, whiles my fins deſerve the loſs of all, is plea- 
"(ed ro continue unto me that which is beſt, and 
* makes my Wants not ſo much the Punithmenr, 
' as the Cure of my Sin : and though he drings me 
"into a VM jderne(s, yet there he ſpeaks comfortably 
. (0 me : I thall learn ro make his Will, the meaki re 
p * I 


i 
! 


316 Of the Kpowledee of God, Part TN 


* of mine. own : and whiles I remember that he is 
©the ablolute Lord of his own Creature 3 that he 
* manageth and ordereth all the Events and Con- 
© currences in the World, by a moſt Wile and moſt 
* Righteous Providence 3 that he feeds the young 
©Ravens when they cry, Creatures that need a libe- 
* ral ſupply, and yet have no means to procure it; 
* that he is pieaſed to reveal hinfelf in his Word un- 
*to me in ſuch terms, as are moſt comprehenſive 
* of Power and Mercy: I will learn to wait upon 
©* him patiently , chearfully , and dependingly : If it 
* be his Pleaſure to enlarge his hand, IT ſhall thank- 
* fully receive it, as a free addition; if not , yet I 
*will not change my Wants, my Neceſlities , my 
* Scorns, accompanied with the Favour of God, nor 
* {]] rhe leait degree of the Light of his Countenance, 
* for all the Supplies of Glory and Abundance , that 
* Heavenand Earth can afford. If I can but ſay upon 
* {ound grounds, the Lord is my Portion , P/al. 16, 
*5. Like the Tree that Aoſes caſt into the Waters 
* of Awth, Exod. 15. 23. It makes thoſe bitter 
© Waters {weet, and purs more Joy in my Heart, than 
* in the time that their Corn and their Wane increa- 
*ted, P/al. 4. 6. 
* But if it pleaſe him, together with the Light of 
* 1iis Countenance, to give me a competency of Ex- 
* ternals;, to feed me with Food convenient for me, 
* with 4g, Prov. 30. 8. though with David, Plal. 23. 
* my Cup runs not over; yet it the Lord be the 
* Portion of my Cup, 7/al. 16. 5. O Lord, ſhouldelt 
* chou deny me all things, even neceflary for my pre 
* ſent ſubliſtence ; yer 1 have Portion enough in thy 
© Favour , and the Light of thy Countenance, for 
* which|I owe thee more than all the thankſulnels and 
« ttrength of my Soul, and ſuch a Portion as would 
* bear up my Heart in the midlt of all my gy 
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* When thy Son bore our Nature in the Fleſh, though 
* the ſence of thy Love ſupporred him, yet he want- 


& & ©<d things of convenience, he became poor, that we 
= might be rich. 

8 * But if it ſhall pleaſe God to add the Bleſſings of 
z * his left hand to the Bleſſings of lis 11ght hand, ( as 
K, * rather than deny me the latter , I beſeech thee, give 
6 *me not the former ) If he (hall bleſs me m the Fruir 
n | © of wy Body, and my Ground, and command 2 
: © Bleſſingupon my Store-houles, and all that I ſet my 
. © © band uato, Denr. 28. 4,8. I will learn to ferve the 
18 Lord my God with joyfulne(s and gladnels of Hearc 
y | © for the abundance of all things, Yerr. 28. 47. to 


© contemplate and bleſs that good hand of God, that 
Oh £ 

giveth 1ne power to get Wealth, Dext. 8.18, To 
” BE © look with more comfort and delight upon that 


G © Hand that gives, than in the very | con he that is 
x *givenz to ſet a watch over that evil and deceitful 
: * Heart of imine, that is able to turn my Bleſling into 
; *my Snare; to beware, leſt when all that I have is 
: © multiplied, my Heart be lifted up, and I forger 
: © the Loxd my God, Dext. 8. 13, 14. To beware, leſt 
| © when my Riches increaſe, I ſer my Heart upon 

c *them, P/al. 62, 10, and truſt in uncertain Riches, 
*1 71im.,6.17, To remember that I am but a Fidu- 
*ciary, a Steward of them, they are nor given me 
' MW © co look upon, but to uſe them, as one that muſt 
: * give an account of them to watch over my elf, 
; ; that T ule chem foberly , with moderation, and as in 
; his preſence , that I turn not the Grace and Boun- 
| *ry of God into Exceſs, or Wantonneſs; to look 
* upon all the Goodneſs, Comfort and Ule of them, 
] a5 flowing from the Bleſſing and Commiſſion, that 
| ' God {ends along with them, Ecclef. 2, 24. That 4 
man ſhould make his ſoul enjoy good in his. labour, this alſo 

: ' is from the hand of God, To beware that the multi» 
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* plication of| Bleſſings, do not rob my Creator of 
* one grain of that Love, Service, and Iependance, 
* chat 1 owe'unto him; to carry a loole attection to- 
* wards them; for it 1s infallibly true, that where 
* che Heart is truly ſet upon God , and makes him 
* his Portion, it enables a Man equally to bear all 
© Conditions, becauſe the object of his Soul is im- 
* mutable and invaluable, though his external Con- 
* dition alter: an acceſhon of Externals may carry 
* up ſuch a Soul in a more ſenfible apprehenſion of 
© the Goodnels of him, whom the Soul loves ; it can- 
*not ſteal away one jot of that Love, which it owes 
* to the giver; the Creature it ſelf -is of too low a 
* value to diminiſh the Love to the Creator : a Heart, 
* chat is rightly principled, cannot find any good in the 
* Creature, but what he will derive from , and carry 
*to the object of his Love. 

3. The Pride of Life : There are 1wo great Cardinal 
Truths , whereof if the Mind be ſoundly convinced, 
It puts a Man in a right frame and temper of Spirit in 
the whole courle of his Life : 

1. That there is an eflential univerſal Subjeftion are 
from all Creatures to rhe Will and Power of God : This 
is the ground of all true Obedience, and all true 
Humility; which is nothing elſe, but a putting of the 
Mind into a Poſture and frame anfwerable to that 
Poſition , wherein by Nature it is framed, a con- 
formity of the Mind to the Truth and Station where- 
in it 15 (et. - = 

(2.) That all Goodneſs , Beauty, and Perfection, 
1s originally in God , and nothing of Good, Beauty, 
or Petfextion is 1n any thing , but derivatively from 
him, according to that meaſure , that he is freely 
pleaſed to communicate. This keeps the Heart in 
a continual Love of him, Dependance upon him, and 
:Thankfulne(s unto him. 

n From 
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From the Ignorance of thcie, is the ground of all 
the Pride in the World , which is nothing elle, but 
2 falfe placing of the Mind in ſuch a Condition or 
Station , or the opinion of ſuch a Station . wherein 
truth, he is not, and fo it diſorders the Mind : ic 
makes a Man, that 1s effentially ſubordinate co 
God, and depending upon him, to place himſelf 
above God, and to be independent upon him: And 
though this falſe opinion cannot alrer his condition in 
erunh 3 for he that hath ſaid, My Will thall ftand, 
cannot be removed by the pride or refillance of 
Man ; yet as to the Man himſelf, it purs him 
out of lits place, and in the room of God: And 
therefore above all other diſtempers of the Soul, rhis 
1s the moſt hareful ro God: for as the prond Man 
reliſterh God, and labours to get into his place , fo 
God refiftetl him, 4 Pet. 5. 5. Prov. 3. 24. And this 
Ignorance, or not full ſubſcription to thete ewo Traths, 
will appear to be the foundation of all the Pride in 
Men. | 

1. From the Ignorance of the former, of the ſub- 
jection we owe to Ged , proceeds that Pride that 
manifeſts it (elf in Rebellion and Difobedience againſt 
God. God challengeth the ſubjetion of our Wills ro 
his, as juſtly he may , and Man wilt have his own 
\Will take place, fer, 42. 14. No, but we will 80 into the 
[md if Egypt. Luke 19. 14. We will not have t11s Man 
to rule over us: And as among Men, Pr ide 15 the Mo- 
ther of Contention, becauſe it puts a Man out of chat 
place, wherein he isz and he doth confequently put 
bintelf in the place of another ,' and thence come 
(Contenticns 3 fo from this Pride'- of Men, putting 
themtelves into the place of God, comes the comen- 
tion between God and man: He that hath ſaid, he 
will not give his Glory to another, will not give his 


- Place co his Creature, bur refiſteth the preud: And 
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from this ignorance of that ſ{ubjection we owe to 
God, proceeds that Haughtinels and Arrogance, which 
we find in the Spirits of Men, Exod. 5. 2. ho is the 
Lord, that I ſhould let the people go ? Job 21.15. What 
is the Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve him ? Dan. 3. 15. 
Who is that God, that ſhall deliver you out of my hanas ? 
This Ignorance was that which bred that haughty 
ſpeech in Nebachadnezzar, Dan. 4. 39. 1s not this great 
Babylon, &c. Till God by his immediate hand made 
him know , that he is able to abaſe them chat walk 
in pride, 1b:d, Verſe 37. And hence it is, that Men 
are compaſſed with Pride, as a Chain , when they 
{et their mouth againſt the Heavens, P/al. 7 3. 6, 9, 11. 
And this manifeſtation of Pride, 1s principally in the 
Will, becauſe it is the abſence of that ſubjection, 
which we owe to his Will. 

2. From this want of the due knowledge of the 
ſubjection, we owe to the Power of God, proceeds 
that Pride which evidenceth it ſelf in that vain 
Confidence and Security , which men put in them- 
ſelves, or thole other acceſſions of Friends, Wealth, 
Power, Policy, &c. Revel. 3. 17. 1 am rich and in 
creaſed in goods, and have need of wathing, Luke 12. 17. 
And 1 will ſay to my ſoul, Soul, thou haſt much goods laid 
up for many years, take thine eaſe: Ia. 28. 14. When the 
over-flowing ſcourge ſhall paſs through , ir ſhall not come 
near us, for we have maae lies our refuge, and unaer 
falſhood, have we hid our ſelves, This was the ſpeech 
of the {cornful Men of Ephraim, who had not Hu- 
' mility enough to ſhelter chemſelves under their Ma: 
ker, and yer had ſo much Baſeneſs of Spirit, as to 
make a Lie their Refuge and Security, 1/a. 30. 2. truſt 
in a ſhadow Yerſe 12. in oppreſſion and perverlſe- 
nels, 1/a. 31. 1. in Horſes and Chariots, 1/a. 47. 7: 
T ſhall be a Lady for ever : I am, and there is none elſe be- 
fides me : to ee the pride and arrogance of a Tong 

af 


CHap. XVI. and of our Selves. 321 


that knows not God, even to take upon it the ve- 
ry ſelf-(ufficiency of God himſelf. Now when a 
Heart traly knows the Power of God, the eſſential 
Dependance thar all things and events have upon 
him , how ealily, without the interpoſition of his 
own immediate hand, he can manage ſome little” 
incon(iderable Circumſtance, to break and confound 

the moſt complicated and twiſted Securities that a 
whole Nation can make for it (elf; he will ſoon 
learn to look upon all theſe external contributions 
to Happineſs and Safety , as vanky and nothing , 
much leſs will he repoſe any confidence in them. 
And to break the Children of Men from this dei- 
fying themſelves, and the ſparks that they have 
kindled, {/aiah 5c. 11, God doth moſt common- 
ly, as I may ſay, ſer himſelf to blaſt and ſubvert 
thoſe Refuges of Men, their Idols, with the moſt 
unlikely and improbable means, fob 5. 13, He 
catcheth the wiſe, even with their own craftineſs, 10- 
tangles the Powerful by their own ſtrength 3 or 
arms ſome impotent , unexpected Emergency , 2 
nothing, in a moment to ſhatter in pieces what 
Men have been many Years or Ages building up, 
and fortifying into a Confidence, with multiplicity 
of Supplies. 

3. By the Ignorance of the latter, »iz. That the 
Original of all Good is in, and from God, ariſeth 
that Haughtineſs and Elevation of Mind , that is 
in Men, when they find any thing in themſelves , 
or in what they have acquired, that is beautiful or 
uſeful. When a Heart rightly principled, meddles 
with any ſuch thing , it ceacheth him Thankful- 
neſs and Humility 3 he runs it up preſencly to God, 
the Fountain and Original of all Good , and gives 
him the praiſe of any thing he finds Good +1n him- 
felt, and concludes even in zo meaneſt Go 
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thar he fmds, even in lis Skill, it may be, in 
tie loweſt Profciſion, with 1/aiah 28. 29. This alſo 
cometh forth from the Lord of hoſts, who us wonderful 
ir oonnſel, and excellent in working : If he finds in 
himſelf an induſtrious and ſucceſsful Hand , he at- 
tributes this to God , Denteronom. $8. 18, It is he 
that giveth thee Power to ger Wealth : If he finds 
himſelf advanced to any Greatneſs or Honour, 
he acknowledgeth this to be the Diſpenſarion of 
God, Pſ.um 75. 7. Gol is the fudge, he putreth 
An onc : awa ſetteth i#p another : If he find a vidto- 


'rious and faccefsful Hand in War , he attributes it 


not to his own Sword, or Ins own Arm, Pfal. 44. 
3. But thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light 
of thy COMMrenance : If he find any Eminence of 
Wiſdom , Knowledge, Counſel, Learning , ſtil] he 
remembers. that it cometh down from the Father 
of Lights, fames 1. 17. But the Ignorance, or 
want of Confideration of this, is that which puf- 
fech up a Man, by carrying that Glory, which 1s 
indeed due to God, unto himſelf : A Man can- 
not have a little more Knowledge than he fees in 
another , bur preſently it ſwells him, 1 Cor. 8. 1. 
he thinks higher of himfelf chan he ought to think, 


Rem. 12. 3. If he pet a little Wealth, preſently 


he concludes, Denteronem. 8. 17. Ay power, and the 
might of my hind, hath gotten me this wealth, Tf he 
hach been ſucceſsful in his Counſels, he preſently 
beſpeaks himſelf with the inſolent 4frian, Ifa. ro. 
13. By the ſtrength of my hand have I done it , ana 
by my wiſdem , for I am prudemr, And what a tru- 
ly wiſe Heart faith to God, P/alm 21, 13. Be 
thi exalted in thy own ſtrength, this proud Fool 
ſays ro himſelf, and, ſo much as he can, makes 
himſelf God , ſtopping the Current of that Glor 


at himfelf', which would naturally run unto God, 
| as 
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as the Rivers into the Sea; and thereby the Man 
filleth himſelf beyond lis proportion , till he ſur- 
feit upon that , which belongs not unto him : 
And therefore the Prophet well ſaith, Hab. 2. 4. 
His ſoul, 'which is lifted wp, is not upright in him 
his Heart is out of his due place and fitua- 
tion , and conlequently , as he diſorders other 
things, ſo he ruines himſelf; for the eternal Wi. 
dom and Goodneſs of God , doth communicate 
[is Goodnel< to every thing in that place and 
fituation , which he hath appointed for it, and if 
the Heart get up above that place, which God 
hath appointed for it, it is no wonder, if it miſs 
of his Blefſing , by reaſon of its diforder , and, 
with Herod, find his Vengeance for its Preſum- 
ption, 
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CHAP, XVvir. 
| Of Prayer. 


HUS fir concerning the Mortification of our 
Ky Luſts, by the help of Meditation 5 the next is 
WAYCY. | 
God. as he is the Original of all Being, ſo he is the 
Fountain of all'that Good, which is, or can be in 
the Creature : and this Goodnels is derived to it from 
God by tuch means as he hath appointed, and is 
molt natural 'and ſuitable to the Creature. Man 1s 
eſſentially depending upon God, as wel! as other 
Creatures: here is the difference, other Creatures 
are placed in a greater diſtance from God, and there 
fore he conveys his Goodneſs unto them by more 
mediate and inferiour means. Man, as he was crea- 
red in \a Perfection nearer unto God, even in his 
own Image, ſo conſequently, in a nearer degree and 
relation unto him and therefore, though all things 
are in their Nature dependant upon him, yet Man 
hath: ability to know his Dependance ; and therefore 
not oniy to be dependent, but to be dependent upon 
him; and therefore upon all occaſions might make 
his immediate Addreis to God, ro whom he: was 
1minediately ſubject. Now Prayer and Thankfgi- 
ving 1s nothing elſe, but the actual exerciſe of that 
Dependance we have upon God, P/al. go. 15. Call 
po me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and 
thou [halt glorifie me, When Man begins to forget 
his Dependance upon God , he leaves him to him- 
ie't; and being| out of his way, ſome ate Or 
ls: OTNer 
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other meets him s and then he ſees he was out of his 
way , and returns to his Dependance again, prays 
to God. Our Prayers are not of themſelves effectual 
but it was the bounty and good pleaſure of God to 
give unto his Creature all ſuitable good , whiles he 
is in ſuch a Station and Condition , as he requires of 
him. That Station for a Man is a continual actual 
Dependance upon God , which can never be without 
a ſuitable Conformity of the whole Soul to his 
Will. Now when the Heart is in ſuch a frame of 
Dependency , it actually exerciſeth it in Prayer he 
{trengthens, as well as evidenceth his Dependance, and 
drawerh himſelf nearer to God thereby, and ſo near- 
er to Bleſſing. 

Now in reference to this particular, iz. How 
Prayer becomes a means f our Mortification of thole ir- 
regularities in our Soul and AfﬀeCtions it is upon a 
double ground : 

1. Becauſe thereby the Soul draws near unto God, 
and ſo is lifted in ſome degree into that frame, :and 
temper, and place, and ſtation, which is proper for 
itz and (o gers above thoſe Luſts and Diſtempers, 
which hang about him : The very vicinity to that 
pure fire and light cannot confiſt with the fellowſhip 
of thoſe impure Angels of darkneſs and impurity, 
and fo either diſlolves them, or at leaſt (ſcatters and 
affrights them, Hence Prayer is expreſled by liſting 


_ uÞ the Soul unto God, P/al. z5. 1. by coming into 


his preſence, P/al. 95. 2. by drawing near unto Gad, 
fames 4. $8. an accels to the throne of Grace. As 
when Adm had firſt departed from God by fin, he 
after hid himſelf from the preſence of God, Gen. 3. 8. 
and thereby , as much as in him was, put himſelf 
out of a poſſibility of recovery 3 ſo when a Man again 
brings his Soul into the preſence of God (as an ac- 
ceſs and power is now given by Chriſt) by that yery 

T 3 approaching 
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approaching unto God he gets maſtery of thole Luſts, 
that did formerly drive lum , and, as much as they 
could , keep him from God. And this was the very 
way of Perfection that God himſelf raughe Abraham, 
Gen. 17. 1. Walk before me, and be thon perfeftt, And 
though the whole Converſation of a Chriſtian Man, 
ought to be in the preſence of God, and to meaſure 
all his thoughts _ actions by their comelineſs, or 
uncomelinels in his fight; yet Prayer is a more ſpe- 
cial purpoled | concentring of the Soul to that By- 
linels. And though, God knows, when we come 
down from the Mount again , oftertimes thoſe Luſts 
meet with us, |and renew acquaintance with us, which 
we left behind, when we went about this ſerious 
Buſinels, fo that though we have ended the Solem- 
nity, we have yer a4 continual uſe of the Daty ; yet 
2 ſrequerit a'folemn, and f:110us uſe of this Duty 
inte:rupts a cuſtom of fin, by degrees weakens the 
Old Man, and will in time, make a ſtrangeneſs be- 
eween our Luſts and our Souls. And let a Man be 
{ure of thele two rrurhs : That as he that comes up- 
on his Knees with a ſecret Purpole to hold confede- 
racy With any (in, he {hall be the worle, the more 
hardned , the more neglected by that God , which 
ſearcherh the Heart : if 74 regard tatquity nn) Heart, 
tron wilt not trear my Praver : {0 wholoever he be, that 

comes to his Maker in the integrity of his Heart, 

though {in auhere as cloſe to that Heart of his, as 

his Skin doth: to his Fleth , thall find that imploy- 

ment will make thoſe Luſts, that were moſt dear 

unto him , by, dzgrees to become ſtrange and looſe 

unto his Soul. | 

2. Bur there is not only an a&ivre and natural ei- 

| ficacy in the Duty it feif 3 bur, which 1s more, when 

.2 Man draws | near to God, God draws near to 

him , Zewes 4.8, As the Grace and Spirit of _ 
| tnat 
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that ſets thy Heart to Prayer, gives out more of his 
ſtrength and Grace unto thee when thou haſt prayed. 
Thus the Goodneſs of the infinite and eternal God 
moves in a Circle ro the Soul, 2 Cor.,12, 9, My 
Grace is ſufficient for thee, There 1s not only a ſtrength 
Y0tten againſt our Corruptions by our Approxima- 
tion tO Fm , bur an Emanation of Virtue, Power, 
and Spirit from him, whereby to maſter and con- 
{ume them : How much more will yaur heavenly Father 
give your Spirit to them that as it, I.uke 11. 13. Up- 
hold me with thy free Spirit, Plal. 51.12. This 1s that 
Spirit by which the deeds of che Fleſh are morti- 
fied, Rom. 8. 13. the Spirit of Life, that gives free- 
dom from theLaw of Sin and Death, Rem. 8. 2. It 
is the Scepter of the Kingdom of God in the Soul, 
whereby he rules in the midſt of his Enemies, 
Pſal. 110. 2. And where this Spuit is, there 1s Libery 
ty, 3} Go 3. IF. 


328 Of the Knowledge of God, PART IN. 


——_ w—_ — tt 


— 


CHAP. XVIII. 
Of Watchfulneſs, and firſt in reſpett of God. 


2, ATCHFULNESS. And the 0bjeF of our 
Watchfulnels, is 1. God. 2. Our own ſelves. 
3. Temptations : 

1. For the firſt, our watching concerning God : 
1. Watch for the Coming of thy Saviour , either 1n the 
general, or thy own particular Judgement : for ye 
buow not when the maſter of the _ comes, leſt coming 

ſndgenty, he find thee ſleeping, Mark 13. 35. Conſider 
what a terrible thing it will be, if Death or Judge- 
ment {ould find thee in a practice of any pur oled 
Sin : and thou knoiveſt 0: whether thy time of Death 
ſhall be in-the Evening, Midnight, or at Cock- 
crow, Or in the-Moruing; for it comes like a Thief 

in the Night. | 

2. Watch the ord of God: It is that Lanthorn to 
our Feet , that Pillar of Fire which is to go before 
us in our Voyage through this Wilderneſs : Take 
heed thou loſe not this Light , or leave it; for then 
thou ſhale wander in darkneſs, 2 Per. 1. 19. This 
Light will thew thee the mind of thy Creator ; it 
will inſtruct thee what to do in points of difhculty 
and danger ; it, will ſhew thee thy ſelf, and the con- 
ſtitution and temper of thy Soul, and how the great- 
eſt matter of concernment to thee in the World 
ſtands, even the condition of thy own Soul with 
God ; it will interpret and unriddle unto thee thoſe 
various Diſpenſations and Adminiſtrations of things 

in the World;z it hath Principles of ſo high an 
| | powerful 
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powerful a Conviction , that it will maſter the di(- 
orders of thy Soul beyond the moſt rigid Dictates, 
Contemplations, and Diſciplines of the moſt ſub- 
limated Philoſophy, 2 Tim. 3. 17. A Doctrine of 
Perfection. 

Jo Watch the Preſence of God, and fee that thy 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions are beſeeming his 
Preſence : for all things are naked and was 4-6 before 
hins with whom we have to do , Heb. 4. 13. and remem-- 
ber we cannot flie or hide our ſelves from his Pre- 
ſence, P/al. 139. 7. that the Hearts of the Chydren 
of Men are before him, Prov. 15. 11. that he weighs 
the Spirits, Prov. 16. 2. That his Eyes are in every 
place, beholding the Evil and the Good, Prov. 15. 3. 
that he pondereth Man's goings , Prov. 5. 21, 7ob 34. 
21. fer. 32.19. fer. 16. 17. that he fſearcheth che 
Heart and trieth the Reins, er. 17. 10. : Take heed 
therefore, of ſo much as thinking any thing, that may 
be unbecoming the Preſence of ſuch a Majeſty , Pu- 
rity and Power : This is the Fear of God, the begin- 
wing of Wiſdom, and will, teach us with 7oſeph, to 
entertain any temptation fitted with the greateſt ſe- 
crefie and advantage with his Reſolution, Gen. 39. g. 
How ſhall I ds this great Evil, and fin againſt God? 

4. Watch the courſe of the Providence of God, There 
is not a Paſlage of his Providence, but if marked, 
carries with it a ſecret Inſtruction, and a watchful 
Man will ſpell the Leflon of Providence; to Humi- 
lation, fic. 6. 9, Hear the Red, and him that hath 
appointed it : to Sadneſs, I/a. 22. 12.* In that day did 
the Lord call for weeping : to Reformation and Obedi- 
ence, fob 36 10 by cords of affliction, he openeth the 
Ear to Diſcipline, and commandeth, that they return 
from iniquity : to Dependance upon , and Recourſe 
to God, P/al. 107. 15, 19. extremity and natural im- 
poſſibiliry of deliverance tutors Men to cry __ 
LOIO, 
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Lord, Jonah 1.6. Ariſc, call «pon thy Ged: to Thankful- 
nels, P/al. 50. 25. 1 will dcliver thee, and thou ſhalt glo- 
rifie me : And here we cannot chule, but ever re- 
member the Excellence of the Word of God , which 
ceachech us the Englith of all his Diſpenſattons , and 
what they mean, "That when in our blindneſs, God 
by his Providence ſpeaketh once, yea twice, yet Man 
perceiveth it not, /«b 33. 14. this like a Mefſlenger, 
an Interpreter; one among a thouſand, fob 33. 23. 
expounds the Hieroglyphick , and ſhews us the Er- 
rand it brings from God : And although the Wil- 


dom of God excedes our obſervation in many paſlages 
_ of his Providence, Eccleſ. 8. 17. that almoſt the exact- 


eſt watchfulneſs will have much ado to find any thing 
after him, Eccleſ# 3. 11. yet I do believe, that that 
Man that keeps a {tri&t watch over himtelf, and upon 
che paſſages of his Providence, thall ſcarce tind one 


Uuncomfortable|paſſage in his Life, buc he may read in 


it ſome ſpecial omiſſion of Duty to, and ſome deſer- 
tion of God, ſome act of Pride, Luſt, or Vanity, emi-_ 
nently conlpicuous to him, that preceded it. Ir is 
true, the moſt exit walking may not only find, 
but occalion Crofles and Afﬀictions in our way ; but 
moſt commonly, if not always, ſuch are accompa- 
nied with {ach a mealure of Comfort , and Content- 
ment in them or with them, that I cannot call them 
Uncontfortable Paflages , but rather Objects of Re- 
joycing. Burt when there comes an Afﬀaiiction wait 
2 Sting IN 1c, though but a {mall one, fuch a one as 
iprings from my o:yn folly, or a diſappointnient , Gr 
mcerruption in a juſtifiable action , wherein I ſee, as 
ic were, the liand of God hedging up my way , or 
che like, lot me look but a licclz backward , I thall 
ſee the tpring! of it. As I will therefore keep 2 
watch over my wars, that I incur not the danger 
of God's deſeiting me. though in an action , 1t my 

| | e 
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be, of no great conſequence; ſo when I find ſuch a 
Croſs, I will look backward , and fearch , and t 
my ways , and when I have found my Achar, I will 
weep over him; I will look forward, and be more 
careful in my future Converſation; I will look up- 
ward, and bleſs the merciful hand of God , that is 
pleaſed to take ſuch care over a poor Creature, as to 
ſ-nd his Meſſenger , though, it may be, a rough and 
ſower one, to reclaim me from the danger of a 
greacer Evil. = 

'5. Watch the ſecret perſwaſions and diſſwaſions 
of the Spirit ef God , and beware thou quench it not, 
1 Thef. 5. 19. nor orieve It, Ephefl. 4. 30. A Man 
chat obſerves his ways, ſhall oftentimes hear a (ecrer 
Voice from his Conſcience, conformable to the 
Word of God, calling to him : Do net this abominable 
thing, which I hate, Jer. 44. 4. Or , This is the way, 
walk in it, Ia. 30. 21. Be fure thou obſerve this 
Voice; try it with the Word, the Rule of Truth 
and beware thou negle& ic not. This Wind, that 
blows where it liſts, if ſhut out, reliſted, or grieved, 
may haply never breathe upon thee again , bur leave 
thee to be hardened in thy ſins: But if obſerved, 
tried , and obeyed , thou ſhalt be ſure to have it thy 
Monitor and Dire&or upon all occaſions, 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Of Watchſulneſs in reſpect of our Seltes, our 
Senſes, Words, and Appetite. 


2. Y'OR the ſecond Obje&t of our Watch , ««r 
Selves : ſuch is the diſtemper and diſorder of 
our Souls ſince the Fail, that though it meets with no 
temptations from without, yet it will make them; 
and, like a diſtempered Stomach , the Luſts that are 
within us, will turn that into our Poiſon, which is 
of it ſelf either wholeſom , or at leaſt indifferent : 
The Wedge of Gold, and the Babyloniſh Garmear, 
had in it ſelf naturally no temptation to Evil; bur 
Luſt joyns with it, conceives upon it, and brings forth 
Sin : the Rock itands ſtill, ſtrikes not che Ship , but 
the Ship ſtrikes the Rock, and ſplits it ſelf. The 
greateſt part of that ſin, that 1s in us, 15 not ſo much 
due to the influence and motion of Objects upon 
us, as to the Corruption tliat the Object meets with 
in us : therefore it concerns us to have a ſtrict and 
continual Watch upon our ſelves : And herein. 

1. Watch thy Senſes : watch thine Eye 3_ thine 
Eye is 2 wanton Eye, an Eye full of Adultery, 
2 Pct, 2.14, Davia, a Man after God's own Heatt 
wantea his watch upon his Eye , and he (aw, and 
ſted, and finned, 2 Sm, 11. 2. With 7b therefore, 
{ee that thou (keep thine Eye under a Covenant, 
/e5 31. 1. Thine Eye 1s a luxurious Eye; the Fruit 
was pleaſint to the Eye, and our firſt Mother, 
though to the ruine of her Poſterity, did let in the 
h22uty of the Fruit, and together with it, Sin, and 


Death, 
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Death , through her Eye, Ger, 3.6. Thine Eye is 
an unſatiable Eye , Eccleſ. 1. $. a covetous Eye, 
{ſine 2.21, 1 ſaw, and I coveted: a lofty and proud 
:ye, Prov. 30. 14. a flattering and a deceitſu] Eye, 
Prov. 30. 12, a cruel and an opprefling Eye, P/al. 1c, 
8. His Eyes are privily ſet againſt the Poor : an evil 
Eye. Let it therefore be thy Practice, as well as thy 
Prayer, to turn away thine Eye from-beholding Va- 
nity, P/al. 119. 37. and to have thine Eyes always 
towards God, P/al. 141. 8. 

2, Ser a Guard upon thy Ear, and take heed 
how, and what thou heareſt, ark 4. 24. Thou 
haſt a wandering Eye, an Athenian Ear, As 17. 
21, an itching Ear, that will not endure ſound 
Truth, 2 Tim. 4. 3. a deaf and ſtopped Ear, when 
thou ſhouldeſt hear, 7/aiah 6. 10. an open and 
unſatiable Ear after Vanity and Unprofitableneſ(s, 
Eccle), I. 8. 

3. Set a Watch over thy Tongue, and keep the 
door of thy Lips, P/al. 141. 3. and take heed thou 
{in not with thy Tongue, 7/al. 39. 1. Remember an 
account is to be given for an idle word, Marth. 12. 
36, ſeaſon thy words with Salt, Colef. 4. 6. and 
that will rake away the filthinefs of thy Commumt- 
cation, Coleſ. 3. 8, Remember that thy Tongue is 
ſet on fire of Hell, 7ames 3. 6. Watch therefore 
thy Tongue : let thy words be few, ſeaſonable, con- 
[1derate, true. : 

4. Set a Watch upon thine Appetite : it js of it 
\ {elf natural, and conſequently good; but the di- 
ſtemper of our Nature hath put it out of its place, 
and conſequently out of irs bounds. Suſpect thy 
Appetite, and keep it under with Rules of Mode- 
ration : put a Knife to thy Throat, Prov. 23. 2. look 
not upon the Wine, when it gives its colour __ 
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Cu ), Prov. 2 3 31+ love not ſleep, Prov 20.1 3. and 
wich Rules of Seaſonablenels : the wiſe Man tells 
us, every thing 1s beautiful in its time, Eccleſ, 5, 
11, becauſe it is then in that order , which God 
hath appointed for it: the ſame Action, that may 
be bur tolerable and indifterent in one time, may 
be neceſlary in another , and ſinful in another , 
Tſaiah 22, 12, 13. In that day aid the Lord call for 
weeping and monrning , and behold, ſlaying of oxen : ſure- 
ly this iniquity ſhall not be purged from .you till ye aie, 
2 Sain. 11.11. The Ark, and Iſrael, and /udah abiat 
1m tents, QC. ſhall 1 then go down to my houſe to eat, 
and to. drink ,| and to lic with my wife ? Regulate thy 
Reaſon by the Word and Counſel of God : and 
diſcipline thy Appetite with thy Reaſon : obſerve its 
motions, and check them : Rather deny it a lawſul, 
than countenance it in but a diſputable Liberty. 
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CHAPFE. NM 
Of Watchfulneſ over our Aﬀections, and Paſ- 


ſions of Low, Anger, and Fear. 


F >, E T 2 Watch upon thine Aﬀettions and Paſſions : 
Thy Aﬀections are by thy natural corruption 
become inordinate Aﬀections 3 they are eaſily mif- 
placed , and more eafily over-acted. Take heed ro 
thy Love : according to the order or diſorder of this 
Aﬀection, are all thy other Aﬀections tempered : 
See therefore that it be rightly placed : Diſpence thy 
Love in meaſures proportionable to the worth of the 
Object : Nothing can challenge thy intenſeſt Love, 
but the intenſeſt Good; and that God that requires 
thy Heart, is a jealous God : let not our the whole 
Current of thy Aﬀections upon any thing below him : 
Lawful Pleaſures, natural Relations, Convemiences in 
the World, a Man's own-fſelf, may be Obje&s of . 
a moderate and ſubordinate Love : But when they 
take up the whole compaſs of our Love, our Love 
becomes our Sin, Marth, 10. 37, He that loveth father 
or mother more than me, 1s not worthy of me, 1 John 2. 
I5. 1f any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
net in him. 2 Tim. 3. 2, 4. lovers'of themſelves, and 
lovers of Pleaſures, ranked among(t the worſt of 
Men. When the Aﬀection of thy Soul is moving 
afrer any thing , before thou give it leave, examine 
the Object , whether worthy of any meaſure of thy 
Love; and if fo, yet let ir not go without a farther 
debate: Conſider the meaſure of Good, that is in 
the Object, ang weigh out its- proportion of Love 
| anſwerable 
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an{werable ro the meaſure of its Good : But reſt not 
there neither , remember it is but a ſubordinate, 2 
derivative Good, as well as a meaſurable Good : 
beſtow not that meaſure of thy Love upon it abſo- 
lucely , but ſubordinately : catechiſe thy Love with 
this Queſtion , Whether if thy Creator requires thee 
to hate that Object, to forgo it, to forfake it, thou 
canſt be better content to call home thy Afﬀection, 
than to let it;reft where it 1s? By this time, and by 
this means , thy Love will be under a dif{cipline and 
2 rule} and the Precipitancy of this - Aﬀection be- 
yond its due Proportion allayed and moderated. And 
remember always, it is the impotency of our Con- 
dition , and the great cauſe of the diforders in our 
Souls and Lives, that we are contented to give our 
Aﬀections leave , upon the firſt apprehenſion, to pur- 
ſue their Obje&s without debate , leR we thould in- 
rerrupt the expectation of Contentment , by a clear 
difcovery of the unworthinels and vanity of the Ob- 
ject, and the ill conſequences of inumoderation in the 
purſuit : thus we are contented to deceive our {elves 
with the Felicity of falſe ExpeQtation, rather than, 
by pre-confideration to avoid a real Inconvenience 
or Diſappointmear. 
Take heed ro thine Anger. Be angry, but fin not, 
Epheſ; 4. 26 keep it not too Jong; nor ac it too 
far, leſt it prove Hatred, Revenge, Oppreſhon: Or- 
der thy Anger (o, that it may be rather an act of thy 
Judgment, 'than of thy Perturbation : If thou art pro- 
voked by an Injury , before thou give a Commitſhon 
- to this Paſſion, propoſe ro thy (elf the Queſtion which 
God asked 7onah, Jonah 4. 9. Deſt thu well to he av 
gry? weigh well the Cauſe, and remember thou att 
artial to thy ſelf , and apt to conſtrue that for a juſt 
cation , Which it may be was none, or deſe> 
ved. Suipe& thy Judgment of Partiality ; pat uo 
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(elf in the others Conditzon 'before thou judgeſt ; re- 
member , that he that, .doth thee che Injury, 1s but 
God's Inſtrument, 2 $4am.i16.,10. Becauſe the Lord 
hath ſaid unto him , Carſe David, who then ſhall ſay, 
trherefore haſt thou done ſo ?, It may be his Injury is 
God's Juſtice, and then thy -Anger againſt the In- 
{trumentc is Rebellion ; ot at beſt, 1t may be his Ex- 
periment of thy Patience , and then thy Anger 1s 
Diſobedience. Remember the juſt vecations of, An- 
ger thou halt given to thy Creator , and yet his Pa- 
tience to thee: and ſhonlde® they net have compaſſion ox 
thy fellow ſervant ? Matth, 18. 33. Remember thy 
Redeemer, that bought thee with the Sacrifice of his 
Soul , hath given thee another Precept, Afatrh. 5- 44. 
Love your Enemies; and another -Example, who 
when he was reviled, reviied not again : and canſt 
thou deny the denial of Pafhon for liis fake? Re- 
member thy. gentleneſs will more advantage thee than 
thy anger : 1t, may be, he will bz conquered with 
thy Patience,'and revenge thy Quarrel againſt him- 
lelf, with his Repentance bur if not, there is a God 
of Vengeance can, and will do it, #om. 12.19, When 
a Man takes up the Ofhce of his Judge, he injures 
bath the Judge and Party, and in ſtead of doing 
biunſelt rigat, he makes himſeif guilty, Again, vt 
thou doeſt well to be angry , dolt thou well ro be 
angry ſo much, or ſo long? The Wiſe Man tells us, 
That Anger relteth in the boſom of Fools. Set 
Watch therefore over tiy Anger ; let it be juſt, ans! 
moCcerate; and let not the Sun go down on thy wrat!;; 
Epheſe 4. 26. ns | 
Set a Watch upon thy Fear : There is.nothing C&- 
ferves thy fear of Revereace, but thy Creator ; na: 
thy fear of Averſion, but thy Sin; It toy Peace 3c 
made with him, thou art above the Fear of any 
thing below him objects of T08 iba!l not conic - 
| I Frcat 
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near tliee; the Beaſts -of the Field hall be at peace 
with thee 3 or if they arenot, they ſhall not hurt thee, 
The terribleſt things in the World are therefore ter- 
rible, becauſe they end in Death, the King of Ter- 
rors: And when thy Peace is made with thy Lord, 
thou haſt a double Security againſt them : 1. Becauſe 
they are inthe hands of his Power and Wiſdom, 
and they cannot exceed their Commiſſion , that he 
pives them 3, he can, if it pleaſe him, diſſipate whole | 
Armies of Terrors by the leaſt word of his Power, 
2, But if cheir Commiſſion extend to thy very Life, 
yet the Son of God hath taken away that ſting, that 
terror , that is in Death; hath by his own Death 
ſanctified Death unto thee, and made it a door un- 
to a better Lifez ſo that Death, though in it ſelf 
terrible and bitter , yet this Tree being himſelf caf 
into this bitter Water, Exed. 15. 25. hath (weetned 
them; and as he hath taken away the Venome of 
it, by deſtroying that Serpent , that had the power 
of it, Heb. 2.14. ſo he hath made it, though not 
for it (elf, yet in reſpect of him , that ſtands on the 
other {ide of this Gulf, with Immortalicy and Glory 
in his hand , deſirable, Phil. 1. 23. Having a deſire to 
depart , and to be with Chriſt , which is far better : Its 
true , thou art purſued with an Army of Eegpriay:, of 
Sins, and of Miſeries, and when thou comelt to the 
Sore , thou ſeelt a raging and a bloody Sea z- But 
remember thou haſt an Angel, even the Angel of 
the Covenant, that hath gone before, and yer goes 
with thee , and turns this Sea into a Paſlage of Eaſe 
and Safety : and though of either ſide the Waves 
may affright thy Senſe, they ſhall noe hurt thee: 
and remember , that though thy Paſſage may be 
difticule and troubleſome, yet thou haſt not , © 
once the 1/-aelites, a Wildernels behind it , but a 
Cana, Therefore in all Objects or Occurrens 
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of Terror, firſt look inward, and ſee how the caſe 
ſtands between thy God and thy Conſcience : indeed 
if there remain a Guilt unwaſhed by the Blood of 
Chriſt, a ſecret ſin entertained, and not repented 
of, thou haſt cauſe to fear , becauſe thy Lord is an- 
gry : But if thou keep thy daily Warch upon thy 

ul and thy Life, if chou find the preſence of thy 
Saviour in thy Soul, and thy Hearc, though of ic 
ſelf a finful Heart, yet cleanſed and delivered from 
the power of any evil way, an honeſt Heart , acted 
by the love of God in Chriſt, thou mayelt then 
look above them; and, having thine Eye fixed 
upon the Lord of Events, walk quietly and un- 
troubled through the midſt of thoſe dangers , that 
do incompals thee. Ir is true, that in the great 
Concuſſions of the World , God expects a ſuitable 
affetion, even from the moſt innocent Heart, an 
affection of Reverence, and awe of his Preſence 
and working, 7eremiah 10. 7. Who would not fear thee, 
O king of nations ? But the fear of an honeſt Heart is 
the fear of Reverence, not of Conlternation, 2 
Fear mingled with Love , a Fear mingled with 
Faith and confidence , a Fear mingled with Praiſe 
and Glorifying God; a Fear terminated in the 
great Lord , that works not in the Inſtrument, not in 
the unmediate Obje&t of Terror; a Fear mingled 
with Comfort, not over-run with diſtrattion. When 
therefore thou meeteſt with Obje&s of Fear, firſt 


learn to diſtinguith cheir kinds : ſome there are that 


come as it were, from the immediate hand of God 
{uch are Famine , Peſtilence ; Wars, Fires, Inunda- 
tions, Earthquakes - and the likez entertain chem 
with Reverence to the great, and Juſt, and Powerful 
hand of God , not ſlightly, or ſaucily, or preſum- 
ptuoutly , . yet without conſternation or diltra&ion of 


Minc'; carry up thy Soal above the Objects, to the 


£1 Hand 
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*Glory and People; we ſee fury and rage enough in 
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Hand that guides them 3 make him thy Dependance, 
and his Will che meaſure of thine own under them ; 


uſe all warrantable means with Dependance upon his 
Power, and Submiſſion to his Will, to avoid them : 


The wife Man ſeeth the Plague, and hiderh himſelf, 


Prov. 22. 3. Prov. 27,12. If thou eſcape the danger, 


bleſs the God that hath preſerved thee ; if thou fall 
in them, yer ſtil] bleſs che -God, that hath not left 
thee; and value ten thouſand Deaths with his Pre- 
{ence and Light upon thy Soul above the moſt ſub. 
limated Life without it: Again, there are ſome Ob- 


jects of Fear, which, though they: are guided and 


maſtered by. the hand of God , yet they are imme- 
diately the works of Men, and fo leſs terrible; ſuch. 
are wrought by the power , oppreſſion, cruelty, and 
malice of Men; theſe may and ought to be enter- 
tained with |more reſolution and confidence : That 
one Example may terve for al] , when the power and 
injuſtice of Man thall meet with an unarmed and 


weak innocence, Dan. 3.16, O Nebuchadnezzar, we 


are not careful to anſwer thee in this matter ; our (304, 


' whom we ſerve, is able to acliver us from the burning fier 
furnace, and he will deliver us ont of thine hana, O tine: 


But if not, be it known wnto thee, O king , we will not ſerve 
thy Gods : As if they thould have ſaid: * It 1s true, 
ol ES . 
thou art a King, and where the word of a King 
*15, there is Powerz and to magnifie thy ſelf and 
*thy Glory, in the face of thy Kingdom, thou hait 


©raken up this publick Reſolution of the Dedication 


* of thine Idol; and tlis thy Purpoſe is ſtabliſhed by 
* 2 Decree, a Miſchief framed by a Law, and this 


© Decree armed with Death, and a cruel and terrible 


* Death : we know we croſs thy proud and impious 
* Will, impatient of the ſeeming neglect of thy Power, 
* by three poor deſpiſed Hebrews in the midi(t of thy 


*chy 
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©chy countenance, to devour us before the Furnace 
* be hot; we ſee thy Courtiers adding fewel to thy 
© rage, and thy Inſtruments greedily catching after 
© the leaſt Warrant from thee, for our Execution 
* 2nd we are compaſſed with Fleth and Blood, which 
© cannot but ſhrink at the preapprehen(1on of this inevi- 
© table and terrible diſſolution : yet for all this, know 
© that we have learned to tutor our Fear; not to fear 
© 2 Man that ſhall die, and the Son of Man, thar 
© (hall be made as Graſs, //a. 51. 11. we have learned, 
*that the fear of Man bringeth a ſnare, but he thac 
* rruſteth in the Lord (hall be ſafe, Prov. 29, 25. And 
© therefore we are not much perplexed, what Anſwer 
©to return:to theſe thy Commands and Threats; we 
© {crve that God, in whoſe hand thou arte. as the 
* Ax or the Saw in his hand that (haketh itz in whoſe 
* hand thy Breath is, and he can command away thy 
* Breath, and then what becomes of thy Word? 
* that Lord, in whaſe hand thy Heart is, and he can 
* turn it as the River of Water, and can (et thy Com- 
* mand againſt thy Decreez that God, in whoſe 
"hands are the iſſues of deatl1, and who can arm an in- 
* confiderable Occurrence to divert and fruſtrate thy 
* Purpoſe $ in whoſe hands are all the Powers of Hea- 
* ven and Earth, and can correct and controll that Fire 
* which thou intendelt for the execution of thy Fury : 
* And this is the God whom we ſerve, and hath made 
*2 Covenant with us to preſerve us in the Fire; and 
*we are no leſs confhdent of his Love, and of his 
* Truth, than of his Wiſdom and Power to deliver 
*UsS3 he hath taught us, that he is a preſent help in 
* trouble, P/al. 46. 1. that if, we call upon him in the 
*day of trouble, he will deliver us, P/al. 50. x5. 
* Palm 91. 15, that in the Fire he will be wick us, 
*and in the Water, and it ſhall not come near us: 
* Therefore, O King, we "_ not thy Power , a 

3 = WMP 


342 Of the Knowledge of God, PART IL 
* thy Rage, for our Dependance is above them : But 
* this is not all : If that great God, whom we ſerve, 
* deliver us over to the {wing of thy Rage, we have 
© learnt yet a higher Leſſon, our Faith and Experience 
* hath taught us to truſt in himz and our Love hath 
*taught us to obey him : though he ſeem to dif: 
© appoint our truſt .by delivering us unto thy Fury, 
© yet we will not forget to obey him: he hath taught 
© us to make his Will, the meaſure and rule of ours, 
© both in what we ſuffer, and in what we do: we 
* owe our Lives to him, and thou art but his Inſtry- 
* ment to take them from us; when his Will -com- 
* mands our Lives, we ſhall reſign them with Þa- 
| © riencez but now his Glory requires them, we will 
. * oive them up with Chearfulneſs : If we cannot live, 

© but upon ſo dear a rate, as to offend our bounti- 
\ *ful God, farewell Life with Guile , and welcome 
*Death with Innocence. Know, O King, that the 


* Preſence and Love of our God hath taught us how 
* to fear to offend, yet to dare to die. 
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CHAT. XXL 


Of Li atshfulneſs over our Hope » Confidence, and 
OY. 


ET a Watch »po» thy Hope and Confidence : Place it 
aright, and remember thou art eſſentially depend- 
ing upon the or God, and upon him only, and all 
things below him, have no more worth or ſtrengeh 
in them , than he derives to them, and when they 
take up his place, he eyer breaks and diſappoints 
them. Yet ſuch is the Atheiſm, the Pride, and Folly 
of our Hearts, that it will place its confidence in any 
thing, rather than where it ſhould. The diſtemper 
of this, as of all other our Aﬀections, hath its begin- 
ning in the Blindneſs of our Judgments, the want of 
a deep and practical knowledge of God 3 and from 
hence our Confidences and Hopes, fx and reſt often- 
times in inoſt vain and deceitful Objects, Have 
therefore a watch and a correftive upon the motion 
of thy Soul towards any thing wiluch thou halt, 
wherein there ſeems any, though never fo little 
{trength : thy evil Heart will make it thy confidence, 
and fo a ſnare unto thee. Is thy wea!th increaſed ? 
take heed to thy Confidence, thy evil Heart will 
make it all one to have, and to truſt in Riches; it will 
make thy Gold thy Confidence, = 31. 24. to truſt 
in thy Wealth, and boaſt thy ſelf in the multitude 
of thy Riches, P/al. 49. 6. Pal. 52. 7. to make it thy 
itrong Tower, Prov. 10, 15. to ſet thy Heart upon 
them, Pſal. 62, 10. And then this thy Confidence 
(hall be thy Fall, Prov, 12, 28. Haſt thou a fair Suc- 
| Z 4 ceſs 
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0 in Fatorals? look to thy Contidence; though 
rhon teclt rhv Creator in them, yet thy evil Heart 
Wil! make thee at leaſt ſhare thy Confidence between 
:fy God and the Cjeamte, to ,couclude with ob, 
3t now thou thalt die in thy Nett. 7eb 29. 168, tg 
b-h0id the [Sun when it thineth, 7-6 31. 26, to con- 
Cinde with David, that thou thalt never be moved, 
7/4, 30. 6. and the jealous, yer merciful God, will 
| 1. bis face, and thou art troubled thereby, to un- 
2{ten thy QContidence upon the Creature,and to teach 
rhee to fix it upon thy Maker oniy. | Haſt thou 
7:iend, a Prince, or Nation Confederate ? take heed 
to thy Contidence z thou art apt to make this thy 
Friend, thy. Confidence, Pal. 41. 9. my own famti- 
liar Friend, in whom I truſted 3 ro put Confidence 
1 this Prince, P/al. 118. 9. P/al. 146. 3. And then 
he makes Eept a broken Reed , //a. 36. 6. Exch, 29, 
6. fends a Vengeance to pnriue and overtake thee in 
the midſt of thy Confederates, fer. 42. 16, pours 
contempt ypon thy Confidence, ob 12. 21, Haſt 
thou Azitions, Provifrexs for War? take heed to thy 
Contidences thou wiit be ready to make thy Cha- 
101 and thy Horiemen thy Truſt , P/al. 20. 7. the 
nutitude Of thine Hoſt , thy Salvation, P/al. 33. 16, 
wo Vaunt, that thou art mivhty and ſtrong for the 
\Var, cr. 48. 14. and then the great Lord rejects thy 
Conndcnces, and writes diſappointment upon them 
a'l, 77. 4. 37. Hait chou a ſtrong Beay, a dexterous 
Ceep, tore(ceing, preventing Yr, thy Ceoxnſels and Pur- 
poles to;lowed with Succeſſes anſwerable to thy Mind? 
j2ke! ed tothy Contidencez thy Heart is blind and 
eanrnor fee farther thanthe next Caules, not obſerving 
3h $reat als 11:tt Mover, who manageth all things, 
*1nd will vel} tice up into a ſelf-confidence and Ce- 
pendance, | But tuppoſe thy Confidence be right let 
1 reigect of the Oaject, vet {ce that 1t ÞE grounnea 

| won 
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upon right Principles, otherwiſe thy Confidence may 
be thy Preſumption : Examine thy very Recumbence 
upon thy. Creator : The immediate grownd of any 
Confidence in God is a perſwaſion of his Power , and a 
perſwafion of his Love, and in both theſe the cor- 
ruption of our Nature doth diſcover it felf, and is fit 
co be conſidered : - 

1. Touching his Power the Errors of our Truſt on 
either hand in the Defec, and in the Excels. 

1. Difftidence in his Power, ſal. 78. 19. Can God 
furniſh a table in the wilderneſs ? therefore the Lord heard 
this and was wrath Upon any Extremity, though ne- 
ver {o black and inevitable, oak wana the Power of 
God as able moſt ea(ily to over-match it. 

2, Reſting upon his Power , without conſulting 
with his Will : This is Preſwmprion, when a Man with- 
out any Commiſhon from his Maker, ſhall entertain 
any deſperate attempt : This is for a vain Man to 
go about to. ingage the Pawer of the great God 
againſt himſelf. his Will, his Purity, his Wiſdom, 
his Purpoſe. See thou haſt a Commiſſion from the 
Will of thy Creator for what thou art abouts and if 
ſo, then caſt thy ſelf upon his Power : when thou art 
a&ting by his Command, doubt not but thou ſhalt act 
by his Power. | 

z. Touching 6:s Love, this likewile yields Errors on 
both hands : 

1. In the defe#, principally when a Soul, that 
doubts not of his Power, becauſe ſhe knows him 3 
gor hath cauſe tro doubt of his Love, becauſe her 
Peace is made ; yet ſuch black ſtorms and pre-appre- 
nen(ions of dangers are gathered round about her, that 
ſhe cannot ſee the Love or Care of God towards her, 
Yſal 57.9. Hath God forgotten to, be" gracious ? hath he 
out up his tender mercies ? 
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2. In the Exceſs, an ungrounded Pre/umption of 
the Love and Favour of God: and herein are aivers 
Aﬀiſtak's - | 

1. When a Man ſhall argue a perſonal and” ſpecial 
Love of God: aato him from External Sxcceſſes and 
Events. It is true, that the Mercy and Love of God 
1s over a!l his 'Works; and the Happineſs of Exter- 
nals is the fruit of the Love of God as to his Crea- 
cure, but not a ſufficient evidence of that ſpecial Love 
_ of God as to his Child; they are fruits of his Bounty, 
not always evidences of his Favour : Experience of 
former Mercies in external ſucceſles and deliverances, 
may and ought to ſtrengthen that Confidence which 
15 well grounded upon the Love of God, P/al. 77. 11, 
« Sa», 17. 37. Burt they are not always infallible 
arxument of that Love: When Bleſſings in Exter- 
nals make us more humble, more thankful , more 
watchfal, then they may juſtly make us more conti- 
dent, becauſe then the Love of God comes in with 
his Bleſſings : And then are External Bleſſings argu- 
ments of che Love of God, when they teach the Soul, 
as well ro love God, as to truſt in him. 

2. When a Man hall argue a perſonal and ſpecial 
Love of God by the preſence of External Privileager, 
when there wants ſincere Obedience , fer. 7. 4, 10. 
1rnft ye not in lying words, ſaying, The Temple of the 
Lord, &c. and therefore God ſends them to the 
Example of Shiloh. Ibid. Verſe 12. And the reaſon 
why this muſt needs be, as well a deceiving Inference, 
as dilpleaſing ro God, is becauſe in truth, in ſuch a 
caſe, the Soul placeth her ultimate confidence in theſe 
ehings, and robs God of part of that Confidence which 
belongs unto him. 

3. When a Man hall argue the Love of God to 
him front his External Performances of thoſe things 


whiciz God commanded, //a. 1. 11, Amos 5. 21. fl 
| atil 
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hath chis double Error in it: «. A grof6ly miſtaken 
Apprehenſion of the Will. of God,” which is moſt 
juſts as if the God that judgeth the Heart, and mea- 
ſures all che Actions of Men by their Hearts, ſhould 
be pleaſed with the Shell'of Duties and Obedience : 
whereas the things that are ſo done, as they are in 
themſelves without the Heart, but indifferent Actions, 
and ſo cannot be pleaſing; fo they are but hypocrxci- 
cal and falſe, and muſt needs be diſpleaſing. 2. A 
ſharing of our Confidence between God and our 
ſelves, de quo infra, Le, 
4. When a Man ſhall argue the Love of God as 
an Effet and Price of hxs Obedience and Sinterity towards 
him: The Error in this, is that in truch a Man makes 
himſelf his Confidence , for he that truſts in the Love 
of God, becauſe he thinks he hath purchaſed or pro- 
cured the Love of God, doth in truth reſolve his 
Confidence into himſelf. Therefore look upon the beſt 
Dreſs of thy Soul, thy Humility, thy Faith,thy Love, 
thy Sincetity , thy Obedience, not as Cauſes of the 
Love of thy God, or the Price or Purchace of ir, 
but as Effects and Evidences of his Love to thee: 
Look upon thy Sincerity, Love and Obedience ro 
God, as the fruitand ſign of his Love 3 that will make 
oy God thy Confidence ; not as the Purchace or Price 
of his Loves for that will make thy ſelf thy Pre- 
ſumption: were they thy own, thou oweſt them and 
infinitely more tothy Creator, and therefore canſt nor 
deſerve by them : Bur alas, they are not thine owny 
his Love, as it is the Motive of thine, ſo it is the 
Cry of it, and of all that can be acceptable to 
im. ig 
5. When a Man from well gre +, 7 
of the Love of God ts bis Perſon, ſhall conclude the . 
Favour of God to his Afions, without meaſuring of 
them by his Will. This was the Error of ys 
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Confidence, 2 Chron. 35. 21, 22. he hearkened not 
-fng words of Necko, from the mouth of God, and 

6. When a Man who hath a ſound ground of the 
Love of God| wnto his Perſon, ſhall yer go along in 
any known or ugrepented Sin. Such fins by any, 
that hath entred into Covenant with God, have more : 
| Malignity and. Preſumption in, them, than the very 
fame {ins committed by others , becauſe commutred 
againſt more Light and againſt more Love: and rhe 
Merciful God is yet a Jealous God, and one that 
accepteth not Perſons, his ways are equal and uni- 
form, Exch. 18, 25. If the beſt of Meh walk contrary 
to him, it muſt of neceſſity be, that he:walk con- 
trary to them : and therefore he hates with che ſame 
hatred a courſe of in, even in his ſubject, as well 
as in his enemy : And the {ame fin that puts a Stran- 
ger unto God in the Condition of an Enemy , puts 4 
Subject in the! Condition of a Rebel: and therefore, 
though he will not utterly take his loving kindneſs 
from them, he will vyit their cranſgreſſion with the 
rod, and their {ins with itripes, P/al. 89, 32, will 
hide his face from them, Dexr. 31. 18, a frequent ex+ 
preſſion of God's withdrawing the Actual Commu- 
nication of his Love and Preſence, even from his 
own, P/al. 30. 7. Pſal. 74. 9, 11. Pſal. 69. 1p. What 
ever be the Purpoſe of God concerning thee, be al- 
ſured of this, that fo long as thou art un a courſe of 
- {a againſt him , though his Counſel concerning thee, 
be not thereby interrupted, yet till rchy returning to 
him and repenting of thy fin, the Actual Fruition 
of thy intereſt in him, 1s interrupted; thou art actual- 
ly in che ſame condition, if not a worſe, than before 
thy firſt Covenant with thy Creator, and haſt as 
little cauſe of Confidence in his Love now, as chou 
ladit then. And as the Ac of thy Love to ain 

| | mo 
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moſt apparently interrupted by this thy practice of a 
known {in till thy return , ſo thou mayeſt moſt juſtly 
conclude an interruption of the ACt of his Love to 
- chee, till thou retarn, though that return of chine is 
the fruit of that Love, which was ſtill in him, thongh 
chou didſt go along in the frowardnels of thy ways ; 
when God hides himſelf by reaſon of fin, thy In- 
ſtruction thereby is to ſeek him out . otherwiſe thar 
which thou calleſt thy Confidence, may be thy Pre- 
ſumption, and may cauſe the Wrath and Jealouſie 
of thy Creator to {moke againſt chee, becauſe thou 
haſt bleſſed thy (elf in thy Hearre, ſaying, / hat 
have peace, though 1 walk in the imagination of my heart, 
Deut. 29. 19. Every motion of the Heart to God, 
if it be right, is conformable to the Mind of God 
throughout. When thy Life is {inful, and thy Heart 
not humble, ſuſpect thy Confidence to have more of 

thy Corruption, than of Grace in it. | 
Take heed to thy oy. Regularly'as is the object or 
meaſure of thy Love, ſuch 1s the obje& and meaſure 
of thy Joy : Joy is nothing elſe, but a reſult of the 
Soul in the fruition of what is loved: yet though thou 
had(t a watch over thy Love before thou enjoyedſt, 
have a ſtricter watch over the temper of thy Spiric in 
thy fruition: Look to the object of thy Joy, thy evil 
Heart will rejoyce, will glory in thy fin, in thy 
ihame: unle(s thou haſt a watch upon thy Heart, fol- 
ly and miſchief will be thy Joy, Prov. 10. 23. Prov. 15. + 
21. the fall of thine Enemy will be thy Joy, and the 
Lord will ſee, and it will difpleaſe him, Prov. 24. 17. 
thou wilt make Exceſs, Impurity, Oppreſſion, Cruel- 
ty, Injuſtice, Pride, thy Joy and thy Delight : Thy 
Afﬀections are blind, and mad, and muſt be led. Exa- 
mime the object of thy Joy, and conſider beforehand, 
whether there be not in it more cauſe of prief than 
of delight. But ſuppoſe thy fruition deſerve _ - 
| ighr, 
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light, God hath bleſled chee with a good Wife, which 
the wiſe Man calls the Crown of her Husband, Pe. 12, 
4. with a numerous and hopeful Iſſue, which the 
wiſe Man calls the Crown of Old Age, Prov. 17. 6. 
with a Good Name, which the wiſe Man calls a pre- 
cious Ointment , Eccleſ. 7. 1. with a merry Heart, 
which doth good like a Medicine, Prov. 17. 22. with 
Honour and Promotion, Wealth, Wiſdom, Succeſs in 
thy Labours;, and theſe ought to be entertained with 
rejoycing and comfort : the wiſe Man tells us, it is the 
Portion that God giveth thee in them, Eccef; 3. 1 3, 22, 
Eccleſ. 5.18. Eccleſ. 9. 9. and it is thy duty enjoyned 
thee by God, Dent. 28. 27. Becauſe thou ſervedſt not the 
Lord thy God with joyfulneſs and with glaaneſs of heart for 
the abundance of all things, therefore, &:C. But take heed 
to thy Heart, it will ſoon abuſe and exceed his Com- 
miſſion: 

1. Look to the Manner of thy Joy or Mirth, that it 
be not light, or vain, thy Mirth may prove mad, Ec- 
cleſ. 2. 2, the Laughter of a Fool, Eccleſ{ 7, 6. a Mirth 
chat will end in Heavinels, Prov. 14. 1 3. 

2. Look to the Meaſure of it. Firſt weigh the 
Good that thou enjoyeſt , and then weigh out a Pro- 

rtion of Joy an(werable to the value of that Good : 

ay not out the whole ſtock of thy Joy for that which 
deſerves but a ſinall part of i Woe are commonly 
miſtaken in the value we pur upon the things we ex- 
pect or enjoy, and that makes us miſ-ſpend our (elves 
upon them : Be ſure nothing below the fruition of thy 
Creator, can'deſerve the whole ſtock of thy Delight; 
and if thou diſpenſeſt it otherwiſe, thou robbelt thy 
God, and deceiveſt thy (elf. There are three Confide- 
rations and Cautions, that are often to be uſed to m0 - 
derate our Delight in Externals: ” 
1. To conſider the true value of them : they ar 
but limited Good, ang not large enough for a th 
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limited in meaſure , limited in duration; the Good 
that is in them , is that Conegruity that God hath pur 
in them, and that only a limited good , and can de- 
ſerve but a limited Delight. _ ; 

2. To mingle thoſe ſad Conliderations of Morta- 
lity and an Account with the Fruition of any Exter- 
nals. This doth allay the exorbitancy: of the Heart, 
and keeps the Soul from ſurfeiting upon any outward 
Good: this is the going tothe houſe of Mourning com- 
mended by the wiſe Man, Eccleſ, 7. 2. that ſad remem- 
brance which he gives to the young. man in the midlt 
of his jollity, Eccl. 11. 9. But know that for all theſe things 
God will bring thee rs judgment : there 1s 4 ſevere Eye, 
that beholdeth all thy deportment in the fruitzon of 
thoſe things I lend thee, that will have a ſad account 
for thy carriage in the uſe of them. 

3. To contemplate often the Goodneſs of God,” his 
Mercy, his Bounty ; to find the Prefence and Love of 
God in thy Love , the ſound hope of eternal Life : 
This will take up the whole compals of thy delight, 
and rejoycing, wherein thou canſt not exceed, fo that 
thou wile not have Joy enough , or at leaſt not tov 
much, for any thing below him, Zake 10. 20. 1» this 
rejoyce not, but rather rejoyce, becauſe your names are written 
:» heaven. When this Sun ſhines in the Heart, thoſe 
little Stars of outward Comfort, which at no time 
bave but a derivative Light, will not appear: And 
this thy Faith is the Victory that overcometh che 
World, the delights of the World, as well as the ter- 
rours of the World : It will keep Comforts and thy 
Delight in them in their due place and ſubordination, 
and count them but dung .and loſs, that thou mayeſt 
win Chriſt, Phil. 3.8. If che Lord ſhall life up the hghe 
of his countenance upon thee, it will put more 
neſs in thy Heart, than when their or thine own Corn 
and Wine increaſed, Pf. 4. 7. When thy Fes 
mace 
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made with God, thy Conſcience ſprinkled by the Blood 
of Chriſt, the Spirit, the Comforter, wicnefting with 
thy own Spirit, Row. 8, 16. thy Heart f{incere towards 
God, 2 Cor, 1. 12. this will caule an abiding Joy, 2 The/; 
5. 16, John 16. 32, a full Joy, 1 fohn 1.4. a victorious 
Joy, that like |Ao/es's Serpent devours the faite Joys, 
and conquers the temporal Sorrows of this Lite; 
Atts 5.41. James 1. 2. 1 Pet. 4. 13. a Joy unſpeakable 
and full of Glory, 1 Per. 1. 8. 

3. And as to the manner and meaſure of thy De- 
light, ſo look ro the Ground, the formal Reaſon of thy 
Delight : ſee that thy delight or rejoycing fix not in 
thoſe external Comforts ſingly 3 for then thy Delight 
will be ſenſual, immoderate, and vain, the very 
ſame that an irrational Creature takes in them, v1z. a 
complacency in the fruition of that, which is conve- 
nient and ſuitable to his Senſe : But louk upon thy 
Bleſſings,and delight in them, as thou ſeeſt the Bounty, 
the Goodneſs, the Hand, che Promiſe, the Truth of 
God in them : This will not only moderate, but ſpiri- 
rualize thy delight in them : thy delight in them will 
not only be Comfortable to thy ſelf, but Acceptable 
co God : thy delight in thy Blethings is then mingled 
with Thankfulne(s. with Humility , with Sobrtety, 


with Faith , with Watchfulneſs it is thy Duty, and 


it is thy Safety. The rich Man in the Golpel, Zxk. 12. 
19, Soul, thou haſt much goods laid up for many years, eat, 
drink, and be merry: and this was his fin: The 1/- 
raelite Offering his firſt Fruits to God, Dew. 26. 11. 


is commanded to rejoyce in every good thing which the 
Lord thy God hath given unto thee: this was his Duty : the 
rejoycing the ſame : here was the odds, the former 


rerminated and laid out his Joy in the thing, as the 
ſuitable Good to his Nature and Condition 3 tht 
latter looked upon it, and rejoyced in ir, as a Gift of 
God : learn therefore to find God in the Coney 
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and that will heal the Creature, and make it uſeful 
and ſafe 3 thou mayeſt then delight in them ſafely, be- 
cauſe thou wilt then do it warrantably. 


RED CI 
| —_— A _— 


CHAP. AXIEE 


Of Watchfulneſs over our Grief, 1. In reference 
to God, for Sin; 2. In reference to Externals. 


T AK E heed to thy Grief. Love, as is bef re no- 
red, is the great Cardinal Aﬀection or Motion 
of the Soul; and the other Aﬀtctions are but Love 
diverſified according to the fite or poſition of the 
Obje&t: Love in the expectation of ' its, Ovject, is 
Hope in the doubt or danger of it, Fear ; un the en- 
joyinent of it, Joy in the abſence of ir, Grief-or Sor- 
row. The Object therefore: of thy Love is the ſub- 
jet of thy Grief, and the meaſure of chy Love to it; 
is the meaſure of thy Grief for it: Firft'therefore, ſee 
that thy intenſeſt Grief be relative to him that oughe 
to be the Object of thy intenſ(eſt Love. ' Now our 
Love to God is under a Joubte Confideration : 1. Ab- 
ſolutely, as he is the chiefeſt, perfect, abſgJute Good, 
And under rhis Conſideration our Love ends in him. 
we love him for bis own ſake. And this 18 an An- 
pe'ical Love, and a pure fublime Love. * and. the 
Fruir of this Love, is an endeavour 'of 'Confotmity |. 
to his Nature and to his Will, 2, Relatively,. as he 
15 the Chiefeſt Good to us. And this creates in us a 
double Love to him: 5 | 
1. A- Love of Gratitude, a return of Love ro 
him, becauſe we receive Love from him, [1 7obn 4. 
19 We love him, becauſe he firft-loved at : 'this' even na- 
fural ingenuity would challenge of ns. * © * 
| Aa 3, 
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z. A Love of Prudence, as I may call it, which 
is the only colerable Self-Love in the World, to love 
God , becauſe the fruition of his Favour and his 
Preſence is our beſt Advantage , as a moſt ſuitable 


Good. 
By this thou mayeſt eaſily find what ſhould be !/: 


otjt of thy intenſeſt Grief, Sin, 5n «thers, Pſal. 119, 
135. Rivers of waters rn down mine eyes, becauſe thr 
keep not thy Law : But eſpecially Sin in our ſelves; that, 
and only that, can deſerve our intenſeſt Sorrow , as 
the only ching that 1s contrary, 

1. To the Purity, the Glory, the Will of him 
that is the chiefeſt Good. Is he the chiefeſt Good? 
then certainly, wharcloever 1s contrary to his Purity, 
Glory, or Will, cannot chuſe but be the chiefeſt 
Evil, and conlequent!y , the object of thy Hatred, 
and of thy Grief. Is thy Conformity to his Nature 
and Will, the neceffary conſequence of thy Love 
unto him ?/| that chen that ſpoils that Conformity to 
him, cannot chuſe but be chy Sorrow : thou loveſt 
him, becauſe he is Good, and that Goodnels in him, 
which is the *cauſe of thy Love, muſt of neceſſity 
imprint upon thee a deſire to have the like ground 
o -— A in thy ſelf, and this thy fin diſappoints 
 WRE 06 | 
_ 2, Contrary to that Gratitude, that even natural 
ingenuity teacheth thee to return to an ordinary Be- 
nefator. Conſider, that great God, whom thou 
haſt offended, hath oy given thee thy Being, the 
greateſt Gift that is poſſibly conceiveable.: and with 


chy Being, hath given thee the Copy of his Mind 
and Will, a moſt Reaſonable and Juſt Command, 
in the Obedience whereof, conſiſts thy Perfection 
and Happineſs : If he had given thee a rigorous and | 
ſevere Law, taking in the whole compaſs of toy 
Being , or ſuch a Law whereia thou couldſt __ 
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ſcen nothing but che Abſolute Will of thy Creator ; 
yer the Debt thou owelt thy Creator, could not be 
{atisfied with ſuch a performance: And now for thee to 
affend ſuch a Law of ſuch a God, that hath given 
thee thy Being ! Again , conſider that when thy Ma- 
ker could not by any imaginable Rule of Juſtice owe 
any thing to the exacteſt Obedience of his Crea- 
cure, yet ſuch was his Goodneſs, that he made him- 
ſelf a Debtor even to his own Creature, efitring into 
2 Covenant of Life with him , thereby ro encourage 
his Obedience; and this for no other cauſe , bur be- 
cauſe his Mercy endurech for ever: For can 4 man 

be profitable to God? Job 22. 2, And for a Man to ſin 
againſt ſo much Condeſcenſion of an Infinite God to 
his own Creature ! Again conſider , when againſt fo 
much Mercy and Love thou haſt offended thy Ma- 

S ker, and even by thy own Contract, as well as by 
the Juſt and Univerſal Right that God had over his 
Creature, haſt forfeited thy Being to thy Creator, 
yet he took not the wp of it, remitted thy 

| Forfeiture, and fent a Sacnfice in thy ſtead, of his 
own providing, with a meſlage of a fulnefs of Love, 
with a new Covenant of more eafineſs to perform, 
and of more comforce in the performance; with a 
Pardon for thy Sin, and with a Reward for ano- 
thers Righteouſneſs; and, when thou wert an enemy, 
and dead in fins and treſpaſſes- ſent his Son to his 
Creature, to beſeech Reconciliation, and his Spirit, 
to give thee Life to accept it, and to ſeal thy ac- . 
ceptation of it with an earneſt and an afſurance of 
Life and Glory ; that by char Spitit, and through thar 
Son of his, hath given thee Acceſs unto his own 
| Majeſty, a diſcovery of that Glory, to the which thou 
art called : Certainly, theſe are the higheſt ingage- 
nents of Gratitude, that are poſſible to be put upon 
4 Creature, and do therefore challenge eyen from 
Aa 2 natural 
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natural ingenuity, the higheſt Return thou canſt make, 
though it be infinitely ſhort of what thou doeſt owe : 
And yet after all this, croſs the Will of thy Creator, 
thathath done fo much for thee ! to forget the Love of 
thy Saviour, and to crucite him again ! to grieve that 
Spirit of Love and Purity, that comes to cleanle thee, 
and fit thee for thy Maſters uſe, and to ſeal thee to 
Life and Immortality ! to diſhonour that Name, by 
which thou art called! to pollute that Conſcience, 
which thy Saviour hath waſhed with his Bloud ! to 
deface thar Image and Superſcription of thy Creator, 
which he was ump:inting upon thy Soul ! to prefer a 
baſe, unworthy perithing, unprofitable Luſt, or Vani- 
ty, before the Honour of tuch a God, the Love of ſuch 
a Saviour, the per{walton and importunities of ſuch a 
Spirit, before thy own Peace, Perfection, and Happi- 
nels ! to vex, and opprels, and deſpiſe the Patience and 
Bounty of him, that hath done all this for thee, and 
pives thee yet an hour of Life to conl(ider of it, and a 
Promiſe of! Grace and Pardon after all chis, it thou 
canſt but mourn over thy Sins, thy unthanktulnelſs, 
thy unworthy and diſtngenuous dealing with thy God. 
Lay the weight of thele and the like aggravations upon 
thy hard at 7 ſtony Heart, and bruile it into Tears of 
Blood for thy unkindnels to ſo merciful a God. Thou 
Can(t not exceed in this Sorrow; it 1s a Sorrow that 
ſprings from the Love of God in the Soul 3 a Sorrow 
tit will ceanfe thy Soul, a Sorrow that will bring 
thee ro thy: Maker, a Sorrow that hath a Promiſe of 
Acceptation goes along with it, a Sorrow that 1s 
mingled with Comfort, even the preſence of a Sa- 
Viour , and a Sorrow that ſhall end in a fulneſs of 
Joy. Sorrow for fin, as for a neceſſary cauſe of mi- 
ſery, may end in celperation, becauſe it ariſeth from 
love of our (elves : but forrow for fin, as for an un- 
unthankful return of ſo much Love from God, can- 

| not3 
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not 3 becauſe the Love of God is under that Sorrow, 
and the ſpring of thoſe Tears, is a ſpring of Life and 
Comforr. 

3. Contrary to that Good, which we loſe by it: 

1. Our Conformity ro the Mind and Will of God, 
is our Perfe&tion;z and the nearer our Conformity 
comes to his Will, the more perfect 15 our Being. 
Sin, which is a violation of that Will of his, ſpoils and 
diſorders this Conformity; and fo it interrupts that 
inherent Good, which otherwiſe would be in us. 

2. As it deltroys our Conformity to the Will of 
God, and fo ſpoils us of our inherent Good, fo it in- 
terrupts that ” ommunicative Good, that Influence of Life 
and Cimfryt, which we have from God : It removes 
us fo a greater diſtance from him ; it diſplaceth us 
from that Poſition, in which, and by which, the Good- 
neſs of God (ſhould be derived and conveyed to us : 
we are by it out of that Covenant, that Promiſe, 
which God hath made with his Creature : we are by 
it without the comfortable Preſence of God; without 
that Confidence , that we might otherwiſe have in 
him; out of the Aſſurance of his Providence and 
Protection : It makes our Souls in the midſt of all 
Fruition of outward Bleflings, full of doubttul Anxic- 
ties, Fears, arid Uncertainties; in the midit of any ex- 
cernal Trouble without a Refuge . and fo full of De- 
ſpair: As we cannot have Conhidence to go to our 
ofended God by our Prayers, fo it makes him with- 


Graw and hide himſelf from them : a continual diſ-. 


quietneſs and heavineſs of Spirit, mingles and winds 
It (elf into all our thoughts, even in our purſuits of 
diver{tons from it : the ſame alpect, that is berween 
God and us, is between our own Conſcience and us : 
The Light of his Countenance is able to give Life 
and Corafort, and Serenity to the Soul in the midſt 
of all the Lofles and Pains, and Deaths in the World 
Aa 3 and 
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and the want of that Light, makes the moſt happy 
external Condition to be dark and diſconſolate. And 
all chis Good I loſe by a tranſient, unprofitabie Sin; 
a Sin that I might have avoided, and therefore a 
Lots «that I'might have avoided, a Loſs that comes 
not to me by my neceſſity , but by my foolith choice. 
I will therefore {it down and mourn in fecret, for 
_ tzat Comfort and Light, that I have thus fooliſhly 
ſinned away, and meaſure out my forrows and tears 
Proportionable in ſome degree to that Loſs I have 
juſtained, "The time was, when it pleaſed the great 
God, to let his Preſence and the Light of his Coun- 
tenance to ſhine into iny Soul; and when I could 
with Comfort and Confidence upon any occaſion go 
to him . and preſent my wants , my delires, my ac- 
knowledgements unto him 3 and he that fits in Hea- 
ven was pleaſed to accept and entertain them at the 
hands of his Creature : But now that Influence of his, 
 Hath met with a filthy and backſſiding Heart , and is 
weaty of it, and hath withdrawn it (elf, as juſtly it 
may; and my Prayers are laden with my Guilt, and 
cannot get up to him; and he hides himſelf. | have 
regarded Injquity in my Heart, and, as he hath ſaid, 
to I find, he will not hear my Prayers. But though 
he will not hear my Prayers, yet he will not neglect 
my Tears. A broken and contrite beart, O Lord, thoi 
#i;t wet deſpiſe, O Lord, though I bave thus trifled 
away my Peace,and my Comfort, and have deſtroyed 
my ſelf, yet in thee is my help. As I will not relt in 
my Sin, fo neither will I reſt in my Grief, but will 
never give my ſelf, nor thee reſt, till thou haft been 
pleaſed, in the Blood of thy Son, to waſh away my 
Guilt, 2nd reſtore unto me thy Preſence and Peace 
3gain. And when I have recovered this Loſs, I will, 
by tte aſſiſtance of that good Spirit of thine , learn 
Þy :1's my Lin, ro revenge my felf upon my {in 3 f9 
| VALue 
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value the Mercy and Goodneſs of my Creator , that 
hath yet once more intruſted into my hands the Life 
and Comfort, which I had fo lately loſt; to value 
the neceſſity , as well as the Love of my Saviour, 
that hath been pleaſed by a reapplication of his own 
Blood, to wath me again after my late Relapſe; to 
yalue the kindneſs of the Pure and Bleſled Spirit, that, 
though by my ſin I made him weary, and forlake 
that polluted chamber of my Heart, yet is pleaſed 
co return and cleanſe, and take up again that Room, 
from which I had ſo unworthily excluded him: I 
w1ll learn to prite that Peace and Comfort , which 
once I had, and valued not, bur loſt it for an unpro- 
ficable perithing Sin ; I will ſtrive to ſence my Heart 
with renewed Covenants and Reſolutions of more 
watchfulne(s over my ſelf, that I return not again to 
Folly : I will fit down and bleſs the Mercy , Good- 
neſs, Patience . Bounty of God, that hath not left 
me in that Condition, which I could neither endure 
nor remove; and ſtudy to return a Heart and Life in 
ſome mealure anlwerable to ſo great Love and Good- 
neſs. And when I have done all, O Lord Jeſns, let 
that Eternal Covenant between thee and the Father, 
thit thou thouldeſt give Eternal Life to as many as 
he hath given thee, 7ohn 17. 2. that Power and Pro- 
miſe of thine, that none ſhall pluck me out of thy 
hands, fohn Io. 28, that Union with thee, that thou 
art pleaſed to give to as many as believe on thee, 
john 15. 4, 5. that Spirit of thine, which by that Uni- 
on with thee conveys Life and Influence to the 
{malle(t branch in thee, preſerve and ſupport me in 
all my Purpoſes and Reſolutions , in all my Frailties 
and Temptations : For without thee I can do ncthung. 
2. 1n reference to outward Objeits and occaſions of 
Serrow,as loſs of Friends, Wealth, Reputation, Healti), 
Life it telf, have a guard upon this Paflion : 
Aa 4 1. Look 
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I, Look upon them as the Fruits and Effects of 
thy Sin, and lo let them carry thy Grief beyond the 
11mediate object ro the meritorious caule of them, 
'This 1s the ſting of all Afflictions the Plague in thy 
Ferre 1s the Core and Fountain of the Plague of thy 
Externals. And when thou baſt kumbled thy Soul 
beiore thy Cieator, and gotten the Blood of thy 
Saviour to wath thy Conſcience, thy Affliction (hall 
be removed , or thy Soul enabled with clicarfulnels 
and comfort to bear ir. 

2. Labour'|to find out the Voice of the Rod, the 
Mind of thy Creator , for, if thou dinpently obſerve 
It, thicre 15 not a dilpenſation of Divine Providence, 
buc ic biings.a meſlage with it 'to thy Soul. Look 
no thy Heatt, it may be there 1s an accu ted thing 
in the mid{t of thee, 7eſhua 7. 13. and this Affliction 
bids thee beup and removing it; It may be thy Heart 
was |eaning too much upon that very Blelling, where- 
in thoa !indelt thy Crots or Aﬀliction, which robbed 
thy Maker of {me of the Love and Duty thou owelt 
to him; Ic may be, thy Heart was grown dead and 
carclel(s in thy applications to thy Creator, fecure and 
reſting in thy. temporal Enjoyment, and he hath lent 
31s Meſlenger to awake thee: It may be, thou haſt 
had a cull awd heavy Ear, that would not liſten, or 
could not perceive God ſpeaking once, yea twice 
2170 thee n/a (hill voice, 7ob 33. 14. and now he 
21ath {eat an an{fruction with a louder voice : It may 
be, thuu begannett roo much to ſer up thy reſt here, 
to place thy Conhdence in the things of this World, 
fo beovertaken with the delight in them, to over-ex- 
pet tem, and he hath ſent a difappointment into thy 
©.012it!;, a Worm ito thy Gourd , a Moth into 
thy Store, a Canker into thy Bag, a Diſtemper into 
thy Boy, to thei thee the vanity of thy Depenaar- 
Zes ; to make'thee let go thy hold of that, which may. 
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fall upon, and hurt thee, but cannot ſecure thee ; to 
make the look upward 3 to quicken thy Life of Faith 
by ſhaking thy Life of Senſe : It may be, thou wert 
growing .preſumptuous mn the Goodneſs of God, 
Saucy in thy Carriage towards him, infolent rowards 
him, opinionative of thy ſelf : And he hath ſent chis 
ſearching Medicine to fallow and purge thele ditor- 
derly and dangerous Humours : Bat g. anc that upon 
_ all thy ſearch thou findeſt that for a long time, thou 
haſt kept a Watch over thy Heart, that thou haſt 
endeavoured to walk humbly and perfetly before 
God, that thou canſt not find any thing upon the 
moſt faichful ſearch thou can(t make, tliat might be 
the Spring of this affliction ; yet is not thy Labour 
| loſt, the Clearneſs of thy Conſcience will be thy 
{upport in thy Afﬀiction, and make thy Burden the 
eaſter. But yer for all this, know thy Afﬀiction hath 
a Voice till: if it look not backward, yet it looks 
forward z if it: be not a Medicine to cure thee, yer 
it may be an Antidote to preſerve thee, a Cordial 
-to ſtrengthen thee : it bids thee improve thy Pa- 
tience, thy Faith, thy Dependance upon God , thy 
Experience of his Prefence, thy earneſtneſs in Prayer, 
thy negiect of the World, thy Denyal of chy elf. 
Learn therefore, before thou pourelſt out thy ſor- 
row upon any Attiction, to examine thy Heart, to 
ſearch out the meaning of God in it : it will regu- 
Jace thy Grief, and inſtru&t thy mind both how to 
bear it, and how to ule it. | 
3. Beware thou put not on a Reſolution not to 
be grieved or: troubled at all upon any occaſion of 
Grief. The putting on of ſuch a Stoical Refoſution 
is to arm a Mans felf againſt God, to harden the 
Heart not to receive Correction 3 and, as much as 
. in a Mans, to ciſappoint the purpoſe of God : He, 
that pur theſe Faſhions in the Heart of Man, _ 
Bs ſends 


0 ine eh 7 = pens maar *”— wer 4 
- - Vaio aw '4 


- $9 2 > IO WOE ILY AHH 14 7 TOE WY, TS ror rn > 
_ a b " 


362 Of the Knowledge of God, PART II. 


ſends this Meſſenger to ſtir up this Paſſion , though 
thereby he intends a farther End : And for a Man to 
fence his Soul againſt any objec of Sorrow, ſo as not 
to be moved thereby, ſhall be ſure to find either an 
abſolute Ruine, or that God will fo plant his Bar- 
teries againſt that Reſolution, that at length he will 
maſter him, and melt his Soul into a more pliable 
Diſpoſition. 

4. When God ſends an occaſion of Sorrow , en- 
tertain it with an Aﬀection anſ{werable to the Object, 
both in kind and meaſure : Let thy Grief be an 
bumble Grief, not mingled with murmuring or di(- 
content. If thou couldit imagine, thou hadſt not 
deſerved it, yet remember who it is that inflicts it, 
even he that is abſolute Lord of his Creature, and 
owes him not hi: Being. When thou goeſt and 
treadeſf upon a Worm, or a Snail, thou doeſt an 
jury to thy fellow Creature , yet thou paſleſt away 
and takeſt no notice of it : But thy Creator can owe 
thee nothing. | Take ſup that incomparable Reſolu- 
tion and temper of Mind with old E/, 1 Sam. 3. 18. 
It is the Lord, let him do what feemeth him good, And 
this ſame Conſideration, as it will teach thee to 
mingle Humility with thy Grief, ſo it will teach thee 
Patience and Quierneſs in thy Sorrow , becauſe the 
Accalion comes from the hand of a molt Juſt and Wile 
and Merciful God. Impatience under any Affliction, 
ariſeth from the termination of the motion of our 
Sou!s upon the immediate Object : he that knows, 
and tears, and loves his Creator, and fees his hand 
diſpenſing the | Afflictions , will learn Patience and 
Moderaton, though he cannot forget Sorrow and 
Giiet under it. | 
4. Let thy Grief be mcderate in Extent, Meaſure, 


2n4 Duration. | Nothing but fin and the diſpleaſure 
of God can deſerve thy intenſeſt Griet. Learn to put 
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2 true value upon thy Loſs, and meaſure out Sorrow 
anſwerable co it. Conſider, - 

1. Thy Lo is not of thy chiefeſt Good, and there- 
fore deſerveth not thy intenſeſt Sorrow. Thy Peace 
with thy Creator , thy EY Hope, as long as 
they are ſafe , thou haſt enough left ro over-weigh 
the greateſt Loſs thou canſt ſuffer : What are light 
Affictions, and but for a Moment, when put in the 
Balance with an Eternal Weight of Glory? 

2, Conſider, thy Loſs is not of thy own Good. 
Cannot the Almighty lend thee a Blefling, but thou 

| . muſtcallic thine, and deny the abſolute Lord of it, 
\ the Property df it ? Ir is his Corn, and his Wine, 
and his Oyl : and all our Bleſſings are his; and as 

they are his, ſo they are taken away by him. Learn 

to make the Will of chy Lord, the meaſure of thine 

and then though Nature teach thee to grieve, Grace 

will teach thee not to exceed in thy Grief. 
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CHAP. XXIIT. 
Of Watchfulneſs over our Will, Conſcience, 


ana OSprrit. 


ND as thus thou muſt carry a Watch over thy 
Aﬀtections , ſo learn to carry a Watch over 

thy Will: 
1. Learn to. Principle it aright ;, the great Lord, that 


hath pur this power or faculty in the Soul, hath 


cherefore placed it there, that it ſhould have a Con- 
formity to his Will : and when thou croſleſt his 
Will, it is thy fin and Deformity and it will be 
thy Miſery. Learn therefore to make his Will the 
Rule of thine, 

I. n whit thou voft : and herein God hath not 
left thee without a line to guide thee. He hath 
ſhewed thee O man, what to do, and what doth the 
Lord require at thy hands, &-c. he hath giver: thee 
2 Rule, or Law, which is to be the guide of thy 
Obedience : 1.| The Rule of his written Word tradu- 
ced unto thee | by a wonder of Mercy and Provi- 
dence, a word |that is nigh unto thee, Dew. 30. 14, 
2 light that thine: in a dark place. 2. The Rule 
ſecretly conveyed into thy Conſciexce, by the Power 
and Wiſdom of God, Rem. 2. 15. a Law written in 
thy Hearc and | Confcience. 3. The Rule manitelt- 
ed jn the Diſpenlation of Divine Providence, aflert- 
ing and confirming the two former, if exactly ob- 
terved, in the meaſuring out of Rewards and Pu- 
auhments. | 
2, In 
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2. In what thou ſuffereſt ; the great Lord is abſo- 
lute Lord over all his Creatures, and can owe them 
nothing but what he pleateth 3 only ro contirm our 
Faich, and encourage our Obedience. he hath been 
pleaſed to give a Covenant that he will be our God 
if we remain his people ; yet in the Diſpenſation of 
outward things he'hath not abſolutely bound him- 
(elf, though ſuch is his Goodneſs, that even in thoſe 
he obſerves a meaſure of Juſtice, which he doth not 
owe us. Learn therefore to make the Will of thy 
Maker in all things the meaſure of thine. 

2, Obſerve it in the firſk Motions of it, while they 
are green and flexible, and before they be hardened 
ico Reſolutions, and ſo grow Maſterleſs : brin 
them to their Rule, and examine them by it, an 
accordingly entertain or: reject them : Clog them 
with Deliberation, and by that means thou ſhalt be 
able to take off the Violence and Eagerneſs of them, 
and likewiſe the Errours of them : Diſpenſe not 
with thy ſelf in the firſt Motions of thy Will to a- 
ny evil, in Preſumption, that thou ſhalt be able to 
maſter them before they come to ripenels 3 for thou 
{inneſt even in thoſe imperfect iflues of thy Will, 
and indulgence towards them, will make them grow 
hardy and too ſtrong for thy Maſtery : conſider that 
in the firſt Motion of thy Heart, thy Will, which 
1s the Miſtreſs of thy Soul, is the Party againſt whom 
thou mult ſtrive, and thou haſt nothing to reclaim 
the Current of thoſe Motions, but the Grace of God, 
which may juſtly withdraw it ſelf, if 1t finds a Com- 
pliance with that which is her Enemy. 

3. Stablith thy mind in the knowledge of God 
and of his Goodneſs ; and this being laid in the bot- 
tom will keep thy Ship from uncertain, giddy float- 
ing : The knowledge and Senſe' of the chiefe(t 
Good, will carry the chiefeſt Morions of thy afar 
towards 
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towards it, and againſt all that is contrary to it : 
and by this means the Motions of thy Will will be 
certain, ſteddy, uniform, and reguiar : the incliaa- 
tion of thy Will to any. thing elſe will be meafured 
by this, and ſubordinate unto it : if -the Good pro- 
pounded conlift not with the Fruition of thy chiefeſt 
Good, thy Will will reje&t that Good propounded ; 
and if it. conſiſt with it, it will meaſure a Motion of 
the Will towards that Good proportionable to i : 
and the want of the Knowledge or Sence of this 
Good ſends the Motions of thy Will on gadding 
after every Vanity, ſtedfaſt in nothing, willing what 
it hath not, and weary of what it hath, purſuing a 
Burcer-fly or a Glow-worm with the ſame eager- 
nels and intention of Soul, as it would do a tub- 
{tantial and ſatisfactory Good : when thou ſeeſt a 
Child fixing the intention of his mind upon a Rat- 
tle or a Hobby-horſe, more than upon a goodly Man- 
nour, or upon a Feather or a Riband more than vup- 
on a Title of |Honour conjoyned with Power ; and 
when he hath theſe Toys, to be weary of them, and 
purſue ſomething elfe ; thou canſt eafily ſee the 
ground of this Errour in his Valuation to ariſe from 
his Ignorance of the true difference between them ; 
and this unitability in his content in them, doth a- 
rife from the] emptineſs and unulſefu]neſs of them, 
and that diſproportion which he finds in them to his 
expectation 3 his infant reaſon being yet better able 
to value in Fruitioa than in expectation : And yet 
thou doſt-not con(ider that the diſproportion of thoſe 
things, which thy riper Will purſues as Good, as to 
the chiefeſt Good, is infinitely greater than that of the 
molt Childith enjoyment to thole things, wherein che 
moſt and wiſeſt of Men place their chief expecta- 
tion; and that the Errour of the moſt childiſh Judg- 
ment: laid in the Ballance with the Judgment of = 

WIE 


wiſe Menof the World, wants fewer Grains to make 
it equal, than that of the wiſeſt Man in the World 
not having his Soul ballaſted with the Love an 
knowledge of God, laid in the Scales with one, thac 
makes his Creator his chiefeſt hope and expectation. 

Keep a Guard upon thy Con/cience The chief 
work of Conſcience in the Sou] conſiſts in theſe 
things: 1. The reception of ſound practical Princi- 
ples : this is the Foundation of all ics ſubſequent 
working, the Major propoſition : 2. The diſcovery 
of thoſe Actions or purpoſes which are in the Soul : 
3. The comparing of choſe Actions or purpoſes with 
thoſe former practical grounds : 4. The Concluſion or 
Judgmeric upon thoſe Actions and Principles thus 
compared, of Abſolution or Approbation, or of Con- 
 demnation and Rejection : 5. The Motion of the 
Conſcience towards the Soul upon this conviction, 
:iz. Perſwaſjon or Diſluaſion , to or from the A& 
in queſtion; if future ; ſtirring or comforting the Soul 
in reference to the Act, if paſt. Thy Conſcience is 
that Cart by which thou goſt, or ſhouldeſt, Reer 
thy Courſe in this World towards tlie other : and 
therefore it is of higheſt Concernment to have an 
eye upon it : and therefore, 

1. Learn to furniſh it with praical Prizciples of 
Truth and Soundgeſs. Theſe Principles are, for any 
thing chat appears to me, extrinſecal to the Soul, 


the Dicates of the Divine Law and Will conveyed 


into the Conſcience, either by the immediate Re- 
veiation and Demonſtration of God unto the Soul ; 
thus ro Adam in a perfect meaſure, and to thoſe Ho- 
ly men of God, the Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apo- 
{tles; or by the Courſe and way of his Providence, 
either by unwritten Tradition, Rom, 2. 15. and this 
was a more uncertain Diſpenſation , becauſe more 
eaſe ro be corrupted by the Practices and ge 
O 
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of Men, which were fo mingled with it, that it was 
_ very hard to diſcover the Wheat from the Chaft 3 
ſo that it we | ſhould now go to gather up Princi- 
ples for the Conſcience out of the Practices of Men 
Or Nations, or | the Collections of humane Laws or 
Authors, we thould gather up Principles full of un- 
certainty,contrarieties,and inconſiſtencies among them- 
{elves ; and ſuch of them as had any ſound Confor- 
mity to truth were fo general, that ſeveral Men, 
or the {ame Man at ſeveral times, or upon ſeveral 
occaiions, would deduce from them a juſtification of 
contrary Practices 3 as we lee is done among divers 
Men, that admit the ſame general Principles of 
Practice , and | yet upon the {ame Principles their 
Conlciences, when they come to particular Acti- 
on», act quite contrary one to the other : the great 
and merciful God hath : -ahinaads, by a wonderful 
Courte of his Providence, Tonveyed unto us a Col- 
lection of practical Principles made by himſelf, even 
the 7Yord of his Truth, admirably adequated to our 
uſe, efpecially; in ewog things : 1. Of their Truth 
and latallibility, we cannot miſtake them, for they 
are the very edn of the God of Truth, un- 
mingied with the Sophiſtications and Coiruptions of 
Men, Gold ſeven times tryed : 2. Their Particularity 
and Ce:rainty; there 1s fcarce an Action in a Mans 
whole life, but a Man thall find a Rule fitted for 
it : David, that had but a part of 'it, and a ſmall 
and a da:k pirc of it in Compariſon of what we 
have, c.]ls it a Perfect Law converting the Soul, 
2 ture Teitin ny, making wiſe the Simple, Pſal. 19. 
2. a Commaiidivent exceeding all other perfection, 
Pal. 119. gs. tar made him witer than his Enemies 
and Teacher<. | /:i4 98. a Word able to make the Man 
of God pe fect, tiroughly furnithed to all good 
Works, 2 Tim. 3.17. and though the very "or 
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of the Book are full: of adtmirable Tpath and Con- 
viction, intinicely out-Poing all the writings of Men, 
ver there is -more ih it: than this ; even a Promile 
of a Blefling of --it;' tor as many as ſerioully make 
it their ſtudy and! Rule of” Life and Faith, and a 
fulfilling of that Promiſe. the: Son of God tendin 
1115 own 'Spirit-along- witl-ghe ule 'of that Word, 
Life with. the Letrer; into rhe Soul : And this was 
that which:made :this: Eaw of God, though. compri- 
ſed in alittle Vahume), tro! be. ſo. exceeding wide, 
and precious to Dawid, there iwenti along with it, 
and with his Medicago ofi it, a/Spirit of Life and 
Light, that 'thewed hin larger, Dimenſions of ir, 
than cavld. be. found: by:i che bare ſtrengch of his 
natural. Uniteritanding.. 22 7 9 
2. Take lciture upon all thy: Actions and purpo- 
ſes to acquaint thy Conſcience witli them;-thar : {o 
thy Conlcience may" have 'timeito- deliberate; and 
ro compare it withi.ius Prinaple, the Word of God. 
Precipitancy ! and: Haſhineſs ini Actions robs-the\Con- 
ſcience of that employment,\1which: God:hath given 
tO it 3. and 2s it is the Mother of all fin, fo it brings 
2 double inconvenience to..a Man, even from - his 
Conſcience, .viz. 1.: A deaine(s: agd unprofitable+ 
ne(s in the faculty : It-1s:16 kept ufder and out of 
employment, that ic forgets her buſineſs': when it 
iS Jaid aſide and ſeldom-confulted with, it grows 
unexpert and unable to give an 'Anfwer, when ic 
may be we detire it : The dire&tion of Conſcience, 
where it 1s well uſedy is ſeldom without the imme- 
diate direction, of the very Spirit of God 5; and when 
the Guidance of that Spirit is neglected; 1c will nor 
retum to thy afliſtance when thou pleaſeſt : 2, It 
turns that, which would be thy Connfellor,into thy 
Accuſer and Tormentor : thou refuſeſt to give her 
time to do her Othce before TE ION. and one 
ore 
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fore 'it will be bold to take time to do her Office 
aſter : She cannot be admitted to adviſe thee, but ſhe 
will take Liberty co accuſe and ſting thee. 

3. Endeavour ſtill ro keep thy Conſcience tender 


- and ſenſible : Rather deſire to be troubled: with a 


ſeemingly peeyith Conſcience, that will check almoſt 
at any thing, than to be at- quiet with a dull and 


_ ftupid Conſcience, that will. down with any thing : 


Ic may be ic. will be fomewhat troubleſome, bur 
it is ſafe, and thou ſhale find Comfort in forbearing 
of that, which thy tender Conſcience witht thee to 
foregoe, and be able abundantly to fatisfie that trou- 
ble which thou art put to. by thy forbearance : 
The Conſcience of thine Integrity will be more ſa- 
tisfatorv to thee, than the curiofity of thy Con- 
{crence will be troubleſome : And be very prudent 
and curious in thy Diſputations with thy Confcience; 
thou mayſt, before thou art aware, diſpute thy Con- 
{cience into Stupidity, or thy felt into perplexity. 
4. Obferve exactly the Language of thy Con- 
{cience to thy Soul ; for moſt eommonly the Con- 


| ſcience takes part with her Maker: if ſhe perſwade, 


be doing 3 if the diſluade, forbear : He, thar in the 
Fear of God'liftens to the Voice of his Conſcience 
in a thing of it (elf indifferent, yet over ballanced 
from its indifferency by the DiRate of his Con- 
ſcience, performs a work of Obedience to God well 
near as acceptable as he that doth a work of its 
own Nature good 3 for as much as the Life and For- 
mality of any good work confiſts not ſo much in 
the Nature of the thing that is done, as in the rea- 
ſon or ground of the doing it, viz. the Love of 
God : And that man that, having endeavoured to 
Principle his Conſcience aright with the Word of 
truth, doth honeſtly and fincerely follow the die- 
ions of ir, ſhall be ſure not to erre long or dan- 

geroully : 
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gerouſly : God, having placed the Conſcience in 
our Breaſt as his own Vicepgerent, looks upon ſucl1 
2 ſubje&tion to the Conſcience as an Obedience to 
himſelf, and his own Authority, and will in due time 
by his own Power and Spirit inlighten and guide 
ſuch a Conſcience to perform his Office regularly 
and effectually. 

5. As a conſequence of the former, when a que- 
 ſtion ariſeth in thy Conſcience, whether ſuch a thing 
may be ſafely omitted, which thou art ſure may be 
ſafely done 3 or whether (ſuch a thing may be fafely 
done, which thou art ſure may be ſafely forborn ; 
pur not thy ſelf, nor thy Conſcience, upon a Dilpute 
where thou needeſt not ; but be content rather to 
abridge thy ſelf from a Liberty, that may be pro- 
bably lawful, than to put thy {elf upon an Action 
or Omiſſion that may at leaſt be dilputably ſinful ; 
and ſo much the rather becauſe thy Heart 1s deceit- 
fal, and as it loves Liberty, fo it finds out Sophi- 
{try enough to corrupt thy Judgment and thy Con- 
{cience, if thou give way unto it: there is ſcarce the 
egrofleſt ſin, that ever any Man committed, but his 
Heart found our ſome Reaſons to bribe or quiet his 
Conſcience in the Commiſſion of it : Rather ſub- 
mit to the ſtill Voice of thy Conſcience in the re- 
ſtraint even of thy lawful Liberty, though it give 
thee not a Reaſon for it ; than liſten to the reaſonings 
of thy Heart for the allowance of it: Suſpect her, 
for ſhe ſpeaks in her own cauſe, and is partial and 
deceitful. This on the one hand may be a ſafe Rule 
for us touching Stage-Plays, long Hair, Gaming, U- 
ſury, &-c. on the other, touching the ſtrict Obſerva- 

tion of the Lord's Day, ſer times of Prayer, &c. 

- 6. As an incident likewiſe to the former, when 
a queſtion comes in thy Conſcience rouching a thing 
whether to be done or not, and that upon the (cru- 
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tiny of thy Conſcience it ſeems to be equally bal- 
lanced, no Rule to guide thee, no Circumttance that 
thrown into the Scaie can take away the indifferency 
of either {ide, it is a ſafe Rule, chough not always 
necelliry, to forſake that which the inclination of 
thy own natural Apperite moſt prompts thee to: 
The Reaſon is that which 1s before mentioned, rhe 
Heart is apt to magnihe thoſe Arguments that con- 
duce to the execution of that, which ſuits with thy 
ſinful! Appetite, and to leflen and flight thoſe, that 
make againſt ir : So that in a Decition of indiffe- 
rency in ſuch | a competition a Man may in a more 
impartial Judgment conclude the thing to be thete- 
fore not indifferent, but finful, becauſe thy finſu! 
Heart can but bring up what ſhe loves but to an 
equal Bo»llance : thou muſt therefore in ſuch a Cale 
never 10:4 that Gold paſſable, which doth not curn 

the Scale. 
>. As thus in the Directing Operation of thy Con- 
ſcience in things to be done, or not to be done, {0 
in the motion of thy Conſcience after the things don: or 
emitted : Sometimes the Contcience 1s filent before 
the Action, yet the {peaks after, and according to 
that Languzve of thy Contcience, ſo let the affecti- 
on of thy Soul be: If it- approve and juſtifie the 
thing done, ble(s thy - Creator for the Action, and 
bleis thy Creator for thy Conſcience that he 1s plea- 
ſed to give thee a reward within thy ſelf. of thy 
i} Integrity : If thy Conſcience blame thee, though 
a! never {fo little, deſpiſe not, nor negle& this ſecret 
fl Check; it 15 a Meſlage from Heaven that ſummons 

8 thee to theſe Drties : 

[. 1. To Thankfulneſs to God, that is pleaſed not to 
# give thee over to incurable Guile of hardneſs of 
Heart ; that though thou haſt rejected the Admoni- 
tion of thy Lord tent by thy Conſcience before thou 
I. offendeſt, 


CHAP, XXIII. and of our Selves. 373 


offendeſt, yet he doth not give thee over, bnt fol- 
lows thee with the rebuke of thy Conſcience, that 
though the former did not divert thee, the latter 
may reclaim thee : As long as thou haſt a Conſcience 
that can check thee, God hath not given over his 
Care of thee, for it is the Voice of God by thy Con- 
ſcience. 
z. To Hwwiliation and ſorrow of: Heart : This as 
it is the natural and genuine effe& of a'Guilt dil- 
covered, ( unleſs the Heart be given over. to a re- 
probate Senſe ) ſo it is a moſt uſeful effe&, becauſe 
Ic makes the Heart fofr, and tit to receive thoſe im- 
politions, Which will enſue upon ſuch a Sorrow, fit 
wo receive Inſtruction, a proud Heart will not bend, 
nor yield ; fit to take up Reſolutions of amendment ; 
the preſent Senſe of Guilt thews {in to the Soul in 
Its 01wn true Dreſs, it is bitternels in the end; fit to 
unplore a Pardon, and fit to receive it, becaule it 
now knows how truly to value it : And though 
thy greater ſin ae{erve thy greater Sorrow, yet 
_ thy very failings, ſ115 of daily incurſton, Errors in 
Circumttances of Actions, defefts and wants cf. in- 
tention 1 Dutics, do a!] deferve as true Sorrow, 
though not ſo great ; and therefore chernth and en- 
courage thy Conlcience to be vizilant in this, by: 
obſerving her rebukez even concerning thele, and 
et not the reflection 05 theſe paſs withoat as par- 
ticular an Humiliation of thy Soul before God for 
them ; for they are {1ns again{: the Duty and Grati- 
tude thou owelt to thy Creator 3 and it wut 
make thy future Converſatiun more exact. and more 
comfortable ſorrow of Heart for thoſe: Imalier of+ 
fences : as it will make pre{umptuous [ins the mare 
hideous, and the more abhorred, fo it will wafte 
the number and meaſure - of thote ſmaller offences, 
which like ſwarms of flzes cover our daily Actions 
of all kinds. BD . ID 


374 Of the Knowledge of God, PAnT II, 


3. To ſeek out for that , which can only pacife 

thy Conſcience, and remove thy Sorrow, which 
cannot be but by removing the Guilt : And now let 
ty Sou! ſearch the whole Compaſs of Heaven and 
Earth, and whete canſt thou find any thing that can 
remove thy Guilt of the ſmalleſt ſin imaginable, 
but him alone againſt whom thou haſt committed it ? 
and where canſt thou find any means for obtaining 
remiſſion from fins, but by that means which he him- 
{elf hath preſcribed ? and where hath he Inogures 
any ſuch means, but in his Word ? and where in his 
Word, but in his Son 2 Matth. 11. 28. Come wnto me, 
all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give 
,zm reſt, If then I ſtay at home, I find nothing 
within me, but a troubled and chiding Conſcience 
and it will be impoſſible for me to remove this Guilt ; 
] wi}] therefore venture my Soul upon the free Pro- 
mite of God in Chriſt, and with the Lepers in the 
Famine conclude, If he (ave me, I ſhall hve 3 andif 
he kill me, 1 can but ate. 

4. To fall upon thy knees before the great God, and 
to beg for thy Life, and for thy Peace : © O Lord, 
*my {tin hath! brought a Guilt upon my Soul, and 
* that Guilt hach raifed a Storm in my Conſcience, 
bit if thou, who art only offended, and therefore 
*canit only forgive, ſpeak the Word to thy Ser- 
"vant, Fe thoniclean, and to my Conlcitence, Peace be 
* fill, my Guilt, and with it that Tempeſt, that is 
*within me, will be removed : Do it, I befeech 
*rhee for thy T»«th and Promiſe ſake ; thou canſt 
*not oe Remiſton to thy Creature, but thou haſt 
* been pleaſed ro ingage thy (elf to thy Creature 
* upon Reventance to have metcy and forgive; and 
*upon that Promiſe of thine will Ihang , though 
© thou ſeem to rejet me: Do it for thy Mercy ſake 3 
* tho, that haſt commanded me to forgive ad 
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© ther cill ſeventy times ſeven times, if as often le turn 
© and repent, haſt infinitely more Mercy towards thy 
© Creature , than thou requireſt from it : Do it for 
© thy Glories ſake 3 thou haſt ſaid-it is the Glory of 
«* 1 Man to paſs by a Tranſgrefſion, ani{ what can 
© be glorious in thy Creature that hath not a reſem- 
« hlance of thy own mind and Image? nay do it for 
* thy {afro ſake 3 thou haſt been pleaſed to give 
* 2 publick Sacrifice for all our fins againſt thee, 
*even thy Son, by an eternal Covenant with a 
* Proclamation, That whoſoever will, may come and 
* take of the water of Life freely ; and ctliou haſt been 
© pleaſed as it were to depoſite a Pardon in thy Sons 
© hand for as many as come unto thee by him, and 
*to lay upon him that OChaſtiſement of our Peace'; 
* and though T, like a Man, have gone afide, yet thy 

* Gifts are without Repentance 3 Thar fatisfaRtion 

* thereſore, which thou, out of thy abundant Love, 

© wert pleaſed to give unto thy {ſelf, I beſeech thee 

© accept, and. as it will be the Glory of thy Mercy, 
© ſo it will be the Honour of thine own Juſtice 

* for if we confeſs our (ins, thou art Juſt, as well as 

* Faithful, to forgive us our {ins in him that was the 

* price of our Peace. 

Ser a Watch upon :y Spirie : As the Soul is the 
Life of the Body, to the Spirit is the Life of che 
Soul, that active Principle which works by the Will, 
the Aﬀections and Contcience. This appears by the 
frequent Denomination of the Spirit, and by its con- 
tradiſtin&tion to the very Soul, Epheſ. 4. 2 3. Spir 
of the mind, Prov. 18. 14. The Spirit of a Man will 
Suſtain his infirmities ; but a wounded Spirit wha can bear ? 
Prov. 20. 27. The Spirit of a Man is the Candle of 
the Lord, Prov. 16. 2. The Lord weigheth the Spirms, 
Eccl. 7.: 8. The patient in Spirit is better than the proud 
w Spirit, Iaiah 57.15. to revive the Spirit of the hum 
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| ble, 16, The Syjirit ſhonlg fall before me, and the Soul; 
which ] have made. James 14416; The Spirit, that 5s 
mm «us, luieth to bin. Heb,:12, 43. The Spirits of fuſt 
men made perf. 1 'Theſis5} 23," pray God your whole. 
od wit, and Sen, and Body, (XS, \ Heb. +.1 2, drviding 
\ between the Soul and the Spirit, 'Roin. 8. 16. The Spirit 
teareth witneſs with our Sparit._. And hcie we take not 
Spirit phylically, for thoſe Inſtruments, whereby the 
Soul works, but for that Principle of activity, which 
works in-the:Soul : theſe Ni/orders that f1t upon the 
Spirit principally ;are two 
1. In the! Defect ; - Neadnels and Depreſſion in 
the Spiric ; The Spirit is that which only can hold 
: Communion: with God :; he that will worthip him, 
as he muſt worthip him 1n Spirit and Truth, fo with 
His Spirit 3 and without that mingled with thy Pray- 
;Ers they ae dead, and cannot come at him ; and with- 
-out thy Spirit brought to his Word, and to his Or- 
dinances , they cannot come at thy Soul. As the 
\Spitits of chy Blood are thole thar unite ſenſ1ble Ob- 
jects co thy Soul, ſo the Spirit of thy Soul is that 
JPurR.cah only bring home Divine impreſſions ftom 
God to thy Soul, or exprefſtons from thy Soul ac- 
ceptably ry God. Upon ſuch occaſions awake thy 
.Spifit and mingie 1t with thy Services, and ſhake off 
that Dulneſs and Heavinel(s of Spirit : it will make 
thy Prayers unettectual, and thy Services unprofitable. 
..2, Jn the Excels, Elation, and Pride of Spirit : 
And from this | Capital difeale in the Spirit proceed 
tive Others of Envy, the Spirit that is in ns luſteth 
after enty : Tite Spirit of I\evenge, Live 0.5Fs Te 
erm rot Cf wat Spirit you are: The Spirit of Murmur- 
$19 and INitcontent : Jhele are. but the productions 
of the Spiric of Pride, when it meets with any thing 
that croller's it; If it meet with any Pecſon that fen(1- 
vIiy cxceedeth the Perton in whom it 1s in worth, 
; Tu | | E;teccem, 
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eſteem, or - other Acceſſions, then it is turned into 
Envy, and chat Envy into Revenge. And this was 
the very Qriginal of che Devils immediate action 
upon our fiſt Parents z his Pride though ic made him 
lower by his fall, it made him not more humble: 
And from hence arifeth Murmuring and Diſcontent, 
becaule that which befalls him croflech him in his (elf 
opnion of Nis own Merit or Deſert. And from hence 
proceeds the rejection of God, and of his directi- 
ons, from an opinyon of a ſelf-(\ufhciency and ful- 
nels. To cure this Diſtemper and the products 
of it, labour for Poverty and Humility of Spiric up- 
on thele Conſiderations : | 

1. That whatſoever thou haſt of worth or good in 
thee, ic 1s not thy own, it 1s a derived good : the good 
that is moſt thy own, even thy ellential good, is.not 
thy own, thou owelt thy Being to ſomewhat with- 
out thee : But grant it were thine own, yet the 
Comfort, and Life, and Beauty of thy Being were 
nothing without a farther good that is not thy own : 
thy Power, thy Wealth, thy Strength, thy Know- 
ledge, theſe are not in thy Effence, they are deri- 
ved Goods, and ſuch as are not from thy felf : the 
molt exact faculty of thy Soul, is but empty till it 
be filled by an Obje&t without thee ; In thy 
higheſt Fruition thou haſt a juſt occaſion to magnifie 
God, from whom thou haſt ir; not to magnife 
thy felf, that doſt only receive it : Learn therefore 
che Original of chat good , whatever it be, that 
thou enjoyeR, it will make thee thankful and keep 
thee huindle. | 

2. That in thy (elf thou haſt nothing but emprineſs 
and vanity ; Thou had(t a good, it is true, which was 
ſeat thee by the Lord of thy Being, and that we have 
ſhewn was no ccca{ton to exalc thy ſelf, becauſe it was 
not thine 0wn ; bur even that thou haſt loſt novw, and 
thy 
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op - von hath nothing lefe thee whereof to be 
: Proud. 

3. That it is impoſſible for thee to come to en- 
joy that which muſt make thee happy, ill thou arc 
Geeply ſenſible of thy own emptineſs and nothing-. 
nels, and thy Spirit thereby brought down and laid 
in the duſt : As long as thy Soul 1s full of thy Ho- 
'nour, or of thy Wealth, or of the World, or of 
thy own Righteouſneſs, or Worth, there is no room 
for thy Saviour, or his fulnels : wes wilt not re-' 
ceive him, becauſe thou findeſt not any want 3 and 
thou canſt not! receive him, becauſe thou haſt no 
room : And as it indiſpoſeth thee to receive good 
from God; fo it indiſpoſeth ( as I may ſay ) God 
to give it: for thy Pride afſumerh that boch from 
God which is his, and applies it to thy felf, even 
that acknowledgment and Honour, which is a Tri- 
bute wholly and only due ro God : and hence it is 
that he reſiſts the Proud, becauſe they rob him of 
the Duty, that! by all the Laws and Reaſons imma- 
ginable thou oweſt to him. 

4. That the. Grace of God, the Knowledge and 
Senſe of his Love, the Spirit of Chriſt is an hum- 
bling Spirit 3 the more thou haſt of ic, the more it 
will humble thee; and it is a f1gn that either thou 
hait ir nor, or| that it 15 yet over-maſtered by thy 
corruption 3 if thy Heart be ſtill haughty : it thews 
thee thy ſelf in thy true Dreſs, and makes thee 
abhor thy (elf : it thews thee the Purity and Ma- 
jeſty of the great God, with whom thou haſt ro deal, 
and teacherh thee Fear and Honour towards him : it 
ceacheth thee ro live by thy Saviour's Life, to be 
righteous by his Purity, to be ſaved by his Sufferings, 
ro walk by his Rule, and to aim at his Glory : it 
!hews thee that thou haſt all from him, and frames thy 
Heat to return all to him : It reſtores thee Ow 
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Poſition and Conſtitution m which thou waſt made, 
and takes off that diſtemper of Spirit, which at once 
hath put thee below what thou waſt, and yet ex- 
alrech chy fooliſh Spirit above it. 

There was a third Objeft of our Watch propoſed, 
viz. Temptations, Which are either, 1. For Tryal 
2. To Sin; of which fee che Meditations upon the 
Lord's Prayer, AﬀMictions, &c. 
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CHAP. XXIT 


Of the new Life, or Saniification, and the nt- 
ceſſity of 2t. 


ITHERTO we have conſidered the Duty 
L 4 and Means of Mortification, the putting off of 
the Old Man, thoſe Diſtempers and Diſorders of our 
Souls, by which they become unconformable to the 
ray and Mind of God ; the Principle whereof & 
the Spirit and Grace of God given us in Chriſt ; and 
the Means of this work thoſe which we have before 
mentioned : Now we come to conſider of that New 
Life, which follows hereupon moſt neceſlarily : 

1. Becauſe it proceeds moſt neceflarily from the 
fame Principle. As in a natural Man fallen intoſome 
Diſtemper, it is the ſame ſtrength of Nature that 
conquers the Diſeaſe, and it being conquered, main- 
tains the Body in its natural Operations, which is 
Health 3 ſo the ſamevital power of the Spirit of God 
5 that, which overmatchetch thoſe Diſtempers in or 
Soul, which are contrary to our fpiritual Life and 
Motion, and conſerves that Confticution of Health 
in the Soul, by which it moves regularly and _ 
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ding ito the Will of God, which is our New 
Life. 

2, Pecauſe the Motion of thoſe Diſtempers, which 
{it 11 our Soul, dot neceflailly conform our Souls 
to that condition in which we were created. - God 
at fi{t ceated us in a Conformity unto himſclf; 
our tin brought an inpotency upon our Nature, by 
which we contracted all thote Corruptions and D+- 
ſtempers, that have diſordered our Souls, and di- 
verted us from God, when God 1s pleaſed, by the 
power of his own Spirit purchaſed for us by the 
Blood of Chriit, to put mto us a Principle of life 
and ſtrength to work out thoſe Corruptions and Dil- 
oiders of our Souls, there muſt necellarily follow a 
lite conformable to the Will of God, and as there 
iS no AMedinm between Life and Death, fo when this 
Death of our Souls is removed by that Principle of 
Lite, there neceflarily follows a New Lite, and new 
Operations anſwerable to it. 

3. The End of the Motion of thole diſorders of 
the Soul is in order to our New Lite : 1 Pet. 2. 24, 
That we teiiip, dead to fin, ſhould live to Riphteoziſneſs : 
Epnel. 2.10. (rented in Chriſt feſus unto £004 Works, It 
was the end of the Death of Chriſt, 1 ir, 2. 14. the 
Tree that bote wild Figs, and that which bore none, 
were equally curſed. John 15. 2, {Every branch in me 
 crh.et berreth mot fruit, he taketh away. Yo then the 
worl® of Mortihcation an: Sanctihcation difter only 
in their Relations, not In themielves : they are both 
effects of that tame Life, which, by the Spirit of 
Ciiriit and our Union ro lim, 15 wrought in us: 
they both otive to the ſame End, even to our Con: 
formity to our Head, Chriſt Jelus, which 1s our 
Conformicy to the Will of God, wherein coafilts 
te Perfection of every Creature : For this is the Wl 
o God, evcn our Sanfification, 1 Thel. 4. 3. * 
| | The 
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The Honour and Glory of God is, and ought to 
be, «the ſupream End of all ations and things in the 
World. And this is that , which every Creature in 
his right ſtation and condition doth drive at, accord- 
ing to the meaſure and degree -of its natural perfe- 
ion : for as the great End of God in all his acti- 
ons; is his own Glory, ſo every Creature having a 
conformity to the Will of God, is moved by him 
towards that End. And as this 1s the greateſt and 
chiefeſt End of all Creatures and Actions, {o the 
motion towards it, muſt needs be the moit perfect 
operation of the Creature. And as this Truth is 
ſounded in Nature and Reaſon, ſo it is the good 
Plealure of Almighty God to joyn the Perfection 
and Happineſs of the Creature in this Confortaity co 
his Mind'and Will.” When any thing therefore con- 
tinues in an univerſal free ſubjection and ſubſervience 
to.the Will of God , as that very f{ubjettion and ſub- 
ſervience is an Honour to the Lord of his Being, fo 
by that: ſubjeCtion: and ſubſervience, is the Creature 
moved and managed to the Glory of God, even to 
the :ſulfilling'of his Will, and, as a neceflary Con- 
comitant'toit,-to its own PerteCtion and Happineſs. 
Clit, that.was in all things conformable to the 
Mind and Will of God, for he came to do the Will 
of his Father, 'came into this World to bring Ho- 
nour to the great God by his Creature Man, and, as 
1 Concomitant and a neceſlary Conſequent of it, Hap- 
pineſs and Perfe&tion to Man : and to that End, firſt 
he ſers him free from that Guilt and Curſe, which 
he contracted by his Fall; removes from him thoſe 
Fetters of the Power and Reign,of Sin, whereby he 
was diſabled to move conformably to the Wi!l of 
God; puts into him a Spirit of Life, that may en- 
able him to live to God , and be conformable to his 


Will, and move to his Glory : and this 1s his Saxtt:- 
fication, 
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fication. So then next to that great and ultimate 
End of the Glory of God, the Sanctification of the 
Creature , and rendering it conformable to the Will 
_ of God, was the greateſt End of Chriſt's work of 
Redemption, Epheſ. 5. 25, 26, 27. Even as Chriſt all, 
loved the Church, and gave himſelf for it, that he might 
fanttifie and cleanſe it, 8&C. Luke 1. 74. that we being de- 
livered, &C. might ſerve him without fear in Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs , 'Tit. 2. 14. who gave himſelf for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, avd purific unto him- 
ſelf a peculiar people, &c, So that even our Juſtifica- 
cion 1S in order to our Sanctification, and that in 
order to the Glory of God, viz. that his Creature 
might be conformable to his Will, and might active- 
ly move to the Glory of the Creator , wherein con 
iſts his End, and with which is joyned the Creatures 
Happineſs. 
Touching this matter , theſe things are conſiderable, 

1. The Neceſſity of it : 2. The Means, whereby it 
is efteted : 3. The Degrees of it: 4. The Parts or 
Extent of it. 

' 1. That the Sancification of the Heart and Life is 
abſolutely Neteſſary to every Chriſtian, in ſome mea- 
ture anſwerable to his natural Perfe&ion, upon theſe 
Conſfiderations : b 

1. It was the End of the coming of Chriſt into the 

World , and the very End of chy Juſtification. His 
End was not only to remove thy Guile and thy Curle, 
but ro make thee conformable to the Will of thy 
Creator , that thou mayeſt be actively ſubſervient 
unto his Glory, which thou canſt not be, nnleſs th 
Nacure be ages , as well as thy Sin pardoned. 
The great End of the coming of Chriſt, was to bring 
Glory to his Facher.If he only free thee from thy Guilt, 
he brings Mercy to his Creature : but unleſs he cleanſe 
jo ange thy Nature, thou remaineſt uſeleſs to o 
NYIalter. "o 
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2 It is impoſſible, that there can be Juſtification of 
any Man; but that according to the meaſure of his 
natural ability , there will be likewiſe a cleanſing and 
changing of his Nature : becauſe the knowledge and 
belief of the Love of God in Chriſt, cannot be in Heart 
without a return of Love from the Soul again to God. 
The very ſame act of the Spirit and Grace of God, 
which diſcovers and unites the ſenſe of the Love of 

od to thy Soul, doth as naturally cauſe Love in 
thee to God, as the union of the Species to the Glaſs, 
reflects the Reſemblance from the Glaſs again, 2 ob»: 
4.19. We love him, becanſe he loved «s firſt; his was a 
Love of Pity, Compaſhon, a Love of Bounty and 
Goodneſs, a Love that broke through Death and 
greater difficulties than Death, even the uniting of 
the Divinity to our Fleſh; a Love paſſing Know- 
ledge: and thine cannot chuſe but be a Love of Ad- 
miration and Aſtoniſhment, a Love of Thankful- 
neſs and Gratitude. When the Spirit of God works 


| Faith in thee, it worketh by Love, even by pre- 


ſenting the Love of God to thy Soul in as full di- 
menſ1ons as thy Soul can receive it : and when Faith 
is wrought in thy Soul, that worketh again by Love 
to God. If thou haſt not Love to God, thou haſt nor 
Faith in him: and if thou haſt Love to him, thou 
canſt not chuſe but conform thy ſelf ro hisMind and 
his Will, 7ohn 14.25. JIf a man love me , he will keep 
my words, And for this cauſe the Apoſtle makes it 
not only an inconſiſtency, but a kind of impoſſibilicy 
for one juſtified, to continue in ſin, Kow. 6. 2. How 
ſhall we , that are dead to fin, live any longer therein ? 
1 John 3. 9. he carer ſin , becauſe he is burn of God: In 
every a&t of known fin, that thou commitrteſt , and 
every omiſſion of every known good , that thou neg- 
lecteſt, there is an actual internnfſion or ſuppreſſion 
of the a of Faith, and of chy Love to God. 
3. Ic 
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3. It 1s a neceſlary conſequent of our Union with 
Chriſ?, There is, as hath been thewed, a double aR, 
whereby our Union with Chrilt is wrought 3 on our 
part, an act of Faith to apprehend him on his part, 
an act of his Spirit, whereby he apprehends us, 
Philip. 3. 1, 2. and this Union 1s ſo ſtrict, that it is re- 
ſembled to thoſe things, that-have the ſtricteſt Uni- 
on; the Vine and the Branches, fob» 15. 1, 2. Row, 
I1.18, Meinbers of his Body, of his Fleſh, and of 
his Bones, Epheſ. 5. 30. and as in the virtue of this 
Union we partake of all theſe Priviledges, which 
were in him, his Satisfa&tion, his Righteouſneſs, Ins | 
Sonthip, his Interceflion, his Reſurrection 3 lo like- 
wife of his Spirit, as there is one Body, ſo there is 
ong Spirit, Epheſ. 4. 4. If any man have not the Spirit 
of Chriſt, he 1s none of hs, Rom. 8. 9. Ic is his in Ef- 
ſence, it 1s ours in Operation and Influence: ſo that 
the inward Lite of a Chriſtian is not his own, bur 
he lives by the Life. that 1s, that living Spirit of the 
Son of God. Now as that Spirit or Life, that is in 
the Root , when it paſſeth into the Branch , makes 

_ the Branch conformable in Nature and Fruit unto 
the Root : So the Spirit. of Chriſt transfuſed ito 
a Chriſtian , doth conform his Nature and Opera- 
tions unto Chriſt ; for that was the great End of 
God in ſending his Son into the World , who was 
in all things conformable unto him, that we ſhould 
be conformable to the Image of his Son , Rom. 8. 29. 

| And thus that impreſhon of the Image of God, which 
was lolit in Adam, 1s re-imprinted by him , that was 
the expreſs Image of his Father, by the ſecret tran(- 
miſſion of his own pure and operative Spirit into all 
| thoſe, that are united unto him: and thereby the Will 
| of God is fulfilled. Be ye holy, for I ans holy,1 Per. I. 16. 
4. It is neceſlary as a Preparation or Pre-diſpoti- 
tion of the Soul, to rhat everlaſting condition of Bleſ- 
| ſednels, 
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ſedneſs, which it expe in Heaven: the place a 
holy place , Heb. 10. 19. an immortal and undefiled 
Inhericance, 1 Per. 1. 4. where nothing that defileth 
can enter, Rev, 21, 27, The company, an holy com- 
pany 3 the company of pure Angels, and the Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect, Heb. 12. 22, 23. The Bus 
ſineſs, a pure and holy Eniployment, Rev: 19. 2, &c. 
The Preſence a glorious and holy Preſence, the 
Preſence of that God, that cannot behold any un- 
clean thing, whoſe Name is How the Preſence of 
our Mediator, who is holy, harmtefs, ſeparate from 


ſinners, Heb. 7. 26. And what congruity can ſuch a 
Soul have to. ſuch a Hope , who ſpends his whole 
Life in a way quite contrary unto it? He therefore, 
that hath chis Hope, purifieth himſelf, even as he is 
pure, I 7ohn 3.3. And ſrrice all theſe t- ings ſhall be diſſalved, 
what manner of perſons oupht ye to be in all holineſs and 
godly converſation * Couldeſt chou carry thy ſinful and 


impure Heart into Heaven with thee , yet chou could- 
eſt not ſee God , which is the Heaven of Heaven, 
Matth. 5. '. the pure in Heart ſhall (ee God, Mes. 12, 
14. Follow peace with all men, and helineſs, withomt which, 
no man ſhall ſee the Lord, 
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Of the Ales of Santification, and 1. On God's 
' part, his Word, and his Spirit. 


2. H E AMe.ms wheteby this is effected, are either 
properly on God's part, or on ours. 

On God's part , his Word and his Spirit. 1. The 
Irord of God :| He, having to deal with Creatures, 
which he hath endued with Senſe and underſtanding, 
hach been pleaſed in his Wiſdom and Providence to 
preſerve and; deliver unto us his written Word, 
whereby the Truths therein contained, may be united 
to our Underſtanding. And this Word, as it con- 
tains the holy Counſels of the holy God, ſo the 
Truths therein contained, do naturally rend to out 
SanRifcation, though of it ſelf, as a bare Moral 
Cauſe, it be not ſufficient to effect it, in reſpect of 
our indifpoſttion and deadneſs, which muſt have 
Spirit of Life to quicken us , and make that Word 
operative upon us. Now 1n reſpect of the mngnon 
of this Word to our Sanctification, and in as muc 
as God is pleated by it, to work this work 1n us, 
therefore often our Sanctification 1s attributed at 
leaſt inſtrumentally to it , ob» 17. 17. Sanftifie them 
through thy trath : thy word is truth, Pſal. 19. 7. the law 
of the Lord is perfef, converiing the ſoul, John 15. 3. Now 
are ye clean through the word that I have ſpoken, All 
which-rend to no more than this , that this Word of 
God contains thoſe Truchs in it, which , being truly 
known and believed, do conform the Soul to the 
Will of God, that Image , which he firſt caſt, con- 


liſting in Righteouſneſs and true Holinels. 
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Now the general Truths, which cljig. Book exhi- 
bits to us, tending to this end, are;principally two: 

1, It diſcovers what that will of God conceraing 
Man is: and this it doth two ways 5 4 By Precepts 
of moſt excellett and found Juſtice and Reaſon, 
which are nothing elſe, but che Reperitions: of that 
Law , which was at firſt in otr Nawte : 2. By 
Examples, elpecially that Examyle of-ofir; Saviour's, 
who was the Image of the invilibls God,+Celoſe 1: 15: 
and therefore in our imitation of him, . we re-aflume 
that imprefſion of God's Image , which we once loſt. 
Now Chriſt's Life, as it was a Meritorzqus Righte- 
oulſneſs , fo it was an Exemplary..:Righteouinels, 
Alatth, 11, 29, Learn of me, for 1 am theek;y, John 13, 
15. For 1 have given you an Example , that ye ſhould do 
as I have done, Ephel. 4, 13. the Meature of his ſta- 
te, Philip. 2. 5. the mind of Chriſt, -\-*+ 

2, Ic diſcovers a great deal of; convincing Reaſon, 
why we ſhould conform-to thns Will of God : 1. In 
reſpect of the Commatids themſelves, - it (hews their 
Righteouſnels , Juſtice and PerfeRion-; and that in 
our conformity to, thent conliſts out. - Perfection. 
2, In refpect of God, that commands thetn :/1. lc 1s 
he requires it, that,1$ the :Author-and Lord of thy 
Being , and thou cahſt-not chule, but infinitely owe 
what he requires : 2.. It 1s herequires.it, that will not, 
cannot be mocked  -he' is- inhinjtely able to avenge 
the rebellion of his Creature: 3. It is he commands it, 
that Iaath been a Bountitul » Merciful God unto thee, 
that when thou haſt incurred his Curſe , hath provi- 
ded a Sacrifice to expiate itz when thou haſt diſabled 
thy ſelf to obey , provides a Spirit of his own to aſ- 
{iſt thee 3 that whea . thou falle(t, pities, pardons, and 
reſtores thee, and though he owes it not to thee, re- 
wards his own Grace and work in thee with an im- 
mo:tal Glory to tixe. And what natural ingenuity | 
CGE Ca 
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can chuſe but ingage to the uttermoſt expreſſion of 
his thankfulneſs to ſuch a God by a moſt advantageoyg 
Obedience? 3. In relpe of thy ſelf, if thou diſobey, 
the loſs is thy own; if thou obey, the benefit is thine, 
Dent, 30.15, For I have ſet before thee Life and Good, 
ard Death and Evil, And herein among divers others, 
is the Excellency of the Word of God; as it containg 
Precepts of moſt ſingular Purity, and evidencing 
their own Perfection; fo it inforceth the Obedience 
upon Reaſons of greater ſtrength and more powerſu] 
Perſwaſions,| than all the Writings of Men ever did 
or could : by annexing Rewards and Punithments of 
a higher conſticution , than the divineſt Philoſophers 
ever thought of. | 
2. The Spirit of God: Hence this work is attributed 
to the Spirit of God, 1 Per, 1. 2. Through Santlifica- 
tion of the Spirit unto Obedience : and this principally 
theſe three ways: 1. In preparing and diſpoſing the 
Heart: 2. In accompanying and coming in with the 
Word: 3. In following that Work with a continual 
aſſiſtance of dirsRion and ſtrength. 

1. Asto the firſt, viz, the Preparation of the Heart; 
Since the defacing of the Image of God in the Soul, 
our Hearts, like the firit Creation, are without form 
and void, and darkneſs is upon the face of it, till the 
Spirit of God move upon the face of theſe Waters, 
Ger, 1.2. a Heart filled with evil thoughts, and that 
continually ,| Ger. 6, 5. till this Spiric ſtrive with it, 
Gen, 6, 3. a Heart dammed and blocked up with 
Luits, and Earth , and Diſorders, fo that there is no 
ITY E: ls for Chriſt, cill the ric of God Open It, Alt 
30.14. 21 obſtinate, and a hard Heart, an iron ſinew, 
ard 4 bow | of brafs, 1a. 48. 4. till the Spirit of the 
| o: :41:*:: 11; and a Heart full of madneſs, Ecclef. 9. 
-. 11! 1115 £11) Sprite be chaſed away, and the Heart 
1110724 {y U1i2 Spirit of God. There gy 
| 2 
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2 ſecret diſpoſition ad calming of Heart before, 
whereby ſome external a of the Providence of God, 
which is prepared and ficred for that occaſion, ſtrikes 
effectually upon the Heart, and works upon it, whe- 
ther it be an Affliction, or a Bleſſing, or a Deliverance, 
or a Word of God. Thus when Nathaniel was un- 
der the Fig tree , Chriſt ſaw him, and prepared his 
Heart to entertain the call of Philip, fob 1. 48. 

2. The concomitant act of the Spirit of God, eſpe- 
cially with the Word of God, and ſome other extraordinary 
2s of his Providence. And herein it hath a dexb/e 
work: 1, Of Strexgth to drive on this Word: and 
hence it is called the Sword of the Spirit. The Spi- 
rit of God is that Arm that manageth this Sword, 
Epheſ. 6.17. To the dividing aſunder of Soul and Spirit, 
Heb. 4. 12. When thou ſeeſt cherefore a tumultuous, 
diſorderly Heart, filled wich Pride and obſtinacy, yer 


brought upon his Knees by a C— weak Ad- 


monition, Reproof, or other paſlage of the Word of 
God, wonder not at the change; for the powerful 
and mighty Arm of the Spirit of God hath ſhaken 
this little dart between the joynts of his harneſs, even 
into the midſt of his Soul. hat ailed thee, O thou Sea, 
that thou fleddeft ? &&c. Tremble thou Earth at the preſence 
of the Lord, at the preſence of the God of 7acob, Plal. 114. 
5. 2, Of Life to go along with it into the Spiric of a 


Man, Jobn 6.63. The words that I ſpeak. unto you, they are 


Spirit, and they are Life. The paſſage between the Senſe 
and the Spirit of a Man is of a great diſtance, and 
full of many turnings: and hence the words of Men, 
for the moſt on: die and loſe their efficacy before 
they come at the Spirit of a Man; ſometimes they die 
in the Ear, ſometimes they ger into the Brain, and 
die there in a Speculation, fomerimes they ſtrike a 
little, but yer live not long there, for the words have 
no Life in them: But with this Word there goes a 

GCC '3 | Life, 
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Counſellor, a ſecret voice behind thee, ſaying, Tm 
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Life, which goes Jlong with it, even to the utter. 
moſt corner \fo thy Soul, even thy Spirit, and there it 
continues alive, I fobn 3.9. His ſerd yemaineth 1n hin, 
ard he cannot ff : and hence it 18, that the C ommands 
of God, eyen|to us that are dead, are not incongru- 
ous , when God pleafeth that his Work hall” be 
wrought in the Heart, for a Spirit of Life goes along 
with the Command, even to the pererralia anime, 
foha $, 425. The time is that the dead ſhall hear ihe vice 
of the Son of Gid, ard they that hear ſhall live. And as 
thvs the Spirit of God carries the Word of God 
with Life and Vigour into rhe choiceſt parts of the 
Soul; ſo dot!1 it with all other Diſpenſations of Dj- 
vine Provi ence : _ chou haſt an outward Blefting 
given thee . It wil along with the Senſe of thy Blet- 
jing cry m rhe Senſe of the Gooanels of God, and 
ceacly thee Thanktfulneſs and Moderation : If an Af. 
dition, it will get along into thy Soul with that 
Affifion, and tezch thee to examine thy ſelf, and 
ro ſearch and try thy ways, and having diſcovered 
thy fin, ir will teac|\ thee Humiliation "and *Repen- 
Lance and if upon t thy {earch thou find thine Inte- 

I11fY, yer if will ceach thee Humility > Thankfulnels, 
Conte ecnefs, Dependance upon God : it will with 
every Di Deni{ath "1 of Providence go along with it 
mo thy Soul, aid carry that meſtige with it, that 
God by tins his Ditpenſation intends #0 fend thee. 
And thus it i5 a Sanctifying Spirit by way of conco- 
Mita: ce with the Word and Providence. 

The Spiric of God fanctihes the Heart by its 
ann immediate and Continual Af, ſtance : It contelts 
with thy daily Temptations , that are from w ithout, 
and conquers them 3; and with thy hourly Corrupti- 
ONS, that are within thee , and waſts and ſubdues 
them : In re midlt of thy Difficulties, it will be thy 


i 


:Cn ap. XXV. and of our Seluves. * 301 


i; the way, walk in it : In the midſt of thy Tempra- 
tions, it will be thy Strength , and a Grace ſufficient 
for thee : In che midſt of thy Troubles, 'jc will be thy 
Light and thy Comfort : In the midſt of chy Cor- 
ruptions, it will be chy Cleanſer, a Spirit of burn- 
ing to conſume thoſe {warms of Luſts, that cover 
and fill thy Heart : In thy Failings and Falls, it will 
be thy Remembrancer, and teach thee to repent and 
bumble thy felf. This was that Monitor, that fur- 
nithed 7o/cph with an anſwer to a moſt importunate 
and advantagenus 'Temptation : How {hall I as this 
great wickedneſs, aud oy againſt Gea? Gen, 39. 9. that 
- furniſhed ob with fitencing Anfwers' to all” thoſe 
cemptations to Inſolence , Pride, Self-confidence, and 
Injuſtice, Job 9, 1. that aſter David's Sin fmote Davids 
Hearr, before Davia's Heart {more him , and taughc 
him Confeſſion and Sorrow, and to heg a Pardon, 
2 $4m, 24, 10, Only beware thou negleR not the 
Voice of this Spirit of God : It may be, rhy negle& 
may quench it, and rhou'mayelt never hear-that 
Voice more : or at leaſt, it will certainly grieve it 3 
and canſt thou think of grieving thar Spiric withouc 

a Tear , which is content to defcend into thy impure, 
polluted Heart, to make it a Keart fitted fpr Chev? 
Thy folly is great, and thy ingratifyde' greater : 
When God ſpeaks once, and twice, and Man per- 
ceives him not, /« 33: 14. it fometimes falls out that 
he never ſpeaks to that Man more. Ephraim #s ſet 
upon Idols , let him alone, Hef. 4. 17. and that is the 
{addeſt Condition in the World : bat if he do , his 
Mercy will be a ſevere Mercy, he will ſpeak iouder, 
746 33. 22, when the ſtill Voice is nor heard, his Soul 
draweth near to the grave, and his Life to the de- 
{troyers. The obſervation of the fecrer Admonition 
and Reafonings of the Spirit of God in the Heart, as it 
|} 1s an effectual means, fo it is a ca!m and a comfortable 
Cc 4 _ means 
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means to cleanſe and fanctifie thy Heart : and the 
nveiti attended unto, the more it will be conyer 
ſant with thy Soul for chy Inſtruction, Strength, and 
Comſort, Prov. 6. 22. When thox goeſt, it ſhall lead thee, 
when Yhow ſleepeſt, it ſhall keep thee, and when thou awakeſt, 
it ſhall talk with thee, 
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d 8 


viz. Faith, Love, Fear, Hope. 
N owr part, the Inſtruments of oyr Sanctificati- 
on, are thoſe ſupernatural acts or habirs of the 
Soul , wrought þy the finger of God , Faith, Hope, 
and Love. | = 
' 1. Faith, Acts 15. 9. God alfo purifying their Hearty 
& Faith. And this it doth as it 1» an Act receiving into 
the Soul the Word of God, and ſublcribing to the 
Truth and Goodneſs of it; receving it not as the 
wo'd of Man, but as the Word of the juſt and tive 


1, It therejn finds and beljeves the great Debt of 
Duty chat the Creature owes to his Creator. What 
can be unjult for God to require of that Being, which 
he gaye and made? As the Gift of a Being is an inh- 
nice Gift, becauſe jr is an infinite Motion, there being 
no great-r diſproportion imaginable, than bery een not 
being an bets: ſo the engagement of Obedience 
and' Conformity from that *Creature , to the Will 
and ggod Pleaſure of its Author,is jnfinite and bound- 
leſs by all F Faſt mo bR {| 
" 'p. Faich doth find in that Word a farther ingage- 
meat of Conformity and Obedience, if a farther may 
| bl 
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be, in that it finds the immenſe overflowing Love 
of God to Man: Ic is that Love, thar did at firſt fur- 
niſh him with thoſe Excellencies of his Natare, with 
chat greater excellency, his image and Superſcripti- 
on: It is that Love, that op his temporal be. 
ing, and bleſſeth it; It is chat love that, when he 
was loſt, ſent a Sacrifice, and a Righteoulſnels for him, 
whereby he is not only pardoned from his Guile 
and Curſe, but reſtored co Glory and immortality. 
And this ic doth truly and really believe, and is 
thereby convinced that there is a greater obligation, 
than that of his Nature, to live conformable to the 
Will and Mind of ſo unſpeakable a Benefactor. 
3. Faith doth find in tlus Word of God his Mind 
and Will, and believes it to be that very Rule, the 
confo;mity whereunto is well pleaſing and accepta- 
ble ro Gud, Mic. 6. 8. and what doth the Lord thy 
God require .of thee, but to do juſtly, to love mere, 
| and to walk, humbly with thy Ged? It looks upon every 
Admonicion, Exhortation, Reprehenſion, and Dire- 
Ftion, as the very inimediate Meſlage of God unto 
the Soul, and entertains it with the ſame awe and 
reverence as if it were audibly delivered in Thun« 
der, and trembles at it : and therefore it receives it 
inthe power and Life of it, and in the utcermoſt com- 
paſs and extent of it: it will not take this'part as 
moſt conſonant to thy Temper, Condition, Deſigns, 
Conſtiturion or Ends, and reje6t another part where 
it crofſeth them, becauſe it is equally the Will and 
Command of the great God, and fo received. _ 
Faith finds in this Word, the ReKtitude, Juſtice, 
and Regylarity of the WIIl of God concerning Man : 
they are not only juſt as proceeding from him,' to 
whom his Creature owes an infinite Qbedience, as 
was the Command to Adam for forbearing the for- 
bidden Frujt, or 19 Abrakem to ſacrifice his = $ 
ut 
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but Faich finds in theſe Commands a natural Juſtice, 
and Reaſonableneſs, and Perfe&tion, and concludes 
with David, Pſal. 19. That his Statutes are right, and hi 
Commands pure, {uch 2s include in themſelves a natu- 
ral and abſolute Beauty, and ſuch as confer upon 
the Creature a Perfe&tion , and Happineſs, ſuch as 
are exactlv conformable to thy Narure, were thy Na- 
ture conformable to it ſelf : for as the Rule or Law, 
chat God hath given to every Creature, is that where- 
in conlifts its Beauty, Prelervation and Perfection, ac- 
cording to the degree wherein 1t 1s placed, and there- 
fore every Creature Jabours according to its own Na- 
cure to continue in that Ruie,and when it miſleth it, it 
contracts Deformity and Corruption ; fo the Divine 
Law or Command of God given to Man is that 
wherein contiits his Perfection, as being a Rule moſt 
exatly conformable to the reafonable Nature of 
Man : fin hath deformed and blinded us that we can- 
not now ſee that Perfe&tion and Excellency, that is 
1n our Conformity to his Will, and hach perverted 
and corrupted us, thit as we are in this corrupted 
condition we cannot detire it 5 but when God is 
plealed to anoint our eyes with the Eye-falve of 


F2tth, and pretetts this Glais, this image of Tis mind 
1n his Word ent that Eyes Faith again diſcerns, 2nd 


cifcernins cannot chute but defire that Beauty, Per- 
fection, and Recftimuce, which 15 there aiſcovered in 
the Commands of Goa, and the conformuty of tive 
You! to the lame. 

- Faith doth | find in that Word, and finding 1t 
corh moſt atlurealy believe the Prefence of the Glo- 
710us and infinite God 1n every place, even in the 
darkeſt and moſt remote Corners and Chambers of 
tie Heart, ſearching , weighing, and aifcerning the 
Spirit, every. thought of the Heart, every word of 
ue Loncue, every action of the Life, and EE 
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them exactly with. the Rule, that he hath given: 
and this keeps the Heart in a continual awe of the 
Preſence of God, purgeth out all Hypocrifie, ers 
2 continual Watch upon the whole Man, lays # 
Bridle upon the very thoughts, and brings them in- 
to ſubjection to this Rule; becauſe that clear and 
pure, and ſevere eye of the Great and Infinite God 
ſearcheth the moſt retired thoughts of the Heart, 
and obſerves what conformity they hold witl1 his 
moſt Juſt and Reaſonable Command. 

6. Faith tinds in this Word of God, and doth more 
really and practically believe,that thatgreat God, which 
 hathgiven us his Will, and is a witnets to the Obedi- 
ence and Difobedience of it, hath moſt certainly an- 
nexed an evetlaſting Curſe to the Diſobedience of 
it, ſo 1t hath moſt certainly annexed an everlaſting 
Glory to the Obectence thereunto, not as the merit of 
it; but as the free and bountiful gift of his Goodnely 
and Mercy in Jeſns Chriſt : And it tinds and believes 
che Truth, and Faithfulneſs, and Glory, and Power, 
of the Infinite God there engaged for the perfor- 
mance of it : and therefore it binds the Heart to rhe 
Obedience of .this Will of God, and Conformity un- 
tits which is our Santihcation. Thus the word 
mingled with Faith cleanferh and {anctifeth, and per- 
f-cterl, and puritieth the Heart and Life. And as 
thus in Man God uteth this tn{(trument on Mans pare 
to {anRihe his Creature, and make lim conforma- 
ble ro himſelf; ſo Secondarily upon this A of Faith 
upon the Ward of God, as its Qbjett, the Heart 1s 
likewiſe cleanſed by Fear, Hope, and Love, by way 
of emanation from this Act of Faith, 

Love, Fear,and Hope are thoſe feveral Motions or 
Aﬀections of the Soul, that ariſe from the ſame 
Act of Faith, cnly as Faith: is diverſihed according 
£0 thoſe different Objects apprehended by Faith, or 

| accorcing 
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according to the different Notions, Relations or AQi- 
ons of the ſame Object, as for inſtance, God appre- 
hended in his Goodne(s, Love and Bounty, moves 
our Love towards him as apprehended in his Glory, 
Majeſty, Power, and J uſtice, excites Fear $ 4S appre- 
hended in his Faichfulneſs, Truth, and Promiſes, be- 
gets Hope : and each of theſe Aﬀections thus dire&- 
ed, do habituate and diſpoſe the Soul and Life to a 
religious frame and Conſtitution, which is our San- 
Ctification, as will appear in theſe partfculars : 

1. The Love of God: this is that true Principle of 
all crue Obedience; where it 1s not, the Obedience is 
a dead and ane nga Obediencez for God thar 
!S 2 Spirit,and will be worthipped in Spirit and Truth, 
will be obeyed likewiſe in Spirit and Truth ; and the 
outward Conformity without this 1s but a dead O- 
bedience and Hypocriſtez and where it is it will work 
a Conformity of the Heart and Life ro the mind of 
God, upon which it is pitched, and therefore it is 
called the Firſt and Great Commandment, Aarrh, 
22. 51, the fulfilling of the Law, becauſe when it is 
once wrought in the Heart, whatſoever it can diſfco- 
ver to be agreeable to the Will of him that ſhe loves, 
ie witÞ molt ſincerely and intirely obey : John 14. 
15. 24. If ye love me keep my Commanaments : he that 
loveth me 1.0t, keepet not my Sayings, Now our Love 
to God ariſeth upon two Grounds : 1. From a Senſe 
of the Perfection and Beauty, and Purity, and Ex- 
cellency that is in him : and in this reſpect our Love 
to him cannot chuſe but move the Heart to defire to 
be like unto him, as far forth, as is, or can becom- 
municable to our Nature and Condition ; for what- 
ſoever I love in another, that is communicable unto 
me; I cannor chulſe but defire to be in my ſelf, « Per. 
2. Be ye holy, for I am holy, and this Love of that Good- 


nefs that is in God, doth bring the Heart er ro 
| m, 
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him, for Love is a Motion unto Union; and as we 
come nearer to that Purity of his, it doth in ſome 
meaſure aſſimilate the Soul unto himſelf, becauſe 
his Goodneſs and Brightneſs is an affimilating, active, 
communicative Goodneſs, and from this nearnelſs to 
him doth grow much of our Holineſs here, and all our 
Happineſs hereafter, 1 John 3. 2. Ye ſhall b- like him, 
for we ſhall ſee him as he ir, 2 Cor. 3. 18, But we with 
open Face beholding as in a Glaſs, the Glory *of the Lord, 
are changed into the ſame Image, from Glory to Glory, Our 
Love to God works in the Soul adelire of Union 
with him, and likeneſs to him. which is a kind of 
Union : and that approximation to him doth derive 
from him an imprefiton of his own Nature, and like- 
neſs unto him. | 
2. The ground of our Love to God is the Senſe 
of that Love, that he hath ſhewen to us, 1 John. 4. 19. 
We love him becauſe he loved us firſt, and this is a Love 
of Gratitude, or Thankfulneſs ariſing from the full 
Senſe of the undeſerved and wonderful Love of God, 
to his unworthy Creature revealed and diſpenſed in 
Jeſus Chriſt : and this cannot chuſe bur put the Soul 
into ſuch kind of thoughts and purpoſes as theſe: 
* 0 Lord, at firſt, I received my Being from thee 5 
*and when [I had forfeited my Being and my Bleſled- 
*neſs to thee, thou waſt patient towards me, and did(t 
©not take that forfeiture, which thou juſtly mighteſt : 
* thou waſt merciful ro me, and did(t picty and for- 
*give me; and when I was in my Blood thou faidſt 
* unto me, Live: thou was bountiful unto, and did(t 
*not only Pon me, bur reſtore me to that Bleſſed- 
* neſs which I unthankfully loſt : and thus thou did(t 
* without my ſeeking, even when I was Senſele(s, 
*and knew not my own Miſery, when I was obſti- 
* nate and would not have it : and this thong didft, 
*not by an ordinary means, bur thy Love = 
*tfen 


398 Of tbe Kyonledge of God, PART II, 


| ſend the Son of thy love to become my Sacrifice 
. and my Righteouſneſs; and canſt chou require any 
_ thing of me, that can bear any proportion to fo 
- great Love ? If thou thouldeſt cali for that Being a- 
- gain, which thou haſt thus freely given me, I thould 
- but return unto chee, that which 1s thine own : 
. But after all this, what dbſt thou require of nie 
- but ro do juſtly, and love Mercy , to walk hum- 
_ bly with my God ? Such a Service wherein con- 
_lilts my own Happineſs and Perfection, a confor- 
mity unto thy Beauty and Purity : It che Service, that 
* thou ſhouldeſt have enjoyned me, had been a Ser- 
vice mingled wich my own Dithonour., Shame, 
_ * Miſery, Ruin, thy Love to me had deferved and 
commanded this from me how much more when 
* all thou requireſt from my Leprous Soul is bur, 
* Walſh and be-clean ? I will bleſs thy Name for that 
* Love, which thou ſheweſt to me in my Redemp- 
* tion from {ſo great a Death 3 and I will bteſs thy 
* Natne, that thou art pleaſed to injoyn thy Crea- 
*ture ſuch a Service, wherein confiſts his Beauty 
* and Perfection, a reaſonable Service; and that 
* thou art pleated to accept thar, as a Tribute unto 
* thee, which inricheth thy Creature by paying ir, 
© even our Conformity to thy moſt Righteous and 
* Holy Will : and I will endeavour in the whole 
* Courſe of my | Life, in the whole frame and tem- 
*per of my Soul, to expreſs my Thankfulneſs to 
* thee in the watchful , univerſal, diligent, and fin- 
*cere Conformity unto that will of thine; and blel- 
* ſed be thy Name that haſt given thy pour Crea- 
* ture an opportunity of exprefiing his Senfe of thy 
' ©Lovenn to realonabie a Service. 8; 
2. Fexr of God likewiſe cleanſeth the Hear, 
Pal. 19. 9. The | fear of God 5s clean, Prov, 8. 13. 
The fear of the Lord is to hate evil, Prov. 15.16. 
| B 
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By the fear of the Lord Men depart from evil, And this 
was ?oſeph's fence againſt Temptations of all kinds. 
Gen. 39. 9, How ſhall I ao this om wickedneſs and ſin 
aeinſt the Lord : and his higheſt ſecurity to his Brethren 
of keeping his Promiſe, Gen 42.18, This do and lvoe, 
for 1 fear God, Now this fear. of God is wrought 
upon the precedent Act of Faith in a double Re- 
lation : 1. As it preſents God unto the Soul-in his 
Purity, Majeſty, Power, Juſtice, and Preſence even 
in the innermoſt and darkeſt Chambers of our 
Hearts. And this Conſideration becomes even the 
exacteſt Chriſtian' always to have about him : for 
all the ſtrongeſt ingagements even upon every Aﬀe- 
ction are too little, God knows, to fence and ward 
the Soul againſt the Corruptions within it, and the 
Temptations without it. . And: this Conlideration 
will moſt oppottunely beſpeak © the Soul in this 
manner : © Conſider what thou art doing : thou art 
* now going about to purpole or do that which thy 
* Creator ' forbids: thee 3 and thou _-art in the Pre- 
* tence of that God, before , whom a!l things are 
*naked and manifeſt, Heh. #. 13. whole eyes are 
* upon all the ways of Man, -and-he ſeeth all his 
* gorngs,. 7ob 32. 31, and his eyes are therefore upon 
* his ways, that he may give every Man according 
*to his works, feb 32. 18.: Conſider: thou art in 
* his Preſence that is a conſuming Fite, and a jealous 
*God. Dent. 4. 24. A great God, and a mighty and 
* terrible, that regardeth nbt Perſons, nor taketh 
* rewards, Dent. 10, 27, That hath ſaid that, hor 
* any Man heareth the woras1 of this Curſe , and ſhall 
* bleſs himſelf in his Heart, ſaying, I, ſhall have Peace, 
* though 1 walk in the immagination of my Heart , the 
* Lord will wit ſpare hmm , but his jealonſie ſhall ſmoak. 
* againſt [that mans Dent.29.19 29, That hath Jultice, 


© and Wiſdom, and Truth, and Power enough to lll 
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*and execute the moſt exquiſite, ſeaſonable, and una- 
* voidable Vengeance upon any contemner of his 
Will, and this is the God, whom thou, a Crea- 
*ture that art nothing in his hands, art about to 
* offend : Conſider this , thou that forgetteſt God, 
©leſt he tear thee in pieces, and there be none to 
* deliver thee. 

But 2. Fear is a Fruit of Love, and though we 
are not to negled& the former, yet we mult be ſure 
to entertain this z perfet Love caſts out fear, a 
fear of puniſhment, bur not a fear of ſin; a fear of 
a Malefacor, not the feat of a Child : And upon 
chis Conſideration this affefion upon any Temptas« 
tion thus beſpeaks the Soul : © Conſider what thou 
*att now ſetting about : It is that thy Lord, thy 
© Redeemer, forbids thee, he that hath died for thee 
*to reſcue thee from thy vain Converſation : how 
* unſeemly a return is this, for fo muchLove and Good- 
, myo as mtingr) —_— ? how _ chou ——__ 
*1n thy Prayers, in thy Hopes, in thy nce 
*to that God, whom, againſt the bonds of ordina- 
*ry Gratitude, thou art now offending > how canſt 
*thou ever expect. ro have the light and favour of 
* his Countenance, whom, contrary to all thy en- 
© gagements of Duty and Covenant, thou art now 
* about to injure ? canſt thou profeſs thou lovelt 
*him, whom thou dareſt to abuſe, to difobey, even 
* to his Face ? -- 

3. Hope : the Word of God hath promiſed in 
Chriſt Glory, and immortalicy , and the ſight of 
himſelf, co thoſe that are pure in Heart, Marth, 
5. 8. This truch contained in theſe Promiſes, 1s recet- 
ved and entertained in the Heare by Faith : and as 
the Motion of the Heart towards an abſent, bur 
2 poſſible and expected Good, is Hope 3 fo it is here, 
it is the Motion of the Soul ariſing upon TR 
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it preſents the truth of that Bleflednefs, which w-: 
do not yet, but thall enjoy : and this Motion.of tl.c 
Soul purifieth the Heart, 1 Jokhn 3. 3. He rhat hat! 
this hope, prixificth himſelf, even as he is pure, 211d D114; 3 
the Heart and Life to Obedience, Plal. 119. 1-6. 
I have hopcd mn thy Salvation, and done thy Comm:;- 
ments : Our love of God makes our Obedience 11; 
cere; our fear of him makes our obedience avi; 
and reverent z our hope in hin makes our obea 
ence chearful, Rom. 15. 13. Patient, Rom. 8. 25. Con- 
ſtant, Heb. 3. 6, and Active, Phil, 3. 15. Prefling ©} 
to the price of the high calling of God in Chrit?, 
This was that, that made Ao/es rather chule Aftl:- 
ctions, than the Pleaſure of {in for a Sea{on ; for he 
had an eye to the recompence of reward z Heb, 11. 
26, which carried our Redeemer with choice ain 
Victory through the Croſs and ſhame, for the jy 
that was ſet before him, Heb, 12. 2. Now this i: 
fetion thus fixed and acted puritieth the Heart a: | 
Lite upon theſe Conliderations : 1. It preſents : 
Man with an expectation of an everlaſting ble{:.. 
Station in the Preſence of the moſt holy God, 2... 
this works an endeavour of a preſent Conformi- +: 
of his Mind and Life to that condition which it c..- 
pects to enjoy. everlaltingly hereafter. No Man «c: 
hope for that which he defires not for the prefe:.: 
to enjoy 3 hethat hopes for an cternal Life in Holin.: ;, 
will- thruſt himſelf into as much of it as he c..;, 
while he lives here, and will conftder how. un!;. 
coming any fin is of hin, who lives in a*c. 
tinued hope of enjoying a condition free from #: .. 
2 Hope doth link the Soul to the thing it ho: 
for, waich is of ſo great worth, Glory and 1] 
pectation, that it carries the Soul through all «©: 
hculties ro the attaining of it : it makes r;: 
- Which is future in as preſent 'in appret: 5; 
L--35 
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ton, and thereby maſters all thoſe evils of Senfe 
that actually come in the way : and thus - it lifteth 
up the; Soul above all the preſent inconvemiencies 
that may accompany or interrupt het way to Glory. 
'Thy Creator hath chalked thee out a way to walk 
in: and 1t 1s true, it 1s anarrow way, and thou art 
cloathed with fleſh and blood, which cannot inhe- 
_ rit the Kingdom of God ; the way will be grievous 
Wnd troubleſome unto ic, thou mult deny - thy 
ſelf, cut oft thy right hand, pluck out thy 
right eye 3 thou muſt learn to unlove, nay to 
hate, thoſe things wherein thy corrupted Nature 
moſt delights, and take up thy Croſs and follow 
thy Saviour :| and thy way 1s not only narrow and 
unpleatant to thy Nature, but thou ſhale find it, 
it may be, ſtrawed with Afﬀflictions , with Tempte- 
tions, with Scorns, with Poverty, Wants, Perſecu- 
_ tions,nay with the loſs of Life it (elf, and yer on thou 
mult g5, and muſt not draw back, for then th 
Labour 1s all loſt. But here is that which will 
bear thee up through all the dithculties, though 
thou art laden with the burden of thy own Fleih 
and Corruptions, and art ready to {lip upon every 
Teinptation, yet thou art not alone, but thy Savr 
our ſtands by thee to ' bear thy burden, to take 
thee by the hand, to lift thee up from thy falls, 
to ſupport thee with his Grace , which he hath 
Promited thall be ſufficient for thee, to accept thy 
endeavours, and to pitty, and pardon, and recover 
thy relapſes : Though thou doſt looſe, and irreco- 
yerably let go, many Contentments, Pleaſures, and 
external advantages, yet thou \ſeeſt with thee in the 
Promiſe, and; before thee in thy hope, that which 
will abundantly recompence all thy lofles, even 
Pleaſures at his right hand for ever : Though thy jour- 
ney be troubleſome, yet it is not long thy "_ Poe 
T1 | 4 
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Fathers houſe, is in thine eye, where thou mayſt 
ſee thy Saviour preparing a place for thee, and a tar 
more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory , which 
will (yeeten thy light Afflictions, which are but for 


2 moat, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 
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CHAP. X%XVIE 
Of the Extent and Deprees of Santlification. 


I, E. come to conſider the Extent or Degrees of 
| it, What 1t. 1s, or ſhould and may be in this 
Life. We find in the Book of God mention of pet fect 
Men, and Men of perfe&t Hearts, Noah, Gen. 6. 9. 
Abraham, Gen. 17. 1. 7ob 1.8. David, 1 Kings 9. 4. & 
14.8. Aſa,1 Kings 15.14. and yet thoſe ſeveral Men had 
their (ſeveral Sins and Faults recorded in the ſame Book. 
We find P/al. 37. 37. a perfect Man, and yertEccleſ. 7. 
20. not-a juſt Man that doth good, and {1nneth nor. 
Paul, Ephel. 4. 12, 13. tells us of a growing up to a 
perfect Man, to the Meaſure of the ſtature of Chriſt, 
and yet the ſame Pa»/, Rom. 7. 1.4. complains of him- 
ſelf ro be carnal, fold under fin. The ſame S. 7oh», 
that 1 fohn 3. 9. ſaith, That he that is born' of God, 
finneth not, tells us, 1 John 1. 8. that if we ſay we 
have no fin, we deceive cxr ſelves, and the truth is not in 
«3, 2 Cor. 13. 11. Finally, brethren , be perfett, We 
are therefore to conſider wherein this Perfetion of 
var ——_— conſiſteth not , and wherein it con- 
ſeth. | 
The Perfe&tion required of us, and which we pay 
and muſt attain, is an Evangelical Perfe&ion , whi 
Cough it be not perfect , yet is accepted of God in 
wilt : 


Dd 3 t. Since- 


A1nifn!, becauie ttis but the production of that f11n, which 
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1. Sincerity, and Integrity of Heart, 7erem. 24, 7, 
They (hall return to me with their whole heart, The yan- 
Etihication required of us, 1s not only a Sanctihcation 
of our external Actions z thoſe are but rhe truits of 
Smwietification of the Man; for as any act is t!etore 


1S ht on 2 (leart, to 1S any action theretore holy, be- 
Calle it proceecs from a holy and a finctitied motion 
of te Heat, otherwile it 1s but Hypocritte. Thus 
Inteurity of Heart was Av.s, Davids, |-//as Pele. 
c40Nn :| it was Ezocl's walking with God. | hen a 
Nan 022 with an humble contidence bring lus Ser- 
Vice, his \Words and Actions in the pretence of God 
Cleary with! fuch a Confeſhon as this : %O Lord, 
*1 know that my Heart is deceitful aboye all, who 
* cad know jit? and I know that TI am! an unclex 
* ii, and all my righteoutſnefles are as tilthy rags, 
* Ia. 6.4. 6. and my own Heat teiis me, that even 
*fo my moſt exact obſervance , there be fecrct 2d- 
© heretices off tn and defect; and how much more 
*ar8 they in ty f1ghe, who (eeſt through every cranny 
* of the Soul? end therefore thou mavcit juſtly reje& 
©thein: vei,, O Lord, thou knowelt that tat little 
* good. that is in them, proceeds from an upright 


* Heat, from an unfeigned detire to obey thee ; that 
©1t is my Hearts Celire, and my hearty and daily en: 


© deavour to.ferve thee better; that it 1s the forrow 

* and £:..f of my Heart, that my returns of obedr 

fence and conformity unto thee, are fo infinite 

© thoit of what I every way owe unto thee; I do not 

© content my 1elf with theſe looſe and half perfor- 
© mances that I make before thee : and though I ſee 
© my belt obedience gives me daily occaſions of re 
* pentance, yer I will not give over, bur what 1 
* want 1n my, own ſtrength, 1 will beg thy Grace to 
© peitect, and thy Mercy to accept accorcing wo 
| | | . © what 
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* what I have, and to pardon what I want, 2 Cor, 8+ 
* 12, and ſince I have prepared my Heart to ſeek 
*the Lord God, the good Lord pardon me, though 
*[ am not cleanſed according to the purification of 
* thy Sanctuary, z Chron, 30. 19. 

2. An over-matching of the Power of Sin by the 
Power of Sanctitying Grace. It is true, that in the 
belt Condition we can arrive unto in this World, 
there 15 with us a body of Sin and Death, as well as a 
Pruiciple of Holine(s and Life, Rom. 7. 24. 4 luſting 
of the Fleth againſt che Spirit, as well as of the Spi- 
rit againſt the Fleth, Gal. 5. 17. a wreltling again(t 
Fleih and Blood, actuated by Principalities and 
Powers, Epheſ. 6. 12. But where God 1s pleaſed to 
begin this work in the Heart, though it never ar- 
rives to the abolition of (in, yet it ever ariſeth to a 
Victory over it, Rom. 6. 15. Sin ſhall not have domi- 
non over you, becauſe yon are not nnacr the Law, but un- 
der Grace, And now as where there is but one de- 


_ gree of heat in any ſubject, more than there is of cold, 


though that ſubject be not perfe&tly hot, bur chere 
1s a mixture of cold in every atom of it, yet is de- 
nominated from the predominate quality : fo this 
Man, though he be not exactly conformable to the 
exact Rule of Righteouſneſs, and therefore could not 
in the ſevere Juſtice of God be accepted , but that 
rigorous courſe of the Law would lay hold upon him, 
Gal. 3. 10, Curſed be every one that continueth not 1n all 
things, which are written in the book of the law to ao them 
which Book of the Law required a Love of God 
with all the Heart , Might, and Soul, and that nor 
only all that Heart, Might, and Soul, which a Man 
now hath, but which a Man once had, and by his 
own fault hath loſt : and therefore that Law, being 
weak through the Fleſh, Rem. 8. 2. that is, meeting 


with an impoteacy in us exactly to fulfil it, becane 
JT? rather 
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rather a Law of Death, than Life, yet when Chrif 


came into the World, and brought with him a perfect 
Righteouſneſs of his own, whereby to juſtifie us in 


the preſence: of God, he did likewife by an Eternal 
Covenant of Peace with the Facher {tpulate for an 
acceptation of this 1mper fect Righteoutneis of ours, 
which is wrought in us by Iis Grace and Spirit. $6 
that , as the Righteouſnels of Chriſt , the Lord ow: 
Righreoutnels, which was perfe&R in 'Deprees , Was 
by the acceptation of the Father, made our Juſtifice 
non; fo the Righteouſnels, which 1s begun 1n us 
here by his Grace, though mingled with our own 
defects, is accepted by God with a Promite of in- 
reaſe of our Glorv. And the {ame Chriſt, that hath 
filtilled a perfet Righteouſnets for our Juſtification 
doth continually by his own Spirit , begin and fup- 
port a true, though imperfet Righteoulſnels in us to 
Our Sanctification , and helps againſt, and pardons our 
meny infhrmitics and &efects, as he hath promiſed, 
Ter. 2,12. Return, thou back-!liaing Iſrael, ſaith the Lord, 
and I will vet cauſe mine anger to fall upon ww, Jer. 31.19, 
Surely 11 I was turnea, I TOpeReS - Is t tphaing my dear 
fon ? 1s be Pleaſar: it chila?, for fince I [pake againſt him, / 
AoC ATWE 'ly FEM: ember 1m Bill. Ita. 42. Jo A bruiſed —_ 
IF he rt Prev ang ' [moakine * flax ſhall he not quench, Ha. 
42.11. He [at { feed bis fl (ft ke a ſhephera, he ſhall gather 
rhe lambs with bis vm, and Carry rh in his boſom , and 
= eertly lead thoſe chat ave with vourr , Holſ. 1, 4 
tenohe Ephraim a tn 7, takixe them by the arm. Which 
ſev al exvretiions thew , hy he Original of that 
nItiace e Right, eouſne(s in us, even the Grace of God 
inC hr riſk contirually by degcees maſtering our cor- 
aptions, and in tome mealure conforming us unto 
m1. | His Tender neſt rowards thoſe ſmall incep- 
tions of his Grace in us, cheriſhinp and encouraging 


. His Mer cy 2nd Goodnels, / accepting of our. 
{ince 
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ſincerity, and OY our weakneſs. And this is 
char Evangelical Perfection of our Righteoiſnefs and 
Sanctification here. And from this Advantage, that 
the Grace of God hath over our Perfe&tions, do ariſe 
cheſe four Conſequents of it: 1. Univerſality of Obe- 
dience. 2. Conſtancy in it. 3. Growth and increaſe 
in it. 4. Renewing of our Repentance : all which, 
as they are the gifts of God, fo they do naturally 
flow from the over-matching of our Corruptions by 
Grace, as appears in theſe Particulars: | 

1. Vniverſality of Obedience: The Heart, wherein 
the Grace of God hath over-matched his (inful Nature, 
cannot allow it felf in any known Sin , or any known 
neglect of any one Command, but hath reſpect to all 
God's Commandments P/a/. 119. 6. Whoſoever ſhall 
keep the vv hole, yet if he oftend in one point, he is 
guilty of all, fames 2. 10, The Grace of God and Sin 
2re univerſally oppoſite one to another : and as they are 
ſo in the abſtract, ſo are they inthe concrete. Where 
Sin hath an advantage in the Soul, it doth oppoſe 
univerſally the whole Will of God: and where Grace 
is in the Soul, 1t doth oppoſe the whole will of Sin: 
and therefore where any one Sin or negle&t of any 
one Command of God 1s entertained knowingly and 
adviſedly in the Soul, there the Grace of God hath 
not the upper hand 3 for the ſame Principle, by which 
It acts, viz. the Love of God, equally engageth the 
Soul to every Duty , and againſt every Sin , accord- 
ing to the meaſure of Knowledge that is commmuni- 
cated to the Soul. 

2, Conſtancy and Perſeverance. The change, that is 
wrought in our Nature,it is true,isnot in the efſenceof 
it, but it is the preſence of the Grace of Chriſt in 
the Heart, that preſerves and upholds the Heart and 
Life in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs: If that could be. 
withdrawn or intermitted , we ſhould, like the Iron 
d 4 removed 
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31g Of a1; thole (tings Which are contrary thereunto, 


moved from the Fire, ſoon return to our «ancient 


Nature again : but that great God, whole prelence 
alone, ſupports all che things in Heaven and Earth, 
in their being and operations, and whoſe Gifts and 


(_3llings are wwichout Repentance , hath promiſed to 


be with us to the end of the W ord; a Cannot fin, 


« ceanſe his (ced ahideth in him, 1 John 3 3 Ir is (TUE, 
there may be intermilſions of the acting % Grace in 
the Heat; and there may be falls in the Life; but 
to be given over to a cour {e of {1n without repen- 
t2nce, to be |hroug]it under the power and dominion 
Of Sin, 25 a King or a Ruler , the Honour and Truth 
Y Gollis eng; wed in it, it ſhall not be, 2 Theſ. - I, 

The Lord is faithful, who ſhall ftablijh you, John to, 
'S. Neither jhtl any man pluck them ont of my hand, 
JROom. 6. 1.4. S'7 Fall net have dominion over you , for 
we we nt wider rhe Law, but nnacr Grace | And thele 


Promiſes of God cannot make the Heart of any one, 


to who! they, truly belong , any whit the more care- 


ket or loote in his watch over himſeit; for that very 


$p1ri, whereby thoſe Promiſes are ſealed OUS, 1s 
40 acuve, vigilant, pure Spirit, and puts the Heart 
3nd Life u pon thote Practices that do naturally and 
property dice co this very Perſeverance, viz. Al- 
{iduity in Duties ; Humble and Watchful walking 
h-fore God x Exc -mination and ſearch of the ſtate 
of onr Sou!s and Lives, Tealoutie over the Treachery 

of our own Hearts , and the ſnares that are within us 
» 7 without us; a Guard upon our Aﬀections and 
qenſss a freq Jyent Conſideration of the Will of God, 
cf tis Goodnelk ro us in Chriſt, of the Price where- 
Mich we are bought, of the Hope whereunto we 
ate redeemed and : 211 thoſe other helps that conduce 
ro the tettling and ſtadiithing of our Hearts and Liyes 
n a Conformity to the Will of God, and in avoid- 


and 
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and conſequently , as contraries do, would "impair, 
corrupt, and deſtroy that Life of Grace, which he hath 
begun in us. And from hence ariſerh : 

J. An Increaſe and Growth 1n a more exact Confor- 
mity to the Will of Gad, tlian formerly. This is that, 
which 1s ſo often commended unto us by the Spirit of 
God, Coloſ. 2.7. Rooted and built up in bym, Colol. 4. 12. 
Compleat in all the will of God, Plul, 1. 9. that your love 
my abound more ard more in knowleage and 1n all judgment, 
1 Cor. 15. 58. abounaing in the work, of the Lord, Heb. 
13. 21, make you perfect 11 good works to do his will, Phul. 3. 
I 3. forgetting what is paſt, and reaching forth to the things 
that are before, Ephel. 4. I3. growing 10 4 perfett man, 
2,16. increaſe of the body, 2 Pet. 3. 17. beware leſt ye 
fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſs, but grow in grace, Jude 20. 
building np your ſelves in your moſt holy faith, Prov. 4. 18. 
Increafing more ana more wnto the perfett day, John 15. 2. 
Every branch that beareth fruit , he purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit, And as this is the Will of 
God, fo it is as naturally the effect of this Life , that 
is Wrought in the Heart, as it 1s the effe of natural 
Life in the Body 3. for it is an active and operative 
Life. If any quality have got the maſtery in a mixt 
. > Þody, it doth ever more and more by degrees, waſte 
and conſume the contrary qualities , and afſimulates 


the whole unto it ſelf. And although, as long as 
our Fleth hangs about us, it is impoſſible, that a com- 
pleat and abſolute conqueſt can be wrought of all that 
Sin, that 1s in us; becauſe it is a ſpring of Corrup- 
tion, yet it iS waſted, weakned, and decayed. By 
this work of Grace, Sau!'s Houſe waxeth weaker and 
weaker. Every havit, though it be moral, or natu- 
ral only , receiveth an augmentation and degrees b 
ts continual aftings- And the Grace of God whic 
15 more operative and active in the Heart than any 
habit can be, for it 15 accompanied with the _— 
iate 
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diate Power and Efhcacy of the Divine Spirit , never 
ſtands ſtil]; but like the liccle Leven, that was hid in 
the great quantity of Meal, it never gives over till the 
whole be leavened. 

4. Renewed Repentance : Thy corrupt Nature is 2 
Body of Sin and Death , a ſpring of Corruption, that 
will ever caſt up mire and dirt: and Grace in thy 
Heart is a ſpring of living Waters, that as often as 
that corrupts, will be wathing it again. When thoy 
haſt made the chamber of thy Heart as clean as thoy 
canſt, yet there will be leaks in it , that will let in 
Corruptions enough, pac ane ro make it as foul as 
ever: Grace by the continual examination of thy (elf, 
humbling of thy Heart before God, renewing thy 
Covenant with him, doth not only pump out the 
filch, that would poyſon , and drown, and dam thee, 
bur ſtops the decays and leaks of this thy infirm Veſ- 
ſel. When the Grace of God at firſt found thee, 
thou waſt dead in treſpaſles and fins and it came in- 
to thee, and by Repentance did exerciſe its own at 
of Life to quicken thee: And that ſame Body of 
Death , that did at firſt incloſe thee, is till about 
thee, and takes all opportuniries to get its old ma- 
ſtery of thee; and by this means, thou catcheſt many 
2 fall and bruiſe: but that ſame Life, by which thou 
liveſt, re-acts againſt thoſe inroads of {in and death, 
and doth conquer them; fo that though thy renewed 
{ins are not thy ruine, yet they ought to be thy 
burden ; though they muſt not make thee deſpair, 
yet they cannot chuſe but make thee mourn 3; though 
thy Saviour hath born their Guilt, yet it is but equal 
thou thouldeſt bear thy thame. When thou hadl(t 
no Life in thee , thou couldeſt not feel thy (elf dead: 
But now thou haſt Life in thee, thou canſt not chule 
bat be ſenſible ef thy iickneſs and thy hurts, which 

thy own folly have occaſioned, and judge ang con- 


CHar. XXVII. and of our Selvess art 


demn, and avoid that Folly of thine that occaſioned 
ir, Though thou canſt not be rid of thy fins, that 
fight againſt thy Life, yet thou wilt not entertain 
them with better Entertainment, than Bread of Af- 
fiction , and Water of Afiction. Though thou 
canſt not expiate for any of them, yet thou canſt 
not look upon them without indignation, as Traytors 
againſt thy Life and thy Peace; thou canſt nor look 
upon thy felf , without loathing and deteſtation 3 
thou canſt not look unto Chriſt , without ſhame and 
confuſion , that one that he hath redeemed from ſa 
great a. Miſery, with ſo great a Price, to fo great a 
nearneſs, as to be a member of himſelf, a partaker 
of his Spirit , a Co-heir of his Glory , ſhould ſo un- 
worthily , ſo unthankfully , in his ſight, diſhonour 
his Head, and pollute himſelf. Thou canſt not 
look upon what 1s paſt , without Repentance, nor 
upon what 1s to come, without a Reſolution of 
more Vigilance, and keeping a better Guard upon 
thy ſelf. And yer in the midſt of all thele thy per- 
plexed thoughts, thou canſt not chuſe but admire 
and bleſs that Mercy of Chrit , that when thou de- 
nieſt him, looks back upon thee, as once on Peter, 
and with that look, ſends in a Meſſenger, that makes 
thee go by thy (elf, and bewail thy Relapſe ; that 
leaves thee not to a courſe in fin, or to a death in fin, 
but gives thee a Cordial, which though it puts thee to 
pain , preſerves thy Life; that though thou, like a 
fooliſh miſguided Sheep, art ſtragling thou know- 
eſt not whither, yet ſeeks thee, and finds thee, and 
reduceth thee 3 that though thou canſt ſo ealily for- 
get him, yer he doth not forget theez and when 
al is done, is contented to accept of that Repen- 
tance and that Sorrow which he himſelf pe thee, 
and wathes away thy Spot by his own B _ <A 
OO, OOks 
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looks upon thee with no leſs Tendernefs, and Love, 
and Compaſhon, and Goodnels , than if thou hadſ} 
never gone afide. * Ever blefled be thy Name, | 
*O merciful Lord God, that haſt redeemed us 
* from everlaſting Death, and yet when we daily 
© endanger our ſelves , doſt reſcue us by thy Grace; 
* that when we fin, thou art pleaſed not to caft 
© us off, but fercheſt us in by Repentance; and 
* when we repent, art pleaſed not to reject us, nor 
© upbraid us with our former Fails , but accept us 
*ro Pardon and Favour ; and blotteſt out our 1ni- 
© quiries for thy great Names fake : But let not thy 
* Servants return any more to folly. Ames. 
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O/ the Parts of Sautification , ana 1. In refe- 
YOCACC BO ONT ſelves, Sobriet y. 


HE fourth ching conſiderable, are the Parts of 
that Sanctification, which 1s required. of us. Sar- 
(1:fication 18 the Conlormity of the whole Man to the 
Wil of God concerning Man, concerning his Life 
and Converſation. And that Will of God reſpect- 
ctiz three Objefts : Himtelf, our Neighbour , and our 
Selves. And accordingly the Duties which le upon us 
in reference to thele three, are ſhortly ſummed up hy 
the Apoitle, Tit, 2.11,12. The grace of God that bringah 
[alvation, hath appeared to all men, teaching us, that deming 
gngoateſs ana worldly Iuſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly 
ana goaly in this preſent world, We have there the Old 
Man, that we are to put off, Ungodlinefs and 
\Vorldly Lufts, caſt by S. 7h» into theſe three Ranks, 
the Laits of the Fleth , the Lults of the Eyes, and 
Pride of Life, 1 Jeb» 2. 16. whereof before. And we 
have that New Man, Fpke/. 4. 24. diſtributed into 
Wo parts, Righteouſne(s and true Holineſs; and here 
into three parts, viz. Sobriety towards our ſelves, 
Righteouſnels towards others, and Godlinels towards 
God: the two latter come diſtinctly under the Com- 
mands of the fit and ſecond Table of the Deca- 
logue, as thole Commands receive their true and 
ſpiritual interpretation by Chriſt : the former, though 
virtually it be therein included ; yet it is not expretly 
and directly : 
1. Inreference to exr ſelves, Sobriety. This refers 
either to our Judgment or Eſtimation of our ſelves, 
OT 
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or to the motions and inclinations of our ſenſual 
Appetites. | | 

1. Sobriety in our 7«dgments3 which is nothing elle, 
but a juſt and true E/imare of our ſelves, Rom. 12. 3, 
Not to think of himſelf more highly than he ought to think, 
but to think ſoberly, &c. Man doth naturally. inordinate- 
ly love I-mſelf, and that love to himſelf doth miſ- 
lead and inhance a Man's opinion of himſelf . even by 
thoſe things that are meerly extrinſecal to him : he 
thinks the better of himſelf by reaſon of his Wealth, 
though that be a thing diſtin&t from him by Nature, 
and eafily by any caſualty ſevered from him ; or by 
reaſon of Eſteem or Honour , though that is ſuch an 
acceſſion,as depends meerly upon the Will of another; 
for if I withdraw that honour or reſpect, wluch I give 
to a Man, he is no longer honourable to me; and 
as I may do it,, fo way any, and ſo may all; and then 
he wholly cealeth to be what . he thought he was. 
And much more, Men are apt to have a high opini- 
on of themſelves in reſpect of chat, which ſeems moſt 
their own, as Strength , Beauty , Elocution , Wir, 
Knowledge: and the more intimate the Perfection is 


unto him , that hath ir, the harder it 1s for rhat Man 


ro be brought to that due eſtimation, that he ſhould 
have of himſelf: thac very Knowledge, which muſt 
be the ground of bringing him to a right eſtimation 
of himſeif, is ready to puff him up: and that con- 
cretion that ariſeth from the over-eſtimation of a 
Man's felf, and from his reflection upon that over- 
eſtimation, is Pride: and from tl:s Pride ariſe thoſe 
other diſtempers of the inward and outward Man: 
a proud look, deſpiſing the weaker or inferiour ; Ar- 
rogance, lofty, and haughty Speech, Dar. 4. 30. 1s net 


this great Babylon, &C. Pſal. 35, o They ſet their month 


againſt Heaven, and their tongue walketh through the earth: 
Exod.5.2, Who is the Lord,&c. a placing of a Man's ſelf 
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:n God's room , and deifying himſelf ; implacable- 
neſs with any thing that checketh the full Fruition 
of his own Glory , though it ſeems never (o in- 
conſiderable ; the want of a Bowe from Aordecai, 
makes Haman fick of anger, and idiſcontent , Eſther 
2. 7. 5. 13. and thus Pride is the foundation of Con- 
tention, Prov. 13. 10. becauſe it cannot endure the 
competition of any thing, that may allay the tu- 
mor, the foundation of envy 3 delight in flattery to 
feed and ſtroak that fooliſh Humour 3 ' excels in 
Statelineſs, Diſtance, Apparel ; ſingularity, and the 
like : All which are the Children of this Vanity. 
Now as this proceeds much from the miſtake of 
our Judgment, or the want of the Exerciſe of it ; 
ſo on the other ſide, when the judgment con- 
cerning a Mans ſelf is rectified, it produceth a clean 
contrary effect in the Soul; the Man was mad before, 
out of his Wits, and his Carriage and Deportmenr 
was anſwerable thereunto ; but now by this righc 
underſtanding himſelf, he is ſober, in his right Senſes, 
and a ſutable Deportment riſeth thereupon : he looks 
- upon his Mealth as a thing that is lent him, depoſited 
with him only as a Steward, not as an Owner ; as 
that which is uncettain, vaniſhing, ſubje& to be ea- 
fily tranſlated from him to another ; as that which 
s external to him, which he may have and be a. 
Fool, or a Man under a-Curſe; as that which will 
one day inhance his Account, not eaſe his Con- 
(ciencez as that which he may not, it may be, keep 
whulſt he lives, and 'is fure to loſe when he dies; 
as that which may be his ſnare, his Temptation, can- 
not be his Felicity 3 as that which though never {o 
exceſſive, gives no greater a Priviledge, than it gives 
his Servant that eats of it, but only the bare Name 
of being his own : He looks upon his Efteem, Re- 
Pration, and Howour, 1 the World , as that which 
meerly / 
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meetly depends upon his inferiors Benevolence, which 
thy may withdraw when they pleaſe ; as that which 
is external alſo to him, may make him an Obje& 
of more Envy, Danger, and in{ecurity ; that ingz- 
geth to a great deal of vigilance to preterve it, and is 
often loſt without delert, and yet the Man is the 
{ame : He looks UPON IS Power and Authority as a 
ching that is not in himfeit, but meerly in the Con- 
tribution of the ſtrengch of others, or their vo!un- 
tary denying it to themteives by a re{plution of 
Non-reliſtance ; as that which makes no real Ac- 
ceſhon ro him, but he 1s but what he was before 
he had it, and when he loſeth it, will be what he 
was before he left it, in ail points, ſave meerly out- 
{fide and vulgar opinion : He looks upon himfelt un- 
der the Beauty of his external Ornaments, as a little 
Clay dreſt up in Gallantry ; that that may more 
juſtly make him proud that made it, than him that | 
wears it ; that alters not the Soul or Body that is 
. under it, nor is become part of it : he looks upon 

his Strength or Beauty, Or temperature of Body, as that 
which a few years will lay in the Duſt, and the 
Worms will maſter itz as that which is not able 
to conteſt with the leaſt Diſtemper,either within 1t,or 
without it; and yet the good that is in it while it laſts, 
is but a borrowed good : He looks upon his Knowleape, 
Underſtanding and Wiſdom, as that which is infinitely 
ſhort of,vwhat it was,or whatit might be; the moſt that 
we know being infinitely ſhort of what we know 
not, and what we ſhould know : that his increaſe of 
Knowledge is bur an increaſe of his Account, an ag: 
gravation of thole fins, which would be of leller 
magnitude, had they not been committed againſt a 
greater Liglhitz that the moit of what we know, and 
that makes up the moſt ot Men great in their own colt- 
ceits, is that which will be ULtepy unuſcful aſter ty 
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life : Of what uſe will thoſe Volumes of Learning 
concerning Human Laws, Phyſicks, the Mathematicks, 
Natural Philoſophy, and the Knowledge of the Con- 
cemperation of mixt Bodies, be, when the Earth with 
che works thereof thall be burnt up? Political difpen- 
(ations ſhall ceaſe, either the things ſhall not continue, 
and ſo the knowledge of them be uſelel(s, or the truth 
ſhall be more compendioufly and clearly difcovered 
to us, and fo tle Labour to acquire them unneceſlary : 
It looks upon the beſt practical Habics, or Actions it 
doth, as things that need an expiacion, rather than 
deſerving a reward ; it finds in it (elf a little ſmall 
Grain of Gold in them, but ſo covered \and ſtifled 
with droſs and filth, that that which is good, is 
ſcarce worth the accepting : Finally -he looks upon 
nothing as his own, but the {in of his Nature that 
hath ſtained and polluted 3 the fin of his Life that 
makes him odious in the Preſence of God; the fin 
of his Services, as that which adulterates and ſpoyls 
them : and whatſoever is uſeful or comfortable in 
his ?external Accetſions, whatſoever is beautiful in 
his Body or Soul, he looks upon as anothers, not as 
his, and blefleth him for it 3 carries the glory to him, 
takes upon himſelf the (ſhame and abhorrence of his 
own Deformities, and magnifies the patience of his 
Creator in ſparing him, and his bounty in lending to 
him whatſoever of good he finds in himſelf, or a- 
ny way belonging to him : And out of this right and 
ſober judgment concerning himſelf, and the refle&i- 
on of the mind thereupon, ſpring thoſe Vertues of 
Humilicy, Meeknets, Gentleneſs, Patience, Modera- 
tion, Contentedneſs, Thankfulneſs, Quierneſs, where- 
by 2 Man entertains all the Diſpenſations of God, 
wich ſuch a frame and Temper of Spirit, as he ex- 
es: In thy addreſſes to God, it will teach thee Low- 
inels and Reverence,' remembring thee of thy own 
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Vilene(s, and his Perfe&tion, and that infinite diltance 
between thee, a Man, a ſinful Man , and Him, tie 
great and glor 10us God: Gen. 18. 27. Now [ have ta- 
hen wpon me to ſpeak wnto the Lord, that am but Duſt 
and Aſhes : Luk. 18. 13. the Publican ſtanding a far 
oft ivould not lift up his eyes to Heaven : In the 
m1.4{t of BiefItngs either of this Life or chatro come, it 
will reach thee Admiration and ThanKſulncts, 2 Sem, 
7. 1%, What am I, O Lord, ard what is my Fathers 
houſe, that thon haſt brought me Litherto ? Plal. 8. 4, 
WW.:en I conſider the Heavens, &&c, What ts an that 
thou art mindful of him ? that a (ttiful Man. that owes 
ſo much to God, and performs fo little , thould 
receive (uch Bleſſings, ſuch Mercies, and ſuch Boun- 
ty from the hand of an injured God. = 

Ii the midit of che (evereſt Afﬀiietions it will teach 
thee Patience, and Quietneſs of mind, and Conten- 
redneſs, when the Soul (hall fir down and conlider 
 1t (elf, and juſtine, yea and magnihe God mn this 
. Very dealing with her : © O Lord, by that light, that 
*thou haſt lent me, I do ſee my ſelf, anc therein be- 
* hold nothing of iny own bur Deformity and Rebel- 
© lion againſt thee, unthankfulnels, and vilenels 3 and 
* now I eat but the Fruic oi my own ways, and thou art 
* juſt when thou judgelt. Nay, thou dealeit not with 
* meaccording to che levereſt Rule of Juſtice, thou 
© haſt punithed me lefs than mine iniquities deſerve: 
* Ezra 9. 13. | I have forfeited all unto thee, but 
* thon haſt not taken all from me: I have deſerved 
*chac thy whole fury ſhould be poured out u 
* me, but thou laſt afflicted me in meaſure : t 
© haſt left me my life,thou haſt lefe me wy hope, thou 
© haſt left me ſome Light of thy Countenance, which 
© is better than my Life ; chou haſt left me Liberty 
© 2nd Encouragement to pour out my Soul before 
© thee, and doſt entertain it : if thou hadſt dept- 
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© ved me of all this, yet thou hadſt not been unjuſt 3 
© 1nd in that thou haſt left me theſe, or any of theſe, 
* or any other i thou art gracious: Nay, more 
© than all this, I find in that very thing, wherein 
© chy hand lyeth heavieſt upon me, a mercy, and that 
« thou hait afflicted me in very faithfulneſs, P/al. r1 9. 
« 75. in love, Rev. 3. 19. and for my profit and ad- 
© vantage, Heb. 12. 10. that I ſhould not be condem- 
*ned with the World, 1 Cor. 11. 32. my heart be- 
© gan to grow wanton, to be lingring roo mach af- 
*ter the World, to be taken up roo much with Va- 
* nity, and things that muſt periſh co me, and I to 
*them: I began to grow confident upon my Wit, 
*my Wealth, my Power ; to grow negligent, cold, 
* and careleſs, in my Duty to thee, in my Depen- 
* dance upon thee, in my Obedience to thee : The 
* Conſolations of God, the Preſence of my Saviour my 
«Life by Faith,my hope of Glory began to grow (7 
* anto me, 7ob15.11. And this I plainly ſee was the 
* ſtate of my Soul : and therefore: I defire to receive 
* theſe thy Afictions, not only as Puniſhments, bur as 
* Medicines, as Meſſages, as well of thy care of me, 
*and thy mercy to me, as of thy Juſtice upon me, that 
t they may not wv be an exerciſe of my Parience, 
© bur an Obje& of my Thankfulneſs, of my Joyful- 
*neſs: that they may not only be a conviction of thy 
*Deteſtation of my ſin, but a pledge of thy Love 
* to my Perſon : I ſhall therefore endeavour to be; 
*thy hand as becomes me with Patience, becz 
*I deſerve them ; with Thankfulneſs, becauſe they 
*are moderate z and with Comfort, becauſe they are 
* thy Miniſters, ſent me for my good : and as I ſhall 
* thus learn to entertain them, 6 I ſhall endeavour 
*touſe and improve'them to that end thou ſendeſt 
* them, to take me off from the World, to bring me 
"nearer to thee, that I may live more by Faich than 
EeC32 © Senſe, 
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concerning our ſelves will ariſe a Behaviour, Carriz 
ges, and Speech ant{werable : ic will be ſutable to 


xence to it. As the firſt part of ROI conſiſts 
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© Senſe, and to make me more exact and watchfy] 
* chan before, Pſal. 119. 67. Before I was afflitted, | 
© went aſtray, but now have I kept thy word : In the 
mnudit of thy Glory , Honour, Wealth, Preferment, 
Provocations from Men, Injuries and Scorns, it will 
keep thee from twelling, looking big upon thy infe- 
riOurs, or thoſe that have Dependanice upon thee, or 
uſe of thee : Ir will take thee off from Vain-Glory, 
Revenge, Envy, Dildain, and ſuch like Diſtempers, 
all which proceed from a miſ-underſtanding of 7 
Mans elf : It will make thee and keep thee meek, 
gentle, affable, eafte to be intreated , long- ſuffering, 
pittifulz all which are the Fruits of the Spine 
wrought in| the heart, by this Sobriety or right 
judgment - of our ſelves, Galat. 5. 22. which our Se 
viour commended to all his Diſciples, Matth. 18, 1, 
by the condition of a little Child, wherein Pride is 
not grown up , though it be there in the Seed : for 
all theſe Diſtempers riſe from an opinion of grea- 
ter worth, merit, or excellence, in a Mans (elf, than 
in another, which a ſober Man, that hath a right 
judgment of himſelf, finds quite otherwiſe. And 
from this Sobriety ariſing upon a right judgment 


our Nature, and the Station, Condition , and occa- 
ſton in or about which we are, not arrogant, giddy, 
naughty, light, vain 3 but humble, ſetled, grave, con- 
ant. | | 
2. Sobriety in reference to or ſenſual Appetite, 
and thoſe Paſhons or Motions which ariſe in refe- 


in the . Conformiry and Subje&ion of our Reaſon 
to the Will and Truth of God 3 fo the ſecond 
part of it conſiſts in the Conformity of our ſenſual 
Appetite to Re2fo2, thus rectified : Now the a" 
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{ual Appetite is divided in reſpe& of her Objes and 
her motion towards them, into the Concupilcible, 
which is the Motion of the ſenſual Nature to thoſe 
things, which tend to the Preſervation of it (elf and 
kind by Delire : or the Iraſcible, which is the aver- 
ſion from, or Motion of the ſenſual Nature againſt 
choſe things that are prejudicial, or ſo apprehended. 

The Concupiſcibls Appetite 1s that Motion of Na- 
ture which tends to its own own Preſervation, or to 
che Preſervation of its kind, or thoſe things that 
ae in order to both, »iz. Wealth and Power. 

The Firſt of rhele is che defire of Eating and Drink- 
ing, the Exceſs whereof is Luxury. 

The Second 1s the defire of Propagation of the 
kind, the Exceſs whereof 1s Z«/?, or Wantonnels. 

The Third is the deltre of thoſe Supplies, which 
conduce to the ſupplying of both, vis. delire. of 
Wealth, the excels whereof is Coveronſneſs and 
the delire of Power to defend our ſelves, the Ex- 
cels whereof is Ambition : and thele I likewiſe place 
in the ſenſual Appetice , becauſe they are in order 
to the immediate Objects chereof, and we find 
them, though not in ſo exact a degree, even in 
Beaſts, 
Concerning theſe ſomewhat hath formerly paſſed, 
therefore in general touching the two former ve 
lay , 

1. That theſe natural inclinations or deſires are in 
themſelves good, and ſuch as were planted in our 
Nature by the holy God , and ſuch as are conduci- 
ble to good ends, viz. the Preſervation and ſupporc 
of our Nature and Kind ; and the Motions of our 
Nature are ſuch as proceed from that Commiſſion 
which God gave to the Creature, Gen. 1. 28. Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and repleniſh the Earth, and Gen. 
2,17, Of every irce of the Garden thou mazſt freely e:t : 
EC 3: both 
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both which Commiſſions were again renewed and 
enlarged, Gen, 9.13. | | 

2. That we ate not allowed only the uſe of 
thoſe inclinations of our Nature for Neceſſity, 
bur alſo for Delight, ſo as the Preſcriptions here- 
. aftermentioned be obſerved, Deut. 1 2. 15. Thou mazſf 
kill and eat fleſh in all thy Gates whatſoever thy Soul 
lafteth after, according to the bleſſing of the Lord thy God, 
Deurt. 28. 47. Becauſe thou ſervedſt not God with joyful- 
neſs and gladrneſs of heart for the abundance of all things, 
&c. Prov. 5. 18. Rejoxce with the Wife of thy youth. 

3. The fin'or obliquity that happens in theſe in- 
Clinations of our Nature, or the ule of them, is when 
they become inordinate Aﬀections, viz. out of that 
due Order or Poſition that God hath placed them 
in us: FE 1 Eh} 

1. When either the Motion of theſe Appetites, 
or the exerciſe of them, is without a due Subordi- 
nation to Reaſon, which God hath placed in a ſu- 


_ Authority in Man above this Appetite : In 
ruit Beaſts, their fenfitive Appetite is their higheſt 
faculty, and it knows no other Moderator than 
that very Appetite that God hath placed in them: 
bur in Man he hath ray a higher Nature, and 


therefore the atings of the ſenſitive Appetite with- 
out this Subordination to tlus higher Nature, is 1n 
 rruth in Man unnatural, and contrary to the Order 

and Courſe of- Nature. This concerns us as we are 


ant. Fs | 
2. When either this Motion, or the Actings of it, 
are contrary to the Mind and Will of God : for 
this: ought to be the guide: of our Reaſon, as that 
ought to be the guide of our Appetite. And this 
'COnCerns us as we are Men enlightned with the Know- 

Jedge, and quickned with the Love of God. 


Now 
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* Now for want of theſe, the fins or obliquities tha* 
happen in our ſenſitive Appetites, are when they ate 
ated either inconſ1derately , anode or un- 
ſeaionably. 

1. Incon/iderately, when in the uſe of the Creatures, 
in reference to thole inclinations of the ſenſitive Ap- 
petite, we con{ider not the End, for which we have 
them , nor uſe them in order to that End; to ear, be- 
cauſe we will eat. and not becauſe we would be (y- 
flained 3 or confider not the Hand from which we 
receive them, that we may uſe them thankſully z nor 
che Preſence of Almighty God , who obſerves all our 
cartiage mn the ule of his Bleſhngs, that ſo we may 
uſe them ſoberly and reverently. 

2. Immoderately : There is required of us a double 
Moderation in the uſe of this Faculty : 1. Moder:- 
tion of our Aﬀection to the Object: 2. Moderation 
in the uſe of the Object of our Appetite. The want 
of the former, robs God of that Aﬀetction , or mea- 
ſure of Love, which we owe to him: When any 
thing is loved beyond the proportion or meaſure due 
tit, it muſt needs invade the Love a Man ov's to 
God, and fo places that Object in the place of Gor, 
Tis Covetouſnels becomes Idolatry, Epheſ. 5. 5. 
Giuttony becomes Idolatry ; Whoſe Ged is their Belly : 
For that which hath the maſtery of our Love, hath che 
command of the whole Man: and if my Love to 
the Objects of my ſenſual Appetite want that due 
ſubordination to the Love I owe to God, or exceed 
that due proportion that I owe to them; when any 
ſervice I owe to God, or any office I owe to Man, 
comes in competition with the ſatisfaction of my ſen- 
fual Appetite , I ſhall negle& the Duty I owe to 
God or Man. The want of the latter, is when we 
uſe them in ſuch a meaſure, as is either beyond the 


convenience of our Nature, or beyond the conve- 
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mency of our Condition : the former 15 Intempe. 
rance, and deſtroys the Body the latter is Prodigz- 
lity or Profuſenels , and waſtes the Eſtate: the dif- 
penſation of God's Providence in Externals, ought 
to be the meaſure art leaſt, beyond which , we 
mult not go in the uſe'of Meats and Drink. Again, 
under this Rule, is prohibited the making Provj- 
{10n for the Fleth, exciting the Appetite beyond 
its natural diſpoſition by Meats, Drinks, and Provo- 
Cations. | 

3. Unſeaſorably : This, though it exclude not the 
con(iderations of the places where, and Perſons with 
whom we converſe, yet it principally looks upon 
the time of our action, as that ſtands qualihed or cir- 
cumſtantiated. God hath allowed me a comfortable 
and liberal ufe of his Creatures , as well for Delight 
as Necellicy; but ule not that liberty upon theſe 
Seaſons : 1. | VWhen God's Providence hath fer a 
mark of Sadnels upon the Seaſon, 1/x. 22. 12. Tn that 
' aay aia the Lord of hoſts call to weeping and to monruing, 
ara behzli joy ana gladneſs, &C. 2. When either God 
by his Word, or Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Conſticutions 
or Cuſtoms . or thy own particular Dedication hath 
ſe: apart a time for religious Abſtinence or Duty : 
3. When the. ordinary occations of thy Profeſſion, 
Calling, or temporal Employment , permit 1t not 
without inconvenience to thy ſelf or others. 

[1 order to: our fſenſua] Appetite, are thoſe Aﬀe- 
ons which are carried towards thole things that are 
{ublſervient thereunto: and theſe Aﬀections we find 
in che Bruit Creatures ; The Ants, 4 people not ſtrong, yet 
gather tizey their meat in ſummer, Prov. 30. 25. 
fiom the fame proceecs their defire of maſtery one 
over another. | As the former is for Proviſion for 
their Appetices , 1o the latter is for their Protection 
of tac Proyilion, or taemſelves , 1n their acquiring 
, | | "1-1 aus 
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2uſe of it: Anſwerable to which in Man are thoſe 
two Deſires, of Wealth, which we call Coverouſneſs, 
and of Poiver, which we call Ambition. Neither of 
theſe but is converſant about thoſe things, which are 
meerly uſeful, either for the Supplies of the ſenſual 
Appetite, or protection of thole Supplies in us, or 
our Poſterity. 

 Youching thoſe Deſires, we ſay, as of the former; 
that they are not in them(e]ves unlawful : for as the 
Divine Diſpenſations hath appointed our natural Life 
ro be ſupported and defended by theſe external Pro- 
vitions3 1o he hath diſperted thoſe (ſupplies in the 
World, and given us Appetites to them, and ap- 
pointed means to acquire them : They are his Bleſ- 
ſings, and we are commanded to be induſtrious in 
ſerving of the Divine Providence in the acquiring of 
theſe things, Dent. 8. 18. Ut is he that giveth thee power 
to get wealth, Deut. 28.8, &c. He ſhall command the 
Leſſing upon thee in thy ſtore-hoyſes , he ſhall make thee plen- 
teous in goods, the Lord ſhall make thee the head, and not 
the tail. Prov, 6.6. the wile Man ſenderh the Slug- 
eard to the Ant; and it pleaſed God oftentimes to 
give unto thoſe, who were his ſincere Servants, a great 
meaſure both of Wealth and Honour; and a lawful 
and {ober Induſtry to acquire them 1s not only permit- 
ted, but commanded and injoyned: He that provideth 
xot for his own houſe, is worſe than an infidel, 

The Errors concerning theſe AfﬀeCctions are as in 
the former, 

1. Inconſraerateneſs 1 the proſecution and uſe of 
them: Thele things are not delirable for themſelves, 
but in order to ſomething elſe; and they are in them- 

| ſelves more remote from our Nature than the imme- 
diate Oojects of our Senſes, and yet we are not to 
delire them for their own ſakes, but in order to that 
End, for which that Deſire is put into us, +#z. the 
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preſervation of our Beings and Species: bur Wealth 
and Honour, and the deſire of it is therefore pur ins 
co us , in order to thoſe immediate Objects of our 
Senſe : We are to defire Meats and drinks, in 01 Cer to 
the preſervation of our Lives: And we are to G«tire 
Wealth'and Riches, in order to the ſupply of Mea: 
and Drink: And as we are not in common Reajon 
to make Eating the End of our Eating , ſo much le; 
are we to make Wealth and Riches the End of our 
being Rich. Ir is more diſtant and remote from the 
necethity of niy Nature to be rich, than to be fed 
yet both are but inſtrumental, though in a different 
order, and therefore muſt be fo defired and proſecuted. 
And as this conſideration 1s to be in the gaining of 
Wealth, fo it muſt be in the uſe of it : Sy/om0z rells 
us of this Vanity, Eccleſ. 6. 2. A Man to whom God 
hath given Riches, Wealth, and Honour , ſo that 
he wanteth nothing of all that his Soul defireth, yer 
God giveth him not power to eat thereof : As Ec- 
clef.. 4. $. there was no end of his Labour, neither 
was his Eye ſatisfied with Riches in his purſuit of 
them, ſo he makes not that rational uſe of them for 
which they were given : he deſired ro be rich, be- 
cauſe he would be rich ; and being arrived to his End, 
he cannot find in his Heart to employ thein to thoſe 
Ends, for which alone they are only valuable. And 
25S this incontideratenets of the End of them 1s to be. 
avoided, fo the want of conſideration of the Author 
of them, which ſhould carry up our Hearts with 
Thankfulneſs to the God , who giveth us power to 
get Wealth, who putteth down one, and ſetterl up 
another ; and not to ſacrifice to our own Nets, or 
maegnifie our own Delervings or Wiſdom; but to 
walk humbly , | and thaakfully, and ſoberly, as in the 
preſence of that God, that hath made us Stewards, 


2nd but Stewatids, of thoſe Exrernals, and to =_ 
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ploy them in ſuch a way as may be moſt agreeable 
ro our Maſters Will, moſt conducible to our Ma- 
ſters Honour , and moſt becoming our Maſters Pre- 
ſence. 

2, Immoderation, 1. In our Care for them : 2. In our. 
Love to them; 3. In our Conkidence in them. 

I. In our Care: This proceeds from our Infidelity 
1nd Diſtruſt of God's All-lufhcience. When we con- 
ſider not that the Diſpenſation of things convenient 
ſor our Life is in his hands, and that the accommo- 
dation of them to our uſe is from the Word or Com- 
miſſion that he- gives them : an lives not by bread 
only , but by every word that proceeds from the month of 
Ged : Matth. 4. 4. It is from his hand that thou mult 
expect thy Bread, and thy Clothing, Gey. 28. 20. If 
God give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on : and it is 
from his Bleſſing and the Commiſſhon , which he 
gives to that Bread and that Raiment, that he gives 
thee, to be uſeful for thee, and accommodate to this 
Preſervation. And this Solicitouſnels, Care, and Di- 
ſtruſt, our Saviour forbiddeth and convinceth, Afrrh. 
6.25. Take no thought for your life, 5 2. for your heaven- 
h Father knoweth you have need of theſe things : Thy 
Care is but a tormenting Care it is but an unuſeſul 
and unprofitable Care : Thou.canit not by thy Care 
add to thy own Stature : It is an umpertinent Care, 
and a Care that belongs to another : thy -heavenly 
Father knoweth thou haſt need of all theſe things : 
he is thy Father, and therefore is willing to furniſh 
thee with what ſhall be convenient for thee; and he 
5 thy Heavenly Father, that wants not Power to do 
It: he can ſupply thee inthe ordinary way of his 
Providence : and, if there be need, he can do it by the 
extraordinary work of his Power : he can command 
Water out of a dry Rock , as to the //-aelites;, or out 


of a dry Bone, as to Samſon : he can give thee ; mas 
| rom 
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irom Heaven; he can feed E/jah by a Raven: and 
can extend the Widows Barrel of Meal and Cruiſe of 
Oyl, as large as the time and exigence of her Neceſ- 
ſity. Save thy (elf cherefore the trouble of an un- 
neceſſary Care , but commit thy way unto the Lord : 
Trult alſo in him, and he ſhall bring it to paſs. Thy 
Care may rob thy ſelf of thy quietne(s, and may rob 
thy God of his due; but it is thy Dependance only 
wg: him, that can with eaſe and contentedne(s ſup- 
ply thy wants : Diligence and Induſtry in that law- 
ful Employment , wherein his Providence hati1 pla- 
ced thee, is thy Duty, and therefore obſerve it : 
bur Sollicitouſne(s and Anxiouſnels 1s thy Sin, and 
therefore avoid it: Learn ro obey him in what he 
commands; and learn to wait upon him in what he 
promiſes. 

2. Inonr Love: Set not thy Heart upon thy Wealth, 
Pſal. 62. 10. nor make it thy Treaſure: for if thou 
doſt, it wil! be: maſter of thy Heart; for where thy 
Treaſure is, there will thy Heare be, Math. 5. 21. 
2nd if thy Heart be full of thy Wealth, there will 
be no room for thy God, Marth. 6. 24. Te canmmt 
{erve God and Mammon: and, If any Man love the world, 
the Love of the Father is not in him, 1 Joan 2. 15. It the 
World have thy Love, it will command thy Service, 
and controll whatſoever oppoleth that Command, and 
break through all thoſe Fences which ſeem to bridle 
or hedge in the purſuit of that World, which thou fo 
loveſt : Hath God fer apart a time for his own Ser- 
Vice? thy love of the World will rob him of his own 
time, Ames $. 5. When ſhall the new moon be gone, that 
we may ſell corn? and the ſabbath, that we may ſet forth 
wheat? and in the day of his faſt thu wilt exatt all th 
l:rbewrs, Ifa. 58. 3. Doth he require a portion of 
our Goods for his Service > thou wilt be ready to 


rod God of his Portion, al. 3. 8. or deceive him 
FO in 
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in it, and ſacrifice: to the Lord a corrupt thing , 4«- 
lach. 1.14, Hath he ſet apart a peculiar place for his 
Worſhip? thou wilt be ready with 7eroboarn, to ſet up 
Calves in Dan and Bethel, 1 Kings 12. 26, tO {ecure 
thy ſelf in the enjoyment of thy temporol Advantage: 
Hath he imprinted his own Superſctiption and Image 
upon Man, with a ſtrict prohibition of the viola- 


tion of that Image? Ge». 9. 6. Yet if thou become 


one, that is greedy of Gain, it will prompt thee to 
rake away the Lite of the Owner, that thou mayelt 
be his Succeſſor, Prov. 1. 19. &: Job 31. 39. Ic will 


make thee grind the faces of the Poor, ſell them for 


a pair of old Shoes, ſer Juſtice to ſale, fell thy Ma- 
ſter with 7=das, for a ſmall inconſiderable Gain. 
And thus the Love of the World is the root of all 
evil: for as all the Good in Man, is the Conformity 
ro the Will of God, fo whatſoever interrupts this 
Conformity, muſt needs be an original of Evil; and 
this is done by the Love of thezWorld, which makes 
a Man reje& this Conformity , when it is inconſiſtent 
with that imperious Love of the World. 


3. 1s our Confidence : And this is always a concomi- 


rant of our Love to them, and our Care for them: for 
cheſe grow- out of a miſtaken over-valuation of them : 
and as that carries on our care for them, and love of 


them, ſo in the fruition of them upon this miſtaken 


Eſtimate, grows a Confidence in them , P/al. 49. 6. 
They truſt in their wealth, and boaſt themſelves in the 


multitude of their riches, Prov. 18. 11. the rich man's 


wealth is his ſtrong city, and as an high wall in his own 
conceit, And this was the ground of the rich Man's 
ſolacing himſelf in the Goſpel : Thow haft enough taid 
up for many years, eat, drink and be merry, And from 
hence it is likewiſe, that Covetouſnels is Idolatry : for 


that is in truch thy God, upon which thou moſt ' 


cruſteſt : if in a time of Proſperity thy Confidence is 


high, 


a" 
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high, and built upon thy Power , or thy Wealth, or 
thy carnal PB hoea Jes: and if in the diſſipation of 
theſe, thy Soul dies within thee, and thy Hope is 
fike the giving up of the Ghoſt, it is plain, the World 
is thy God; for. thy Confidence doth riſe and fall, 
and live and die with it. Therefore take heed of 
laying the weight of thy Confidence upon the World, 
Pſal. 62. Truſt nit in oppreſſion, 8&C. Power belongeth only 
to God, Prov. 11.14. Aches prefit nothing in the day of 
wrath, 1 Tim. 6. 17. Charge them that are rich in this 
world, that they be not high minded , nor truſt in uncertain 
riches, If God give thee Wealth and Riches, look 
upon them as his Blefling, and look upon that good 
and uſefulneſs that is in them, as that which comes 
not from themſelves, but from the Bleffing of God, 
and which he can when he pleaſe, withdraw from 
them; and then they will be fo far from being a 
ground of Confidence, as that they will be thy ſnare, 
and occaſion of thy ruine, and not a foundation of thy 
ſtrength : Look upon them as things that cannot be- 
nefit thee in themſelves whiles thou haſt them, un- 
leſs he makes them inſtrumencal , and as things which 
will not abide wich thee, when he calls for thee or 
for them : for Riches make themſelves wings and flee away, 
Prov. 23. 5. If thou lean upon them, they are a 
Reed, and fink '\under thy Confidence, and a bro- 
ken Reed that will hurt thee in thy Dependance upon 
chem : They will diſappoint thy Confidence in them, 
and thy Confidence in them will pierce thee, fer. 2. 3, 
The Lord hath rejefted theſe thy confidences, and thor ſhalt 
not proſper in them, . 

3. Unſeaſenableneſs : 1, Tn thy Order of ſeeking of 
them : ſeek them not in the firſt place; bur ſeek tart 
that one thing which is neceſlary : Ir is not neceſſary 
for thee to be rich, but it 15 neceſſary for thee to be 
ſaved. I.ct that which þ of thy greateſt ar 
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be the ſubject of thy firſt Endeayour , Matth. 6. 33. 
Seek firft the kingdom of God, and the righteouſneſs thereof, 
and ail theſe things ſhall he added uno you, Thou haſt but 
2 thort time here, and upon the improvement of thar 
lictle ſpan of time, depends thine everlaſting condicion 
of Happineſs or Mifery. And if thou imploy the firſt- 
fruits of = Life in the gain of chis World , which 
will certainly die with thee, if not before thee, who 
can tell, if thou ſhalt have time enough left for the 
great Buſineſs of thy Soul? or if thou haſt, who can 
cl, whether that deceitful World , which hath robe 
bed thee of chat time, which was due to anothers 
Bufine(s , may not with much more eaſe harden thy 
Heart, and take up the whole time of thy Life, 
though thou ſhouldeſt live many ages? Bur if choa 
devote the firſt and choiceſt of thy endeavours to ch 
great Concernment, grant that the reſidue of thy 
Life be not ſufficient for thy Proviſions for thy felt, 
or thy Poſterity in this World, thy exchange is hap- 
-py , thou haſt ſecured an everlaſting weight of Glory, 
a Kingdom -immortal and undefiled, that fadeth nor 
away , in that time wherein perhaps thou mighteſt, 
or it may be thou mighteſt not, have gotten ſome 
{mall remporal Provition , which by this time thou 
art ready to leave, and thy immortal Soul left in an 
anxious, unſatisfied, unſafe Condition. Bur this is 
not all; though the gain of Eternity would infinitely 
Over-weigh the loſs of thoſe Temporals, which ic may 
be in this time, thou mighteſt have gotten; yer chou 
muſt know,thou ſerveſt fuch a Maſter, that whilſt thou 
obeyelt him in ſeeking thy chiefeſt good in the chiek-. 
eſt place, will not only give thee thac Eternity which 
thou thus ſeekeſt, but will add ungo thee the things of 
this Life, which yer thou neglecteſt : And whiles he 
gives thee that great and everlaſting Treaſure, which 
he commands thee to ſeek, will not deprive thee = 
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the Convemiences of this World, though thoy 
ſeekeſt them not, 4! rheſe things ſhall be added unto 
yow, And here learn a compendious and ſafe way 
of getting. the external Conveniences of the World; 
if thou labour firſt co be rich, thou mayeſt lote 
thy labour , and miſs of being what thou laboureſt 
co be ; but thou art ſure, or, at leaſt, likely ro miſs 
of being happy : but if thou firſt endeavour after 
Peace with God in Chriſt, thou art ſure. to atcain 
Bleſlednels hereafter , and thalt not want a conveni- 
ent Competency here. | 

2. As in the Order, fo in the Seaſons or Times of 
ſeeking after Wealth, when a Man ſhall! encroach 
upon thoſe times, which either by the Command or 
Diſpenſation of God , or thy own voJuntary Conſe- 
ſecrations, are acaicated to the ſervice of God, or of his 
Neighbour. It were bur equal, if he that is the Lord 
of oxr Times and of e«r Lives, thould require all our 
Time in his own immediate Service : but when he 
allows us unto our own occa(1ons , the greateſt part 
of our time, wherein we may do all that we have to 
do, and requires a ſmall portion of our timegor his 
immediate ſervice, and that alſo for our own ever- 
laſting advantage . it is the higheſt ſacriledge tro God, 
and injury to our (elves, to ſteal that from him, which, 
while we do 1t, we rob our felves. I thank God, I 
ever found, that in the ſtricteſt obſervation of the 
times of his Worthip, I ever met wich the beſt Advan- 
tage to my worldly Occaſions, and that when ever 
my worldly Occaſions incroached upon thole times, 
Tever met with dilappointment, though in things of 
the moſt hopeful and probable ſucceſs . And ever let it 
be fo with me: It hath been, and ever ſhall be co me, a 
Conviction beyond all Argument and Demonſtration 
vi hatloever, That God expects the obſervation of his 
Times, and that 3wiullt I tind my (elf thus dealt ps 
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God hath not given over his care of me. It would 
be a ſad preſage unto me, of the ſevere anger of my 
Maker , if my inadvertence ſhould caſt 'me upon a 
cemporal Undertaking upon his ru and that it 
ſhould proſper. The End of Wealth, is to ſupply 
che Exigence of our Nature in Food and Raiment : 
and when God did in an extraordinary way ſupply 
che latter, without the aſſiſtance of the former, to the 
Iſzaclites by Manna, the ſeventh Day was without 
Manna and the ſixth Day ſupplied that defe& with 
2 double proportion, Exe4. 16. 29. And I ſhall ne- 
ver doubt , but che ſame Providence will in the 1x 
days of the Week, improve my Endeavours, one in 
ſeven, though I reſt upon a ſeventh day from my 
own Occaſions; for, The earth is the Lords, and the 
fulneſs thereof, and it 1s he that gives power to get 
Wealth, I/a. 58. 13. If thou turn thy foot from the ſab- 
bath , from doing thy pleaſure upon my holy day, and call 
the ſabbath a delight , the holy of the Lord, honourable, 
and ſhalt honour him , net aoing thine own ways , nor find- 
ing thine own pleaſure , nor ſpeaking thine own words, then 
ſhalt thou delight thy ſelf in the Lord, and I will canſe 


thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee 


with the heritage of facob thy father , for the month of the 
Lord hath ſpoken it. © Blefled Lord, that requires but 
*a portion of our time, and that alſo for our own 
© advantage; and whilt thou chereby doſt improve 
* our everlaſting Bleſſedneſs , thou doſt nor deny our 
* temporal Benefit, but doſt make even that por- 
* tion of time that we ſpend in thy ſervice , an im- 
© provement of the reſt of our time for our temporal 
* Advantage. = 6 

And what we fay concerning that portion of our 
time , which: we ſequeſter co God from -our out- 


ward Occaſions , the ſame we may ſay concerning 
Ft that 
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t24t portion of our Wealth or Eſtate , which we give either 
zo his ſervice, or by his command : When thou denyeſt 
either, thou mayeſt look for much, and it may 
cone to little : by thou bringelt it hcme, he will 
blow upon it, Hagg 1. 9. That which is detained from 
works of Piecy or Charity, will eat holes in thy Bag, 
and let our it ſelf and the reſt ; which had it been 
daily beſtowed, it would have preſerved the relt, 
and returned with increate, Malachi 3. 10, Bring all 
the rithes into the ſtore-honiſe, that there may be meat 1n my 
bowſe, and prove me naw herewith, ſaith the Lora of hoſts; 
2f 1 will not open unto you the windows of heaven, and 
pour ont a bleſſins, that there ſhall net be room enough to 
receive it, Prov. 23. 27. He that giveth to t'e poor, ſhall 
not lack, Prov. 19. 17, He that hath pit on the poor, 
tenacth unto the Lord, and that which he hath given, will 
be pay him again. Thou owelt all thou haſt to thy 
Maker, and if thou (houldeſt give him all thou halt, 
thou giveſt him but his own, 1 Chror. 29. 14. He 
- calls to thee but for a part of what he hath lent thee, 
and yer he is pleaſed (o far to accept thy chearful 
obedience herein , that he is pleaſed ro become thy 
debtor , even for that which thou owelt him : This 
is thy honour, and this will be thy profit : thou ſhalt 
receive thy Loan with advantage : I can ſafely, and 
without vanity ſay , I have hitherto found chis Truth 

exactly fulfilled : In thoſe Weeks and Years where- 
in I have thus fowed ſparingly , I have even in Tem- 
porals, reaped ſparingly : and I ever found, when 
my hand was: moſt liberal, I never loſt by it, but 
found a return an hundred fold more than my ex- 
pence: And the Bread that I have thus caſt _ 
the Waters, I found it within a few days. God 
 fotbid, that I ſhould look upon it as the merit of 
ny Charity, for it was his own; or that I Oe 
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be therefore charitable, becauſe I expeRted a tem- 
_ poral Reward; for I have therein bur done my 
duty , and am therein an unproficable Servant : Bur 


I bets God, that hath made good this Truth of his, 
even to my ſenſible and frequent Experience. 
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CHAP. XNA 


Of Sanitification in refererce to our Netghboar, 
viz. Righteouſneſs, the Habit and Rule of it. 


wild HE ſecond general, wherein our Sanctifica- 
tion conſiſts, is Righteouſneſs, viz. thar juſt 
temperature of Mind, and conſequently of our Con- 
verſation that reſpe&eth other den: Herein we will 
conſider, 1. The Habit it ſelf , or habitual Righte- 
ouſneſs. 2. The Rule of ic. 3. The Parts of it. 

1. The Habit it ſelf: it is a frame and temper of 
Mind ariſing from the Love of God, to give every 
Man his due, according to the Will of God. The 
great Duty thac the Creature owes to his Creator, is 
Love : Thow ſhalt love the Lord with all thy Heart : and 
this as hath been ſhewn, is the firſt and great Com- 
mandment , and the firſt and moſt nataral Duty and 
Bond that can be : the Conſequence of this Love, is 
the doing all the good we can unto .him, and for 
him , from whom we receive our Being : now all 
the good we can do him, is bur to-pleaſe him, to, 
be conformable to his Willz for it! is impoflible, 
that any thing can contribute any thing £o 'hm) that is 
infinitely full : all rhe good we can dohum therefore, 
and all the expreſſions 0 OI IARED 
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viz, A free ſubjection and. obedience to his Will, 
And becaule we tind this Righteouſneſs, and Juſtice, 
and Love to our Neighbour, 1s commanded by him 
and is evidenced to his Will, both by that natural 
inclination that he hath pur in us, by the diſpenti- 
tion of his Providence, whereby he makes every 
Man uſeful and beneficial co another in this way of 
mutual Juſtice, and by his written Word , whereby 
he exprefly requires itz this Cardinal and fundamen- 
tal motion of the Soul, »:z. the Love of God, doth 
prctently. conclude, that fince that great God to 
whom I owe my ſelf, and all my Love, and all my 
Obedience , requires this duty at my hands , though 
I could feeno reaſon for 1t, I would prefently ſub- 
mit unto much more, when there is ſo much reaton 
for it, as indeed God doth not require my Obedi- 
ence in any thing, bur if it be well confidered , is 
molt admirably conſonant to ſound Reaſon, and to 
my own advantage; Dent. 4. 6. Keep therefore, and ao 
them, for this is your wiſaom and your unaerſtanding in 
the fight of the nations : to that the foundation of ha- 
bitual! Riphreouſnels is Love ro God ; the Conſe- 
quence of that Love to God is a rational , univerſal, 
and voluntary Obedience to his Will and Com- 
mand; the Command of God, next to Love to 
himſelf, is to love our Neighbours 3 the expreſſion 
of that Love is in acts of Righteouſneſs and Juſtice 
to them: hence tt is called the ſecond great Com- 
 mandment, the great Injunction that Chriſt gave to 
his followers, the fulfilling of the whole Law. - 

2 The Rwle of Righteouſneſs : In our original Con- 
dition , God gave unto Man a Rule of Ciakceonl. 
nels by the unmediate impreſſion and revelation of 
his own. Mind 'unto him, and inclination to ſubmit 
to it. Aad this, although ic was much defaced, 
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yet. was not wholly taken away by his Fall. So 
much was by the Divine Providence conveyed from 
Man to Man as left the Offender without excuſe. 
But as the River ran farther from the Fountain ; fo 
it became more foul and polluted, the (ins of Men 
conteſting with , and corrupting by degrees that tra- 
ditional Righteouſneſs, which was derived from Man 
to Man: But the merciful God was pleaſed , as the 
{ins and corruptions of Mankind did make breaches 
into this Rule of Righteouſnels, and corrupted the 
manners of Men; ſo he was pleaſed in the ways of his 
Providence, to repair it in ſome meaſure in all Ages, 
raiſing up Prophets and Preachers of Righteouſneſs, as 
Neah was tothe old World, exciting, and by his power- 
ful and wiſe Spirit, enabling Men to make Laws and 
Conſtitutions 1n States and Kingdoms, which though 
they were not of his own immediate dictating, yer 
he attribures too littie to the Wildom and Provi- 
dence of God, that doth attribute the-inventing and 
compoſing of thoſe uſeful and righteous Laws, even 
among the Heathen, to the meer Wiſdom and dit- 
covery of Men; when he himſelf leads us up unto 
himſelf, even in the low Praje&ions of the Plow- 
man, 1/a. 38. 26. For his God doth inſtrutt him to diſcre- 
tion, and doth teach him, - It 1s true, that there is a kind 
of natural Conſonancy of the Rules of Juſtice and 
Righteouſne(s to the well being of Men, and Socie- 
ties of Men; as is moſt evident, both where that Ju- 
ſtice is, and where it is notz and by the obſervation 
of the now aged World, and of the ſucce(s and mo- 
tions of Mankind . much may be colleted both of 
the - Necefficy of Righteouſneſs. and of the Parts ' 
and Particulars wherein it conſiſts : But God yet 
more careful of his Creature, hath not lefr us to 
our own Collections , WON the varieties of Man- 
3 ners, 
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ners, the growth of Sin and Corruptions , atid onr 
own Blindnefs may deceive us, or perplex us, but 
hath aver us «4 written Rate of Righteouſnefs , the 
Word of the Old and New Teſtaments. He hath 
thewed thee , O'man, what is good , Micah 6. 8. Dexte- 
ronom, 30. 14. The word is very nigh thee, in thy 
mouth , and in thy heart , that thou mayeſt ao it : Now 
the Word of God is Conſtderable as a Rule of Righte- 
| oulnels, , 

1. Abſolutely , and in it felf: and therein it is 
conliderable, how the Law Moral , Ceremonial, 
and Judicial alone, or joyned with the Expofitions 
and Counfels of the Goſpel, are a Rule of Righte- 
Oulſnels. 

2. Relatively : and thns the Word of God ſends 
us to two other, but fubordinare Rules : 

1. Subjeftion tO Humane Laws : Be obearent to every 
Ordinence of Mas for Conſcience fake, 1. Pet. 2.13. 

2. Conſcience 1n that great Rule, YFhatſcever ye would 
that men ſhould db unto yo, that do you unto them, 

1. The firſt Conſideration : the Scripture, as it 1s 
the Rule of all Divine Truth, fo it is a perfeR Rule 
of Righteouſneſs, both rowards God and Man, 
2 Tim 7. 16. All Scripture is piven by inſpiration of 
Gea, . and is profitable for adftrine, for reproof , for corre- 
ton, for inſtruftion in Righteouſneſs , that the man of 
God may be perfett, thronghly furniſhed to every good 
wiri. There wants nothing in the Rule to acquire 
Perteftion, though by reafon of the defect in ' the 
{ubjct. it cannot be attained. 

1. The Law of God' is a Rule of Righteoul(- 
neſs, viz, the Adoridl Law, It 1S true, in theſe two 

'OCderations, the Law: is not binding to the 
-, or lnce che coming of Chriſt, to the 
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7. It is not binding to the Gentiles as a Covenant? 
for ſo it was in a particular.nianner given to''the 
wr , and not ro the Gentiles, The 'Extergal''Co- 
venant on the Peoples part , was'an/ Obediame to 
the whole Law, given by Moſes; the Covenant on 
God's part, was to be their God, and bleſs them. 
And this, as it was never a Covenant' between 
God and other Nations , till incorporated into that 
Society, ſo alſo as a Covenant, 1t was abrdgared 
by Chriſt, who came-to make a New Covenanc 
berween God and Man; New, not in the purpoſe 
of God, for it was his purpoſe from all Eternity x 
nor yet in the Subſtance and Efficacy of it, for the 
whole Frame of the Law, and of all thoſe Cere- 
monies, were in order to Chriſt , and the Obedi- 
ence to them , received their acceprtion in hun; bur 
New in the manner of the exhibition, the Subſtance 
it felf was unvailed, viz. Chriſt, che. manner of 
partaking of ,his Benefit, more clearly difcover- 
ed, viz, Faith: fo then the ſubſtantial Covenant 
with the 7ews under the Law , 'and fince the coming 
of Chriſt, is one and the fame, Chriſt Jeſs; the 
manner of the exhibition -or : external manifeſtation 
thereof under the Law, was as a Covenant of 
Works , which is ſince rather expired, than'abo- 
liſhed, for the prefixed time, which God in his 
Wiſdom and Providence had pre-determined ; expi- 
red by the promulgation of chat ſubſtantial Sacritice, 
Chrift Jeſus. x po | 

2. The Moral Law, as it was promuiged and given 
to that People, doth not bind farcher than any ©- 
ther part of the Judicial or Ceremonial Law: and 
therefore extends not farther than the 7ewi/ſh Com- 
monwealth : Bur as that Laiy ſo promulged , did in- 


clude that Natural Recticnde , which was once given 
Ff 4 unto 
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unto all Mankind, fo it binds us, and is a Rule of 
Righteouſnels to us : and though that enacting of it 
among.the 7ew-s, is not the formal cauſe of its Qb- 
ligation upon us Genti/es; yet it doth ſerve as a pro- 
inulgation or. manifeſtation of it, and leaves even 
that part of the Genres, unto whom it came , more 
unexcuſable in its diſobedience , becauſe by a Re. 
_ velation from Heaven , and by the Diſpenſation of 
_ Providence, it is moſt clearly manifeſted unto 

them. | 
So then queſtionleſs, the Moral Law , thougi gi- 
ven tothe fews, is a Rule of Righteouſneſs ro 21, 
becauſe'ic contains thoſe Precepts, that are naturally 
and intrinſecally Good , and Right, and Juſt for all 
Men to obſerve. And though Chriſt came to take 
It away, as a Covenant of Works, and conſequent- 
ly, the condemning power of ic, which was the 
Enmity , Epheſ. 2. 17. yet he came not to take it 
2way, as a Rule of Righteouſneſs : Thus Heaven 
and Earth ſhall firſt paſs away, before one jor , or 
tictle of the Law jhall paſs away, /arth. 5. 18. 
And we fee plainly that the Saviour of the World, 
his Preſcriptions of Holineſs, doth not only rein- 
force the Law, but ſuperadds a more ſpiritual, pure, 
and high Obſervation , than the Letter it ſelf in- 
joyns, Aatth. 5. He came to aboliſh the Ceremo- 
mes of the Law, not as things unholy in their In- 
ſtitution, bur as uſeleſs, becauſe the Subſtance was 
come : He came to take away the Curſe of the 
Law from ſuch as believe, by ſatisfying for 1t; and 
che Condemning Power of the Law, in caſe of de- 
ſault of an exatt Obedience by fulfilling it for us; 
But he took it not away, as a Rule to guide us ; for 
thus the Apoſtle witneſlſeth ro ir , Rows. 7. 12. that 
it is Holy, Juſt, and Good; and diſobedience to it, 
is 
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is a mortal fin 1n it ſelf, though by the Satisfaction 
of Chriſt, it is become not deadly to them : Every 
Sin we colmpnit againſt this Righteous Rule, even 
afrer our Converſion, requires the Blood of the 
Son of God to waſh it away, . otherwiſe it were 
deadly. We have a double Obligation to the Mo- 
ral Law, as a Rule of our Obedience, 1. As it 
is a Rule of natural Juſtice : 2. As ir is inforced, 
and as it were re-enacted by the Command of our 
Saviour. 

Now as touching the Ceremonial Law, though in 
particular , and the matter of 1it,. it be (o far from a 
Rule of Righteouſneſs co us, that ic were an a& of 
higheſt injury to our Saviour , to practile it, yet 
there wants not an ule of it, eſpecially amungl(t others 
in theſe particulars : 1. That an exact preciſe Obedi- 


ence is required where God commands , though we 


ſee not, it may be, the particular Reaſon: the: very 
Snuffers, and Coverings, and Tunes, and all other 
Circumſtances muſt be exattly obſerved. When 
God commands, there 1s no diſputing of, or varying 
from his Injun&ions: 2. That in all our approaches 
to the moſt holy God, we muſt endeavour to bring 
our Conſciences, and Hearts, and Lives as clean as 
may be: he is a holy God, and will be ſanctified 
by all them that draw near to him: And this was 
meant by their waſhings, and purifyings, and clzan- 
ſings in caſes of even nacural defilements. 3. That 
he is a God that-is pleaſed with Order , Decency, 
and Comelineſs in his Service, ſo as it be agreeable 
to his own Word and Will, without Idolacrous Su- 
perſtitions or Will-worſhip. | 
And as to. the Judicial Law, though in the Letter 


of it, it was the Law for that People, yer ic doth 


doth contain an exemplary Wiſdom and J ny 
tat 
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that theſe Laws, that were not particularly fired for 
that Nation, and the Circumſtances of their Condition, 
may be Examples and Patterns for the ISws of other 
States; and do include a pom deal of natural Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſs ; yet the expreſs Text of the Ju- 
dicial Law, did not eve in all caſes emergent in that 
Common-Wealth , eſpecially concerning tranſlaticns 
of Properties and Intereſt. And in theſe the Civil 
Magiſtrate did determine according to the Rules of 
natural Juſtice and Convenience of the Common- 
Wealth, and by the extraordinary direction and afſi- 
ſtance of God, vide Exod. 18. 26. 

| And as thus the Laws of the fews, contained Rules 
and Directions in Natural Juſtice: beeween Man and 
Man ; fo the /acred Hiftory, the Directions of the 
Prophets , {upply us with farther manifeſtation of the 
Will of God in the matters of Juſtice between Man 
and Man : and do enforce them home upon the 
Conſcience. When we fee that great obſervation 
che Almighty God cakes of the juſt or unjuſt Con- 
verſation of Meniby his imminent Judgments and Re- 
wards, which we find in the ſacred Hiſtory , attend- 
ing either praftice , whereby he owns even Civil 
Tuſtice to be as it were his Creature , and doth Pa- 
rronize and maintain it: ſuch were his Antmadver- 
ſions upon breach of Covenant with the Grbeonites, 
2 Sam, 21, upon Murder and Opprefſion in Ahab 
and 1n his Houle, I Kings 21. 19, upon Cruelty and 
Ambition in the Poſterity of 7eh#, Hof. 1. 4. of Adul- 
_ tery and Murder in David, 2 Sam. 11. With divers 
other inſtances. of the like kind , do practicaily con- 
vince that Righteouſneſs between Man and Man, is 
a thing required, aſſerted, maintained, and the breach 
thereof avenged by the hand of God himſelf, when 


the Potency of the Offenders ſeem to exemrt wo 
rom - 
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from his inftramental Vindicaion., exerciſed by Men 
in aa-ordinary courſe of Juſtice. 

The Goſpel comamys'a moſt excelienc Rale of Righ- 
reoulneſs : x. In the Example of Chriſt, one of whole 
Ends in aſſuming of our Fleſh , was to exhibit him- 
ſelf a Pattern» of Holinefs cowards God, and me 
owſnets cowards Man. And thus the war of our 
Saviour's Life' is a Rule of Righteouſneſs in his 
Meeknelſs, Match. 11.29, Learn of me , for I am meek : 
in his Humility, Philip. 2. 5. Let the ſame mind be in 
08; as was in Chriff Jeſs, &c. m his Patience under 
Afﬀliction or Perſecution, 1 Pet. 2. 11,12, 13. Becauſe 
Chrift hath alſo ſuffered for ns, [caving us an example ;, , 
who when he was veviled, 'reviled not, &c. mn Offices of 
Love and Charity towards our Brethren, John 13. 14, 
. 15. For I have given-yow an example, that ye ſhould do as 
I have dewe : my Jove and tendernefs towards others, 
Epheſ. 5. 112. Be ye follomevs of God as dear chnldaren, and 
watk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath Irved as, &C. in Obes 
dience to Parents, to Magiſtrates, in Liberality, 
in Compaſhon , in fweerneſs of Converſations in 
1 word, we may in his Life, frnd not only that ex- 
ternal Conformity to ele Divine Law, that God re- 
quires of us y but. ao 2 radical, habrual frame of 
Mind and Life in all Vetrue s ſo that we may plainly 
fee nt the comparing of his Life, with theſe Apoſto- 
lical Preveprs and DiteAions-comamed in the Epiſtles, 
that-the former was 2s it were the Text, and the 
latter, but ColleAions, or Animadverſtons upon it, 
reſrhing {the praftice of his Life inzy Precepts, and 
conchwding whae we ought-to be, by obſerving what 
he was and did. - God- intending 'to re-inftamp his ' 
Image npon Man, did ſend. his Son, the Image of 
the inviſible God, 2s a Seal inns the World , to im- 
print upon his FoloweFrhe Image of God, __ 

. CONLUTE 
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conſiſted in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. As 
in our Conformity to the Life of Chriſt, conſiſts our 
Righteouſneſs herez (o ſhall our Glory be hereafter, 
for we know, that when he ſhall appear, we thall be 
like him. j 

2. As thus the Hiſtory of Chriſt contains a Rule 
and Pattern of Righteouſnefs, ſo do the Preceprs and 
 Comnſels of the Goſpel contain a Rule of Righteouſ- 
neſs, and that more excellent than the Law : and 
that eſpecially in theſe particulars : 

1. In that it teacheth and infuſeth the true Prin- 
Fo of all Righteouſne(s , by ſhewing us the Love 
of God to us, and therewith commandeth, and chere- 
by begetteth Love to God again and in that Lave, 
and from it, doth teach and enable us to all the 
Duties of Righteouſneſs towards Men it diſcover- 
eth a greater and higher a& of God's Love -to us, 
than the Law did, becaule ic diſcovers his Gifts of 
Chriſt unto us, and with, and in him 811 things : and 
;t doth more diſtintly inform us in that Principle of 
Righteouſneſs in, and from the Love of God. - 

2, It diſcovers more effectual Motives and Incite- 
| ments unts this and all other duties, in reſpect; of our 
ſelves: The Law, having a ſhadow of good things 
co come, did inforce its Qbedience, by Promiſes of 
Temporal Advantages, 'and Threatnings of Tempo- 
ral Punithments; bur the Promiſes'of the Gaſpel and 
ics Threatnings are cf a higher and more operative 
nature, viz. Erernal Life and Eceroal: Wrath,. --- 

3. Ir doth 'improve the Commands and'-Prohibi- 
tions of the Law to its proper, yet ſpiricual and ſub- 
lime Senſe: for the Commands; or Prohibitions of 
the Law, ſeemed to reſpect more principally the out- 
ward AR; and though 1n truth it looked farther, for 
the Law in ſpiricual, yet the extent of it was Bk 5 

| Clearly* 
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clearly evidenced, till our Saviours Divine Comment 
upon it, Matth, 5. | 

4. It doth ſuperadd many »Precepts, not only of 
Righteoutnels cowards God , but even of Righte- 
outnels towards Man , that were not contained , 
or at leaſt, not ſo explicitly and poſitively as in 
che Goſpel : ſuch are Works of Mercy and Com- 
paſſion , Patience in Perſecution, Liberality towards 
others, loving our Enemies, abſtinence from Re- 
v«nge, Gentleneſs, Moderation, and right placing 
of our Aﬀections , contempt of the World, Humi- 
lity, and the like. "Theſe, though we find them com- 
mended in the paſſages of the Prophets and Pſalms; 
yet they are not (o diſtin&]y delivered , nor ſo bind- 
ing, and peremptorily injoyned, till we come to 
the Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who have 
put an equal neceſſicy upon his Diſciples to obſerve 
theſe, as thoſe other Injantions of the mere Law. 
The Phariſees , whoſe exact and rigid obedience to 
the Commands of the Law, was their ſtudy and pra- 
Ctice, yet our Saviour tells his Diſciples, That except 
their Righteouſneſs exceed that of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, they can in no wiſe be his Diſciples, nor enter in- 
to Heaven, Marth. 5.20, Now this exceeding of their 
Righteouſneſs conliſted in this,that is before obſerved: 
1. In an Obedience to the Commands of the Law in 
the ſpiritual intention and application of it: 2. In the 
practice of thoſe Vertues , which came not under che 
Letter of the Law, unto which he had before annex- 
ed his Beatitudesz Poverty of Spirit, Mourning, 
Meekneſs, Hungring after Righteouſneſs , Purity, 
Peace-making, Patience in Perſecution. Andin theſe 
four Particulars, eſpecially the Rule of Righteouſneſ: 
contained in the Goſpel,I cannot ſay exceeded the Law, 
but exceeded the manner or clearnelſs of = w_ 
eltation 
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feſtation of the Law; it having been che method of 
Almighty God ever ſince the Fall of Man, to. make 
ſeveral ſteps of &ſcoveries of his mind unto Man, and 
the latter, co contain a more eminent degree of Light 
chan the former : in Abrabam and the Patriarchs was. 
one ſtep, in the Law, a ſecond, 'in the coming of 
Chriſt in the Fleſh, a third , and m the ſending of the 
Holy Ghoſt, a fourth : and yer all contained one and 
che ſame truth, bue different degrees of manifeſtation. 

And as in theſe Particulars, the Rule of Righteouf- 
neſs contained in the New Teſtament , was. more 
clear and excellent chan- that of the Law, 1o in the 
fame and other reſpe&ts, it infinitely outgoes all the 
Rules and Dicates of Righteouſnebs contained in the 
Philoſophers. whoſe Rules were Traditions, which 
God by his Providence conveyed from Age to Age, 
| forthe ang and governing of Mankind, and thoſe 

improved by the Wiſdom, and ſevere and poliſhed 
J ents of Men, to whom God had given a great 
meaſure of Reaſon and Truth', to whom he gave ſo 
mach Light, as might leave the World unexcuſable in 
their diſobedience, yet reſerved ſo much from them 
25 might glorifie his Son to be one that was a Teacher 
(nc from God, and none tanght like him. 
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Of the general Precepts of Righteouſneſs given 
by Chriſt : and 1. Lovins our Neighbour as 


or ſelf. 


OW as in our Duty towards God, Chriſt doth 
not only deliver unto us many ſpecial and par- 
ticular Duties, but alſo delivers ſome ſhort general 
Precepts, which are eafie to be remembred , and do 
include our whole Duty to God: As chat of Marth. 
22. 37. Thon ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, 8c. 1o in the matters of Righteouſneſs and 
Juſtice rowards Mev, he doth not only deliver ſome 
ſpecial and explicite Duties , bur hath given us fome 
general Precepts, from whence a good Conſcience 
may eaſily deduce Cpncluſions applicable to every 
particular Action 'and Occaſion of our Lives in re- 
ference to others : Theſe are principally two, viz. that 
of Matth. 22. 39. taken out of Leviticus 19. 18. and 
again enforced by the Apoſtle, Row. 3. 9. Thou ſhalt . 
love thy neighbour as thy ſelf : and that other , which is 
but ia repetition of the former in different words, 
Matth, 7. 12, Therefore all things whatfoever ye won!d 
' #hat men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them, for this is , 
the Law and the Prophets : It is a Certain Rule, and eafily 
applicable to every Action of our Lives : becauſe if 
a Man will not wilfully blind himſelf. he is able to 
judge whether the Action he now doth or Irs 
e 
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be ſuch as he would be contented ſhould be done to 
him, were the Perſons and conditions changed. 

And becauſe theſe two great Rules are the beſt 
and cleareit diretion of our Conſciences, and the 
Conſcience is not regular , where it is nor confor- 
mable to theſe. Rules, we ſhall examine them more 
particularly. 57, 

Then as tothe firſt, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour 
as thy ſelf, wherein we muſt take this word Neighbour, 
2s our Saviour himſelf expounds it, that it includes 
every Perſon, of what Relation, or Condition ſoever, 
though a Perſon is my Enemy , therefore Marth. 5. 
43. our Saviour confutes that falſe Gloſs of the 
any Maſters , that did contradiſtinguith a Neigh- 
z0ur to an Enemy, and tells us, that an Enemy is to 
be the Object of our Love and Beneficence, Lwke 10. 
33. 4 few and a Samaritane, between whom there 
was not only a kind of civil and national Enmity, 
bur an Hatred grounded upon difference in Religion, 
in ſo much, that the Zews could not uſe a more bit- 
ter reproach againſt our Saviour, than to ſtile him 
2 Samaritan, fohn 8. 48. yet theſe were within the 
comprehenſion of this Command : So that whatſo- 
ever he be, whether knit unto me 1n any relation, 
or not, nay,, though extreamly contrary unto me 
either in civil Enmity, or in Religion, yer ſuch a 
Perſon is the ſubject of this Command. This being 
premiled, theſe chings are evidently conſequent upon 
this Command : 


I. That every Man is bound to love himſelf; 


2. That every Man is bound to love another, 
as he loves himielt. 


1. Concerning 
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1, «Concerning the'forrfier;"it is cb of Duty) 
and if it were - not ; 'a Mah” might: eaftlyidhhde this 
Precept :- for 'if I mightchate 'imy,/(etf), "the'rale and 
meaſure of -my Love 'ty my Ne&hbour were: loſt's 
cherefore a Love to'my ſelf; is implicitly*injoyn 
in this ' Pre&cept of 'out ' Saviour , as well fas in- the 
Inclinationiof- Nature; ' Eph] 5. 29, Nv wan'tver Hated 
his own fleſh : but the Errors of Self-love are-that Which 


Ls 


our Saviour-elſewhere ſo often reproves © ©: / -{ 

1, When a Man miſtakes, and- elteems that him- 
ſelf, which indeed is not 4--when'a Man takes'thar 
for an Eye\,'or a Hand, or' a 'Foor, wiz, parts' of 
himſelf, 'which indeed are not; Marth, 5. 29; When 
a Man ſhall make the -Juſt of his Eye, 'as:dear- as his 
Eye; and ehe'corruption of his Hand yia8-dearashig 
Hand : to: theſe our Saviout ebmmands'cryelty to be 
ſhewn ,/'to:be cut off ,/ and pulled out :-when a Man 
(hall miftake+ char old Man'that is in' him, -co'be him- 
ſelf, whict is\to be put off and cruvifrted; Ephe/? 4: 
22, and ſhall take- thoſe th' be members'of himſelf} 
which are members of ehe old Man , whith'are not 
to be loved; bue mortified, Celoſc'14.'55? Such is the 
diſorder and corruption of our Nature', that we 
_ elteem our Sins and Lufts tobe part of our Eſſentials; 
and thereby miſplace our Love upon ther; in- ſtead 
of our ſelves.” And this is a Self Love forbidden y 
nay , they are our only Enemies , Enemies that fighc 
agzinſt our Sduls, it OT BONG 

2. When/oour Love, thobph -ic -be-pattly''right. 
placed), yet-it «is either beyond the dane fnedſare and 

ropottion, 'vr” doth not rake'in onr whole! Selves : 

very one -i$ bound by ' the: Lawsiof God! and Na- 

ture, to'Joverhis own Fleſhy bur he that” fo-loverh 

his own Fleſh,:that he negle&s his Soul, -he loves 

not lis. whole ſelf, and CEInY , hach _— 
p e 
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lels love for himſelf than he ſhould have. Thus he that 
loſeth his Life, (hall fave it : That Man that for the ad- 
vantage of a temporal Life, much leſs for the ad- 
vantage of fome temporal Profit or Pleaſure , ſhal! 
hazard lus everlaſting Soul, loves himſelf le(s than he 
ſhould ; becauſe he prefers che temporary advantage 
of his worſe part before the eternal advantage of his 
better part. - 

3. When Love to a Man's ſelf wants the due 
ſubordination co our Love to God. The Good that 
is in God is infinite, and the Good that we receive 
from him, is the higheſt Good we are capable of : for 
our Being , which is our Capacity to receive any 
Good, and all the Comforts, Benefits and Conve- 
+ Hiences that fill up that Capacity, we receive from 
him; and therefore our Love to him, ought to take 
up the whole Compaſs and Capacity of our Soul, 
Thow ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy Soul , and with all thy might, the firſt and 
Fo Commandment, .MHatth. 22. 37. d as the 

ing of the Creature is a dependant Bang, ſo his 
own Love to himſelf, ought to be a ſubordinate 
Love to him, upon whom it hath his dependance, 
Luke 26, 14. If any man rome to me, and hate mot his fa- 
ther, &&C. yea, and his own life, he cannot be my diſciple. Yet 
ſuch is the wonderful Bounty and Wiſdom of the Will 
of God, that in Conformity thereunto, a man exactly 
conforms to: his own Happineſs. Our higheſt and 
moſt univerſal Love to God, is joyned with a true and 
exact Love to our ſelves 3 for he hath conjoyned the 
Happineſs of the Creature with the Duty to himſelf: 
Both yak al > bad 6, 2 p: W _—_ will 
loſe his life for my ſake , ſhall fina zt. It may {0 happen, 
that thy join to thy Saviour may not conſiſt with 
*by external Honour, Wealth, or Peace , nay _ 

wit 
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with the enjoyrhene of thy own Life; but it ſhall Ever 
conſiſt with the life and bleſſednefs of thy Soul unto 
all Eterfiity 3 and what can be an exchange equiva- 
lent to thy immortal Soul > Thus whilſt thoi hareſt 
chy Life, when the Love and Duty, thou oweſt to 
God, calls for it, thou doſt at once perform a double 
duty, of Love to God, and Love to thy (elf. 

2. From hence it appears, that in the relation be- 
tween my Neighbour and my ſelf , there is a priority 
of Love due to my (elf, to that Love I owe tom 
Neighbour: for the Love to my (elf is preſappoſed, 
and made the Rule of thar Love I owe to my 
Neighbour : therefore in an equality of Concern- 
ment to my felf and my Neighbour , I am to prefer 
my ſelf; as if this unhappy Neceſſity (hould lie upon 
me, either ro preſesve my own Life, or that my 
Neighbour muſt loſe his, and that witheur my faalt ; 
I may , I muſt prefer the ſaving of my own Life: 
But where there is an in&quality of Concernment, 
there the difficulty is great to difcover the meaſure 
of my Duty tro my Neighbour { de quibus infra, 

3. From henee it is evident, that I am bound to 
love my Neighbour. This is evident, and it is that 
great Command of the New Teſtament, 1 7» 4. zo. 

4. From hence it 15 evident, and it is the {cope 
ind ſubſtance of the Command, that we muſt love 
our Netghbour as our ſelves : Now chris word as, im- 
ports Equdlity : therefore it is conſiderable, how far 
this Equitity of Love to our Neighbotr as co onr 
ſelves; 15 fo be extended : | | | 

7. Our Love to'out Neighbout , mult be of equal 
Sincerity and Infegtity, with that Love a Man beats 
co hitmfelf : A Man loves himſelf ſincerely, he doth 
not pretefid, or beat a diffeinbled Love to himſelf, 
. but itis in good eariitft; Ry with his Heart? E "ak : 
| g 2 oOVe 
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love my Neighbour as truly, as I love my ſelf. This 
Is an Equality 'of Nature or Eſlence. 

\ 2, Our Love to our Neighbour, muſt be of the 
ſame order or method as our Love to our (elves: As 
we are to prefer our chiefeſt Good, before our tem- 
potal Good; and the good of our Souls, before that 
of our Bodies: ſo we ought to hold the faine order 
in the Love we thew to our Neighbour , Levir. 19, 
17. Thon ſhalt not hate thy brother ia thy heart, but 
ſhalt reprove him, There is ſometimes a merciful 
Cruelty to be thewn to our Brother , pulling: him 
out of the Fire , and holds reſemblance to the Love 
of God to us, that reproves, that he may not ſtrike ; 
and itrikes, that he may not deſtroy. And this is an 
Equality of Order. 

3. Bur an Equality of Degree 1s not required, as 
it {eems, and as 1s before touched : But though in 
an Equality we may prefer - our ſelves, yet when 
there 1S$ a diſproportion,. there in many cales vur 
Neighbour's Good is to be preferred before our 
own : | 
. 1. The ſalvation of our Neig1bour's Soul is to be 
preferred before the preſervation of our own tem- 
poral Life.: much more ought we to deny our ſelves 
1n thole things , which are onely uleful or plealing 
'to our Senle, if the ſalvation of anothers Soul is 
concerned in it. And-this was that which was meant, 
I ( or, 10, 24, I Cor, 8. 13. Aom. 14, 21. If meat 
make my brother offend, 1 will eat no fleſh while the world 
flavecth, leſt I make my brother offend. And as our 
Saviour laid down. his natural Life, to redeem our 
' everlaſting Souls from an eternal Death ; ſo hath he 
lef :he ſame for an Example and a Command to us, 
%mn 13. 34.. A new command 1 give unto you, that ye 
»* 8 0n8 Another , as 1 have loved you : He had before 
com- 
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commanded us , that we ſhould love our Neighbour 
as our ſelves : and becauſe we might cake ont that 
Leſſon by his Example: Chriſt, the Son of God, 
who had all perfe&tion in himſelf, and conſequently 
did , and muſt love himſelf z yet preferred the (alva- 
tion of our Souls , before the preſervation of his na- 
tural Life, to be in this an Example to us, that if 
the exigence of the ſalvation of my Brother's .Soul 
could not conſiſt with the preſervation of my own 
Life, I am bound to lay down that Life of mine, 
rather than his Soul ſhould be loſt, 1 Job» 3. 16. Here- 
by perceive we the love of God, becauſe he laid down his 
life for us, and we ought to lay dawn our lives for the 
brethren. 

2, We are by vertue of this Precept, to preſer 
the preſervation of our Neighbours temporal Life, 
which otherwiſe would inevitably happen , before 
our own Safety , the hazard whereof, may pothibly, 
but not neceſſarily endanger our own. This, among 
other Examples , is evidenced in the Example of 
Efther, Eſther 4. 16. A Decree was paſled for the 
Maſlacre of the fews, which would neceflarily have 
enſued, if there were not a ſpeedy prevention: the 
only means to prevent it, was Eſfthers Addrels to the 
King 3 and ſuch an immediate Addreſs, without an 
Invitation , was preſent Death by the Law, Efther 4. 
11, yet Efther reſolves in that Exigence , to-adven- 
ture her Life, Eſther 4.16, I will go unto the King, 
which 1s not acroraing to the Law , and if I periſh, I pe- 
iſh, So that although the Concernment be equal, 
my Neighbour's Life and my own Life, in which 
caſe, were there not a diſproportion of the . Dan- 
ger, I were bound to preſerve my own Life, ra- 
ther than to loſe it, with the preſervation of my 
Neighbours ; yer when the loſs of my Neighbour- 
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Life is necefliry without incurring ſoine danger of 
my awn, I am to truſt the good Providence of 
God with my own Life, in a dangerous Advene 
ture of ic, rather than ro ſee my Brother inevitabl 
perith. And the like propartian holds in matters & 
a lower Concermwunent. 

3- Therefore much more it fallows , that if the 
being of my Neighbour cannot conſiſt without the 
parting with ſomewhat that conſiſts with my ten- 
zoral well-being, I am to prefer my Neighbour's 
Yxeing, before my own wellbeing : Thus I am 
bound to loſe my Eſtate, rather than ſee my Neigh- 
bour loſe his Life, if my Eſtate would preſerve 
et. Bur this is ſtill intendible only , in caſe of an 
injurious taking away his Life: for if by the due. 
coutſe of Juſtice , my Neighbour's Life be requi- 
red, I am not bound to buy his Pardon with the 
expence of my whole Eſtate: and fo in caſe my 
Neighbour ſhall wilfully caſt away his own Life, 
in fach Caſes , there is a Latitude of Chriſtian 
Diſcretion left unto me, and I am not then a debtor 
to js Dp - 

4. If my Neighbour's Neceſſity come in compe- 
eition with my Convenience only, I am bound 
by this Law of Love to prefer my Neighbour's 
Neceſſity before my own Convenience. If there 
be a poor Man , whoſe Exigences are ſuch , that 
he hath; wherewith to preſerve Life only , but nor 
co fatisfie Nature and I have wherewith to fatif- 
fie the Exigences of my Nature, with ſome Advan- 
ragez I am bound our of that to ſupply his Ne- 
cetfity. | And! though my corrupted Reaſon may 

object, that my future Condition may ſtand: in 
need of | that , which I now part with to anorhers 
Neceſſity, we are in this, to truſt the Almighty, 
MT Try | ky 
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co whom I lend in this my Charity , and though 
of his own , yet he is content for his own to be- 
come my Debtor : And that Man cannot want, 
when God is pleaſed to become his Debtor. He 
that giveth to the poor, lendeth to the Lord, and he 
will repay him, Proverbs 19. 17. Yet in the mea- 
ſuring of Supplies for my own Neceſſity, I am 
to account for all thoſe, for whom I am bound 
ro provide; for he that provideth not for his 
own Family , is worſe” than an Infidel, 1 7m. 5. 
vs herein take heed, that thy Heart deceive 
thee not. 


ou 
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CHAP. EXXIL, 


Of the {econd general Precept of Righteouſneſs, 
Doing as we would be done unto. 


L, 'HE Scord Precept, Afatth. 7. 12. WThatſo- 
erer ye would that men ſhoulda ao to you , ao ye 
even fo to them ;, for this is the Law and the Prophets : 
This is nothing elſe , but a practical Experiment of 
the former for every Man is preſumed to love 
himlſeit, and in order and ſubſervience to that Love, 
co be able to judge, whether any thing that he 
doth or ſuffers , be an{werable to his own well- 
being , which is the' termination of that Love, and 
accordingly likes or diſhkes it, or wills it to be, 
Or not to be done. This Precept 1s reſolved into 
its Negative, Jharſcever ye would not that men ſhould 
do to you , that do not to them, And for the uſe of 
both , 'we are to take them both with theſe L:- 
mitat 11s : | 
I. It is underſtood in an equality er parity of Re- 
lation, and not otherwiſe. For an inſtance, the 
Father may- expect that: from a Son , viz. Reve- 
rence and Obſervance , which will not be fit for the 
Father to give to the Son. The Duties are diverſi- 
fied, according to the diverſity of the Relations : The 
relolution of the Precept in this caſe, is therefore 
this, Whatſoever I would that my Father ſhould 
expect 
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expe& from me , that I would that my Son ſhould 
do to me, & e converſo, Variations of Circum- 
ſtances and Relations, diverſthe the Caſe : and there- 
fore the reſolution of this Precept in caſe of diffe- 
rent Relations, muſt be as well with the change of 
che Relations , as of the Perſons : and the Queſtion 
to be asked the Conſcience in ſuch a caſe is, Were 
I in my Neighbour's Condition, and my Neigh- 
bour in mine , what I would in ſuch a Caſe, ex- 
Um from my Neighbour, that I ought to do 
to him. 
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ſible, perfectly :Happy , Infinite - in 
Wiſdom, Power, and: Goodnels, fal- 
ling all places, but comprehended in no place, full of 
Juſtice, Mercy, Truth and Perfection. 6 
2. That this God, though but One in Eſſence, is 
yet Three in number of his Subſiſtence, Father, So, 
and Holy Spirit, 7 - 
3. That this God in the beginning of time, created 
the World , commonly called the Heaven and Eatth, 


I. H AT there is One, and but one, molt 
. Glorious God, Eternal, Incomprelt{en- 


which he ſtill governs, by-his Power, Wiſdom, and 


Providence. And. this he did, 1. For the Manitteſta- 
tion and Glory of his Wiſdom, Power, and Goodnels> 
z, For the Communication of his Beneficence, Goog- 
neſs and Bounty to the things which he thus made, ac- 
cording to their ſeveral Natures and Capacities. '. .-; 
4. That haviog finiſhed this inferigr World, called 
the Earth, and furniſhed it with. all, things neceſſary. 
and convenient for: the uſe and: convenience of che 
nobler Creature which, he intended, he created the 
firſt Man Adam, and the tirſt Woman Evr, the com- 
; 70 
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_ doth exerciſe, partly by the ordination and apponnt- 
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mon Parents of all Mankind : from whom all the Men 
and Women in the World are derived by natural 
Propagation. 

5. To theſe firſt Parents of Mankind, Almighty 
God gave ſome Endowments or conſtituent Parts, that 
are common to all Mankind, as well as to them : 
namely, 1. Terreſtrial or Earthly Bodies; for the. 
firſt Man was made ouc of the Earth ,' and the Bodies 
of all other Men , though they are derived ro them 
by ordinary Generation , yet their Badies are. terre- 
ſtrial or elementary Bodies : » Spiriezal and Irfiriay- 
cal Souls, endued not only witls the Power of VE 
| 6 6 25 Herbs and Trees : nor only with the 

ower of Senſe and Perception and APPEets, Fo the 
braje Beaſts: but aHfo with the Power of Underſtand- 
ing and Liberty of Will, whereby he obtains a kind a- 
bove all other viſible Creatures beſtdes; And this Soul 
thus endned with the Poyer of Underſtanding and 
Will, doth not die with the Body ; bur it is imimivt- 
tal and 'never dies. And this is called 4 Reaſonable 
Soul; whereby we underſtand, and think, and con- 
{tder, and remember, and chuſe one thing, and refiſe 
another 3 ig tie Bots have a Capacity to kriovw Al- 
mighty God, his Works, his Will, and to obey and 
obſerve it ; and to perform all the Actions, that .be- 
long to a Reaſonable Cfeatare. 3. A Power of Pt6- 
pagation of their Kind, by the mutnz! conjun&ion of 
Sexes, by vertue of that Divine. Betediftion, given 
co Man, as well as to fenfible Creattres : Be froirfer, 
wwaltiply, and repleniſh the Earth, By vertne of which 
Benedi&tion , all the Families of Mankind that were, 
or are, or (hall be upon the face of the Earth, are in 
the courſe of ordinary Generation derived from the 
firſt Parents of Mankind. 4. A Power and Righe of 
Dominion over the inferiour Creatures, which he 


ment 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 463 
ment of their Creation, and partly by the advantage 


of his underſtanding Faculty: and though this Dvr- 
nion be in ſome fort weakened and decayed by.the 
Fall of our firſt Parents yet it ſhll, ina great mea- 
ſure, continues te the Children of Men. 
6, Burt ſome Priviledges our firſt Parents had in 
their ſtate of Innocence, which by their Fall hath 
n much impaired and loſt, and not derived to the 
Poſterity : 1. A ſtate of perfe& Innocence, free from 
all Sin, and (1nful contagion. 2. A ſtate of 
4nd Bleſledneſs, as large as Humane Nature could 
be capable of. F A ſtare of great Integrity and Per- 
<a &s far forth as it was poſſible for —_ 
ature to enjoy: as Light t Knowledge in 
his Underſtanding, Integrity in bf Wi; right Qcder 


in bis Soul, Righteouſnets and Holinefs 4. Aﬀſtaeof 


Immortality of Body and Soul in their perfect con- 
junction, ſo long as he kept tus I ; | 

7. The Ends, for which Almighty God created 
Man thus , were, firſt thoſe. common Ends , winch 


moved him to create the World, aboye —m—_ 


namely, his own Glory, and the Communication. 
his Goodneſs and Beneficence: but fecondly,cheſe feem 
to be the ſpecial Ends of Man's Creation: 1. That 
he might have a Creature in this lower World, that 
might more conveniently, actively and effectually 
give glory unto God : and to that end, he endued him 
with Nobler Faculties that might perform this Office; 
his nee me ng he an, ror ons his Maker, 
and his Will, and his Worksz His Will, whereby 
he might obey his Will; his Aﬀections, whereby he 
eh ohets hen RNS 
this 1s another kind of Glory than the other inferrours 
do, or can, bring to. their- Maker. And to the end 
he might thus Fits his Maker, ke placed him - 
| l 


Happineſs 
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the view and fight of the goodly frame of Heaven 
and Earth, and gave him his Lai, wherein he ſthould 
obey and ſerve his Creator. 2. That he might be 
partaker of as much Happineſs and Bleflednets as the 
Humane Nature could be capable of, while it ftood 
in conjunction with his Body : and that he ſhould, 
by a kind of Tranſlation into Heaven , enjoy more 
Pure, Perfe&t, and Everlaſting ſtate of Bleſlednel; 
and Glory. 

8. When God had thus created Man , he gave 
him 42 Law of Righteouſnels and Holineſs, and revea]l- 
ed it to him: and for a Probation or Tyial of his 
Obedience, forbad him the eating of the Fruit of 
one Tree i Paradiſe, under pain of Death. 

9. Our firſt Parents rebelled againſt that juſt and 
ealtte Law , by eating the forbidden Fruit. Aud al- 
though they did not preſently die corporally , yet 
| they by this Diſobedience fell into theſe Inconvenien- 
ces: 1. They were: preſently under the Sentence of. 
Everlaſting Death, though delivered from it by the 
Meſhiah, that promiſed (ſeed. 2. They loſt the eſtate of 
Immorcality of their Bodies, though they loſt not the 
ſtate of Immortality of their Souls, which were eflen- 
ſencially Immortal. 3. They loſt their Innocence, 
their Happy Eſtate in: Paradiſe, the clear and ſuper- 
natural Light of their Underſtanding, the Rectitude 
of their Wills, the right Order. of their Aﬀections : 
and their Souls loft much of its Perfe&tion, though 
not its eſſential Spirituality and Immortality. 4. All 
that were after derived from them by ordinary Ge- 
neration, though they had immortal Souls, yet-their 
Faculties were imbaſed and corrupted, and greatly dil- 
ordered, and without the extraordinary Grace of God 
preventing and afliſting them, prone to all kind of 
evil and fin , and thereby obnox1ous to the wrath of 
God, and to everlaſting Death. And this 1s the _ 
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dition of all the Poſterity of Adam by Nature, excepr 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

10. God Almighty in his eternal wiſdom and fore. 
knowledge of the fall of Man, in his infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodnels, prrpoſed to ſexd forth his Son, to take the 
Humane Nature, and to become a King, a Prieſt, and 
2 Prophet, and allo a Sicrifice, to expiate the Sins of 
Mankind, and to make them again partakers of the 
great and eſſential part of that Happineſs, which the 
firſt Man loſt by his Fall: and ſo to recover unto him- 
ax a Creature that might actually glorihe and ſerve 
11m. 

11, And to make this Purpoſe effeual to our firſt 
Parents, and to thoſe that ſucceeded them before the 
coming of Chriſt the purpoſed Redeemer , Almighty 
God was pleaſed to ule two Expedients : 1. He gave 
out the Promiſe of the Meſſiah, or the Seed of the Wo- 
man, the (ſeed in whom all Nations ſhould be blet- 
ſed : and the Belief of this, though darkly revealed, 
became an Inſtrament or Means to render the promi- 
ſed Meſhah effectual ro them , to partake of the Be- 
aefits of his Redemption, when it was joyned with 
the Obedience to the revealed WiH of God in Sin- 
cerity. 2. He gave out Precepts directing Men to 
their Duty : and to che kncere Endeavour of Obedi- 
ence to thoſe Precepts, tie annexed the Benefhrt of 
Remiſſion of Sins and Acceptance of their Petr (ons 
and Daties , through the Mcthah, or Chriſt that was 
eo come. 

12. In the fulneſs or appointment of time, name!y, 
avour four thoutand years after the Creation of Man: 
kind, the Son of Ged, by a miracalons Conception of 
_ the Virgin ary, wichout the conjunction of Man, 
aſſumed the Humane Nature , became Man, tved about 
three and thirty years, ditcovered the Mind and Will 
H h of 
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of God, touching Mankind, confirmed his Dotine 
with unqueſtionable Miracles and Evidences from 
Heaven, and lived a moſt Holy and Sporleis Life, 
and then was without cauſe crucified by the Jews, was 
buried, the third day he roſe from the dead, lived 
again, according as he promiſed, and converfſed with 
his Diſciples forty days,then aſcended into the glorious 
Heavens, where he is in a ſtate of Glory and Power, 

13. And after his Aſcenſion , he ſent upon his 
Apoſtles, as he promiſed, the Power of the Heh 
Spirit, 'whereby they did many Miracles in witneis of 
the truth of the Doctrine and Hiſtory of Chriſt. 

14 The Reaſons and Ends, why the Son of God thus 
rock our Nature, became Man, and aied for us , were 
thele :| 1. That the Eternal Counſel and Purpoſe of 
God, for the. Recovering and Redemption of Mankind 
out of their loſt Condition, and all thoſe Predi&tions 
and Prophecies touching the ſame, might be fulfilled, 
and thereby the great God to have the Glory of his 
Wiſdom, Mercy, Power,and Truth. 2.That there might 
be a common Remedy for the Recovery of Mankind 
r0 their duty and ſubjection to Almighty God,thar they 
might actively gloritie their Creator, according to the 
End of their Creation. 3. Thar there might be a 
common Remedy afforded to Mankind , to obtain in 
{ubſtance that Happineſs which they loſt in their 
firlt Parents, and by their own renewed Tranſgrefſ1- 
ons, and a Means provided for the parcon of their 
Sins, and ſaving of their immortal Souls, and yet 
without derogation of the Divine Juſtice, ana the 
Honour of his Government. 

I5. In order to theſe great Ends, the Son of God 
was thus lent from Heaven, and Commiſhonated as 
it were by the Father, principally ro do theſe Great 
Br ineſſes in this Works tirſt ro acquaint the World wy 

| the 
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\ the whole Will of God concerning Mankind: 2. To 
| Jay down a full and ſufficient Sacrifice for the Sins of 
| the World , by his own Death and Paſſton: 3. To 
| give the World all poſſible Aſ»raxce. both of the 
| Truth of his Doctrine and the Sufficiency of his Sa- 
msfaction by his wonderful Miracles, by his Refurre- 
| ion and Aſcenſton, and by the Diffuſton of the 
| Gifts of the Spiric upon his Apoſtles and Behevers 
| after his Aſcen(1on. 

! 16. Touching the firſt of theſe , namely , the m.1- 
| mfeftation of the Divine Will, touchins Mankind; tis con- 
| rains the Doctrine of the Goſpel, the Meflage (ent 
| from Heaven by the Son of God, touching all things 
| to be believed, and to be done by the Children of 
| Men, in order to their Redemption and attaining 
| of everlaſting Happineſs. And this was neceſlary, 
| becauſe the World was full of Darkneſs and Igno- 
| rance. And many things that were now necellary 
| for Men to know, were but darkly revealed unto 
| the former Apes of the World. The Son of God 
therefore came to bring Life and Immortality to light, 
by the Goſpel. 

17. The Doftrines of the Goſpel, which Chriſt brought 
with him into-the World, were principally thele : 

1. That all Men have Immorrcal Souls, which 
mult live to all Eternity , notwithſtancing the death 
of their Bodies. | 

2, That there ſhould come a Difſolucion of this 
preſent World, and at that time there ſhall be a Re- 
turrecion of 41] chat had been dead,and a change of all 
that thould be then living, into an Immortal Eſtate. 

3. That there ſhould at that day be a Final 
Judgment, where all Men ſhould be doomed , ſome 
ro everlaſting Lite and Happineſs, ſome to everlaſt- 
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4. That in the ſtri& Rule of Divine Juſtice, the 

Wages of every Sin is everlaſting Death aud Miſery, 
- which is fully deſcribed in the Goſpel. 

5. That all Mankind is obnoxious to everlaſting 
Death and Miſery, becauſe all Mankind have fin- 
ned, and are born in Sin. So that without che help 
of Mercy from God, all Mankind are in a loſt and 
deſperate Condition. 

6. Thar yet for all this, Almighty God is willing 
that his Creature ſhould be reconciled to him , 1s de- 
{irous to pardon his Sins, to be at peace with lim, 
and eyerlaſtingly to ſave him, and to reſtore unto 
him chat everlaſting Happineſs that he had loft by his 
o\wn fin, and the {in of our firſt Parents. 

>. But yet chat all this ſhould be done in ſuch a 
way as might be conſiſtent with the Honour of lus 


\ Juſtice and of his Government, as well as of his 


Mercy and of his Bounty : and therefore that he will 


| have a Sacrifice and a Price laid down for the Sits 


' of the World, namely , the precious Life of his 


own Son Jeſus Chriſt, that publiſhed this Doctrine 


to the World : And this Sacrifice and Satisfaction 


| the glorious God would accept in a way of Juſtice, 


 aad yet in a way of Mercy, that: his Jultice might 


EN oe nr RT DIREIEEE £ 


| be ſatisfied, his Mercy magnified , and his Creature 


ſaved. | 
$. And that becauſe it would be neither agreeable 


' to the Honour nor the Wiſdom of Almighty God, 
' that any Man that had the uſe of his Reaſon and 
 Under(tanding , ſhould have the fruit and benefit of 
this Mercy and Sacrifice, without returning to his 
' Puty to God by true Repentance for what he had 
done amils, and by better Obedience to God: nei- 
' ther was there any fitnels or ſuitableneſs berween 
'a Pure and Hoy Cod, or that Blefledneſs which 


Mankind 
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' Mankind might expe& with him, and a People tha® 


ſhould yet continue deſperately (inful and impure: and 
it was ailo reaſonable and fit, that if Mankind would 


expect the Reſticution to that everlaſting Happineſs, 
 - that they loſt by their own ſins,and the in of their firſt 


Parents, then they ſhould aiſo return totheir Duty and 
Obedience to God, and perform in ſome meaſure, 
that End , for which Mankind was at firſt created, 
namely actively, to glorifie that God that had made 
them eſpecially after ſo great an addition of Mercy,as 
the Redemption of the World by the Death of his 
own Son - therefore he appointed and intended, and 
publiſhed to the World, that all, that would have 
che fruit and benefit of this great Redemption, ſhould 


repent of their Sins, and endeavor ſincerely to obey 


the Precepts of Piety , Sobriety , and Righreouſnels, 
Hap ong ty by Almighty God by the Meſlage of 
15 Son. 

g. And becauſe, that if choſe to whom this Meſ- 
ſave of the Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould be publiſhed, 
ſhould yet not believe the ſame, nor believe that 
Jeſus was the true Meſſtas , or that his Do&rine was 
the true and real .Meſflage of Almighty God to the 
World, it could never be expected that they would 
obey this Heavenly Command, nor return to God, 
or the Duty they owed him : he did therefore re- 
quire of all Perſons that were of Underſtanding, to 
whom the Goſpel ſhould be publiſhed,that they ſhould 
Felieve it to be True, and believe that Chriſt was the 
True Meſſias, the great Sacrifice for the Sin of the 
World, and the Doctrine which he preached, was the: 
Will of God concerning Man. 

10. And thus there are thefe Conditions to be per- 
ſormed on the part of thoſe that will expe& the Be- 
;eft of the Redemption purchaſed by the Blood of 

H h 3 | Chriſt : 
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Chriſt ; 1. That all, that are of Underſtanding, tg 
whom the Goſpel is preached , ſhould Believe it to 
be the! Truth, and reſt upon it as the Truth of 
God: 2. That they ſhould be heartily ſorry for their 
former Sins, and Repent of them, and turn from 
them. | This is Repentance. 3. That they ſhould in 
all Sincerity, endeavour to conform their Hearts and 
Wills,' and Lives, to the Precepts and Command. 
ments of Chriſt and his Goſpel, which is called Sant:- 
fication and new Obedience. 
11. And becauſe, when we have done all we can, 
yet we are 1n this Liſe compaſled about with many 
nfrmities and Temptations, and ſubje& to fail in 
our Duty to God, and to theſe Holy Precepts of 
the Goſpel; yet the merciful God hath aſlured us by 
his Son: Chriſt Jeſus , that if we ſincerely endeavour 00 
obey the Precepts of the Goſpel , and repen: for our 
Failings herein, and ſo renew our Peace with God 
by unfeigned Repertarce , the ſame Sacrifice of his 
Hon ſhall be accepted ro expiate for our Sins and 
Failings, and the bleſſed God will accept of our 
ſincere, though imperfe&t Obedience, as a Perfor- 
mance of that part of the Covenant of the Goſpel, 
that concerns our Obedience to God , and the Com- 
mands of che. Goſpel. And this is called Evangelical 
Obeaience , Which, though it be not perfect , yet be- 
ng ſincere and accompanied with real and fincere 
Enceavours to obey, and Repenrtance for our daily 
Failings;, is accepted of God through the Sacrifice 
of Chriſt, who is not only our Sacrifice and Pro- 
Pitiation , but alſo our Interceſlor and Mediator at 
the right hand of God, Jf any man fin, we have as 
Aawocate with the Father, even feſns Chriſk, who ſit- 
te:l) at the right hana of the Father, I John 2, 1, Heb. 8. 
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12, And becauſe many times, Example gives 4 
great Light and Life to Precepts, our bleſſed Sa- 
viour in his Life, gave us an excellent Example of 
the Practice of thoſe Precepts, which he hath given 
rous; as namely , Obedience and Submiſſion to the 
Will of God; Invocation upon him, Holineſs, 
Purity . Sobriety , Patience, Righteouſneſs, Ju-_ 
ſtice, Charity, Compaſhon , Bounty, Truth, Sin- 
cerity , Uprightneſs , Heavenly mindedneſs, low 
eſteem of Worldly Glory, Condeſcenſion , and 
all choſe Graces and Vertues that he requires and 
expects from us. 

18, And as thus our Lord Jeſus came to inſtru 
us in all things neceſlary for us to believe and pra- 
iſe, and to give us an admirable Pattern and 
Example of a Holy and Vertuous Life : (o, 2. He 
came to die for as, and to die ſuch a Death, as had in 
it all che Circumſtances of Bitterneſs, and yet accom- 
panied with unſpotted Innocence and incomparable 
Patience, and he thus died for theſe Enas, 

1. To lay down a Ranſom for the Sins of Man- 
kind, and a Price. for the Purchace of Everlaſting 
Life and Happine(s for all thoſe that receive him, 
believe in him, and obey the Goſpel. 

2. To ſatisfie the Juſtice of God, to make good 
his Truth, to vindicate the Honour of his Govern- 
ment; and to Pry his Juſtice, his Indignation 
againſt Sin, and yet to magnifie his Love and Mercy 


ro Mankind, in giving his Son to be a Price of their 
Redemption. 

3. Togive a juſt indication unto all the World of 
the vileneſs of Sin, the abhorrence of it, that coſt 
the Son of God his Life , when he was but under 
rhe imputed gaile of it, that ſo Mankind might de- 
teſt and avoid S 


in, as the vileſt of Evils. 
Hh 4 4. To 
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4. To give a moſt unparallel'd Inſtance of his 
Love to the World, that did chuſe to die for the 
C"hiliren of Men, to redeem them from Everlaſting 
Death. 

5. And thereby to oblige Mankind with che 
molt obliging and indearing Inſtance to love and 
omey that Jeſus, that thus died for them, and out 
of the common Principles of Humanity and Grati- 
ruve, to love and obey him, that thus loved them, 
and laid down his Life for them. 

6. To give a moſt convincing Evidence of the 
Truth of his Doctrine, and the Sincereneſs of his 
Profeſhhons of Love to Mankind, by ſealing the ſame 
\ ith his own Blood. 
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Conſiderations 


Seaſonable at all Times for the Cleanſing 


OF FRE | 


HEARTad LIFE: 


FP Ged, and therein 

1. Of his Parity, and Holineſs; one that 
cannot endure to behold iniquity. 7he 
Stars are not pure in his ſight, Job 25.5. 
Job 1 5. 15. and his Angels he chargeth with folly, Job 4. 18. 
How then canſt thou think to draw near to the Holy 
God, when thy Heart and thy Lips, and thy Life are 
clothed with Impurity and Filthineſs > when th 
Thoughts, the only Inſtruments whereby thou can 
converſe with him, are buſted in Conſiderations 
unworthy of a Spirit, much more unworthy of 
the God of Spirits? Canſt thou think that this Holy 
God will accept of the productions of that Soul, thy 
Prayers and Meditations, who but now was 1im- 
ployed in baſe unclean earthy Thoughts, and did(t 
but now part with them, with a reſolution to reſume 
them? Every impure thoughc leaves a mark and blot 
upon thy Soul,that remains when thy Thought 1s paſt; 
and canſt thou bring that ſpotted Soul into the preſence 
of the Pure and Holy God, without confuſton and 


ſhame > Thou art now going about with thy LES ro. 
fo raw 


T 
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draw near unto God ; Remember how many vain 
and unprofitable words, how many murmuring and 
unthankful wores, how many unclean and filthy 
words, how many falſe and diſſembling words, how 
many proud and arrogant words, how many ma- 
Iictou3and vindictive words , how many hypocritical 
nd deceitful words, how many ſeducing and mil(- 
ieading words, how many ungodly and blaſphemous 
v.ords, have ſtain'd and polluted thoſe calves of thy 
Lips, thou art now about to ſacrifice to thy Creator. 
'Thoy art about to undertake a Converſation and 
walking with Gods Can two walk together unleſs they 
are agreed? Amos 2. 3. How then canſt thou, a pol- 
 Juted Man in all thy actions, even thoſe of the beſt 
Conoinnation, expect to have a Converſation with 
the Holy, Holy, Holy Lord? The ſtains of thy Life 
paſt (tick upon thee, and thou art not cleanſed from 
them; and the Sea of Corruption that is within thee, 
wii, notwithſtanding thy higheſt Reſolutions, never 
ce11e ro caſt out mire and dirt. 
O Lord, it is true, I am a finful Man, and the 
v. hole frame of my Heart, and Lips, and Lite, hath 
been only evil and that continually : and as I have 
bre:), \ſo ſtill I muſt continue, without op Mercy to 
pardon and cleanſe me. My pollutions and impurities 
a:e ſuch as may juſtly affright me from coming near 
thy Holineſs, leſt I thould be conſumed ; ſuch as 
1:ay diſcourage my Prayers and Applications unto 
thee, leſt I thould ſain and infe& them: and it is 
no more in my power to change or-cleanſe my ſelf 
ſrom the ſtains of my fins paſt, or from the grow- 
ing evils of my Nature, than in the Leopard to 
change his ſpots3 ſo that I may moſt juſtly conclude, 
that it were extream preſumption for me to draiy 


near unto thee, and rather cry out with the Diſciple, 
Dep.rt 
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Depart frem me, O Lord, for I am a ſinful man, Luk. 5. 
8. But if I fic where 1am, I hall periſh; and if [ 
draw near unto thee, I can but die. That Purity 
that I behold in thee, is the Purity of the great Godz 
and my- (ins are the {ins of a finite Creature : my 
{infulne(s cannot defile chy Holine(s ; but thy Holi- 
neſs may cleanſe my impurity : That Fire which will 
conſume an impure and a proud Heart, will cleanſe 
an impure and unhumble Heart. O Lord I delue 
to abhor my ſelf in duſt and aſhes : Unleſs thou had(t 
ſhewn me my filthineſs, I could not have ſeen it 3 
and unleſs thy Grace had been with my Heart, I 
could not have humbled my {elf before thee: Unleſs 
thou had called me, I could not have moved toward 
thee. "Thy Promiſes, upon which my Soul ſhall 
ever fix till thou throw me off, are full of bounty 
and tenderneſs even to the vileſt of Sinners: No ſus 
of {0 deep a dye, but thy Mercy can waſh away: No 
Corruption ſo hideous , but thy Grace can cleanſe. 
And fo far haſt thou condeſcended to the weakneſs of 
thy Creature, that thou haſt given us a vilible Sacri- 
tice, whole Blood is ſufficient to cleanſe us from all 
our Guilt, a viſible Fountain to waſh for Sin and 
for Uncleanneſs, even the Blood of the Son of God, 
which.cleanſeth us from all Sin, which cleanſeth our 
Conſciences from the guilt and ſtain of Sin, and 
waiheth our Bodies from the dominion and pollution 
of Sin; and by that Blood hath opened a new and 
living way for us into the preſence of God, Hebr, 10. 
20, and given accels thereby into the Holieſt, and 
given us a Commiſſion to draw near with acceptation 
into his preſence, Hebr. 10, 19. 

2. The Preſence of God, Whither ſhall I fly from thy 
treſence ? Pal. 139. 7, He ſeeth the ſecreteſt corners 


of the World, and the fecreteſt chambers of thy 
Heart, 


i 
P » 
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Heart, and all the Gueſts that are there, even thy 
cloſeſt Thoughts and Contrivances and Purpoſes ; 
much more thy moſt retired and deepeſt Actions are 
as legible to him as if they were graved in Braſs. And 
the deep and fetled and frequent Conſideration of 
- this, will be of excellent uſe upon all occafions. | 
Is thy Heart ſolicited by thy ſelf ( as our unhappy 
Hearts are our own tempters) or by any Obje, or 
by the perſwaſions of others, or by the ſuggeſtion 
of the Devil, to impure Specuſations; or {inful Reſo- 
lutions. to atheiſtical Diſputations, to proud or atro- 
gant Conceptions of thy ſelf, to revengeful or un- 
Charitable or forbidden Wiſhes, to vain and unpro- 
ftable thoughts? Remember thou and all thoſe thy 
Thoughts (which even natural Modeſty or Prudence 
would thame thee to publiſh before a mortal Man 
as thou art) are all naked and manifeſt before the 
Great, Holy, and Immortal God , whoſe Eyes walk 
through all the corners of thy Heart : And dareſt 
thou in his preſence to entertain ſuch Gueſts as theſe 
in that place where thy Creator 1s preſent , in that 
lace which thou pretendeſt to make a Temple for 
im, in that place which the Lord of Heaven is 
pjealed moſt juſtly and moſt mercifully to claim as 
1s own ? Conſider what a Preſence thou art in: he is 
not only an Eye-witneſs of the impurities of thy 
Heart (which yet if there were nothing elſe , might 
juſtly ſhame thee) bur it is his Preſence who hath 
forbidden thee to entertain ſuch Vermin as theſe in thy 
Heart, under pain of eternal Death; it is thy Judge 
that ſees thee; it is the great Creator, before whom 
the Angels of Heaven cover their Faces, not being 
2ble to behold his Glory : And, which is more than 
all this, to an ingenuous Nature, it is he to whom thou 
owelt thy (elf and all thou art; he to whom chon haſt 
J g1VEa 
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iven up thy name, that hath purchaſed thy heart 
En Hell with the price of his Son's blood: And 
how canſt thou chuſe but tremble and be confounded, 
to think that thou ſhouldeſt, contrary to all the bonds 
of duty and gratitude, even in his preſence and before 
his face, let in again thoſe abominations into thy 
heart , from which it was cleanſed by the Blood ot 
Chriſt ? 

Again, Hath a ſinful thought, through incogirancy 
of the preſence of God, enrred into thy heart? Yer 
remember the preſence of God, before it grow into a 
purpoſe or reſolution : or if it hath gone (fo far as 2 
Reſolution, yet rememder that preſence, and thou canſt 
not dare to perfect this hideous conception unto aRi- 
on: and improve 7eſeph's queſtion, Ger. 39. 9, Huw 
can I do this great wickedneſs , and fm againſt God ? Thy 
Creator, thy Judge beholds thee. Let it be the mat- 
ter of thy humiliation to conlider that thou haſt ſtain- 
ed the habitation of his preſence by admitting a finful 
thought ; that thou haſt in his preſence and in his place 
nourxhed it into a reſolution : And therefore let-it be 
at laſt thy care at leaſt to kill this reſolution before it 
comes to action by improving this practical conſide- 
ration-of the preſence of the Holy, Glorious and:Ter- 
rible God : And if, notwithſtanding this confidera- 
tion, thy Soul ſhrink not from thy purpoſe ; or if 
thou reject the conſideration of his preſence, that thou 
mayeſt the more quietly and contentedly fin; or if 
thou 7 ah9-ong thy reſolution into action , leſt the 
conſideration of his preſence ſhould ſtep into thy 
heart and divert theez Thy fin is - mg and thou 
addeſt contempt of God unto thy offence, by reject- 
ing the Light and Grace, that might and would, if 
- brought co thy heart, reſtrain thee, and with the pre- 


ſumptuous ſinner in 7ob 21. 14. thou ſayeſt tq God, 
| Depart 
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Depart from me, for 1 deſire not the knowledge of thy ways, 
And it is no wonder if he take thee at the ſhi ad 
depart from thee to all Eternity, by the preſence of 
his Love and Goodneſs, though his ſevere and angry 
Eye and preſence ever reſt upon thee. 

Again, Is the God of Heaven an Eye-witneſs of thy 
_ carriage When either by thy ſelf or others thou art ſo- 
licited to evil? Take courage to refft this temptation, 
becauſe thy Creator ſees thee. Ask thy temptation, 
whether it can ſecure thee from the f{1ght and wrath 
of God, whether it can countervail thy damage in 
di(plealing him that beholds thee? Doſt thou want 
Courage or Reſolution to oppoſe it 2 Confider thy 
Lord ſtands by to ſee and oblerve and reward thee in 
thy oppoſition. Couldeſt thou ſee but that Glory 
that hath commanded thy reliſtance of evil, and how 
near it ſtands by thee , all the choiceſt ſolicitations to 
any ſin would die in their firſt offer againſt thee. Dot 
thou doubt thy ſtrength ro oppoſe it > Know that 
thou canſt not want ſtrength , it thou haſt but reſolu- 
tion: Ic is thy cowardiſe makes thee weak 3 it is not 
thy weaknels that makes thee cowardly : All the men 
in the World, nor all the Devils in Hell, could not 
faſten a ſin upon thee, unleſs thou firſt conſent. But 
ſuppoſe thou doubteſt thy own heart, yet conſider 
thy Maker's preſence, who is by thee, and able to 
ſupport thee, if thou wilt but lay hold of his ſtrength ; 
and that ſtrengch of his he offers thee if thou wilt but 
rake it : And it is not poſſible chou ſhouldeſt wanr it, 
: if thou ſeriouſly conſider thac he is preſent; for it-is 
an a& of thy Faith whereby thou doſt believe his pre- 
ſence, and by the ſame a& thou doſt partake of all 
that Goodneſs and Truth and Mercy , which accom- 
panies his preſence , and will bear thee up againſt the 


moſt accompliſhe remptation: Conſider that the 
Preſence 
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Preſence of God, that beholds thy carriage ina temi3 
ptation, as it wult needs add an infinite duhonour and 
thame and confufton, that 1n the preſence of the Glo+ 
rioys and Pure God thou (houldelt fink under-a baſe 
temptation contrary to the Commands and Holineſs 
of him that beholds thee, {o it cannot. chuſe but 
ſtrengthen thee againſt the ſtrongeſt temptation by 
che anticipation of chat comfort aud contentment that 
thou muſt needs have by holding thine integrity when 
ſuch thoughts as theſe ſhall move thy heart : I am 
now ſolicited to break my Maker's Command for a 
eriſhing profit or pleaſure ; whatſoeyer- my- {ucceſs 
e, I know the Glorious, Holy, Mighty God fees 
my demeanour, even he that hath his reward in his 
hand of Indignation, and Vengeance, and thame, in * 
cale I yield to this unworthy lolicitation z And Aps* 
Yrobation, Glory and Immortality, in caſe I ſtick to 
is Command : and ſhall I in the preſence of the Al- 
mighty and Glorious God prefer the ſatisfaction of 
an unworthy luſt or temptation , with thaine in the 
preſence of my Creatop, before my Obedience unto 
him, even in his own 6. when he looks upon me, 
and encourageth me with a promile.of ſtrength; to 
aſſt me, and of Glory to reward me? To be able 
to hear in my own- conſcience the ſuffrage of the Lord 
of Heaven beholding me, ell done, good ana ſhithial fer 
vant , were enough to overweigh all. my Obeience, 


chough ir were poſſible that, ig could be, divided: from 


what follows, Enter into [thy waſecr s J&Þ»: i 1 © 330164 

Again, Art thou in any temporal, Calamity , be it 
what it will 2 the conſideration of the preſence of God 
will make thy condition comfortable, Pſal.. 23. 3- 
Though I watk in the valley of the ſhadow of death, 1. will 
fear ns evil, for thou art with me: My Wants a:e great, 
and my Reproacl:es are great, and, my Enemies , my 
; Ii Pains, 


Ps 
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Pains, my; Dangers, my Loſſes, my Diſcomforts are 
great 3 Bur they are nor hid from God , he is preſent 
and his iſaow, and if he ſaw it not'fit for me to be 
afflicted, it is enough 1 have learned to acknowledge 
his Wiſdom , and with patience and chearfulneſs to 
ſubmir tohim, who meaſures out every dram of this 
bitter potion to moſt wiſe Ends, and yet ſtands by 
tO manage 1t : He is preſent and his Power and Omni- 
petence, and my Prayers have no long journey to come 
unto lym '3 when my Exigences are at the higheſt his 
Power. is enough, and near enough to help me in the 
very article of neceſſity 3 and when I am ſinking 
with Perer, he hath an arm near enough to reſcue me 
_ from the ripe and victorious danger : He is preſent 
and his Compaſſion and Mercy and Tenderneſs and Faithful- 
eſe, who will not ſuffer me to be tempted above 
what I am able to bear : It is his Mercy that hath thus 
much or chas long afflicted me; for ſo much the ne- 
ceſſity of my Soul it may be, did require. P/al. 119. 
75. Thy Judoments are right , and thon in faithfulneſs haſt 
affifted me : And that I am afflited no more, it is thy 
Mercy. | For he ſtands by, and ſees what meaſure 
confiſts with my Good, and when the meaſure be- 
pins to exceed my ſtrength, and either eafech my bur- 
den, or helps me to bear it : /» all their affiiftions he was 
afflifted, Iſa. 63. 9. He 1s preſent and h:s All-/fpciency : 
and this is enough to (wallow up all the bitternels and 
darkneſs of, my extreameſt miſery. The comfort and 
beauty and goodnels of every thing in it ſelf, or which 
it can reach out to me by fruition or participati- 
on, is thar which is derived to it only from the Wit- 
dom, Power, and Goodneſs of God; and there is no 
more of good in the Creature than what he lends it 
neicher Can it communicate to me more, nor can I 
receive more from it than what he enables it to give, 


ana 
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and me to receive : And the Creatures are but thoſe 
Veſſels accommodated and fitted ro my Nature, out 
of which I drink that good , that he hath pur into 
them : and if he put not communicative good into 
the Creatures, they will prove but empty Veſlels unto 
me, or ſuch as are ſealed up and cannot communicate - 
that Good that is in them : Wichout his particular 
Bounty unto me, the Creature unto me will be but 
like the Prophet's Book , which he that is learned 
could not read,becauſe it was ſealed; and he to whom 
it was opened could not read it, becauſe he was un- 
learned : Either the Good chat is in them is ſealed up 
to me, and it cannot be drawn outs or I am ſealed up 
co it, and cannot draw it out. Eccleſ, 6. 2. A man to 
whom God hath given riches, wealth and honour, ſo that he 
wanteth nothing, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof : 
So then the conclulion of all is, That all che Good that 
isin the things we enjoy, and in the enjoyment where- 
of men account themlelves happy, and in the want 
whereof they account themſelves miſerabe, is but 
a derived Good from the chiefeſt Good , bur a por- 
tion of that Good which 1s in the chiefeſt Good ; Bur 
2 Gocd at the ſecond hand, which at the firſt hand 
is to be found in all perfe&tion in the chiefeſt Good : 
And therefore if I can but enjoy the Preſence and 
Communion of the chiefeſt Good, I ſhall with and 
in him enjoy all that Good, and far more, in the 
Fountain , though all the Conduits throuph which 
they are ordinarily derived to man by the Creatures, 
are ſtopped to'me. Ir is an at of great Mercy and 
Wiſdom in God that , when the molt part of men are 
led meerly by ſenſe, and underſtand rot the preſence 
of God, and that All-ſuthciency that is in him, he is 
leaſed to derive a ſuicable Good unto their Natures, 
by ſuch ſenſible inſtruments unto which men may rex 
"EL 0 _ tort, 
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ſort, and therein may find thoſe Goods that are ac- 
comn odate to their nature and condition 3 as, to Me- 
dicines and Phyſick for their health and cures ; to 
Bread and Meat for the ſupply of their hunger; to 
Mulick and Wine for refreſhing their Spiritsz to For- 
tifications, Confederacies and civil Conjunctions for 
preventing or reprefling of injuries, and the like; for 
through! theſe Chanels God is pleaſed to derive, at 

the ſecond hand, and as it were at a diſtance , that 

Good which men find in them : But how great is that 

Metcy,| that diſcovers God himſelf to be near unto 

me, and to compals me about 3 and diſcovers in him 
a Sea of All ſufficiency infinitely more than proportio 
nable ro all my Exigences; and gives me an accets 
immediately to that All-ſufficiency, where I ſhall find 
at the firſt hand all that Good, that 1s ſtrained and 
runs through the Creatures at a diſtance, where I may 
'and ſhall, if I be not defective to my lelf, moſt cer- 
tainly have whatſoever the Creature can afford , or 
what thall abundantly ſupply that defect to my grea- 
ter advantage and contentment ! Is my Eſtate {mall, 
and ſcatce holding proportion to my neceſſities? The 
Al'-\uthcient God 1s near unto me,and he can protr: & 

my Cruiſe of Oyl ro my ſapport : Bur if he do nor, 
'yct if he be pleated to be my exceeding great Reward, 
Gen, 15, 1. the portion of my inhericance and my cup, 
Pal. 16.5. I can chearfully and comfortably concluce 
with the fame Prophet, 149 lines are fallen in pleaſant 
places, und I have a goodly heritage : and with the Pro- 
phet, Habbac. 3. 17, Though the fig-tree ſhall not bliſſim, 
neither (hall there be fruit in the vine, the labour of the olite 
[tall fail, ana the field ſhall yield no meat, QC, yet I will 
7:c;ozce in the Lerd, 1 will joy in the Ged «&f my (alvatior. 
I can bear a!l my wants with chearfuinels and content- 
eduels of heart, becauſe the All-ſufticient God is pre- 
p 1cn: 
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{ent with me, in whom I find more abundance of 
better comfort than I can find in all the Creatures of 
the World; one that is not only eflentially preſear 
- witlt me, but 1s pleaſed to evidence his prelence unt » 
me: I have a plentiful inheritance, and have.nort .ac 
c0 1t : Is my reputation and name wrongfully blaſted 
and withered ? yet the Great and Glorious God is pre- 
ſent 3 and if I can lay open my Conlcience before him, 
and can clear my ſelf to him,and can appeal to him who 
1s pretent with my heart and all my a&ions, and cn 
receive an approbation from him, I value not the e- 
ſteems of men. He is a ſhield for me, my Glory, a :d 
che lifter un of my head, P/al. 33. And if I am pre- 
CIOUs 1n his fight, I am honourable enough, 1{a. 43. 4. 
He can clear up my reputation as the noon day, and 
will do it if he ſee it fit for my Good, and his own Gl »- 
ry : But if he doth nor, his will be done, I am content= 
ed, and value not all the Scorns and Reproaches, all 
the Cantumelies and Diſgraces, all the Calumnies and 
Slanders laid upon me by men, in compariſon of that 
content & ſatisfaction by the Preſence of rhe God that 
es and knows and juſtifies me : Is the World ſtormy, 
full of Wars, and rapine, and injuries, exceeding the 
repreiſion of Civil Juſtice > The Prelence of God is a 
{trengths ctomy Soul againſt all this, and a greater {e- 
curity than the Manitions of Rocks,and the {trength of 
Armies : He is a Shield, Gen. 15. 1. a Refuge, P/al.g. 9. 
a Rock, a Fortreſs and Deliverer, 2 Sam. 22. 2. a De- 
fence, Pſal. 94. 22. our Strength, Pal. 37. 37. a Hi- 
ding place to preſerve from trouble, P/al. 32. 7. a pre- 
ſent Help in time of trouble, 7/a/. 46. 3. a Shelter in 
times of danger,. P{al. 61. 3. a Refuge from the ſto:m, 
a Shadow from the heat, when the blaſt of the terri- 
ble cnssis as a ſtorm againſt a Wall, 17/4. 25. 4. The 
Lord of hoſts is with us , the God of acob is our Re- 
| Er 3. luge, 
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fuge, P/al. 46. 17. under the ſhadow of his wings 1s 
Our truſt and ſafety, Pſal. 36. 7. Pal. 57. 1. a hiding 
place from the Councils and Contrivances, P/al. 64. 2. 
and from the Injuries and Violence of men, fer. 36. 26. 
It he pleaſe he can ſecure my Eſtate and my Body from 
violence ; Burt if he do not, I am ſure that my Trea- 
ſure and my Life ſhall be ſecured; for my life 1s hid 
with Gad in Chriſt : I know he hath Wiſdom e- 


_) nough, and Power enough, and Mercy enough to pre- 


{ſerve me; and he hath no need to be acquainted with 
my danger, for he is with me ; neither have my de- 
ſires any long or uncertain journey to him, for he 
15 with my thoughts, and knows them before they are 
formed ; //a. 65. 25. Before they can call, 1 will anſwer : 
And as long as I know that the Wiſe God is ſo near 
me, I am ſure of deliverance, if it be convenient ; 
and if it be not, Why ſhould I be troubled if I mil- 
carry ? And as thus my heart, ſenſible of the Preſence 
of God, can entertain the dangers, that ſeem to come . 
from the hands of others 3 fo it will bear up the heart 
in all other ſad occurren&s of this life. Is my mind 
full of perplexities and difficulties how or what to re- 
- folve? the God of Wiſdom is within my call , and 
Within my view, and I can beg his counſel, and I am 
{ure to have it, and his is the beſt counſel. .Are my 
loſles great, and of thofe things wherein I took mot 

Celight 2 yet they cannot countervail the enjoyment of 
the Preſence of the All-ſufhcient God. Is my body 
jui] of tortures or diſeaſes, and death looks in upon 
me between the Curtains, and my Soul fitting upon 
my lips, and like the light of a dying Candle, taking 
her flight from my body ? yet the Preſence of the 
Ail-ſuthcient God is able co make this valley of the 
thadow of death lightfom, and thoſe pains eaſte, and 
bear up. my Soul againſt the horrour and gn” 
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of death : for he ſtands by me with ſtrength to ſuppore = 
me, with Vidtory and Immortality to receive that 
Soul (the only ſeat where my fear can dwell) into a 
more near and immediate ſenſe of his Preſence,than in 
my body it could feel : Only remember, that though 
the Preſence of his Eflence cannot be excluded from 
any place or perſon, fer. 23. 34. yet there are occali- 
ons that may ſeparate from the ſenſe of. his preſence, 
or make his preſence terrible unto thee. 7/a. 59. 2. 
Tour iniquities have ſeparated between you and yowr God 
and your fins have hid his face from you, that he will not 
hear, And if ſuch an unhappy time befal thee, thatc 
he hide from thy Soui his comfortable preſence, let 
it be thy care to return unto him by humbling of thy 
heart- ſincerely before him for thy relapſe. He never 
departs from any till man firſt depart from him z and 
he never hides himſelf long from any that in ſincerity 
return unto him. The very moving of thy heart to 
ſeek him is the work of his Power and Mercy upon 
\ thee, and is an undeniable evidence that he hath not 
utterly forſaken rhee : unleſs he firſt did ſeek and fin1 
thee, and touch that heart of thine with his own fin- 
ger, thy heart would rather die in her ſin than return 
unto God ;, and therefore be (ure thy returning to him 
ſhall not be without a finding of him : Only make this 
nie of thy Experience of ſuch a caſe: bleſs the Mercy 
of God, that hath not rejected thee, though thou hatt 
forſaken him : bleſs the Mediation of thy Redeemer, 
that when thou little chinkeſt of it, intercedes for thy 
pardon, and ſends out his Spirit to reduce his n ay- 
ward, ſinful, wandring Creature : bleſs the Bounty 
and Patience of God, that is (o ready to accept again 
' into favour his relapſed but humbled Creature z and 
remember that ir is an evil thing and a bitter to depare 
from him: fall upon thy _—_ with tears of On 
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tor thy ingratitude , and tears of joy for thy re enter- 
cainment into the preſence of him, that yet is pleaſed 
to own thee as a Father : take up indignation againſt 
thy {in-that hath deprived thee of fo great a Good as 
the conrfortable Preſence of God; and take up jea- 
lous thoughts over thy ſelf and all thy ways, 2nd con- 
t:der well of all thy enterpriſes before thou undertake 
them, whether there be any thing in them tljat may 
oftend thy reconciled Father : and becauſe thy Judg- 
ment is weak, and cannot 1o clearly diſcern thy way, 
and thy ſtrength 15 weak in oppoſing of temptation, 
juſpect thy own judgment and ſtrength, and beg his 
Witdom'to teach thee, and his Strength to aflitt thee, 
and lean not to thy own Underſtanding. | 
Again, The conſ1deration of the Preſence of. God 
is of tingular uſe in all thy Duties of Picty and Charity - 
In the doing of them it will cleanſe thy heart from Hy- 
pocritte, becauſe thou art. before the God that ſearch- 
eth che heart, and accordingly accepteth of the action. 
Ic will keep thee from unſeemlinels and want of Re- 
verence, becauſe the Lord of Heaven and Earth is 
preſent and 2n Eye-witnets to all the deportment of 
thy Body and Soul. It will keep thee from iluggiſh- 
neſs, formality and deadnets of heart , becaute he 
itands by thee that ſees nor as man fees. 1: will keep 
chee from Pride and vain Glory ; it will make thy 
heart 1incere, reverent. watchtfnl, earneſt and humble 
11 all thou doſt, becauſe as he thac ſtands by thee re- 
quires all this in all thy Duties , fo theſe affections or 
habits of the Soul become the Creature that knows 
he is in the Preſence of the Glorious and Infinite God, 
that ſearcheth the hearts, and fees the actions. And 
as in thy Duties it will tit thee for them , ſo after thy 
Duties it will comfort thee in tiem. Hath cy heart 
been truly humbled in his preſence for auy in, 
| WH 
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which thou haſt begged pardon , and mingled the 
Blood and Intercefſion of thy Saviour with thy Pray= 
es? Haſt thou been upon thy knees before him for 
any thing neceſſary for thy Soul, Body, or Relations? 
Haſt thou endeavoured by a ſerious Meditation to 
conſider of Divine Truths ? Haſt thou examined the 
ſtate of thy Soul and of thy Life , and upon the view 
thereof taken up reſolutions of amendment of what is 
amiſs, and perſevering and increaſing in what is a- 
greeable to-his Will ? Haſt thou ſought our to relieve 
thoſe that are in want , to recompentle thoſe that thou 
haſt injured, to advance the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ? 
 Haſt thou beendoing any thing thar is the duty of thy 
\ general Calling as thou art a Chriſtian , or that parti- 
cular Calling or Employment into which God's Pro- 
vidence hath caſt thee? And can thy heatt bear thee 
witneſs that in all this thou haſt endeavoured with all 
ſincerity, as in the Preſence of God, to walk and at 
in obedience to him, and with a clear and upright 
heart and conſcience? Be ſure thy heart cannot more 
clearly evidence it (elf to thy feif than it doth to God 
and God was all this while preſent with thee, behold- 
ing of thee ; there is not one grain of che {1ncerity and 
integrity of any of theſe thy actions, not one tear, nor 
one thought of thy heart loſt, but moſt exactly oh- 
terved and weighed by him that weigheth the Spirits, 
2nd they thall not return unto thee empty : As 10.4. 

Thy Prayers and thy Alms are come np for a memorial before 
God, 
3. The Trutb.and Vachbangeableneſs of God : he 1s un- 
changeable in his Nature, £fal. 102. 27, They ſpall be 
changed, but thou art the ſame. Mal. 3. 6, 1am the Lora, 
I change not, therefore ye Sons of facob are not conſumed. . 
James 1. 17. The Father of lights, with whom us no 
v.iriableneſs nor ſhadow of tuxning, And from this Im- 
| | mutability 
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mutability of his Eflence flows the Truth of his Word 
m his Covenant, in his Promites, in his Threatnings, in 
his Works : Plal.111 7. The works of his hands are Veri'y 
ard fragment, and all his Commandments are ſure, And the 
very Vane of his Diſpenſations of Mercy and Juſtice 
to the Childrea of men. ariſeth from the very un- 
changeable Nature of God, even from the very firſt 
Creation until now : Ger. 4. 7. If thou doſt well, ſhal. thou 
xot be accented ? and if thou deft not well, ſin tes at the 
avor : which 1s the very ſame Rule whereby God ju- 
{tifies the equality of his ways, Ezck. 18. 25. Is not my 
way equal ? ae not your wa\s unequal? When a righteous 
man twrneth away from his righteonſneſs, and committeth 
nignity, ard dycths in them , for his iniquity that he hath 
d:ne he ſhall die. Again. When the wicked man turneth 
away from bis wickeaneſs, &&C. he ſhall ſave his Soul alive : 
which 1s but the ſame under the Goſpel, Rom. 2. 6. 
11'bo will render to every man according to his deeds, Though 
the great God be abſolute Lord of his Creatures to 
0 with them what he pleaſeth, yer the various con- 
ditions of his Creatures in the courſe of Judg- 
ments and Mercies, are not from any change in God, 
bur in us : it is the ſame Holineſs and Purity of God 
that is uniform and conſtant to it ſelf, that works 
cheſe different effects upon the Creature ; 2s the fame 

u:form heat of the Sun works ſeeming contrary ef- 

fects according to the diverſity of the ſubje& z ſo that 

his ways are {til} equa], ſtreight and righteous. - And 

tis con(ideration, as it may ſtrengthen our hearts in 

the Promiſes of God, ſo it will make the Hiſtories 

of the Book of God of {ſingular uſe to us upon all occa- 

ſions, when we ſhall with David, Pſal. 77. 104 1 will 

remember the years of the right hand of the moſt Hiph': I will 

remember the works of the Lord : I will remember thy won- 

ders of old : and together with it conſider that the un 
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Lord that did thus or thus in former times, is the 
ſame God yeſterday, to day, and for ever. And 
by this conſideration every Hiſtory in the Book of 
God is as a meaſure for all the preſent or future con- 
cernments of my ſelf and others, -and will teach me 
how to behave my ſelf in the like occaſions, and to 
judge even of future Events. In the paſſages of Na- 
ture we ſee a wonderful order and conſtancy for the 
moſt part ; for all things conform themſelves to thoſe 
Rules which God hath pur into them $ and that is the 
beſt and higheſt reſolution we can give for them ; for 
when we come to make a particular inquiry into the 
particular cauſes of thoſe things, there is not the eaſ1- 
eſt part of his Work , and that which long and con- 
ſtant continuance hath made obvious to all men , but 
the wiſeſt of men , notwithſtanding all theſe ad- 
vantages, are puzled and confounded in ; becauſe the 
God of Nature hath not revealed it ro men , P/al. 77. 
19. His way u in the Sea, and his path in the great wa- 
ters, and his footſteps are not known, There we fee 2 
certainty , but we cannot find the immediate Inſtru- 
ment or Cauſe of it : But in the paſſages of Mankind 
we are to ſeek for any certainty at all, or the Cauſes 
of that uncertainty., whch made the Wiſe man con- 
clude that God had ſet the one againſt the other, 
that men ſhould find nothing after him , Zccleſ. 7. 14- 
which is moſt certainly true as to a bare natural or 
rational obſervation : Yet even theſe Works of God 
are ſought out of all them that have pleaſure in them, 
Pſal. 111. 2. and though his Judgments are a great 
deep, P/at.,36. 6. unſearchable and paft finding our, 
Rom. 11. 33. till he is pleaſed ro diſcover them; yer 
he is ſtill Unchangeable, and the ſame yeſterday, and, 
to day , and for ever. So much eyen of thole ſecret 


ways towards men, as is expedient for our _ 
f | edge 
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ledge and uſe ,, he hath diſcovered in his Book to 
choſe that will diligently obſerve it : Thus 2he ſecret of 
te Lord is with them that fear him, Pal. 25. 14. The 
molt of the varieties that happen ro the Children of 
men do ariſe from the Immutability of God in' his 
Purity and in his Juſtice. If a ſtreight Line be drawn 
parallel] to another, though they be infinitely extend- 
ed, they will keep the fame diſtance one from ano- 
ether ; but if the Line be crooked, it will be in ſome 
Piaces nearer, {ome places farther off, and it may be 
will crols the ſtreight Line. God hath given to man 
a Liberty of his Will, and fo long as his Will and the 
Actions of his Will ran parallel in a ſtreight Line to 
tie Will of God, there was ſtill a communication of 
Good from! God to his Creature : But when man 
choſe crooked ways , he is drawn thereby ſometimes 
away from God, and fo is removed from his Blel- 
{lings and Communion 3 ſometimes it croſlerh and 
thwarts him, and then it meets with his Wrath and 
Vengeance. And this mult needs be {o , unleſs we 
{hon!d with the preſumptuous Fool in the Pſalmilt, 
P/'4/. 50. 21, think that God. is ſuch a one as our 
{elves, and his Will as crooked as ours. If a bare 
reaſonable man had looked upon the ſtate of the Jews 
{rom the time of their going out of Egypt until their 
nal Captivity, he would eatily fee as much variety as 
in any ſtate of men, and perhaps ſee as little cauſe for 
it: But yet that very changeablenels of their condt- 
tion doth molt admirably fer forth the Immutability 
of God, and inſtruct us how to judge of things and 
men. They were. a People in Covenant with him, 
2nd he was pleaſed to enter into Covenant with them, 
and {© long as they kept to their undertaking, not one 
tittle of all his Promile fai.e1 them. But when they 
once fortook him he warns, and if they repent not he 
forſakes 
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forſakes them ; if they walk: contrary to him he walks 
contrary to them; and if. after all this they return and 
repent, he returns to them ; ſee P/al. 106, 107. the 
abbreviation of their Viciflitudes. And when at laſt 
they were wholly corrupted, then the wrath of God 
arole, and there was no remedy. All theſe varieties 
juſtifle the Equality and Evenneſs of the ways of God, 
and manifeſt the crookednel(s and inequality of the 
ways of Men. | 

And is God the ſame now that he was then ? his 
ways then are the ſame now that they were then. Arr 
thou one that haſt'entred into Covenant with God ? 
beware thou keep to it, and walk humbly with thy 
God : if not, be ſure thou ſhalt meet: with the like 
mealure as his People of old did, his Juſtice is the 
{ame ſti]], he will ſcourge thee with the rod of men, 
chough if thou haſt a heart tro return, he will not ut- 
terly rake his loving-kindneſs from thee. And haſt 
chou met with the fruit of this fin in a temporal py- 
nithmentc ? conſider it is an evil thing and a bitter to 
depart from the Living God. What madeſt 'thou 
wander from thy ſtrength and thy ſafety as well as 
thy Covenant and thy Duty 2 What couldeſt thou 
expect to find when thou ſtragleſt from him , bur 
chat {ome. evil ſhould overtake thee ? Get home a- 
vain as faſt as thou canſt 3 and as thou haſt found that 
he is the ſame God of Juſtice that ever he was ſo 
thou ſhalt find that he is the ſame God of Mercy and: 
1Tenderneſs,upon returning,that ever. he was, P/al.106.. 
45. And he remembred for them his Covenant , and repent- 
ed according to the multitude of hus MMercies, ONES 

It is true, the fame thing = befal ſeveral men, 
oOr-one man at ſeveral times, -and yet 4 may be of 
different natures , one may be a Chaſtiſement, ano- 


ther may be a Trial,- and another may be a Favour z 
| it 
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ic is according as the ny ſent hath ics Commiſhon 

from him that ſends it. If it be a Chaſtiſementc, it 
Is not without a ſting. If it be a Tryal, it is not with- 
out an iſſue. If it be a Favour, it is not without a 
great meaſure of comforts mingled with it. 

(1.) A Chaſtiſement for 2 (in palt carries with it the 
poiſon and malignity of the fin which cauſes it 3 as 
the fruit carries the nature of that ſeed from whence 
It grows : fer. 21. 14, Thy way and thy doings have pro- 
cared theſe things unto thee : this w thy wickeaneſs becauſe 
rt « bitter, fer, 4. 18. the Affliction taſted of the fin. 
Pſal. 40. 12. Mine intquities have taken hold upon me, 
Pſal. 38. 3. There is no veſt in my bones becauſe of my ſin. 
And this, like che Trumpec in the Mount , waxech 
louder and louder, and Prayers for Deliverance prove 
fruicleſs, though they come from a 7e/#va, Jolh. 7. 
10, till the. accurſed thing be fought out 3 for cill 
then the meſlage that the Affliction brings is not re- 
ceived, and it will not give over vexing the man till 
it hath done [is Errand. When a man begins to ex- 
amine his ways, and finds our the root of his trou- 
ble, and humbles himſelf before God for his ſin, then, 
and not till then, can he expect a Deliverance. When 
David, Pſal. 38. had run over the Catalogue of his 
Sufferings, his Prayer for Deliverance was never ſea- 
ſonable, v. 22. till he had undertaken Confeſſion 
and Repentance of his Sin, ». 18. If upon the gen- 
tle Admonitions of the Almighty in the Conſcience, 
2 man liſtens not, he hath a Meſlenger ſent ro him 
that will be heard, 7ob 33. 16. Then he openeth the ear of 
mas ;. and it may be by a diſeaſe in his Boy, or ſome 
other affliction, and he ſtands by to fee how tis 
meſſage 3s entertained , v.27, 28, And if any ſay, I 
have ſinned and perverted what wu right, and it profited 
we wot , then he will deliver bus Soul, GC. A Chaſtiſc« 
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ment for a ſin hath at the ſame time an A of Ju- 
{tice, as it looks backward to the fin, and an Ac of 
Mercy, as it looks forward to an Amendment; and 
che latter is the principal End of God in ic: And there- 
fore with the Repentance eicher the Chatltiſemenc 
IS.....-.. if immanent, or if tranſtent and paſt, is 
{weetned with a ſenſe of God's Reconciliation. 
(2.) If it be a 7r5a/, that carries with it [is mel- 
ſage 3 for if upon an impartial _ a man cannot 
find any eminent fin unrepented of , yet ic pleaſeth 
God to Jay his hand upon him 3 yet it brings theſe 
Leftons with it: 1. To acknowledge the Jultice ot 
God for all this. It is ſomewhat ſtrange that 7 
could (o much juſtifie himſelf againſt his Sufferings, 
and yer was made to poſle(s the {ins of his youth. 
Thole little fins, which were paſſed twenty or thirty 
years ſince, and had all the extenuations of the infir- 
mity of Nature, have malignity enough in them co 
deſerve thoſe Sufferings that thou now art under 
and it was the Patience of God towards thee thar 
chey were thus long before chey bore cheir fruit, when 
thou art in a better condition to make uſe of the pu- 
niſhment, than thou wert ſhortly after their commil- 
ſion : And it may be thy Repentance, even for thole 
long paſt tranſgreſſions, was not particular or deep 
enough, and it is no loſs of time or labour to thee ro 
mourn again over thy ſtale tranſgreſſions : bur how- 
ſoever ler it be thy care to ſearch thy (ſelf, ic will 
make thee better acquainted with thy ſelf. If thou 
find a fin not deeply enough forrowed for , = affli- 
ion hath deſerved well at thy hands ; and if thou 
find it not, yer thy affliction is well recompenſed by 
giving thee an opportunity to diſcover that to thy 
- ſelf, which contents thy Conſcience more valuably 


than thy affliction hath done thee prejudice. 2. To 
acknow- 
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acknowledge the Sovereignty of God, and to ſub- 
mit to his Will with an obedient Patience : 1, Sam, 3, 
18, Ut is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him goed. Plal. 
39.9. I was dumb and opened not my month , becauſe thow 
arajt it, Jer. 18. 6, Behold, as the clay 1s in the band of 
the potter, ſo are ye in my hanas. Though chou can(t not 
{ee a caule for thy afflictions that might fignally de- 
lerve it, nor cant (ee an end in it 3 yet thou canit not 
chuſe but find a uſe of it to teach thee with Wiſdom 
to acknowledge, and with Patience to ſubmit unto 
the molt juſtly unlimited Power and Authority of the 
Almighty God over the Work of his own hands, and 
to put thy mouth in the duſt, and to wait for him 
and upon him, 7am. 3. 28, 29. till he give an expect- 
ed End, 7cr. 29. 11- 3. To depend and reſt upon 
his Mercy and Goodnels for deliverance from , or 
ſtrength and comfort in thy Affliction. As the Crea- 
ture 15 effentially dependent upon God , ſo it is its 
Duty and Perſe&ion; and he uſech the abſence of 
external confidences and comforts, upon which we 
are molt apt to: reſt, co call man to his duty , to fix 
his heart upon him, P/al.'112, 3» External Conflu- 
ences many times rob God of that Love and that 
Dependence we owe to him , and if the loſs or want 
of them ſend thy Love and Confidence to him , to 
whom it belones, thou art no loſer by thy loſs. 4. To 
walk more [trictly and vigilantly with God. Though 
thou canſt not upon thy. Examination find a cauſe of . 
thy croſs, that may eminently difcover it felf in ir, 
yet thou canlt not chuſe bur know thou art far ſhort 
of that Duty and degree -of Perſe&ion in thy heart 
and life, which by that affiſtance of his Grace that 
chou haſt, thou mayelt arrive unto : thy aſiliction, - 
though ic pur thee not in mind of any notable fin, 
whizh thould humble thee, ic may very well put thee 
in 
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in mind of thy neglefts and want of intention in thy 
duty. 5. Though thy Diſeaſe needs nor this Phylick 
eg cure thee, yet thy Corruption needs it to prevent 
thee : thou haſt within thee a Fountain of Corrupti- | 
ons, thar, were they not reſtrained or allayed, would 
upon a (mall op ny CER a deſperate diſeaſe 
in thy Soul ; and choſe Corruptions of thine live and 
feed upon external ſuperfluities and ſupplies 3 and the 
Wiſe God foreſees, it may be, that in a month or 
rwo, or more or leſs, thy full TOs would 
ripen this or that corruption into a diſtemper, that 
might be dangerous, if not fatal to thy Souls and he 
ſends this Meflenger to abatey or allay, or divert, or 
croſs, or weaken this corruption, to put in a little | 
Wormivood into thy (weet Cup, that thou mayeſt 
fake it with more moderation , and not (o greedily 
ro throw ſome dirt upon thy ſelf-opinion or growing 
pride, that may ſpoil the growth of itz to give a 
check to thy deſires of external Wealth or Greatneſs, 
which without it would in a lictle time (well into a 
ſtark Ambition or Covetouſneſs. The Evangeliſt 
tells us, thar All that 5s in the world u the Luſt of the 
Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes , and the Pride of Life : that 
is, thoſe Luſts that are in us faſten upon their (uita- 
ble objects in the World , and upon them: they live 
and grow ſtrong , and are thereby the better enabled 
co fight againſt our Souls; and ſhews as much 
Mercy when he takes away their food, and ſtarves 
them by an affliction, as when he pardons them : 
Therefore lean by thy affliion the Mind of God in 
this alſo 3 and bleſs him as well for an affliction that 
prevents thee from fin , -as for one that leads thee to 
repentance. 6. It may be God hath ſome extraor- 
dinary work to do for thee or by thee, prepare: thee 
by thoſe aflitions with humility that thou maylt be a 
fit Inftrument for his Glory, or a fit Veſſel for his 

K Bounty : 


C 
; troubles, danger*®, and calumnies. If my outward 


*increaſe with them © But my condition 
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Bounty. : A ſudden accels of Greatneſs, or Wealth, 
or, Power, or Eminence is. apt to ſhake thy Nature 
{well and look big and deny God, Prov. 30. 9. there- 
fore he prepares thee with.the ſenſe of his hand to 
ſhew how he can, when he pleaſeth, handle thee 
with the experience of. the benefit of Dependance 
upon him, with a condition that may teach thee to 
wa'k humbply wich him; otherwiſe thou wilt not be 
able to ing and to manage that condition, he intends 
Fo put thee in, with moderation, with his fear, with 


 aneye unto him and to his Glory. Thus he pred 


Daria for. the Crown, fob for Wealtl1, the People of 
liracl fot.Cayaan, that they might receive and uſe it 
with Thankfalne(s, as from his hand ; with Sobriety 
and Faithfulneſs, as in his preſence. 7, Howlſoever 
it is of moſt certain and univerſal uſe to take off thy 
Love from this World, to preſent it to thee as it is, 
ro take,thee off from ſetting up Tabernacles and thy 
Reſt here, and to carry thy thoughts and thy deſires to 
thy home and to thy Country, and-to make the re- 
membrance of it frequent and ſweet, and that upon 
which thou reckoneſt , to make thy png through 
death eaſte and comfortable , when thou ſhalt conſi- 
der ſuch thoughts as theſe : ©I am in a body full of 
* pains and weakneſles and diſeaſes, ſo that I have 
* much ado to keep up my Cottage to be comforta- 
* ble or uſeful to me, but am buſted every day to un+- 
* detprop it and repair it, that it fallnotz and when 
* I have done my beſt, yer Old Age will come, and 
* that will þe an irreparable decay, and my anx1ous 
* life will moſt furely be ar nded withacertain death 
*I live in a World fall of la.our at the beſt to pro. 

vide neceſſaries for my (upport in a World ſull of 
] my fears, 
3 noc ſuch , 

| 200k 


contentments inc *aſe, yet, my cares 
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* but with the Palmiſt I have cauſe to ſay, P/al. 73. 
© 14. All the day long have I been plagued and chaſtned eve- 
© ry morning 3 and, like Noah's Dove, I can find here 
©*no reſt for the ſoal of my foor. My walk here is 
«© like a pilgrimage, and my path is not plain and eaſe, 
© but narrow and deep and troubleſom 3 on either 
*hand of me I paſs throngh the ſcorns' and injuries 
© and vexations of the men of this World: who if I 
* want, will not relieve me, and if.I have any thing, 
* they are reno to rear it ffom iy and 'my .way, 
* which of it ſelf is thus troubleſom, is accompanief 
© with Storms, and Stumbling-blocks, and fiety AC 
* ſ2ules raiſed by the Prince of this World ; and if I 
© cake up a lodying by the way, it 15 neither a plea-' 
© {ing nor a ſafe lodging; my dangers and difhcutties 
© are greater in my Inn chan they ate in my Journey. 
© To what purpoſe go I about to ſer ap my reſt, or 
© to build Tabernacles here > The time I can ſtay will 
© be bur ſhort, and my ſhort ſtay in ſucha World as 
* this cannot be pleaſing nor comfortable : and this 
© is not my home, but I fee it ar a diſtance, I find ir 
* aS it were in Landskips, Revel. 21. the Tabernicle 
« of God, where he ſhall wipe away all tears from 
© mine eyes, and there ſhall be no more death,' neither 
* forrow , nor crying , neither ſhall there be any more 
© pain : and then theſe my light afflictions, which are 
© here but for a moment, ſhall be rewarded with an 
© eternal weight of Glory. In the confidence, and 
© ſtrength of this expectation I will hold on my trou- 
* bleſom Journey with chearfulneG, and look upon 
© this World as the place of my pilgrimage, not of 
© my reſt : and the ores” els 0 = pilgrimage 
© ſhall heighten , if ic be poſſible, the expectation as 
< well as the fruition of my home; and the more un- * 
* welcome the World is to me, and I to ic, the more t 
© (hall my heart undervalue and difeſteem it, and fend - "1 
K k 2 * farth 
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* forth my deſires the more earneſtly for my Jour- 
* ney's end, teach me to welcome death , and to de. 
* (ire to be diſſolved and to- be with Chriſt, which is 
* belt of all. . 

3. Sometimes external troubles are in themſelves 
an expreſs token of the Love of God, and they carry 
with them comfort and delight 3; namely, when it is 
2 Perſecution for Righteouſneſs ſake : and in thoſe 
both the Precepts of Chriſt and the Pattern of his 
Diſciples command us up to rejoycing , Mar. 5. Io, 
El, 12, Rejoyce and be exceeding glad, Jam. 1. 1, 2. Conn 
it all jy. As 5. 41. Rejoycing that they were acconnted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name, Colofl. 1. 24. Who 
w2w rejojce 1n my ſufferings for you , and fill up that which & 
bebind of the affiittions of Chriſt in my ro 

4 The fourth Conſideration is of the Mercy of God : 
and therein, 71. his Patience and forbearing Mercy 
whiles we are in our fins; 2. his Clemency and 
forgiving Mercy upon our Repentance ; 3. bis Boun- 
ty and rewarding Mercy in the whole courſe of our 
lives and hopes. 

1. The Patierce, Leng-(nffering and Forbearance of 
God from our infancy , God leads us as once he did 
Epbraim, Hof. 11. 3. teaching us to go, and taking us 
by the arm, but we know it not 3 and bears with the 
frowardneſs, and peeviſhneſs, and ſtubbornefs, and 
wantonnels of our youth : and when we come to our 
riper age he plants us with ' the choiceſt Vine, with 
the in{trution of his Word and Providence; and 
now he doth, as juſtly he may , expect Grapes , and 
we bring forth no Grapes, or wild ones, 1a. 5. 2, 4. 
and now how juſt were it for him to pull up the hedge 
of it, and command the Clouds that' they rain no 
rain upon it 3 or to lay upon it that ſad Curſe, arr. 
2'. 19, Never fruit grow on thee more ? Bur he doth 
nut thus, but expects a fecond and a third and a fourth 
,v yCaTs. 
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Jear Lake 13. 8. and uſes all means to mend this un- 
ruitful and. unproficable Plant z, uſfeth line upon line, 
and precept upon yen X 3; and if his Word, nor the 
ſecret whiſpers of his Grace will not do, Job 33. r4. 
he uſeth a ſharper and louder Meſſenger; he Getks 
that he may not ſtrike, and if he ſtrikes, it is unwil- 
ingly, Lam, 3. 33. and that he may not deſtroy z and 
deſttoys, nor rejects nor, till his (ſtrokes: prove fruit- 
 teſs, Iſa. 1, 5. Why ſhould ye be firichewany more? til] 
there be no remedy, 2 Chron, 36, 16, He endures 
with long-ſuffering, even the Veflels ordained to 
wrath, Rem, 9, 22. His Spirit did ſtrive with the old 
World, Gen. 6. 3. Was grieved forty years with 
the paſſages of a rebellious people, P/al. 95. 10. preſ- 
fed wich our fins as a Cart under ſheaves, Amos 2. 1 3. 
and yet no final deſtruRtion. That admirable Expo- 
ftulation of God's. merciful Patience, Hof. 11. 8. How 
ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim ? how ſhall I deliver thee, 
Iſrael * .how ſhall I make thee as Admah ? how ſhall I fer 
thee as Zeboim ? mine heart i turned within me, my re- - 
pentings are kindled together , 7 will not execute the fierce- 
' neſs of mine anger, 4 will not- return to deſtroy Ephraim, 
I am Gd and not may. As if he ſhould have ſaid, "Tis 
erue thou art Ephraim and 1/rael, a People that ] have 
known of all che 'Families of the Earth, Amos 3. 2; 
2 People that I have choſen, and thou arc called by 
my Name ; but by 'how much the .nearer thou -art 
unto ine, by ſo-much the greater -is thy Ingraticude. 
That, which in another People would be a Sin; .is'1n 
thee Rebellion 'and Apoſtaſie.. Admeh! and Zeborm 
were a People that-knew me not, that never entred 

into Covenant with me, they had no light to guide 
them bur that of Nature; and when they ſinned , my 
wtath broke out in the moſt eminent Judgment that 
ever was heard of : But thou haſt been a Vine of -my 
, own planting, and watering ,- and. drefling, and yet 
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thy fruit hath been the fruit of Sedone z; thou haſt thade 
me to ſerve with thy 1ins, and according to the nunn- 
ber of thy Cities were thy Gods , O {jrael : Jer. 14. 
I3. Hear, O Heavens, and give ear, O Earth, for the 
Lord hath ſpoken z 1 have nowriſhed and brought up children, 
and they have rebelled againſt me. Ila. 1. 3. And (ponld 1 
»ot be avenged npon ſuch a people s this ? How can I > 
How can I not make chee as Adw#4hb, and (er thee as 
Zeboim? It a man, as thou art, ſhould bur once thew 
bur a grain of chat ingratitude unto thee, which thou 
tmulciplieſt rowards me days without number, thy Re- 
venges would be as high as chy Power, and thou 
wouldeſt juſtifie thy (evereſt dealings with him 3 nay, 
if I thy Lord, that can owe thee nothing but Wrath, 
ſhould withdraw but any of my own Bleſſings from 
thee, thou ate ready tothrow oft all, and preſently co 
upbraid me with thy unufeful Services : 7/hat profit 
have I if I be cleanſed from my ſms? Job 35.3. And 
how cant thou after all this expect any thing from me, 
bur that my Wrath ſhould burn againtt chee like fire 
rill thou wert conſumed, and that I ſhould ſtir up all 
the fury of my Jealoulie towards you? O, but Ephraim, 
I am God, and not man, and therefore Fa Sons of 7a- 
cob are not conſiimed 5 my Mercy and my Patience 
are not the narrow qualities or habits of a mortal Man, 
bur the infinite Attributes of an Infinite God. Though 
: can ſee nothing in thee, but what deſerves my wrath, 
can find that in my (elf, that ſends out my compaſſt- 
on, a hearc turned by returning upon my own Mercy, 
and repentings kindled upon the con{1derations of my 
own Covenant with thy Fathers ; kindled by a Sacrt- 
 fice, that thou litthe thinkeſt of, even the Sacrifice of 
my. own Son : I will not therefore execute the fierce- 
nefs of my anger : although it be thy duty to repent, 
Sinner, yet I will repent of my wrath even before thou , 
repent of thy {in : it may be my long-ſ(ufferugs will, as 
iT 
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it ſhould do, lead thee to repentance, Rom. 2, 4, But 
if after all this thou deſpiſeſt the riches of my Goodneſs 
and Forbearance and Leog-ſuffering, know that thou 
crealureſt up ynto thy (elf wrath againſt the day of 
wrath z and that day will ſurely find thee : and then 
thou wilt find that every days forbearance and pati- 
ence, that thou haſt had and abuſed, hath ripened and 
3 ops thy Guilt, and made thy fin out of meaſure 
ſinful, and will add Wh and fire tro my wrath,which 
like a Talent of. Lead, ſhall everlaſting]y lye upon that 
treaſure of thy Sin and Guilt, 
z. His Pardoning Mercy. Thole tender and pathetical 
Expreffions of God's Mercy in pardoning Sin upon Re- 
pentance and turning to him, carry more weight than 
it 13 poſſible for our Spirits to ariſe uato, //s, 1. 18, 
Come now, and let u reaſon tegether : though your ſins were 
a ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as [now 1, though they be red 
as crimſon, they ſhell be like wal, Ila, 43. 24, 25. Thou 
haſt made me to ſerve with thy ſins , thow haſt wearied me 
with thine iniquities : I, even ] am he that blotteth out thy 
tranſereſſions for mine own ſake , and will not remember thy 
ſims. Ila. 55. 7. Let the Lis forſake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return wnto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon; for my thoughts are wot your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways; for as the Hea- 
vens are higher than the Earth, ſo are my ways higher than 
your ways, Jer. 3.12. Go, and proclaim theſe words : Re- 
turs thay back-ſliding Iſrael, and I will not cauſe mine an- 
ger to fall upon you, for I am merciful, ſaith the Lord, and 
will vat keep anger (or ever ; only acknowleage thine iniquity, 
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